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DEVELOPMENT OF CHINA'S EXPORT TRADE
1901-1925

Chapter XL

Introduction

China, potentially the largest market in The
world, has an area 4,300,000 square miles)larger than
_Europe, and an area equal to that of the Unilted
States, Mexico, and Central America combined. The
population of China (about one-fourth the entire popu-~
lation of the world) is ebout equal to that of Europe.
From a commercial point of view, one would believe
that China, a market of more than 400,000,000 persons,
should offer an unlimited field for international com-
merce, while her numerous undeveloped resources should
make her one of the greatest producing nations of the
world. But the purchasing power of the people in
Chine is so low that any improvement in economic con-
ditions is immediately reflected in an increase of
capital and a rise in the purchasing power. The price

of labor advances the moment that the products of




China gain a higher market value, and with it the pos-
sibility of greater consumption; that is, the more
China can sell, the more China can buy, because all
trade resolves itself intc barter. In a number of
cases China can offer products, which are of great
value to other nations. For example, the American
paint and varnish manufacturers have found that Chinese
wood o0il is superior in drying qualities to linseed
0il. This has become indispensable to the success of
the industry. It is found that Chinese cotton is
peculiarly adapted to the American blanket manufac-
turing industry, but China, through the sales of cotton
to the United States, finds that it is possible for
her to buy the longer staple American cotton for its
finer count yarns. Also, the more vegetable oils that
the United States purchases from China, the more kero-
sene and other products China buys from the United
States. We can see, therefore, that China's entire
international trade depends chiefly upon the products
which she exports to other nations. If we want to
understand thoroughly China's future potentiality, we
must give our attentlon to her exports.

Although the Portuguese have had direct trade

with China since the sixteenth century, followed by




Spanish, Dutch, and British traders, and although
American ships were found in the waters of South China
during the early nineteenth century, it was not until
the beginning of the twentieth century that trade with
the western world was actually opened. Since that
time China's foreign trade has increased rapidly, es-
pecially her exports. In 1864 the total value of the
exports was 54 million Heikwan taels, and in 1901 it
had mounted to 169 million taels--almost a three-fold
increase in a period of 37 years. After that, the
exports increased four and one-half fold within twenty-
five years to about 776 million taels in the year 1625.
During the first twenty-five years of the twenti-
eth century, there was a great ﬁolitical change in
China. Revolution and rebellions occurred nearly every
year; in 1912 the power of the Manchus was swept away
and a Republic was set up. Owing to her tast area
and large population the reorganization of a strong
central government has not been an easy task., Internal
dissensions appeared frequently. The great strife
since 1914 has been between the provinces of the North
and South, and while troops, who formerly kept order,
have been away at war, the country has been overrun

with lawlessness. During wars, honest peasants and




workmen have been taken from a life of productivity
and put into the unproductive armies. Floods and
pestilences have also come. In spite of all these
calamities, China's trade has gone on as usual and
her exports show an amazing increase.

The year 1901 has been taken as the starting
point for a more detailed study of the Chinese export
trade up to the present time, because of the interest-
ing development of the export trade since that date.

During the period 1901~1925 we find (1) a re-
markable shifting of various articles to leading
positions in the export trade; (2) interesting changes
in the importance of export ports, and developments
of new ports; and (3) the changing importance of the
foreign countries to which the products are sent.
These problems wlll be approached in the following
manner; (1) general treatment of the export trade, the
leading export articles, the leading export ports, and
the leading countries to which the exports are sent;
(2) indication and some detailed discussions of the
great number of problems involved; and (3) suggestions
to explain these problems.

Before proceeding with the detailed discussion of

the exports of the period, it will be necessary to




mention the statistics which were used in this study.
The statistics, published by the Chinese Maritime
cusbtoms, are not a complete record of the foreign
trade of China, because the customs have no record of
the foreign trade which goes through the Northern and
Western land frontier ports. Furthermore, all trade
with certain foreign countries carried on in Chinese
junks is not accounted for because it is not under
the control of the inspector general. The value of
exports, made from time to time in the annual reports,
therefore, is probably not the real value. On the
other heand, the political situation at Hongkong has
always been a chief difficulty. Although Hongkong

is a distributing center for the foreign trade of
South China, it is also a British colony and its trade
is included with the foreign trade of China. No
statistics are published showing the origin of the
imports or the destination of the exports. Although
the Chinese customs were able to present a record of
the trade between China and Hongkong, it was impossible
to know how this trade was distributed among the
countries. This must all be taken into account, even

though attempts have been made to avoid this difficulty.,




Chapter II

General Tendencies of Export Trade Value
1901-1925

The trend of the total exports of China is in-
fluenced to a certain degree by the peculiar status
of the Chinese money and the fluctuations to which
it is exposed.

