
Innovation in Patient Safety Education for Learning Communities: A Scavenger Hunt Approach

Eyrica N. Sumida, BS, Melanie H. Teruya, BA, Travis K.F. Hong MD, Vanessa S. Wong MD, Kyra A. Len MD
University of Hawaii John A. Burns School of Medicine

Figure 1: Mean self-reported confidence identifying various patient safety issues before and after QR code activity 
(PS = patient safety; CAUTI = catheter-associated urinary tract infection; RF = risk factors)

Patient Safety Sample Checklist and Teaching Point Example

● 93.8% of 65 students in 2022 and 87.5% of 40 students in 2023 agreed the activity helped 
them identify patient safety errors in a hospital setting (Kirkpatrick level 1).

● Students reported statistically significant increases in confidence in identifying patient 
safety hazards before and after the QR code activity (p<0.001) (Kirkpatrick level 2).

Results

● As part of the University of Hawaii John A. Burns School of 
Medicine’s Learning Community (LC) program, students meet in 
small groups with a faculty mentor for interactive sessions on 
various topics.

● One primary objective of LC is to help learners understand health 
systems science, including identifying barriers to high-quality care 
and patient safety.

● Diemer et. al and Farnan et. al showed that patient safety escape 
rooms/”room of horrors,” in which first year residents and medical 
students had to identify and mitigate potential safety issues, 
improved confidence in identifying such hazards.

Background

● Identify the barriers to delivery of high quality care
● Identify patient safety errors in the hospital setting
● Discuss methods to improve the performance of the healthcare 

system

Objectives

● In 2022 and 2023, fourth year students participated in a patient 
safety scavenger hunt with their LC groups.  

● Students were tasked with identifying as many patient safety hazards 
as possible in simulated adult and pediatric hospital room settings, 
within a set time interval. 

● Led by their faculty mentor, students debriefed and accessed brief 
teaching points about safety hazards using QR codes. 

● After completion, students responded to a post-survey. 

Methods

● The patient safety scavenger hunt increased fourth year students’ 
confidence in identifying patient safety hazards and strategies to 
improve patient safety (Kirkpatrick level 2). 

● Faculty-led debrief within LC allowed for richer discussions in small 
groups.

● Students commented that this interactive style of learning was 
effective.

● For future sessions, we recommend extended debriefing sessions and 
further emphasis on interdisciplinary teams.

Discussion
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Qualitative Feedback Excerpts

“Great activity!  Super 
educational and pretty fun 
overall, QR codes with 
teaching points were great”

“Great job! A really good 
workshop and fun with great 
teaching points. Very painless 
way to learn about patient 
safety in the hospital”

“Exercises were 
relevant to patient 
care and encouraged 
critical thinking”

“Lots of fun and learned a 
lot of valuable things. 
Having to look for our 
own findings was a great 
way to stay engaged”

Left: Learning 
community 
students hunting 
for patient safety 
hazards.
Below: Scan this 
QR code for a 
link to this 
poster.




