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RESEARCH Open Access

Joint DOA and multi-pitch estimation based on
subspace techniques
Johan Xi Zhang1*, Mads Græsbøll Christensen2, Søren Holdt Jensen1 and Marc Moonen3

Abstract

In this article, we present a novel method for high-resolution joint direction-of-arrivals (DOA) and multi-pitch
estimation based on subspaces decomposed from a spatio-temporal data model. The resulting estimator is termed
multi-channel harmonic MUSIC (MC-HMUSIC). It is capable of resolving sources under adverse conditions, unlike
traditional methods, for example when multiple sources are impinging on the array from approximately the same
angle or similar pitches. The effectiveness of the method is demonstrated on a simulated an-echoic array
recordings with source signals from real recorded speech and clarinet. Furthermore, statistical evaluation with
synthetic signals shows the increased robustness in DOA and fundamental frequency estimation, as compared with
to a state-of-the-art reference method.

Keywords: multi-pitch estimation, direction-of-arrival estimation, subspace orthogonality, array processing

1. Introduction
The problem of estimating the fundamental frequency,
or pitch, of a period waveform has been of interest to
the signal processing community for many years. Funda-
mental frequency estimators are important for many
practical applications such as automatic note transcrip-
tion in music, audio and speech coding, classification of
music, and speech analysis. Numerous algorithms have
been proposed for both the single- and multi-pitch sce-
narios [1-5]. The problem for single-pitch scenarios is
considered as well-posed. However, in real-world sig-
nals, the multi-pitch scenario occurs quite frequently
[2,6]. The multi-pitch estimation algorithms are often
based on, i.e., various modification of the auto-correla-
tion function [1,7], maximum likelihood, optimal filter-
ing, and subspace techniques [2,3,8]. In real-life
recordings, problems such as frequency overlap of
sources, reverberation, and colored noise will strongly
limit the performance of multi-pitch estimator and esti-
mator designed for single channel recordings often use
simplified signal models. One widely used signal simpli-
fication in multi-pitch estimators, for example, is the
sparseness of the signal, where the frequency spectrum

of sources are assumed to not overlap [2]. This assump-
tion may be appropriate when sources consist of mix-
ture of several speech signals having different pitches
[9]. However, for audio signals it is less likely to be true.
This is especially so in western music, where instru-
ments are most often played in accord, something that
causes the harmonics to overlap or even coincide. With
only single-channel recording it is, therefore, hard, or
perhaps even impossible, to estimate pitches with over-
lapping harmonics, unless additional information, such
as a temporal or spectral model, is included.
Recently, multi-channel approaches have attracted

considerable attention both in single- and multi-pitch
scenarios. By exploring the spatial information of the
sources, more robust pitch estimators have been pro-
posed [10-14]. Most of those multi-channel methods are
still mainly based on auto-correlation function-related
approaches, however, although a few exceptions can be
found in [15-18]. In direction-of-arrival (DOA) estima-
tors, audio and speech signals are often modeled as
broadband signal, and standard subspace methods such
as MUSIC and ESPRIT are only defined for narrow-
band signal model, which then fail to directly operate
on broadband signals [19]. One often used concept is
band-pass filtering of broadband signals into subbands,
where narrow-band estimators can be applied to each
subband [20]. In the narrow-band case, a delay in the
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signal is equivalent to a phase shifts according to the
frequencies of complex exponentials. An alternative
method is, however, as follows: since harmonic signals
consist of sinusoidal components, we can model each
source as multiple narrow-band signal with distinct fre-
quencies arriving at the same DOA.
In this article, we propose a parametric method for sol-

ving the problem of joint fundamental frequency and
DOA estimation based on subspace techniques where the
quantities of interest are jointly estimated using a
MUSIC-like approach. We term the proposed estimator
Multi-channel multi-pitch Harmonic MUSIC (MC-
HMUSIC). The spatio-temporal data model used in MC-
HMUSIC is based on the JAFE data model [21,22]. Ori-
ginally, the JAFE data model was used for estimating
joint unconstrained frequencies and DOAs estimates of
complex exponential using ESPRIT, which is referred as
joint angle-frequency estimation (JAFE) algorithm.
Other-related work with joint frequency-DOA methods
includes [23-25]. In this article, we have parametrized the
harmonic structure of periodic signals in the signal
model to model the fundamental frequency and the
DOA of individual sources. An estimator is constructed
for jointly estimating the parameters of interest. Incor-
porating the DOA parameter in finding the fundamental
frequency may give better robustness against a signal
with overlapping harmonics. Similarly, it can be expected
that the DOA can be found more accurately when the
nature of the signal of interest is taken into account.
The remainder of this article is comprised four sec-

tions: Section 2, in which we will introduce some nota-
tion, the spatio-temporal signal model, for which we
also derive the associated Cramér-Rao lower bound,
along with the JAFE data mode; Section 3, where we
then present the proposed method; Section 4, in which
we present the experimental results obtained using the
proposed method; and, finally, Section 5, where we con-
clude on our work.