Exchange Value of Chinese lMoney

The system of currency is based on the silver
standard. Previous to the Revolution different units
of currency for the interior trade existed in various
parts of the country. The Chinese Republican Govern-
ment tried to better some of these chaotic monetary
conditions by establishing the Yuan (now the Chinese
gilver dollar) as the standard unit. Although differ-
ent regional units are now gradually being displaced
by this dollar, as yet practically no unity has been
reached.

Because of these variable conditions, 1t was ab-
solutely necessary for the Chinese Maritime Customs

to establish an independent unit on which to base the




collection of duties. Thus, the Haikwan tael or
Haikwan Liang (means Maritime Customs Ounce) was
adopted, The term expresses what it really is--an
imaginary money unit equivalent tTo the value of one
Chinese ounce or liang of silver.

It is here that the problem arises. The value
of silver on the world market is always subject to
rather great fluctuations which have been particularly
notable in recent times as a result of disturbances
caused by the World War. These changes in the silver
price, of course, have affected the value of the
Haikwan tael, and have had in some years a very
favorable, in other years a decidedly unfavorable,
influence on the total magnitude of the Chinese ex-
port trade. Nevertheless, how much influence they
did have on the total quantity of the Chinese exports
we do not know. In the case that prices in China dig
not change, the curve of the total value of the
Chinese exports would represent fairly well the trend
in quantities. However, we know that prices did
change, in part due to temporary market conditions;
in part to a general tendency toward a higher cost of
living; in part probably to changes in the silver

value. It is entirely impossible without additional




purely economic research work to assign the relative
importance of the price changes to each one of the
factors involved. Besides, such an analysis is im-
material to the main problems as treated from a geo-
graphical point of views,

The main fact is that the curve giving the total
value of the Chinese exports is not an accurate re-
presentation of the total quantity of goods exported,
but that the difference is probably much less than it
would be in many other countries, under the same con-
ditions of large fluctuations in the value of their
money on the world market. Chinese economic life is
not yet such an essential part of the world economic
system that prices follow, after a relatively short
time, the variations in exchange. The continuous
changes in the silver price have sometimes meant a
distinet advantage, sometimes a distinct disadvantage,
to the Chinese exporters. This would best be studiled
in connection with the graphs representing the
quantities of the various export articles. However,
as those graphs are not readily available, we may use,
without making great mistakes, the curve representing
the total export value in Halkwan taels.

During periods of a low silver price, the buyer




from foreign countries which have a gold standard,

has an advantage over the buyer from other countries
because.he can buy more Haikwan taels (i.e. more

goods) for the same amount of money. He finds prices
in China low; therefore, he will be likely to make
larger purchases. During periods of high silver price,
the reverse is true. If we make a comparison of the
graphs, these facts will be quite evident,

During the period of high silver prices in the
years 1906 and 1907, Chinese exports showed a marked
decrease, While'during the years of low silver prices
(1910, 1911, and 1912) the exports increased rapidly.
The low export trade value of 1914, coinciding rather
unexpectedly with falling silver prices, was pProbably
entirely due to abnormal conditions caused by the
outbreak of the World War, while the increase in ex-
ports which followed, coming at the time when there
was en enormous increase in the value of silver, was
due to abnormal World War conditions when raw products
were bought at any price. The following slump in the
silver prices was accompanied by another great increase
in the export'values. The increase in the quantity
of export, however, during this last period was prob-

ably not quite as great as formerly, because prices
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in China had been mounting rapidly during the last
years (Figures 1 and 2).

