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“Not Wholly Self Culture”:
The Shakespearean Women’s Club,
Osage, Iowa, 1892-1920

CHRISTINE PAWLEY

IN 1881 fourteen friends living in a small midwestern town—
Osage, lowa—started an informal literary group. Calling them-
selves the Shakespeare Class, they met once a week in the home
of Professor John Rehmann, a local music teacher. The group
consisted of three married couples (the Rehmanns, Professor
and Mrs. Hardin, and the M. M. Brownes, a prominent attorney
and his wife), E. M. Rands, editor of one of the local newspapers,
two married women (Clarinda Hitchcock and Mary Johnson),
and five single women (Mary Babcock, Maggie Creelman, Ella
Owen, Nettie Brown, and Roba Hoag). The group, never num-
bering more than fifteen, continued to meet for the next eleven
years, breaking only for a vacation each summer. By 1890, all
of the men had dropped out, and in 1892 the remaining women
transformed the informal class into a federated club—part of
a nationwide phenomenon, the women’s study club movement
—that has persisted into the late twentieth century.'

Once the women of the Shakespeare Class decided to or-
ganize a formal association, they arranged to meet every other
Tuesday in members’ homes, though they hoped to have a club

As a recipient of a 1995-96 lIowa Sesquicentennial Research Grant, I would
like to acknowledge the generosity of the Iowa Sesquicentennial Commission
and the State Historical Society of lowa in providing financial assistance for
this research.

1. A Century of Progress: Osage Centennial, 18561956, Sage Public Library,
Osage, lowa; Carmella Indra, “The Shakespearean Club,” in Leona Montag,
Mitchell County History (Dallas, TX, 1989), 61-62.
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The Shakespearean Club 13

room of their own eventually? After experimenting for a few
months with the name, “Tuesday Literary Club,” they finally
settled on the title, “Shakespearean Club.” From the beginning,
members described their activity as mainly literary and their
aims in terms of self-education; their purpose, they declared,
was “obtaining higher, broader, and truer culture.” Members
also saw their club activities in terms of group work, however,
and they succeeded in conveying this to other members of the
local community. In 1896 Shakespearean Laura Eaton wrote in
her newspaper column, Woman's Kingdom,
we all feel that instead of walking alone, that we had all the time
been walking by our sisters. . . . The writer saw a member of our
club, one whose life had been spent in an atmosphere of refine-
ment and plenty and sunshine, gazing thoughtfully, and I said
‘A penny for your thoughts.” She answered, ‘I know for the first
time the true mission of the Shakespearean Club.” Not wholly
self culture, but it is to enter into, brighten and beautify the lives
of all women in this city, who have few pleasures and fewer
opportunities.’
Thus the Shakespeareans presented their club activities as bene-
fiting not only individual members, but also women in general.
In reality, the benefits accrued largely to middle-class women.
Over three decades, the Shakespeareans developed an or-
ganization that enabled middle-class women to meet others of
similar background and interests, form friendships, and extend
social ties. At the same time, members could educate themselves
about topics of cultural interest, develop a political awareness,
and establish themselves as leaders in the continuing process
of transforming Osage from a frontier settlement into a perma-
nent community. Three aspects of the Shakespearean Club in
particular illustrate these functions: the context of the club’s es-
tablishment, the members themselves— their social background,
age, religious affiliation, and family situation—and, most im-
portantly, their activities, including both the topics they chose

2. Program of the Shakespearean Club, 1892-93, Shakespearean Club Archives,
Osage, lowa. The Shakespeareans never realized the ambition to have their
own room. See below on the “geography of gender.”

3. Mitchell County Press, 22 October 1896.




14 THE ANNALS OF Iowa

to discuss and the ways they exercised influence in their local
community and in the state.*

BY THE END OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY the “club-
woman” had become a familiar phenomenon in communities
of all sizes across the United States. Many American men, too,
joined associations at the turn of the century, particularly fra-
ternal orders. Between 1880 and 1900, nearly five hundred new
male orders were established; by 1900, some groups, such as the
Masons and Odd Fellows, had well over a half-million members.’
In Osage, leading men often belonged to several associations,
and the local press claimed that their activities contributed to
the work of making Osage a safe, healthy, and prosperous city.

