-

View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you byf’f CORE

provided by VBN

Aalborg Universitet
AALBORG UNIVERSITY

DENMARK

Human-Forest Relationships
Redefining the role of forests in modern society for a sustainable culture
Ritter, Eva; Dauksta, Dainis

Published in:
1<sup>st</sup> Conference on Forest for People

Publication date:
2012

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication from Aalborg University

Citation for published version (APA):

Ritter, E., & Dauksta, D. (2012). Human-Forest Relationships: Redefining the role of forests in modern society
for a sustainable culture. In 1™ Conference on Forest for People: International experiences and the vital role of
forests for the future University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences Vienna (BOKU).

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

? Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
? You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
? You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal ?

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at vbn@aub.aau.dk providing details, and we will remove access to
the work immediately and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from vbn.aau.dk on: December 25, 2020


https://core.ac.uk/display/60514442?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://vbn.aau.dk/en/publications/f7cb266b-91af-434e-bd76-bcebb0735c58

|UF®

Human-forest relationships - redefining the role of forests in modern society for a sustainable culture
Eva Ritter(Aalborg University, Dept. of Civil Engineering, Denmark)
Dainis Dauksta (Powys, Wales LD23PR, UK, Cefn Coch, Buith Wells)

The relationship between forests and people goes back to the early development of civilisation. However, parallel with
technical innovations and an increasing urbanisation of the society, an alienation from nature has taken place.
Alternative materials or resources have replaced the use of forest products, and the role of forests in the daily life of
people has changed. However, during the last decades, the interest in forests as a renewable resource has increased
again. Re-defining our relationship to forests may therefore be able to help us develop a sustainable culture.

Although society has become more conscious about the various values that forests have for mankind, most interests are
dealing with the social, economic and ecological functions of forests. What is missing in the discussion of our
relationship to forests is a comparable interest in cultural functions. While many of the social, economic and ecological
issues are quite new, often rooted in problems and challenges of modern society, cultural and spiritual values are
characterized by their long history and the bonds which they have formed between forests and people. Acknowledging
these ancient values may help strengthen the awareness of people of their dependency on forests. The aim should be to
build up a sustainable relationship between forests and the needs of the modern society, including productive, spiritual,
emotional and aesthetical aspects.

In this paper, we will look at the bonds between forests and people that have developed through history. By knowing
our cultural roots and the role that forests have played in the development of our civilisation, we can learn to value
their importance in modern society. This may help us achieve a holistic, sustainable management of our forest
resources.
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