We have added a diagram representing the export
trade values of China, expressed in American dollars
(see Figure 3), in order tQ show how the development
of the trade would be if we included the fluctuations
of Chinese money; but, for the above-mentioned reason,
we shall only use the value in Haikwan taels,

Explanation of Exports
1901~-1925

The export trade of China made remarkable prog-
ress during the first quarter of the twentieth century,
in spite of the World War, the continued occurrence of
natural calamities, and the political disturbances
caused by the transition from the Manchu dynasty to
that of the Republic. With the exception of fluctu-
ations which occurred during the years 1905, 19in.
1914, and 1920, Figure 1, showing China's export trade
from 1901 to 1925, indicates clearly the vast strides

made during this period. Three periods may be noted

as a result of these fluctuations: the first period,

1901 to 1913; the second period, 1914 to 1921, and
the third period, 1922 to 1925,

The First Period
1901-1913

During the first period a slow but steady growth
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in the total value of exports was noted. The exports
rose fran 169 million Haikwan taels in 1901 to 403
million in 1913--over a two-fold increase in 13 years.
However, there were two periods of decline between
1901 and 1913, one occurring in 1905 and the other in
1911.

From a political point of view two outstanding
events in the history of China and the Far East, in
general, must be considered during that period: (1)
the Russo-Japanese War of 1904, and (2) the overthrow
of the Manchu Dynasty and the founding of the Republic.

The immediate effect of the Russo-Japanese War
upon the foreign trade of China resulted in a marked
decrease in the exports. The war, which took place
in Manchuria, lasted about two years and destroyed
the productive region in that part of China. It also
paralyzed trade with the two fighting countries. There-
fore, the total value of exports dropped from 239
million Haikwan taels in the year 1904 to 227 million
the following year. The value of exports to Russia
decreased from 12 million Haikwan taels in 1903 to 5
million and 9 million in 1904 and 1905 respectively.
The decrease in the value of exports te Japan was

from 37 million in 1904 to 35 million and 33 million
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in 1905 and 1906 respectively. After tne war, the
provinces of sanchurla were opened to trade and she es-
tablished commercial relations with the rest of the
worlds. This was one of the important factors which
caused the exports to increase rapidly during the

years which followed.

The second political event occurred in the year
1911. A revolutionary movement which began in Hupeh
province spread rapldly over China. bLverywhere there
was fighting between the governmental and tne revolu-
tionary armies during that time. As a result of this
state of unrest, the power of the ilanchus was swept
away and in 1912 a republic was established. The out-
break of the revolution and the disturbed state of the
country caused a decline in the total export values
in 1912. However, this decline did not continue, for
in 1913 the value of tne total exports was much greater °
than 1t had been at any time previous to that year.
Despite the fact that there was a rebellion in the
summer of 1913, the total value of exports increased
to 403 million Haikwan taels.

puring the period from 1901 to 1913, drought and
flood occurred in China and disease was added to

famine on more than one occasion. In 1902 Southern




13

China suffered from drought and deficiency of food,
and this was accompeanied by an epidemic of cholersa
which spread rapidly throughout the country. The
winter of 1906-1907 was also one of famine., A dis-
sstrous and deadly pneumonia plague broke out in
Manchuria during the winter of 1910, which, spreading
quickly over the country, completely demoralized the
people and paralyzed trade. In 1911 floods, which re-
sulted in famine conditions in the provinces of the
north, swept across the valley of the Yangtze Kilang.
However, these calamities during this period did not
have any serious effect on China as a whole, but
caused great suffering in the local provinces in which
these disasters occurred. Only slight fluctuations
may be noted in the total value of the exports during
this period.

In spite of these disastrous conditions, several
beneficial factors, which encouraged and increased
the exports, may also be mentloned. Among these is
the development of the railways. In 1895 there were
practically no railways in China, and by the end of
1913 slmost all the present lines af China had been
completeds It is estimated that there were about 800

miles before the year 1901, but in 1913 the total
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mileage had increased to over 6,000 miles. As a re-
sult of this,trade with the areas which the reailway
penetrated was greatly increased. The total value of
exports from Hankow in 1904, just one year before the
Peking-Henkow railway was completely opened to traffic,
was 7.1 million Haikwan taels. By the year 1909 the
exports of Hankow had increased to 17.8 million taels
--a two=-fold gein during the five years. The export
value of Kiaochow in the year 1904 was 0.8 million
teels. The next year, when the Kisochow-Tsinan rail-
way was opened, the export value of the port rose

to 4.5 million Haikwan taels, more than a five-fold
increase, and by the year 1919, it had reached 25.4
million taels. After the railways were bullt the ex-
ports from Manchuria increased rapidly. Before the
railway was opened to trafiic, the value of exports
in 1907 in Dairen was just 2.2 million, but within
three years' time, it rose to 22.3 million taels,
about ten times the former figure. The export of
linseed from Tientsin is another illustration. Pre-
vious to 1911 no linseed was exported. In the autumn
of the year when the Peking-Suiyuan railway reached
the northern part qf Shansi province, the export trade