2. Fundamentals
2.1. Spatio-temporal signal model
Next, the signal model employed throughout the article
will be presented. Without multi-path propagation of
sources, it is given as follows: the signal xi received by
microphone element i arranged in a uniform linear
array (ULA) configuration, i = 1,..., M, is given by

xi(n) =
K∑

k=1

Lk∑
l=1

βl,kej(ωkln+φkl(i−1)) + ei(n),

βl,k = Al,kejγl, k ,

(1)

for sample index n = 0,..., N - 1, where subscript k
denotes the kth source and l the lth harmonic.

Moreover, Al,k is the real-valued positive amplitude of
the complex exponential, Lk is the number of harmo-
nics, K is number of sources, gl,k is the phase of the
individual harmonics, jk is the phase shift caused by
the DOA, and ei(n) is complex symmetric white Gaus-
sian noise. The phase shift between array elements is

given as φk = ωkfs d
c sin(θk) , where d is the spacing

between the elements measured in wavelengths, c is
the speed of propagation in unit [m/s], θk is the DOA
defined for θk Î [-90°, 90°], fs is the signal sampling
frequency. The problem of interest is to estimate ωk

and θk. We in the following assume that the number
of sources K is known and the number of harmonics
Lk of individual sources is known or found in some
other, possibly joint, way. We note that a number of
ways of doing this has been proposed in the past
[26-28,2].

2.2. Cramér-Rao lower bound
We will now proceed to derive the exact Cramér-Rao
lower bound (CRLB) for the problem of estimating the
parameters of interest. First, we define the M × 1 deter-
ministic signal model vector s(n, μ) with column ele-
ment as

si(n, μ) =
K∑

k=1

Lk∑
l=1

βl,kej(ωkln+φkl(i−1)), βl,k = Al,kejγl,k , (2)

where s(n, μ) = [s1(n, μ) ... sM(n, μ)]
T. Furthermore,

the parameter vector μ is given by

μ = [ω1 · · · ωK θ1 · · · θK

A1,1 γ1,1 · · · ALK ,K γLK ,K].
(3)

Recall that the observed signal vector with additive
white noise is given by

x(n) = s(n, μ) + e(n) =

⎡
⎢⎣

s1(n, μ)
...

sM(n, μ)

⎤
⎥⎦ + e(n), (4)

with e(n) being the noise column vector. The CRLB is
defined as the variance of an unbiased estimate of the
pth element of μ, which is lower bounded as

var(μp) ≥ [C−1]pp, (5)

where C is the so-called Fisher information matrix
given by

C =
2
σ 2

Re

(
N−1∑
n=0

∂s(n, μ)H

∂μ

∂s(n, μ)
∂μT

)
. (6)
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The partial derivative matrix is denoted as

∂s(n, μ)
∂μ

=
[

∂s1(n,μ)
∂μ

· · · ∂sM(n,μ)
∂μ

]
, (7)

where vector ∂si(n,μ)
∂μ

is the partial derivatives with

respect to the entries in the vector μ. The expression

for the columns in ∂s(n,μ)
∂μ

is given as

∂si(n,μ)
∂μ

=

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

L1∑
l=1

jl
(
n + (i − 1)fs d

c sin(θ1)
)

βl,1ej(ω1ln+φ1l(i−1))

...
LK∑
l=1

jl
(

n + (i − 1)fs d
c sin(θK)

)
βl,Kej(ωK ln+φK l(i−1))

L1∑
l=1

(
jl(i − 1) ω1fs d

c cos(θ1)
)

βl,1ej(ω1ln+φ1l(i−1))

...
LK∑
l=1

(
jl(i − 1)ωKfs d

c cos(θK)
)

βl,Kej(ωKln+φK l(i−1))

ejγ1,1ej(ω1n+φ1(i−1))

jA1,1ejγ1,1ej(ω1n+φ1(i−1))

...

ejγLK ,K ej(ωKLKn+φKLK (i−1))

jALK ,KejγLK ,K ej(ωKLKn+φKLK (i−1))

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

. (8)

2.3. The JAFE data model
Next, we will introduce the specifics of the JAFE data
model [22,29] that our method is based on. At a time
instant n the received signal from the M array elements
are x(n) = [x1(n) x2(n) ... xM(n)]

T, which can be written
as

x(n) = A�b + e(n), (9)

where e(n) Î ℂM×1 is the noise vector, and A = [A1 ...
AK] is a Vandermonde matrix containing parameters ωk

and θk for sources k = 1, . . . , K, i.e.,

Ak =
[
a(θk, ωk1) · · · a(θk, ωkLk)