For women, their growing awareness of themselves, and of
each other, as belonging to a group with common needs and
interests was an aspect of the growing politicization of gender
issues during the nineteenth century. As Gerda Lerner has
pointed out, from sewing circles and female clubs women
learned a self-consciousness “based on the separate interests of
women as a group.” Estelle Freedman argues that “a separatist
political strategy, which I refer to as ‘female institution build-

4. | came across the Shakespearean Club records while using public library,
church, school, newspaper, and census records to research a cultural history
of reading in late nineteenth-century Osage. See Christine Pawley, “Reading
on the Middle Border: The Culture of Print in Osage, lowa, 1870-1900" (Ph.D.
diss., University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1996). Records of local communities
are rarely found in convenient, centralized archives, but may be scattered
among a variety of institutions, such as the city hall, courthouse, churches,
and public library. At that time, Shakespearean Club records were kept in a
current member’s home. | would have had difficulty locating them without
the help of the director of Osage’s public library. The very existence of the
records testifies to a well-run organization; they include not only printed pro-
grams, but also manuscript minutes of meetings and actual papers written
by one particular member, Mary C. Stacy. By combining this information with
census data from manuscript schedules of federal and state population cen-
suses and from contemporary local newspapers, I have compiled a picture
of the women of the club at the turn of the century: who they were, their
interests, and the role they played in the community as a whole.

5. See Mary Ann Clawson, Constructing Brotherhood: Class, Gender and Frater-

nalism (Princeton, NJ, 1989), 111; and Stuart McConnell, Glorious Contentment:
The Grand Army of the Republic, 18651900 (Chapel Hill, NC, 1992), 88.
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ing,” emerged from the middle-class women'’s culture of the
nineteenth century.” By associating in informal groups, women
learned a concept of “sisterhood” that in turn encouraged a
public, political orientation.®

Even in the years before the Civil War, some middle-class
women had broken out of their “separate sphere,” the domestic
realm, to form female groups devoted to social reform. Many
men and women still adhered to mid-century values of True
Womanhood, holding that a woman’s unique sphere was the
home, where she not only provided for the physical needs and
comforts of her husband and children (marriage was the only
career thought suitable for women), but also upheld ideals of
moral purity and sensibility that a rough and ready masculine
world would otherwise neglect. As Mary Ryan reminds us,
however, the doctrine of separate spheres “failed to comprehend
the elasticity of the boundaries of woman'’s sphere. In actuality
women often stretched the doctrine of the spheres and escaped
its confinement in regular and patterned ways.”” By the latter
half of the century, the number of women taking part in public
life in various ways had grown to such an extent that contempo-
raries had given a name to the phenomenon: they called it the
Woman Movement.

Women's reading groups, which can be traced back as far
as the mid-seventeenth century, provided solid support for this
movement. Theodora Penny Martin describes Anne Hutchinson’s
attempt in 1635 to form a group for women trying to educate
themselves, an effort that male Puritan leaders criticized. For
the next two hundred years, women formed other groups that
met outside the home. By the 1800s, sewing circles and Bible
study groups had become common attachments to churches,
urban as well as rural, where women combined their own in-
dividual spiritual development with a communal orientation.
As changes in print technology and distribution made access to

6. Gerda Lerner, The Majority Finds Its Past: Placing Women in History (New
York, 1979), 161; Estelle Freedman, “Separatism as Strategy: Female Institution
Building and American Feminism, 1870-1930,” Feminist Studies 5 (1979), 512-29.

7. A number of commentators discuss the notion of woman's separate sphere.
For a useful summary, see Mary P. Ryan, Womanhood in America: From Colonial
Times to the Present (New York, 1983), especially chap. 3 (quote from p. 118).
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printed materials other than Bibles and religious tracts easier,
middle-class and working-class women began to take advantage
of the more ready availability of books to form reading clubs
and lecture groups. After the Civil War, middle-class women
began to found such clubs in increasing numbers. The rationale
for study clubs was generally that they promoted individual
self-improvement rather than collective social or political goals.
Perhaps this educational justification seemed less threatening
to advocates of the doctrine of separate spheres than overt polit-
ical action. Nevertheless, during this period, groups of women
activists also established nationwide organizations such as the
Woman's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) and the National
Woman's Suffrage Association. In 1873 four hundred women met
in New York City for the First Woman’s Congress of the Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Woman to discuss the question,
“How Can Women Best Associate?”®

Even at the end of the century, however, women's intellec-
tual ambitions were still controversial. Osage inhabitants were
often exposed to the “separate spheres” ideology, as male and
female newspaper contributors continued to deride women’s
aspirations to higher education or work outside the home. In
1902 novelist G. B. Burgin wrote in the Mitchell County Press
on the subject of the “Intellectual Woman.” He described two
pictures, a “before” picture of a young and beautiful woman
“with clear, thoughtful eyes as yet undimmed” standing “on
the threshold of a great library . . . her white teeth . . . parted
in a dazzling smile, as the demon of intellect beckoned her into
the library.” The second picture showed the same woman ten
years later. Now her face was “furrowed, haggard, careworn;
her eyes bleared and dim; her neck, the neck of a vulture. She
has lost her youth, her wrapper is in holes, her hair untidy, her
mouth ill-tempered, her teeth faulty.”” Such were the dangers
for women of intellectual activity.