was opened. During the next year the linseed exports




from Tientsin amounted to over 442 thousand tons.
Another factor which favored the export trade

was the increase 1n the number of open ports. In

1900 the number of open ports in China was 33, but

by 1913 this number had increased to 48. Most of

these new ports were opened to trade between the years

1907 and 1910, many of them being in Manchuria. These

centers of trade were distributed from the frontiler,

between Manchurie and Russia, along the whole coast

of China and along the southern borders of the country

from the ocean to the boundary between Tibet and India.

They were found along the important rivers by which

the interior of the country could be reached, and

also along the new lines of railway communications.
During this period the importance of the main

export articles changed considerably; some new arti-

cles were added to the trade while some unimportant

ones became very important.

The Second Period
1914-19

With the outbreak of the European War in 1914,
the total export value of China for that year de-
creased from 403 million Hailkwan taels in 1913 to 356

million taels, a 12 per cent decrease as compared with
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1913, The next year the total value of exports in-
creased to 418 million taels and continued to rise
until 1919, when the trade reached a total of 630
million taels. In 1920, a severe drop to 541 million
taels occurred, and by the end of 1921 the trede had
not fully recovered.

The greatest factor which influenced the fluctu-
ations during this period was the outbresk of the
World War which caused an immediate decrease in trades
A few months after the outbreak of the war in 1914
when the nations of the world had begun to readjust
themselves to new conditions, markets developed for
materials used in connection with the war, and for
products formerly supplied by the countries engaged
in the conflict. Thus, one finds that certain
Chinese raw materials, food products, and metals, such
as antimony, albumen, anlline dyes, indigo paste,
cotton, egg products, vegetable olls, 01l seeds,
hides, skins, furs, wool and silk were in great de-
mand during the years of the war and even during the
year following the signing of the Armistice., The in-
creased demand for these articles resulted in 1919 in
the highest total value of exports. The big decrease

in 1920 was due to business depression throughout the
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entire world, as a result of the war; however, the
next year the value of exports rose, although it did
not approach the high values of 1815,

There are other factors which affected the trade
-which should also be considered. The shortage of
transoceanic ships and the resultant rise in freight
rates became a problem. Immediately after 1914, the
transportation question became a serious one, because
one-fourth of the world's mercantile tonnage was taken
from ordinary trade as a result of war. The readjust-
ment in shipping on this account socon reduced the
tonnage in both the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and
the shortage of ships greatly hindered the export
trade of China, not only because of high rates, but
also because of the large quantity of commodities in
China for which space on ships bound for Europe and
America could not be found. The difficulty was made
worse by the fact that a part of the exports consisted
of cheap and bulky materials which could not bear so
easlly a high cost of transportation, resulting from
the increase in freights from 300 to 500 per cent
from the year 1914 to 1918. During 1919 the shortage
of ships was decreased. This was a factor in the

increase of exports in that year,
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The doubling of the price of silver during the
year created another serious handicep to the export
trade of China. "After 1916 the rate of exchange
between the American gold dollar and the Chinese sil-
ver tael became extremely unfavorable to the former.
In normal times a tael has been exchangeable for lesg
than 70 cents of American money. But in 1916 the av-
erage rate was 79 cents for one teael; in 1917 it went
up to $1.03; then to $1.26 and $1.39 in the two suc-
cessive years. This unfavorable exchange, of course,
greatly hampered the growth of American imports from
China."l

There are also other factors which checked the
growth of exports from China. The revelutions in
Russia and the stopping of through traffic on the
Trans-Siberian Railway entirely cut off the Russisn
market from 1917 to the end of 1921. During this in-
terval, political troubles in China continued, and
the consequent handicap in transporting goods added
to export difficulties. Besides these, there was a
severe drought throughout the northern provinces of

Cchina in 1920, which decreased the exports for that

- e e g S R e R e e e W e me aw e  a
= e e oo e

Pan, Shll Lun, "The Trade of the United States with
China," Chapter IV, pages 72 and 753,
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year. It willl be noted that the main commodities of
China's exports greatly changed during the years 1914
and 1921.