]
, (10)

with a(θ, ω) being the array steering vector given by

a(θ , ω) =
[

1 · · · ejωfs
d
c (M−1) sin(θ)

]T

. (11)

Here, (·)T denotes the vector transpose. Unlike the
steering vector defined in [22,21], where only the DOA
is parametrized, here, a general definition of the vector
(11) is used, in which it depends on both θ and ω [29].
The frequency components are expressed in
�n = diag

([
�n

1 · · · �n
K

])
where the matrix for each

source is given by

�k = diag
([

ejωk · · · ejωkLk
])

. (12)

The complex amplitudes for involving components are
represented by the following vector:

b =
[
β1,1 · · · βL1,1 · · · β1,K · · · βLK ,K

]T . (13)

To capture the temporal behavior, N time-domain
data samples of the array output x(n) are collected to
form the M × N data matrix X, which is defined as

X =
[
x(n) · · · x(N)

]
. (14)

Due to the structure of the harmonic components, the
data matrix is given by

X = A
[
b �b · · · �N−1b

]
+ E, (15)

where E Î ℂM×N is a matrix containing N sample of
the noise vector e(n).
In speech and audio signal processing, it is common

to model each source as a set of multiple harmonics
with model order Lk >1. Due to the narrow-band
approximation of the steering vector, the multiple com-
plex components with distinct frequencies impinge on
the array with identical DOA will result in a non-unique
spatial frequencies which cause a harmonic structure in
the spatial frequencies jkl ∀l as well. The multiple
sources impinge on the array with different DOAs con-
sisting of various frequency components may, for certain
frequency combinations, give the same array steering
vector, which cause the matrix A to be rank deficient.
Normally, this ambiguous mapping of the steering vec-
tor is mitigated by band-pass filtering the signal into its
subbands, where the DOA of the signal is uniquely
modeled by the narrow-band steering vector [20, Chap.
9].
Here, the ambiguities and the rank-deficiency are

avoided by introducing temporal smoothness in order to
restore the rank of A. The temporally smoothed data
matrix is obtained by stacking t times temporally shifted
versions of the original data matrix [22,21,29], given as

Xt =

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

A[b �b · · · �N−tb]

A�[b �b · · · �N−tb]

...

A�t−1[b �b · · · �N−tb]

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦ + Et, (16)

where Xt Î ℂtM×N-t+1 is the temporally smoothed data
matrix, and Et is the noise term constructed from E in a
similar way as Xt. In using the signal model where the
amplitudes are assumed stationary for n = 0, . . . , N - 1,
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Xt can be factorized as

Xt =

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎣

A
A�

...
A�t−1

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎦ [

b �b · · · �N−tb
]

+ Et. (17)

With some additional definitions, we can also write
this expression more compactly as

Xt = ĀtBt + Et , (18)

where Āt = [A AF ... AFt-1]T and Bt = [b Fb ... FN-t

b]. The temporally smoothed data matrix Xt can maxi-

mally resole up to tM ≥ ∑K
k=1 Lk complex exponentials,

where Āt is linearly independent for any distinct θ and
ω [30].
When multiple sources with distinct DOA with the

same fundamental frequency impinge on the array, it
will result in correlation between the underlying sig-
nals, which will make it harder to separate the corre-
sponding components into its eigenvectors [22,31]. To
mitigate this problem, spatial smoothing is intro-
duced, which works as follows. An array of M sensors
is subdivided into S subarrays. In this article, the sub-
arrays are spatially shifted with one element in each
subarrays, the number of elements in each subarray
being MS = M - S + 1. For s = 1, . . . , S , let
Js ∈ CtMs×tM be the selection matrix corresponding to
the sth subarray for the data matrix Xt. Then, the spa-
tio-temporally smoothed data matrix

Xt,S ∈ CtMs×S(N−t+1) is given by

Xt,s = [J1Xt · · · JSXt] . (19)

Furthermore, Xt,s can be factorized as

Xt,s =
[
J1Āt · · · JSĀt

]⎡
⎢⎣

Bt

. . .
Bt

⎤
⎥⎦ + Et,s, (20)

where Et,s is the noise term constructed from E in a
similar way as Xt,s. Using the shift invariance structure
in Am, the term JsAm for s = 1, . . . , S is given by

JsĀt = J1Āt�
s−1, (21)

where

� = diag
{[

ejφ11 · · · ejφ1L1 · · · ejφK1 · · · ejφKLK
]}

,(22)

which is simply the phase difference between array
elements. With (21), the matrix Xt,s can be written in a
compact form as

Xt,s = J1Āt
[
Bt �Bt · · · �S−1Bt

]
+ Et,s, (23)

with selection matrix expressed as

J1 = It ⊗ [IMs 0], (24)

where It Î ℝt×t and IMs ∈ RMs×Ms are the identity
matrices, ⊗ is the Kroneker product as defined in [22].
It is interesting to note that the noise term Et,s is no

longer white due to the spatio-temporal smoothing pro-
cedure, as correlation between the different rows of (23)
is obtained. A pre-whitening step can be implemented
in (23) to mitigate this. We note, however, that accord-
ing to results reported in [22], pre-whitening step is
only interesting for signals with low SNR where minor
estimation improvement can be achieved. In this article,
the main interest is to propose a multi-channel joint
DOA and multi-pitch estimator, for which reason the
whitening process is left without further description, but
we refer the interested reader to [22]. We also note that
aside from spatial smoothing, forward-backward aver-
aging could also be implemented to reduce the influence
of the correlated sources [22,31,19].

