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retrieval of information. NCEI would coordinate the 
information gathered by the many government 
environmental R&D projects, accumulating data from a 
wide range of federal departments and agencies, state and 
local governments, academia, industry, and non-
governmental organizations. 

 
Within the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the 
report recommends consolidating the 12 existing national 
laboratories into four major labs: A National Ecological 
Systems Laboratory, a National Environmental Monitoring 
Systems Laboratory, a National Environmental Engineering 
Laboratory, and a National Health Effects Research 
Laboratory. It also recommends establishing up to six 
major Environmental Research Institutes (ERIs) associated 
academic institutions and nongovernmental organizations 
around the country. The ERIs would be EPA’s “Flexible, 
problem-oriented, multidisciplinary” arm, while the 
national labs would maintain their “more structured, 
discipline-oriented, intramural” identity. 

 
This is a critical period in the evolution of the nation’s 
environmental programs. Decisive action is needed to 
ensure that the government can anticipate and respond not 
only to the challenges the nation and the world face today, 
but also to those that are likely to arise in the years ahead. 
In Environmental Research and Development: 
Strengthening the Federal Infrastructure, the Carnegie 
Commission on Science, Technology, and Government 
focuses on realistic, effective “fixes” to modernize the 
federal environmental R&D system and redirect its 
resources to the emerging problems of the 2lstcentury. The 
report is meant to contribute to the discussion and debate of 
a full range of proposals for improving the nation’s capacity 
to protect the environmental and ensure the sustainable use 
of national and global resources. 

 
 
 

Whatever path we choose, choose we must. As we 
move farther into the information age, the R&D, education 
and technology transfer programs need to change, need to 
be strengthened, and need to become a primary objective. 
We need to cultivate a perspective that embraces change, a 
culture that continually seeks new information and re-
evaluates current practices. Then tradition has little merit 
and the future gap between what can be and what is 
closes. 
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