8. Theodora Penny Martin, The Sound of Our Own Voices: Women's Study Clubs,
1860-1910 (Boston, 1987), 5-6, 9, 14; William ]. Gilmore, Reading Becomes a
Necessity of Life: Material and Cultural Life in Rural New England, 17801835
(Knoxville, TN, 1989), 257; Bruce Laurie, Working People of Philadelphia, 1800~
1850 (Philadelphia, 1980), 33.

9. Mitchell County Press, 22 October 1902.
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“MUMMY, | WANT & BOOTLACE."™

This cartoon accompanied G. B. Burgin’s
article, “Intellectual Woman,” in the
Mitchell County Press, October 22, 1902.

Another Mitchell County Press contributor painted a more
sympathetic, though patronizing, picture. “It is the real thing
now-a-days for the women to organize clubs, literary in their
nature and guaranteed to furnish culture while you wait,”
wrote “The Pharisee” in 1906. “These club women are mostly
women who are too heavy for light amusements and not old
enough to stay at home. . . . The average club woman could
not give a correct list of the present county officers to save her
life, but you ask her who Beowulf was or how Mary Queen of
Scots wore her back hair and she will heave a fast one over the
plate before you can get the bat off your shoulder.” Although
the (presumably male) writer attributed political naiveté to club-
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women, he rose above derision: “Some people wonder why wom-
en will do these things, but the reason is plain. For once she is
neither wife, mother, sister, or daughter, but just plain herself,
with an individuality all her own, and she enjoys it to the utter-
most.”"’ This Osage writer evidently found clubwomen’s activi-
ties acceptable on the grounds of individual self-expression,
while denying their understanding of local political processes.

Despite ominous warnings and ridicule, late nineteenth-
century women joined associations in large numbers. Many
women's clubs started as isolated efforts. Before long, however,
women were organizing on a state and national level. The Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Women held its thirteenth con-
gress in Des Moines in 1885, giving rise to at least two new
clubs. In 1890 East Coast activists founded the General Federa-
tion of Women's Clubs (GFWC) as a national organization with
which local clubs could affiliate. By 1896, the GFWC had grown
from the sixty clubs that took part in an organizing meeting in
1889 to 495 clubs representing a hundred thousand women."
The Shakespearean Club affiliated with the GFWC when it re-
organized in 1892. In 1897 it also affiliated with the Iowa Fed-
eration of Women's Clubs."

THE OSAGE WOMEN who joined the Shakespearean Club were
a homogeneous group of white, middle-class, Anglo-Saxon Prot-
estants. Most were married to prominent professional men in the
community and were already acquainted through class, kinship,
church, or other associational activities. While conflicts of opinion
might arise within such a group, these differences were hardly
likely to shake the world view of any individual member.” That

10. Mitchell County Press, 18 July 1906.
11. Martin, The Sound of Our Own Voices, 57.
12. Indra, “The Shakespearean Club,” 61.

13. Martin, The Sound of Our Own Voices, 70-71. While Martin observes that
women'’s clubs were homogeneous groups composed of white, middle-class,
Anglo-Saxon Protestants, she also claims that “the study club provided a social
diversity unknown to most women, whose relationships outside the club were
determined by kinship and by religious and political sympathies, associations
with ‘our own kind'” (71). Martin’s observation may be true of clubs in large
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world view was shaped as part of the women's experience in
the northern Iowa community of Osage.

First settled by whites in the early 1850s, by the 1890s Osage
was a typical small midwestern town. With a population of only
two thousand, it nevertheless played a large part in the life of
the surrounding farmland. Not only was it the county seat, but
it was also the center of banking, commerce, entertainment,
and education for the people of Mitchell County. Dominated
by English-speaking Protestants with New England and Mid-
Atlantic roots, Osage institutions promoted middle-class values
of hard work, temperance, and individual prosperity. An im-
portant feature of the town was the Cedar Valley Seminary, a
Baptist institution that combined the functions of high school
and junior college."