3. The proposed method
3.1. Coarse estimates
From the final spatio-temporally smoothed data matrix,
a basis for the signal and noise subspaces can be
obtained as follows. The singular value decomposition
(SVD) of the data matrix (23) is given by

Xt,s = U�VH, (25)

where the columns of U are the singular vectors, i.e.,

U =
[
u1 · · · utMS

]
. (26)

A basis of the orthogonal complement of the signal
subspace, also called the noise subspace, is formed from
singular vector associated with the mMS - Q least signif-
icant singular values, i.e.,

G =
[
uQ+1 · · · umMS

]
, (27)

with Q =
∑K

k=1
Lk being the total number of complex

exponentials in the signal. Similarly, the signal subspace
is spanned by the Q largest singular values, i.e.,

S =
[
u1 · · · uQ

]
. (28)

The defined signal subspace and noise subspace have
similar property as traditional subspaces where estima-
tors such as joint DOA and frequency, or fundamental
frequency estimators can be constructed using the
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principle used in MUSIC [19,32,27,26,4]. According to
the signal noise subspace orthogonality principle, the
following relationship holds:

J1ĀtG = 0, (29)

where we, for notational simplicity, have introduced
J1Āt = Ats. The matrix Ats is comprised Vandermonde
matrices for sources k = 1, . . . , K. The matrix for each
individual source is given by

Ats,k =

⎡
⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

1 · · · 1
ejφk ejφkLk

...
...

ejφkS · · · ejφkLkS

...
...

ejωk(t−1) · · · ejωkLk(t−1)

ejφkejωk(t−1) ejφkLk ejωkLk(t−1)

...
...

ejφkSejωk(t−1) · · · ejφkLkSejωkLk(t−1)

⎤
⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

. (30)

The cost function of the proposed joint DOA and
multi-pitch estimator is then

J(ωk, θk) =
∥∥AH

ts,kG
∥∥2

F , (31)

where ||·||F is the Frobenius Norm. Note that this
measure is closely related to the angles between the sub-
spaces as explained in [33] and can hence be used as a
measure of the extent to which (29) holds for a candi-
date fundamental frequency and DOA. The pair of fun-
damental frequency and DOA can, therefore, be found
as the combination that is the closest to being orthogo-
nal to G, i.e.,

{ωk, θk}K
k=1 = arg min

{θk}K
1 ,{ωk}K

1

∥∥AH
ts,kG

∥∥2
F . (32)

The multi-channel estimators will have a cost function
which is more well-behaved compared to those of single
channel multi-pitch estimators (see, e.g., [26,32,28] for
some examples of such).

3.2. Refined estimates
For many applications, only a coarse estimate of
involved fundamental frequencies and DOAs are
needed, in which case the cost function in (32) is evalu-
ated on pre-defined search region with some specified
granularity. If, however, very accurate estimates are
desired, a refined estimate can be found as described
next. For a rough estimate of the parameter of interests,
refined estimates are obtained by minimizing the cost
function in (32) using a cyclic minimization approach.

The gradient of the cost function (32) for fundamental
frequency and DOA are given as

∂

∂ωk
J(ωk, θk) = 2Re

(
Tr

{
AH

ts,kGGH ∂

∂ωk
Ats,k

})
, (33)

∂

∂θk
J(ωk, θk) = 2Re

(
Tr

{
AH

ts,kGGH ∂

∂θk
Ats,k

})
, (34)

with Re (·) denoting the real value. The gradient can
be used for finding refined estimate using standard
methods.
Here, we iteratively find a refined estimate using a

cyclic approach. During an iteration, ωk is first estimated
with

ω̂i+1
k = ω̂i

k − δ
∂

∂ωk
J(ω̂i

k, θ̂ i
k), (35)

where i is the iteration index and δ is a small positive
constant that is found using line search. The estimated

ω̂i+1
k is then used to initialize the minimization function

for DOA, which is then found as

θ̂ i+1
k = θ̂ i

k − δ
∂

∂θk
J(ω̂i+1

k , θ̂ i
k). (36)

The method is initialized for i = 0 using the coarse
estimates obtained from (32).