The incresse of food products accounts for much
of the increase in the export trade of China during
1918 and post-war years. In the last year of the war,
there was a shortage of cereal crops in Japan and
Siberlia, which increased the export of cereals, such
as wheat and millet, from China to these two regions.
In addition, there was the European demand for Chinese
cereals, which increased the exports'to 35 million
taels in the year 1920. Cereals were the only com-
modities among all China's exports which were not in-
fluenced by the world's economic depression. Eggs
and egg products were exported in increasing amounts
during the years 1916 and 1919, their value being
doubled within these four years. Frozen meats,
poultry, end wild game were of greater importance
during these years. In general, every kind of food
product obtainable in China was exported.

The Third Period
1922-1925

During this period, the export trade of China

showed a steady increase from 654 million Haikwan
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taels in 1922 to 752 million in 1923 and 771 to 776
million taels in the following two yearse.

General economic conditions throughout the world
showed signs of improvement. Foreign exchanges, com=-
paratively spesking, were more stable. The inflation
of currency and credit, which occurred in so many
countries after the close of the war, was reduced.

The difficulties which existed during the second per-
iod--such as the shortage of boats and high freight
rates--did not exist during this period.

The development of Chinese railways continued.
The total mileage actually opened to traffic was
slightly over 6,000 miles in 1913. During this period
it increased to 7,000 miles. Nevertheless, there
were some factors which hampered the growth of trade,
Internal political troubles continued throughout the
period and the export trade was seriously handicapped
by the difficulty, or even impossibility, in some
cases, of transporting the produce from inland to the
tréaty ports for further shipment abroad. The Shanghai

incidents of the 30th of NMay, 1925, paralyzed trade,

and strikes and boycott movements hindered the further

growth of export trade in that year.

In addition to the political trouble, there was
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a climatic factor which had a bad influence upon the
export trade in 1924. The heavy floods in July and
August, which interfered with trade and transportation,
caused severe famine in the northern provinces. De-
spite the unsettled state of the country and the
climatic disaster, the export trade of China increased.
It can now be seen that in spite of all the un-
favorable conditions during these three periodg--in-
ternal and external unrest, physical disturbances
within the country, and World War influences~~China
has struggled through this turmoil, and her trade has
increased, and will, in all probability, continue to

progress for many years hence.
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Chapter III

Leading Export Articles
1901-1925
The export trade of China is dependent upon

several important commodities--raw silk, silk goods,
tea, beans and bean by-products, eggs and egg prod-
ucts, vegetable oils, raw cotton, hides, skins, and
furs, cereals, and coal. Each one of these commodj-
ties will be discussed separately, first, as to the
general trend of development during the twenty-five
years; and second, as to 1ts importance in the export
trade.

Raw Silk

The most important commodity exported from China
during the period 1901 to 1925 in point of value is
raw silk., The export value of this produect increaseqd
from 50 million Haikwan taels in 1901 to 113 million
in 1919 and to 153 million taels in 1925--a three-

fold increase. During this period of increase there

were several serious fluctuations, One of them which

occurred in 1914 was due to the outbreak of the World




23

War, which curtailed the market for raw silk in
Europe. This was not of long duration, for, by the
year 1916, the market had recovered and there was an
especlally large demand for raw silk in America. At
this time, also, the raw silk of Turkey and Italy
could not be exported because of European trouble and
thus China had no competitors in the world market.
Therefore, the export trade reached 113 million taels
in 1919--a record which had never before been reached.
The depression of the world's economic conditions in
1920 caused another decline in the export trade of
raw silk. However, by the following year China hagd
recovered from this decline and by 1923 the value of
the exports of raw silk had reached 154 million taels,
By 1924 the shortage in the raw silk crop of China

and the heavy taxation combined with inland war con=-
ditions caused the price of Chinese silk to increass,
On the other hand, the price of Japanese silk was
much lower, causing great competition between the two

countries. Because of this condition, a thirg drop

occurred in this year, due to the decreasing demand

of America and France for this Chinese product. How=-

ever, by 1925 the value of the exports had begun to
rise again (See Figure 4),
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China's raw silk may be divided into three
classes~--white, yellow, and wild or tussah silk.

There are many silk-producing regions in China, the
most important onesbeing Chekiang, Kiangsu, and
Kwangtung Provinces for the export of white raw silk,
which forms the greater part of the silk produced in
China; and Szechwan, Hupeh, and Shantung Provinces
for the yellow raw silk. Wild silk is obtained chief-
ly in the Provinces of Shantung, Fengtien, and Honan
(See Figure 5).