The Shakespearean Club was just one of many voluntary
associations that Osage inhabitants formed in the last two de-
cades of the nineteenth century. A few groups, including some
church societies, the Patrons of Husbandry (also known as the
“Grange”), and the Good Templars, included both men and
women. Many more were segregated by sex. Osage men could
belong to fraternal orders such as the Masons, the Grand Army
of the Republic, the Knights of Pythias, the Ancient Order of
United Workmen, or the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
They could also be members of political parties, businessmen’s
clubs, and professional or trade associations such as the Stock-
breeders’ Association. Women could join church-related groups,
such as missionary societies or the Universalist Ladies Aid Soci-
ety; auxiliary groups to fraternal associations, such as the Wom-
en’s Relief Corps; reform groups, such as the Woman's Christian
Temperance Union and Woman Suffrage Society; or women's
study groups and reading circles. Reflecting what Mary Ryan
calls the “geography of gender,” male groups such as the Masons
often built a special meeting place or “lodge,” while women’s

cities, but in a small-town club like the Shakespeareans, there was little diver-
sity of class, religion, or ethnicity among the members. These women'’s speaking,
reading, and writing experiences were not challenged in the club by the pres-
ence or contribution of women with radically different social characteristics.

14. A well-known alumnus of the seminary was Hamlin Garland, writer of
realistic but unflattering novels about Iowa farm life at the turn of the century.
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groups usually met in members” homes. Lacking personal finan-
cial resources, they probably had little alternative, but they also
may have felt that domestic space, at least during daytime hours,
was under their particular control.’®

Several reading circles flourished in Osage in the early 1890s,
but only the Shakespeareans lasted for more than a short period.
This longevity was undoubtedly due in part to early members’
devotion. Of twenty-four charter members, nine retained full or
associate membership for twenty years or more, while another
four did so for fifteen years. Thus, more than half of the original
members were still associated with the club fifteen years later.
Not every charter member achieved such a record of faithful
association, however. Two did not even last until the end of
the first year. The first president resigned after the first year.
Of the members who replaced the early dropouts, some imitated
the long and faithful association of most charter members, but
most stayed in the club for only two or three years.

By the end of its first year, the total membership had stabil-
ized at twenty-five. Members saw this number as the maximum
that could meet comfortably in a private home. It is an indica-
tion of the Shakespeareans’ affluence that a group of this size
could fit into their “parlors.” During the next four years, the
group added fifteen new members as the same number dropped
out, and a waiting list formed. In July 1894 the club agreed to
expand its membership to thirty, and later added an additional
membership category — “ Associate” —to accommodate existing
members who felt unable to continue in full membership. For

15. In Osage, one women's group, the WCTU, did establish a meeting place
of its own. In the fall of 1893 the Shakespearean Club experimented with
renting the WCTU room, “as it is centrally located,” but the arrangement did
not last. Mitchell County Press, 14 September 1893. Mary Ryan uses the phrase
the geography of gender in Womanhood in America, especially 115 and 211, to
describe the movement by women to establish organizations in the public
sphere that were nevertheless separate from the public organizations of men.
The physical location of these organizations is one aspect of the geography of
gender. Gerda Lerner has pointed to women’s need for “sex-segregated social
space” which “became the terrain in which women could confirm their own
ideas and test them against the knowledge and experience of other women.”
Gerda Lerner, The Creation of Feminist Consciousness: From the Middle Ages to
1870 (New York, 1993), 279.
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the two decades after 1899, membership in the club was always
at full strength, and there was usually a waiting list of women
anxious to be elected.

While the membership of the club fluctuated considerably,
a core remained active for a very long time indeed, and these,
along with key charter members’ energy and staying power,
held the club together long after other reading groups had dis-
banded. Two charter members—Mary Johnson and Clarinda
Hitchcock—were also members of the first Shakespeare Class
in 1881. Both remained active in the club for more than twenty
years. Clarinda Hitchcock, thirty-eight years old in 1881, kept
up a continuous membership until 1913, when she was seventy.
She never held office, although she served on the Topic Com-
mittee for three of the club’s early years. Mary Johnson'’s record
is even more extraordinary. She was the same age as Clarinda
Hitchcock, and probably the two women were close friends,
since they shared many activities and had children of roughly
the same age. Johnson, too, maintained continuous membership
in the club, only withdrawing in 1915 when she was seventy-
two. During that time, she was president twice, vice-president
seven times, served on the Topic Committee three times, and
was the first Federation secretary of the club.'