4. Experimental results
4.1. Signal examples
We start the experimental part of this article by illus-
trating the application of the proposed method to ana-
lyzing a mixed signal consisting of speech and clarinet
signals, sampled at fs = 8000 Hz. The single-channel sig-
nals are converted into a multi-channel signal by intro-
ducing different delays according to two pre-determined
DOA to simulate a microphone array with M = 8 chan-
nels. The simulated DOAs of the speech and the clarinet
signals are, respectively, θ1 = -45° and θ2 = 45°. The
spectrogram of the mixed signal of the first channel is
illustrated in Figure 1. To avoid spatial ambiguities, the
distance between two sensor is half the wavelength of
the highest frequency in the observed signal, here d =
0.0425 m. The mixed signal is segmented into 50% over-
lapped signal segments with N = 128. The user para-

meter selected in this experiment is t =
⌊ 2N

3

⌋
and

s =
⌊M

2

⌋
. The cost function is evaluated with a Vander-

monde matrix with L = 5 complex exponentials, and the
noise subspace is formed from an overestimated signal
subspace with assumption of signal subspace containing
N/2 = 64 complex exponentials. The signal subspace
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overestimation technique is usually used when the true
order of the signal subspace is unknown, the signal sub-
space is assumed to be larger than the true one which
can minimize the signal subspace components in the
noise subspace. An added benefit of posing the problem
as a joint estimation problem is that the multi-pitch
estimation problem can be seen as several single-pitch
problems for a distinct set of DOAs, one per source.
Therefore, it is less important to select an exact signal
model order than single-channel multi-pitch estimators
would need [28]. The cost function is evaluated for fre-
quencies from 100 to 500 with granularity of 0.52 Hz.
The evaluated results are illustrated in Figure 2 where
the upper panel contains the fundamental frequency
estimates and lower panel the DOA estimates. It can be
seen that the proposed algorithm can track the funda-
mental frequency and the DOA of the speech signal
well, with only a few observed errors on regions with
low signal energy. The clarinet signal’s DOA and funda-
mental frequencies have also been estimated well for all
segments.
For the purpose of further comparison, the same

signal will be analyzed using a standard time delay-
and-sum beamformer [34] for DOA estimates and a
single-channel maximum-likelihood based pitch esti-
mator applied on the beamformed output signals [2].
The results are shown in Figure 3. The figure clearly
shows that the delay-sum beamformer cannot satisfac-
tory resolve the DOAs with M = 8 array elements
which will further affect the performance of the sin-
gle-channel pitch estimator, as shown in the upper
panel. In this example, the proposed algorithm shown
in Figure 2 is superior compared to reference method
shown in Figure 3. The low resolution performance of
the reference method will make the statistical

evaluation of this method uninteresting, and we,
therefore, will not be using it any further in the
experiments to follow.

4.2. Statistical evaluation
Next, we use Monte Carlo simulations evaluated on syn-
thetic signals embedded in noise in assessing the statisti-
cal properties of the proposed method and compare it
with the exact CRLB. As a reference method for pitch
and DOA estimation, we use the JAFE algorithm pro-
posed in [22] for jointly estimating unconstrained fre-
quencies and DOAs. Next, the unconstrained
frequencies are grouped according to their correspond-
ing DOAs where closely related directions are grouped
together. A fundamental frequency is formed from these
grouped frequencies in a weighted way as proposed in
[35]. We refer this as the WLS estimator. In order to

Figure 1 The mixed spectrogram of the real recorded speech
and clarinet signal.
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Figure 2 The estimation results using the proposed methods:
(a) fundamental frequency, (b) the DOA with the horizontal
axis denoting time axis.
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remove the errors due to the erroneous estimate of
amplitudes, we assume WLS having the exact signal
amplitude given. The WLS estimator is a computation-
ally efficient pitch estimation method with good statisti-
cal properties. The reference DOA estimate is easily
obtained in a similar way from the mean value of these
grouped DOAs according to [22].
Here, we consider a M = 8 element ULA with sensor

distance d = 0.0425 with a sampling frequency of fs =
8000. The estimators are evaluated for two signal setups,
first with two sources having ω1 = 252.123 and ω2 =
300.321 with L1,2 = 3, and second with one harmonic
source of ω1 = 252.123 and L1 = 3. All amplitudes on
individual harmonics are set to unity Ak,l = 1 for tract-
ability. Both sources are assumed to be far-field sources
impinging on the array with DOAs at θ1 = -43.23° and
θ2 = 70°, respectively, and for one source having a DOA

of θ1 = -43.23°. All simulation results are based on 100
Monte Carlo runs. The performance is measured using
the root mean squared estimation error (RMSE) as
defined in [28,32,26,27]. The user parameter for JAFE
data model is selected to the optimal values as proposed
in [22] with temporal and spatial smoothness para-

