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THE STUDY OF THE DISCURSIVE AND SOCIAL ASPECTS OF TRANSNATIONAL
NETWORKING AND ITS ROLE IN SHAPING TRANSNATIONAL IDENTITY IN A

hnologies about i, mobie, ragnented denes more relevnt than ever. These

Shifts in the mechanisms.of idenity constructon have justiiably triggered large scholary interest. Whie scholarly work that emerged as a e o o e b rightly rawn atenton 0. Jarge number of problematic sSues and chalenges connected (0 ransnational IMNg, it has also ceated a mainstream (endency

. mbo stale of eistance. I e postnakonal pradig of thring, migercy i beng perpealy cefred o5 a i site o bs" (Buvve\ 2008:369) and the discussions of European me«unes seem 1o become ﬁm\y
m etc. (Howarth and Torfing 2005:83-

BEYOND THE DIASPORA:
L]
L ]
“The rapidly increasing mobily of human and non-human agencies, growth of ansnational economies, a
.
discuss the transnational, the migrant, and the mobile as being some sort of temporary,in-betweer
ostonsd witi th framework o cogrive ychaogy vty bomowing o the reperiore ofhis dscling I (er descipions of mosls Kenfis a3 siT, dua’, T’ 1o 85). While
ety oo and compenty 4000 1 W ok by vamenasanl S, canio Dl ik o conceres by ihe. ot e warsrasorel i become Consnced b i academ and pubc dscourse as some son of medica conditon, as & way of beg.which s boin devint and haotc. Conskleig that
transnatonaliy i far from being a new phenomenon and that even the mos recent wave of rapidy expanding and intensitying transnational tendencies has been decades, {alk about several generations of people exsting n on-
g st o ey 5. Th Do, wheh 1 1 1o make In 15 pape 15 ot 1t Qe00rapH<e) andculrl mObly 12 ot Coplos And complcated way of being o ha denicaonl process i he. anenatonal cofos s o a comlex and complcared cono o St deing: bt ot aloemenioned
etk decuss o s of rarara ety s of ofi ey andpersety it (st 22 il phrcmen sk Second, s S it shod i e, e of e et Wha | i my et o h e o il oy and o rs g e o
identity formation process and that transnational living which involves on-going physical, geographical, discursive and cultural f the actors in tf takes place is in fact a durable, lasting way of contemporary being and potentially a new and the only sustainable
foum ofidenit Gonsuuclon in the nearest fuure. Within the ramewiork of my project | am terefore engaged in mapping and mldng visble those geograptical, dscursive and socil places bewween which migranis re supposedly doomed o Shutle and whal 5 more mporiant n racing the taversal that peope ay
between those places in their everyday actions. By scrupulously drawing a close topography of human praciices | am investigating discursive and social mechanisms that are involved in the complex process of rewring and extending familiar sets o relations that partipate in the constructon of participants' ideniies to
include new, unfamiliar places, connections and agencies. | am interested in examining how through the process of discursive and social networking the actors bring back into their lives points of references that were made geographically distant and physically unattainable by their mobility and how the same process of
Jural wring them X hich | describe as transnafional networkine
THEORETICAL-METHODOLOGICAL GROUND
R e e -1
“"multiple, intersecting nobilities* b} f + views social reality as an ongoing relating of
amoro netwerked” patterning of economic material and human agencies and seeks not
and social to find hierarchy in and stabilize the pre-
new “mobi y paradigm” in social science defined constructs of which social reality is
> ° presumably assembled but to track and
Del;rlrllonlahzauoanelemlonah}zaﬂnn 0 Uncover interconnectedness as i is being
Mobil \l\?s Moorings (Urry 2006:2) made and re-made by the actors
Increasing convergence between transport, ACTOR
communication and new forms of NETWORK
technology - new “mobility nexuses” MOBILITY TURN:
“Network’ and ‘Networkin: THEORY (ANT)
Hannam, Sheller,
Urry (2006),
gty (2006) Law (2004),
renner (2004)
FEN rathern (1996)
RESEARCH
METHOD AND ANALYSIS:
MTHODOLY Scollon (2005,
- “seeks to analyse rather minute and

' What happens to taken-for-granted, neutralised points of
reference when the actors get on the move?

What happens to the established relational nexuses when
they  become geographically  distant. and  physically
unavailable?.

. Do they break completely leaving the actors: with: the
irreparable sense of loss and confusion?.

Or. do' they become doubled by a new set! of ‘relations
adopted from & new: cultural context:making the actors

constantly = shuttle “between  the  old “familiar. and " the
adopted unfamiliar?.

Or dojthey continue o betinvolved in the construction of;

. actorstidentitiesintheshaping of theirbeing;and if yes

imwhatifi and throughwhatimechanisms
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| NEXUS OF PRACTICE

concrete moments in the daily lives of
social actors in which these very broad
urses” (such as discourses of
transnationalism) “are made real in the
actions of common people”. (Scollon
2005:467)

Rusmam playaroup meeting, September 21, 2008

"l

t
that he (Kafia's son) doesn't eat bread?

( 2
o ! he eats <nomal>food
RUSMAM/ : sheisikefor uample?
. 3 salm
\ \ 7ed caviar wih g spoons
X EVERYBODY: @@@

RUSSIAN
SCHOOL

EXAMPLE 2 Conversation during Rusmam playgroup meeling, September 7, 2008
PRANDIAL
DISCOURSES
L 2ZHANAR <Usnston) bough s Russlansouptorchidronyestary

knowwih chickenred henis name
5 ReseaRCHER: Wheredi you buy it>
4. ZHANAR In the Asian shop of course i is ownedby an Afghan couple she speaks
5 Russiana lile.
6 the soupis Polishof course but it tastes like in my childhood

CHILD-UPBRINGING; 5
DISCOURSES
( RUSFORUM b
RUSSIAN SHOP. HTTP://RUSFO. EXAMPLE 3 Conversation during Rusmam “without children get:
IN AALBORG RUM.DK togothers”, September 6. 2008

I am asking her (the owner of the shop) tvorog is it Russian?
<which>Russian?

or from <where>

she says storage house

| wantto know the address @ where it is <from>

prepared
ian born

iin Armenia.

‘arown up in
ussia

INANE OF THE PARTICIPANT)
-] think " Those, E
Everything mouth. You can't buy
bought in s
bought in INAME OF THE PARTICIPANT:
“Iranian K, | gotit, itmeans th 9

(1 stillbuy the green ones here though)

and from
ingredients
bought in
“Rus:

[NAME OF THE 1: You are welcome. | Inow

AALBORG UNIVYERSITET

EXAMPLE 4 i
1 FATIMA; I'am largely buying such products, these goods are slightly

2. 0 ol

3 but the one form

a L the L

5. we are used o eat

6 Some sweets are going to arrive soon hmm Veche. Vechernija
7. Moskva that is | am not taking the Polish ones.
6.RESEARCHER: Why? Whatare they worse...?

7. FATIMA: ‘There are more soya in the chocolate ... | am buying more.

8 expensive products but more natural

[NAME OF THE PARTICIPANT]:
[.] And this s a link to the site about vorog and makingit yourself.
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