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Concernswith Spatial Data: From Quality to Usability

LI zhi- lin
(Dept. of Land Surveying and Geo- Informatics, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University,Hong Kong,China)

Abstract: It has been widely accepted that about 80% of the budget of a GIS project is the cost of
spatial data. Therefore, spatial data is a big concern to both researchers and practitioners.  In recent
years, the quality of spatial data has become a hot research topic. Data quality has attracted much
attention from geoinformation community.  Data producers try their best to produce data with highest
quality. However, in practice, many users are not very satisfied with the spatial data available although
the quality of the data is adequate according to specifications. In this paper, the author tries to explain
that "quality” is only one of the many elements in a broader concept - "usability". Other fifty measures
have been identified, such as accessibility, availability, benefits, completeness, familiarity, industry best
practice, reliability, and so on.
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Fig.1 Loess Plateau area in northwest China
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Fig.2 Changes in the coastal lines of Hong Kong over time
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