meters, t =
⌊ 2N

3

⌋
and s =

⌊M
2

⌋
, respectively. We note

that in practical applications, the computational com-
plexity has to also be considered in selecting the appro-
priate parameters t and s. An example of the 2-
dimensional (2D) cost function of our proposed method
evaluated on two mixed signal is illustrated in Figure 4,
where a coarser estimate of the DOA and fundamental
estimates can be identified from the two peaks in the
2D cost function.
In the first simulation, we evaluate the proposed

method’s statistical properties in a single source scenario
for varying sample lengths and SNRs. The RMSEs on
signal with varying N are shown in Figure 5, and with
varying SNR in Figure 6. It can be seen from these fig-
ures that both estimators perform well for all SNR
above 0 dB with WLS being slightly better for funda-
mental frequency estimation while the proposed estima-
tor is better in DOA estimation. Both methods are also
able to follow CRLB closely for around sample length N
>60. The better DOA estimation capabilities of the pro-
posed method can be explained by the joint estimation
of the fundamental frequency and DOA, which leads to
increased robustness under adverse conditions. Both
estimators can be considered as consistent in the single-
pitch scenario.
Next, we evaluate our method for the multi-pitch

scenario. The so-obtained RMSEs for varying N and
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Figure 3 The estimates of (a) the fundamental frequency using
maximum-likelihood estimator at the output of the
beamformer, (b) the DOA using a delay-sum beamformer.

Figure 4 Example of cost functions for two synthetic sources
having three harmonic each, N = 64 and M = 8. The true
fundamental frequency of ω1 = 252.123 and ω2 = 300.321 having
DOA θ1 = -43.23° and θ2 = 70°, respectively.
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SNR are depicted in Figures 7 and 8. In Figure 7, it
clearly shows that the proposed method is better than
the WLS estimator for short sample lengths. The WLS
estimator is not following CRLB until N >80 samples
while the proposed estimator is for N >64. The
remaining gap between CRLB and both evaluated esti-
mators for N >80 are due to the mutual interference
between the harmonic sources. The slowly converging
performance of WLS is mainly due to the bad estimate
of the unconstrained frequency estimate using the
JAFE method. With our selected simulation setup, the
JAFE estimator is not giving consistent estimates for
all harmonic components, which, in turn, results in
poor performance in the WLS estimates. In general,
the WLS estimator is sensitive to spurious estimate of
the unconstrained frequencies. Moreover, the proposed

estimator, which is jointly estimating both the DOA
and the fundamental frequency, yields better estimates
for smaller sample length N. The results in terms of
RMSEs for varying SNRs are shown in Figure 8. This
figure shows that the proposed estimator is again more
robust than the WLS estimator for both DOA and fun-
damental frequency estimation.
In next two experiments, we will study the perfor-

mance as a function of the difference in fundamental
frequencies and DOAs for multiple sources. We start
with studying the RMSE as a function of the difference
between the fundamental frequencies of two harmonic
sources, i.e., Δω = |ω1 - ω2|, with θ1 = -43.321° and θ2
= 70°. Here, we use an SNR set to 40 dB, and a sample
length N = 64 with M = 8 array elements. The obtained
RMSEs are shown in Figure 9. The figure clearly shows
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Figure 5 RMSE as a function of N for SNR = 40 dB evaluated
on single-pitch signal with unit amplitude: (a) fundamental
frequency estimates; (b) DOA estimates.
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Figure 6 RMSE as a function of SNR for N = 64 evaluated on
single-pitch signal with unit amplitudes: (a) fundamental
frequency estimates; (b) DOA estimates.
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that both methods can successfully estimate the funda-
mental frequencies and DOAs. Once again the proposed
estimator gives more robust estimates, close to the
CRLB. Additionally, it should be noted that both meth-
ods are correctly estimating the DOA even when the
both fundamental frequencies are identical ω1 = ω2,
something that would not be possible with only a single
channel. MC-HMUSIC has the ability to estimate the
fundamental frequencies when both harmonics are iden-
tical provided that the DOAs are distinct and vice versa.
Estimation of the parameters of signals with overlapping
harmonics is a crucial limitation in multi-pitch estima-
tion using only single-channel recordings. In the final
experiment, the RMSE as a function of the difference
between the DOAs of two harmonic sources Δθ = |θ1 -
θ2| is analyzed for an SNR set to 40 dB and a sample
length of N = 64 with M = 8 array elements. The funda-
mental frequencies are ω1 = 252.123 and ω2 = 300.321,

respectively. The observations and conclusions are basi-
cally the same as before, with the proposed method out-
performing the reference method so far.

