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word from the curataor

Tha exhibition *“OBJECT FACTORY " i an international survey of contamparary
ceramic products, designs and art, This exhitition = the first major museum
gxnibition devoted to st@te-of-the art industrisl ceramic production and
that industry’s impsct on craft, art and design, In addition to contamparary
dagigns produced by leeding ceramic marufectusars, the exhibition presents
a substential body of work made by sruists and designers wha work cutside the
industrial complex but are stil linked to the ceramic industry.

The exhibition is composed of ik interrelated sections thet are mtimately
cornestad through a rich assemblage of objects and vesssals representing ane
mataral with dwerse mterpratztions. Tha first section explares the unique
cooperation thet exiats between menufacturers, actists end designera, Bng
shows how inventve dalocgue smong them can enharce industrial production
ang generate new attitudes toward design and the creative interprataticn of
mdustriel farms. Some examples of the relationships betwaen industry, art and
gesgnillustrated in ths gection include:

+ Tne Rosenthal factory reteing the aminent designer Konstantin Groic to
create abjects for mass-praduction while the Nyphemburg manufzcture
works with artists/deaigners ke Ted Muehling and Hella Jonoerius to create
precious handeraftad produces.

* Sovros factory collaboratos with famed internationsl artets Arman and
Etspre Sottsass to produce exceptional porcelain warks of art.

+ Foyal Tichelzar Makkom from Holend, which first produced ceramics
for Drocg Design, is now working with ang promoting many yourg Dutch
denignara.

* Hakuson produces a dwverse range of works by two renowned Jepenese
ceramic designers, Masahiro Mo and Tomita Kazuhso.

The sgowaon also ncludes the work of independent designers ke Pieter

Stockmens and Jurgen Say, whe utiize industrinl processes in their coramic

studios, and small design comaanies sush gs Tonfisk Design from Sinland and

Atelier Orange Design from Canada, which praduce Imited rune of of innovative

objects.

The two secvans dedicated o form and image marpulaton offer the most
extrama departura from conventionz! cley cperations by showoasing mass-
preduced industris! chiects endergoing radicsl trensformations. Far exemple,
& spacial project by tha French group 5.5 Cesigners implements *creative
disturbancas” on the production ling of Bernardaud's porcelsin factory. Theas
craetive disturbancesintroduce variations in form and decaration that eabotags
the conformative valugs of traditiona! industral practice. The Itakan design
group, Industrasl, slas adapt production methods 5o manipulate expactations
abaut ceramic forme and functions. One of thair produsse, dasigned by loana
Veutrin and Guillaume Delvigne, is a porcelain baw! with 1,BD0 equelly speced
noles that is sald "undressad” with an embraidery kit of your choce.

A amaller gactian on canamic Ighte demanatrates tha ereativity, adaptation and
innovation that is ocourrng n the use of ceremic matariala, Most ight designs
form encasemants for a light buls, bus ngo Meurer in his femous chandelier
"Porcs hMisaria™ uses broken white porgaiain and cutlary argund the light source
to oreate g snapshat of an exglosion,

The secticn devoted to sdvences in ceramic techrology ilustrates some of
tha nawest daveloprments in ceramiz ligh-fire materias, such as zirconium and
carundum. Developed intially for high-tech noustry, these advanced maserials
are spreading nta cansumer products and chengng ocopular expectations
about what ceramics are, Kyccera, a Japanese technology cormpany, produces
extremely sherp knives and scigsars from 8 dense ceramic material that is
revalutionizing theae treditionel kitchen groducts. Reseorch continues on the
potential ta usa new caramic matenizls far e-chitacturs and intaror structures,
David Bnns and Alzsdar Bramner fram tha Urvversity of Central Lancashire (UK
lead the Fald by chalenging the sradivonal kmitasona of clay end investigating
the croative and sesthatic posshiltios of industrial refrectory conerete. Ragid
procatyping repleces hand-carved madels, yislding considerable econamic gain
end precision inunimagined datail.