The club must have played a major part in the lives of these
longtime members. However, several did not confine their pub-
lic activities to the Shakespearean Club. Clarinda Hitchcock
was secretary of the school board from 1889 to 1895. She was
one of the first two women members of the Sage Public Library
Board in 1895 (the other was Mary Johnson), and remained on
that board until 1903. A former student at the Cedar Valley

16. I have compiled biographical information on Clarinda Hitchcock, Mary
Johnson, and other Shakespeareans from a number of sources. Shakespearean
Club annual programs contain information on details of their club member-
ship. By far the richest source of information on other aspects of their lives
has been the local press—the Osage News and Mitchell County Press. These
newspapers printed weekly columns of “Local News” in which they provided
short accounts of the activities of the town’s leading citizens during the pre-
vious week. They also occasionally printed longer accounts of meetings held
by groups such as the WCTU. Other biographical data come from federal and
state censuses, minutes of the Sage Public Library Board, and catalogs of the
Cedar Valley Seminary.
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Seminary in the 1870s, she was treasurer of its alumni associa-
tion. She was also a member of the Woman’s Christian Temper-
ance Union and a local Chautauqua circle, and was prominent
in the Woman Suffrage Society, hosting many of its meetings
during the 1890s. All of this activity occurred while she was
also contributing to the work of the family farm, raising two
daughters and a son, and helping care for her elderly mother.
Laura Eaton, wife of an attorney and state politician, was another
indefatigable worker. In addition to her twenty-four years’ asso-
ciation with the Shakespeareans, she was active in many of the
same organizations as Clarinda Hitchcock—the WCTU, the
Havergal Chautauqua Circle, and the Woman Suffrage Society.
She was also editor of a women's column in the Mitchell County
Press and a member of the Sage Public Library Board, serving
as president in 1899. Women such as these do not at all fit the
stereotype of the women's club member filling in idle hours
with desultory reading, while her male counterpart wheeled
and dealed among his downtown cronies at lodge meetings.

In fact, the social composition of the Shakespeareans matched
that of other dominant groups in Osage’s social structure, such
as the City Council, the Masons, and the Board of Trade. Whereas
five of the ten women in the original Shakespeare Class were
single, members of the new Shakespearean Club were almost
all married —mostly to men who occupied prominent positions
in Osage society. Of thirty-two members in the 1890s whose
husbands’ occupation is known, twenty-one were wives or
daughters of the most affluent and prominent men of the town
—bankers, attorneys, clergymen, physicians, and successful
businessmen. One (Lucretia Deering) was the wife of a U.S. con-
gressman,; later she founded the Osage chapter of the Daughters
of the American Revolution. Nine more came from less promi-
nent, but still solidly middle-class families. Ella Hastings and
Jeannette Katz, for example, were married to merchants. Frances
Stacy and Alice Fisk were schoolteachers. Only two—Clarinda
Hitchcock and Lucy Hawley —came from farm families. Neither,
however, could be categorized as anything but middle class:
Hitchcock was the daughter of a judge (a founder of the town
and a well-known member of the bar), while Hawley was the
mother of a prosperous jeweler.
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Members of the Shakespearean Club pose in costume around the turn
of the century. Among those who can be identified, Laura Eaton and
Clarinda Hitchcock are seated at the far right in the front row;
Jeannette Katz stands at the far left of the front row. Photo courtesy
State Historical Society of Iowa, Iowa City.

Newspaper reports of the annual Shakespearean banquet
promoted the image of club members as well-to-do and influen-
tial. In 1910 members held their banquet in the Congregational
church hall, where “three long white draped tables with their
array of silver and china extended a mute but appealing wel-
come to all.” The food was elaborate: “six well-chosen courses”
started with fruit cocktail and ended with ice cream. After the
“dainty viands” had been consumed, the evening was spent in
“witty, learned and well handled discourse.”” Thus, material
prosperity reinforced moral and intellectual “uplift.”

Of the thirty-one early members whose religion is known,
almost all were mainstream Protestant—mostly Congregation-
alist. One, however, was Jewish (Jeannette Katz), and another
(Ella Hastings) took the highly unusual step of listing her reli-

17. Mitchell County Press, 13 April 1910.
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gion as “none.”"® No early members were Catholic or Lutheran,
despite Osage’s sizable population of middle-class Catholic
women (and much smaller population of middle-class Lutheran
women). The women'’s Protestant ethic, which led them to be-
lieve that Christians should strive to make the world a better
place, also accorded with the club’s self-improvement and social
interventionist aims and ethos.