5. Conclusion
In this article, we have generalized the single-channel
multi-pitch problem into a multi-channel multi-pitch
estimation problem. To solve this new problem, we pro-
pose an estimator for joint estimation of fundamental
frequencies and DOAs of multiple sources. The pro-
posed estimator is based on subspace analysis using a
time-space data model. The method is shown to have
potential in applications to real signals with simulated
anechoic array recording, and a statistical evaluation
demonstrates its robustness in DOA and fundamental
frequency estimation as compared to a state-of-the-art
reference method. Furthermore, the proposed method is
shown to have good statistical performance under
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Figure 7 RMSE as a function of N for SNR = 40 dB evaluated
on multi-pitch signal with unit amplitudes: (a) joint
fundamental frequency estimates; (b) joint DOA estimates.
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Figure 8 RMSE as a function of SNR for N = 64 evaluated on
multi-pitch signal with unit amplitudes: (a) joint fundamental
frequency estimates; (b) joint DOA estimates.
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adverse conditions, for example for sources with similar
DOA or fundamental frequency.

Acknowledgements
The study of Zhang was supported by the Marie Curie EST-SIGNAL
Fellowship, Contract No. MEST-CT-2005-021175.

Author details
1Department of Electronic Systems (ES-MISP), Aalborg University, Aalborg,
Denmark 2Department of Architecture, Design and Media Technology,
Aalborg University, Denmark 3Department of Electrical Engineering (ESAT-
SCD), Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Leuven, Belgium

Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

Received: 26 March 2011 Accepted: 2 January 2012
Published: 2 January 2012

References
1. A Klapuri, Automatic music transcription as we know it today. J New Music

Res. 33, 269–282 (2004)
2. MG Christensen, A Jakobsson, Multi-Pitch Estimation. Synthesis Lectures on

Speech and Audio Processing (2009)

3. L Rabiner, On the use of autocorrelation analysis for pitch detection. IEEE
Trans Signal Process. 44, 2229–2244 (1996)

4. JX Zhang, MG Christensen, SH Jensen, M Moonen, A robust and
computationally efficient subspace-based fundamental frequency estimator.
IEEE Trans Acoust Speech Language Process. 18(3), 487–497 (2010)

5. A de Cheveigne, H Kawahara, YIN, a fundamental frequency estimator for
speech and music. J Acoust Soc Am. 111(4), 1917–1930 (2002)

6. DL Wang, GJ Brown, Computational Auditory Scene Analysis: Principle,
Algorithm, and Applications, (Wiley, IEEE Press, New York, 2006)

7. A Klapuri, Multiple fundamental frequency estimation based on harmonicity
and spectral smoothness. IEEE Trans Speech Audio Process. 11, 804–816
(2003)

8. V Emiya, D Bertrand, R Badeau, A parametric method for pitch estimation of
piano tones. in IEEE International Conference on Acoustics, Speech, and Signal
Processing. 1, 249–252 (2007)

9. S Rickard, O Yilmaz, Blind separation of speech mixtures via time-frequency
masking. IEEE Trans Signal Process. 52, 1830–1847 (2004)

10. M Wohmayr, M Kepsi, Joint position-pitch extraction from multichannel
audio. in Proceedings of the Interspeech (2007)

11. X Qian, R Kumaresan, Joint estimation of time delay and pitch of voiced
speech signals. in Record of the Asilomar Conference on Signals, Systems, and
Computers. 2 (1996)

12. SN Wrigley, GJ Brown, Recurrent timing neural networks for joint F0-
localisation based speech separation. in IEEE International Conference on
Acoustics, Speech and Signal Processing (2007)

13. F Flego, M Omologo, Robust F0 estimation based on a multi-microphone
periodicity function for distant-talking speech. in EUSIPCO (2006)

14. L Armani, M Omologo, Weighted auto-correlation-based F0 estimation for
distant-talking interaction with a distributed microphone network. in IEEE
International Conference on Acoustics, Speech and Signal Processing. 1,
113–116 (2004)

15. D Chazan, Y Stettiner, D Malah, Optimal multi-pitch estimation using the
em algorithm for co-channel speech separation. in Proceedings of the IEEE
International Conference on Acoustics, Speech, and Signal Processing (1993)

16. G Liao, HC So, PC Ching, Joint time delay and frequency estimation of
multiple sinusoids. in IEEE International Conference on Acoustics, Speech and
Signal Processing. 5, 3121–3124 (2001)

17. Y Wu, HC So, Y Tan, Joint time-delay and frequency estimation using
parallel factor analysis. Elsevier Signal Process. 89, 1667–1670 (2009)

18. LY Ngan, Y Wu, HC So, PC Ching, SW Lee, Joint time delay and pitch
estimation for speaker localization. in Proceedings of the IEEE International
Symposium on Circuits and Systems 722–725 (2003)

