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IN THIS TIME AND PLACE
Christy Aggens, M.F.A.
University of Nebraska, 2024
Adviser: Aaron Holz

I seek out and spend time in relatively wild outdoor locations and create art
based on my observations. The resulting work explores time and place, while the creation
of the work increases my engagement with the environment. This process serves as a
reminder that time is relative and life itself is continuous.

I start by finding time in locations where nature has been given a chance to
thrive and where the sound of human activity is at a minimum. During these retreats, |
use my senses to absorb information and document the experience by journaling, making
recordings, taking photographs, drawing, painting, or a combination of these methods.
After returning from the retreat, I allow time for the experience to distill before creating
the work.

The studio process prolongs my engagement with the subject. Paintings are
typically completed over the course of several days to several weeks, allowing for a vari-
ety of working methods. I allow the scale, medium and method to be determined by my
current interests and curiosities, while the subject remains grounded in the retreat. The
reworking of a painting or a section of a painting can result in multiple variations of the
subject.

When immersed in a wild place, it’s easy to imagine that it is a different decade
or a different century. I maintain this illusion by deliberately omitting human artifacts in
my art, leaving only natural markings of time.

I take comfort in envisioning what might be happening concurrently in those
quiet places, and I also reflect on what they might be like in the future, but above all, this
thesis exhibition is about engaging with the environment for the purpose of being present,

in this time and place.



Tom Lake #3, 2023

Oil on canvas

10" x 10



Pioneers Park Seed-heads, 2024
Oil on canvas
11" x 147
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Other Man Lake, 2024
Oil on canvas
18" x 12"



Prairie Pines Shadow, 2023
Qil on canvas
12" x 12"



Tom Lake #2, 2023
Oil on panel
18" x 18"



Harwood Street, 2023

Oil on panel

18" x 18”



Prairie Pines Puddle, 2024
Oil on panel
12" x 12"



Prairie Pines Puddle, 2024
QOil on panel
12" x 12"



Tom Lake, 2023

Oil on canvas

55" x 63"



Tom Lake, 2023

Oil on canvas

55" x 63"






Tom Lake #6, 2024
Oil on canvas
20" x 20"



Tom Lake #4, 2022
Video Projection
29" x 39"

15:18 minutes



Jack Sinn Memorial SWMA, 2023
Audio recording
3:42 minutes



Pioneers Park Shadow, 2021
Qil on canvas
43" x 43"
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