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COLWRIT - Collaborative Online Writing in Google Docs:
Presenting a Research Design

Lars Birch Andreasen, Frederikke Winther, Thorkild Hanghgj and Birger Larsen N e AALBORG UNIVERSITY
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When multiple users are able to use
the commenting functions of a shared

online writing tool, then what are the
implications of that?

Stud; purpose

* The emergence of online
collaborative writing tools
(e.g. Google Docs) opens up
new opportunities when
students are
co-producing texts

* The COLWRIT study
(Collaborative Online Writing)
explores how the
collaboration and writing ‘ R4 a Sirger Larsen

Q

Collaborative writing processes

 CW [collaborative writing] is an iterative and social
process that involves a team focused on a common
objective that negotiates, coordinates, and communicates
during the creation of a common document.

* The potential scope of CW goes beyond the more basic
act of joint composition to include the likelihood of pre-
and post task activities, team formation, and planning.

* Furthermore, based on the desired writing task, CW

Strategies, activities, document control
approaches, team roles, and work modes.

J Lowry, Curtis & Lowry (2004)
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processes of university 10:36 Today

Creating their’ Shared text discussing, negotiating, coordinating,

- - facilitating, supervising, outlining,
> drafting, reviewing, revising and editing.

g ’ These include: Planning, leading,
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through the use of
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Ethical implications
—= m . Agreed consent will be obtained from all
\ informants (students) in relation to data

logging and observations

* All data will be anonymized
/ ——  All informants (students) are invited to
/ participate in a research seminar,
\ I where we present and invite for
\ ; /4 . . . L.
\ ); 4 discussion of the preliminary findings of
\ / the study
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/  Expected results Mo
;/ We expect to be able to: Y
,' « Describe significant variation in the students’ approaches to ,__-———--"
*~~~ ,/ collaborative online writing, especially in relation to the /”
T students’ different roles and different phases of the writing ,' —
Process : )
« Understand different aspects of the groups’ collaboration 1 -
and negotiation in relation to coordinating and creating a ‘\
shared text
* Understand the meaning and interplay of different online
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