Of the thirty-five club members whose birthplace is known,
all but one were native-born Americans; Sarah Wilcox, wife of
a Baptist preacher, was born in England. Fifteen came from
eastern states, including New York, Pennsylvania, Vermont,
and Maine. Seventeen (including all of the younger members)
were midwesterners, including nine born in lowa. Two women
born in Kentucky (Louise Abernethy and Louise Fay) were,
like many other members, old enough to have had some recol-
lections of the Civil War.

Yet the Shakespeareans do not fit historian Karen Blair’s
characterization of most study club women as older married
women whose children were no longer their responsibility.”
Most members were middle-aged, the majority in their thirties,
forties, and fifties. Nineteen of thirty-six married members had
young children or teenagers to care for. Jeannette Katz had three,
her youngest being ten years old in 1892. Ella Lapham also had
three: in addition to nine-year-old Burnett and four-year-old
Joyce, she had one-year old Percy when she undertook to serve
on the Topic Committee in 1892. Two wives of clergymen had
the heaviest responsibilities at home. By 1895, Lilian Gist (Con-
gregationalist) had six boys and a girl, including two born in
1893 and 1895 when she was playing a full role in the club.
Sarah Wilcox (Baptist), who joined the club in 1894, had five
children, including twin boys born in 1892. While they undoubt-
edly had some paid household help, only three of the mothers

18. Of the fifty-eight Osage residents who declared themselves as having no
religion in the 1895 census, only eleven were women.

19. Karen ]. Blair, The Clubwoman as Feminist: True Womanhood Defined, 1868—
1914 (New York, 1980), 63. The Shakespeareans more closely fit Janice C.
Steinschneider’s depiction of clubwomen as “middle-aged married women
leading ordinary domestic lives.” Janice C. Steinschneider, An Improved Woman:
The Wisconsin Federation of Women's Clubs, 1895-1920 (Brooklyn, NY, 1994), 4.
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had live-in domestic servants. Probably many Shakespeareans
employed domestic workers who did not live with the family,
but few had access to permanent help on a twenty-four-hour
basis. In any case, even for women with full-time domestic help,
housework was still a major activity. As late as 1914, according
to Ruth Schwartz Cowan, the average time spent on housework
by an affluent middle-class woman with domestic servants was
fifty-six hours per week.” It is hard to reconcile these figures
with Blair’s claim that clubwomen’s responsibilities in the home
had diminished with age or the availability of domestic help
and that the club mainly functioned to fill spare leisure hours.

THE WORK OF THE CLUB could consume a sizable amount
of time for its most active members. The club was run by five
main officers; along with the president, vice-president, secretary,
and treasurer, the club also appointed a Federation secretary,
whose duties consisted mainly of carrying on correspondence
with the General and State Federations. The Shakespeareans
seem to have made a systematic attempt to integrate new mem-
bers into the club by placing them on the Topic Committee (or
maybe this was a job that old-timers were only too glad to pass
on to unsuspecting newcomers). In the first year, as many as
seven members served on the Topic Committee, perhaps be-
cause that was the most daunting task facing the newly formed
club. The following year, that number fell to five, and after that
to three. Occasionally, the key officers also served on the Topic
Committee.”

In general, offices rotated unsystematically among a small
elite. Mary Johnson was not the only member to hold office
time and time again. Jeannette Katz was the first vice-president
and was later vice-president two more times, president twice,
secretary once, and member of the Topic Committee three times.
Ella Hastings was secretary for the first five years of the club’s

20. Ruth Schwartz Cowan, More Work for Mother: The Ironies of Household Tech-
nology from the Open Hearth to the Microwave (New York, 1983), 159.

21. Printed annual Shakespearean Club programs and minutes of the club’s
meetings are the main sources of data about club membership-and study
activities.
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existence and was Federation secretary twice, treasurer once,
and member of the Topic Committee twice. Amelia Lohr, who
was a member of the club for twenty years, was president, vice-
president, and Federation secretary, and served for five years
on the Topic Committee. On the other hand, Clarinda Hitchcock
served on the Topic Committee for the first four years, but never
again held office in her twenty-two years of full membership.
Perhaps she recognized that she was too fully committed else-
where. Laura Eaton, too, was only on the Topic Committee once
and Federation secretary once. Few members went through s