19. P Stoica, R Moses, Spectral Analysis of Signals, (Prentice-Hall, Upper Saddle
River, 2005)

20. M Brandstein, D Ward, Microphone Arrays, (Springer, Berlin, 2001)
21. AJ van der Veen, M Vanderveen, A Paulraj, Joint angle and delay estimation

using shift invariance techniques. IEEE Trans Signal Process. 46, 405–418
(1998)

22. AN Lemma, AJ van der Veen, EF Deprettere, Analysis of joint angle-
frequency estimation using ESPRIT. IEEE Trans Signal Process. 51, 1264–1283
(2003)

23. M Viberg, P Stoica, A computationally efficient method for joint direction
finding and frequency estimation in colored noise. in Record of the Asilomar
Conference on Signals, Systems, and Computers. 2, 1547–1551 (1998)

24. JD Lin, WH Fang, YY Wang, JT Chen, FSF MUSIC for joint DOA and
frequency estimation and its performance analysis. IEEE Trans Signal
Process. 54, 4529–4542 (2006)

25. S Wang, J Caffery, X Zhou, Analysis of a joint space-time doa/foa estimator
using MUSIC. in IEEE International Symposium on Personal, Indoor and Mobile
Radio Communications B138–B142 (2001)

26. MG Christensen, P Stoica, A Jakobsson, SH Jensen, Multi-pitch estimation.
Elsevier Signal Process. 88(4), 972–983 (2008)

27. MG Christensen, A Jakobsson, SH Jensen, Joint high-resolution fundamental
frequency and order estimation. IEEE Trans. Acoust Speech Signal Process.
15(5), 1635–1644 (2007)

28. JX Zhang, MG Christensen, SH Jensen, M Moonen, An iterative subspace-
based multi-pitch estimation algorithm. Elsevier Signal Process. 91, 150–154
(2011)

29. AN Lemma, ESPRIT based joint angle-frequency estimation algorithms and
simulations. PhD Thesis Delft University (1999)

0.005 0.01 0.015 0.02 0.025 0.03 0.035

10 5

10 4

10 3

Δ ω

R
M

S
E

 [H
z]

 

 
CRLB ω
MC HMUSIC ω
WLS ω

0 0.005 0.01 0.015 0.02 0.025 0.03 0.035

10 3

10 2

10 1

Δ θ

R
M

S
E

 [o ]

 

 
CRLB θ
MC HMUSIC θ
WLS θ

(a)

(b)

Figure 9 RMSE as a function of Δω: (a) joint fundamental
frequency estimates; (b) joint DOA estimates.

Zhang et al. EURASIP Journal on Advances in Signal Processing 2012, 2012:1
http://asp.eurasipjournals.com/content/2012/1/1

Page 10 of 11



30. T Shu, XZ Liu, Robust and computationally efficient signal-dependent
method for joint DOA and frequency estimation. EURASIP J Adv Signal
Process. 2008 (2008). Article ID 10.1155/2008/134853

31. H Krim, M Viberg, Two decades of array processing research-the parametric
approach. IEEE SP Mag (1996)

32. MG Christensen, A Jakobsson, SH Jensen, Multi-pitch estimation using
Harmonic MUSIC. in Record of the Asilomar Conference on Signals, Systems,
and Computers 521–525 (2006)

33. MG Christensen, A Jakobsson, SH Jensen, Sinusoidal order estimation using
angles between subspaces. EURASIP J Adv Signal Process 1–11 (2009).
Article ID 948756

34. BDV Veen, KM Buckley, Beamforming: a versatile approach to spatial
filtering. IEEE ASSP Mag. 5, 4–24 (1988)

35. H Li, P Stoica, J Li, Computationally efficient parameter estimation for
harmonic sinusoidal signals. Elsevier Signal Process 1937–1944 (2000)

doi:10.1186/1687-6180-2012-1
Cite this article as: Zhang et al.: Joint DOA and multi-pitch estimation
based on subspace techniques. EURASIP Journal on Advances in Signal
Processing 2012 2012:1.

Submit your manuscript to a 
journal and benefi t from:

7 Convenient online submission

7 Rigorous peer review

7 Immediate publication on acceptance

7 Open access: articles freely available online

7 High visibility within the fi eld

7 Retaining the copyright to your article

    Submit your next manuscript at 7 springeropen.com

Zhang et al. EURASIP Journal on Advances in Signal Processing 2012, 2012:1
http://asp.eurasipjournals.com/content/2012/1/1

Page 11 of 11

http://www.springeropen.com/
http://www.springeropen.com/

	Abstract
	1. Introduction
	2. Fundamentals
	2.1. Spatio-temporal signal model
	2.2. Cramér-Rao lower bound
	2.3. The JAFE data model

	3. The proposed method
	3.1. Coarse estimates
	3.2. Refined estimates

	4. Experimental results
	4.1. Signal examples
	4.2. Statistical evaluation

	5. Conclusion
	Acknowledgements
	Author details
	Competing interests
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 500
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 500
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


