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The aspect of "consideration" in "disagreement communication"
based on the analysis of everyday decision-making discussion aimed to determine
the traits of native Japanese speakers and Japanese learners

JIN Guiying

Abstract
The purpose of this study is to analyze how native Japanese speakers and Japanese learners
handle discussions deciding everyday things. The “considerations,” both recognized and not
recognized by the listener, and the factors of each situation are presented with conversation
examples.
According to the results, two categories, "form" and "detail," emerged. There are two types of
form, the first involves giving opinions euphemistically, and the second endeavors to make the
topic move on easily. (1) Giving opinions euphemistically means avoiding assertion at the end
of a sentence. (2) Making the topic move on means using an interrogative sentence to gain
consent, and using a flexible manner of confirmation at the end of the sentence.
There are four types of detail, the first is to give opinions euphemistically, the second is to
promote understanding, the third is to be kind, and the fourth is to express something
ambiguously. (1) Giving opinions euphemistically, in this case, means showing understanding
before "disagreement," showing agreement before "disagreement," and implying the reason for
"disagreement." Showing hesitation is a form of consideration. (2) Encouraging understanding
through consideration means offering the reasons and the basis for a way of thinking. (3) Being
kind means discussing the ins and outs of a situation intentionally. (4) Expressing something
ambiguously means offering the consideration of explaining things vaguely.
The forms of consideration involving giving the reasons and basis and that of explaining things
vaguely are forms of consideration that are out of step between speakers and listeners. The
reason that a deviation between speakers and listeners occurs has to do with the perception of
"Touzensei" regarding decisions in conversations, and lack of understanding of one another’s

intentions.

{Keywords ] Discussion, Native Japanese speakers and Japanese learners, Disagreement communication,
Consideration
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