Tavs Jorgenoen explores the charactenstics and agsthetica of computer-griven
prasatyming known as LOM (lemineted objects manufacturing), whiln Anthony
Guinn's “Pierced Caollection” pieces begin as 30 prrts ard end as traditicnally
harnd-pierced cay forma. Designers have \lso become elerted ta the patential
of tnese rew technologes end are taking agvantage of the sestnetic gualities
they can impars, Sevaral lseseli design grouns are armeng the front-runnans s
edeptng many of thase innavetions toausdomestic anvironmant. Ami Drach and
Dov Ganchow's *+ /= Hot Plate, for example, uses the conductive proparties of
sik-screened "amorphic matal” filn printad as cacoration an & dirner plata witha
smal battery underneath Lo keap the faod warm,

Ewdence af thage new diracticns in ceramics, culed from scattered fragments,
demands recogniticn ard credit. Only by juxtagosing these diferent elaments
ann wa fully appreciste the creative prograees of ContaMEorary caramics,

With its excaptionsl collection of Ristorical and modern ceramics, thae Gardiner
Museumn is the appropriate venee to bring pubic attention to thase devalcpments
vl to add a rew chapter Lo the hatary of industral ceramics,

While thie curatorial effors has been equslly 8 joy and a chellengs, it has alowed
me tha unique opaortunity to gan fresh neights nta the interplay betwean
ereators end mokers, and Lo SpRreciate hav Drustic INNOvaTonS in CEramics ore
a catalyst for larges ecaramic and cutural devalzpmeants.

Marek Ceculs - Curatar of the exhibitan



DAVIO BINMS & ALASDAIR BREMMER (UK
'"TABLEWARE FOSSIL CAST FORRK 2007

Recycled Glass, Ceramic Aggregates & Bane Ching
Tebleware / Kilm Cast. Past Firing Grinding & Peligking
B x 80 x5 am

DAVID BINMNS LK)

‘TEXTURED CAST FORM' 2006

Ceramics Aggregatoe & Glass-farming Materisls
Kiln Cast. Pest Firing Grinding & Palishing

a4d x 31 x 8 em

OAVID BINMS (LK)

'‘SAUARE PIEACED FORM' 2008

Ceramics Aggregates & Glass-farming Materials
Kiln Cast. Post Firing Grinding & Palishing

41 x 41 % 4 om
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Statement

Thiz basis for cha work shown hare is the praduss
of twa independent research projecte undertakan
withinthe Sticates ResearchUnit at the University
of Cencral Lancashira (LK)

Binns' project etems from invastigating add

of aggregate materials to clay bodies: the aim
baing ©o enrich che clay's visuel and taxtural

praparties. & desire to amplify the visual drama

of the conglomerate materal led Lo the nclusiaon
af more reactive materials, including commercial
frit (erushed virgin glass]

Bremner's project has besn conducted &5 part
of a PRD chat inveRtigates the creativa potental
of indugtral refractory cancreta, harnessing the
properties of the materisl to chellenge the
craditianal imitations of cley.

Bath pr

uniting craft with industriel proces

te aimed to push technical boundarios,

{ !
ant |'|'~'|‘l ihlh # n
matarials and the developmant of products within | \ 1 1 L) "'%.
&n arehitactual contaxt

Recogriging thet both projects invalved the use

of silicece-hesed materals lad to combeng the

furekions nd gagkthotic proparties of & ICATE=

bearing materisls in ungrthadox combenstiona

The intemtion behind these combinabons 5 Lo

ahallange existing narratiees o faurface, form and

material, tharaby extent the vigual wocabulery

af silicacs EFEMICE, Qa8s &

Curranth wa amo furthar gxtending the regartaire

of masermls and visyal quelities through tha

nzlusion of recyclad waste materials.,

David Binne + Alesdair Bremner

ALASDAIR BREMMER [LkK

'CONCARETE PEEL' 20086

Refractory Concrete / Lorge format open cast
farm in refractory concrate with inciged gla

BE x 82 x 0.5 em

117 high tech
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