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Abstract

The aim of this symposium is to discuss what these victims, who were elementary or junior high school students
at the time of the Fukushima nuclear accident, have experienced, and how they have created their own perspectives
over the past 12years. This program is conducted by the collaboration between young victims and Waseda university
students of the same age.

Ms. Haruka Sato has experienced evacuation, moving from one relative's house to another, leaving behind her father,
who did not leave Fukushima due to his work. She has stopped talking about being an evacuee to people around her
because of her experience of being denied by them for she evacuated from outside the evacuation zone and left her
father behind at the evacuation site. However, this symposium gave her the experience of being able to talk about
her experiences and thoughts in a safe and secure environment without being denied. She said that she would like to
continue sharing her experiences and thoughts as an evacuee.

Ms. Ai Atsumi experienced frequent nosebleeds, diarrhea, rashes, and other health problems while living in Koriyama
City, Fukushima Prefecture for about a year after the nuclear accident occurred. In her second year of junior high
school, her mother decided to evacuate to Hyogo Prefecture with her children to protect their health and safety from
radiation, but her parents ended up divorcing after the evacuation due to differences in their perceptions of radiation.
Although she was hurt by the heartless words she received at the evacuation site, she was saved by the presence of her
friends who stood by her. Through this dialogue with Waseda University students, she has learned that it is possible
to understand each other even though we have different experiences. She will continue to share her experiences of the
disaster with the next generation to "keep the nuclear accident from fading away”.

Ms. Niina Tanba, born and raised in (from) Iwaki City, Fukushima Prefecture, has thought that Iwaki City is not a
"disaster area" but rather an "area that accepts victims". And she was strongly convinced that she was "not a victim of
the disaster”. However, after entering university, she had more opportunities to interact with people outside of Iwaki,
and experienced a back-and-forth between "being a victim" and "not being a victim," depending on the location and
the people she interacted with. For her, the symposium helped her to organize her own experiences and led to the
realization that she wanted to be a part of the nuclear power plant evacuees' narratives.

Ms. Hannah Kanno evacuated to the Kansai region in the summer of her second year of elementary school to
protect herself from the dangers of radiation. She says that the most difficult time for the whole family was when she
was separated from her father, who remained in Fukushima for a year to organize his work and their house. At the
elementary school where she was evacuated, she had some troubles with a classmate who teased her by saying, "Go
back to Fukushima". Having experienced not being allowed to speak her thoughts about the nuclear accident at a school
in Japan, she was attracted to the free (and open) discussion about social and environmental issues at her high school
in Korea. She is now studying at a university in Korea. At the symposium, she conveyed the message that "the nuclear
accident is not over yet" through stories about the dangers of nuclear power plants and her own life as an evacuee.

Ms. Wakana temporarily evacuated to Yamagata Prefecture after the nuclear accident but returned to Fukushima in
April to attend the high school she had been accepted to. At this high school, there was an atmosphere in the prefecture
that "there is no radiation hazard," and she spent many suffocating days trying to fit in. She evacuated to Yamagata
Prefecture again, but as time went by, a gap in perceptions of radiation began to emerge even within her family. While
she had nightmares about the nuclear accident and continued to experience mental and physical discomfort due to
the discord with her family, she met people through social networking services who supported her. And sensing the
possibility of the place to stay, she moved to Hokkaido. She feels that the trend in modern society is in crisis as people
are "not allowed" to talk about the nuclear accident.

The most significant outcome of the symposium was that it provided an opportunity for the victims involved to share
their experiences with each other, gaining new insights through the dialogues. It also made students and researchers
of this symposium realize the importance of thinking and acting as if it were our own, even if we have not had similar
experiences. This symposium can contribute to reaffirm the damage caused by the ongoing nuclear accident and to

resolve social inequalities and divisions in the future.
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