Shanghai and Canton have been the most important
ports for the export of raw silk throughout the period
under consideration. At first, raw silk which wasg
exported from Newchwang and Chefoo in North China, was
sent to Shanghal for re-export to foreign countries,
But later on, conditions changed and the raw gilk of
Fengtien was exported directly from Antung and Dairen
where there are good transportation facilities to
foreign countries and Newchwang lost her importance
in the export trade. Kiaochow, located in the province
of Shantung, then began competing with Chefoo, taking
most of her exports and sending them directly to
foreign countries. Soochow and Wuhu in central Ching

also became important export ports, Tengyueh in the
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southern frontier of the Yunan Province obtained in
1925 an export trade in raw silk valued at one million
Haikwan taels (Compare Figures 5 and 6). Throughout
the period Hankow and Chungking were the most out-
standing ports for the shipping of silk from central
and western China to Shanghai.

A notable change in the distribution of Chinese
raw silk to foreign countries may be noted during
the period from 1901 to 1925. Hongkong once held the
leading position in the importation and re-shipment
of China's raw silk to distant markets. In recent
years she has dropped to third place in the export
trade of raw silk. This decline came as a result of
the sending of raw silk from the north and central
regions directly abroad. France, well known in the
west for her silk-weaving industry, now takes most
of China's raw silk. Because of the growth of silk
manufacturing in America, the United States has be-
come the second greatest customer of Chinese vaw

silk. Japan, in spite of the great éxportation of

her raw silk, still buys a great quantity of Chinese

silk for weaving purposes. In 1925 France took 34

per cent of China's raw silk, United States 32 per

cent, Hongkong 17 per cent, Japan 7 per cent, India
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3 per cent, and Italy 1 per cent (See Figures 5 and 6).
Although raw silk remained the chief export com-
modity throughout the greatest part of the period,
and although China's export values increased about
three times that of 1901, her relative share in the
entire export trade shows a notable decline. In the
year 1902 the percentage of the exports of raw silk
in the total export trade was 32.1 per cent, but by
1925 this percentage had fallen to 19.7 per cent
(See Figure 7). The failure of the exports of raw :
silk to increase at the same rate as the total export
trade was due chiefly to the absence of the use of
scientific methods of cultivation and preparation.
The silk producers were composed mostly of peasant
farmers, each one taking care of his own product.
Because they knew nothing of the scientific methods
used to check the spreading of disease among the
silk worms which had become serious, their product
was, therefore, greatly affected, both in quality and
quantity. In former times, it took three or four

plculs of cocoons to make a picul of silk, but now

it tekes from four to six because of the poorer quali-

ty of the cocoons. Besides the deterioration in the

quality of the cocoons, the carelessness in the
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reeling of the fibre and impurities in the product
impair greatly the quality of the raw silk. In addi-
.tion to this, competition from Japan is another factor
to be considered. "The Japanese government took a
lively interest in maintaining angd improving the
quality of the raw silk exported from that country.

In 1897 the Japanese government established g silk-
conditioning house at Yokohama and in 1900 the exami-
nation of silk for watering was made compulsory in
Japan."2 Watering of cocoons was sometimes practised
to add weight to the product sold. Moreover, the
Japanese merchants used thelr entire energy to promote
the silk trade in the world market by advertising and
by exhibitions. The government of China, on the other
hand, has shown little 1nterest in this important
problem, and the merchants have never advertised,

One

other factor to be considered is this: China's silk

is mostly exported to Europe, while Japanese silk is

sent to America. The decline of the European silk

industry during the war caused g decrease in the ex-~

port of China's raw gilk,

Durlng recent years, the Chinese have given more
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2
Encyclopedisa Sinica,

page 515.
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along modern lines, with a view to re-establishing a
place in the world market. The International Committee
for the Improvement of Sericulture was formed in
Shanghai in 1918 for the purpose of giving instructions
to the farmers of the silk-producing regions. When
scientific methods are entirely introduced, there will
be no doubt about the development of China's export
trade in raw silke. Chinese silk is well known for its
better quality in tensile strength and durability,

Silk Goods

Closely related to the exportation of raw siik
is that of Chinese manufactured silk. During the
years 1901 to 1925 the value of the exports of silk
goods increased from 10 million Haikwan taels to 23
million taels, over a two-fold increase. This was due
to the considerable increase in the exportation of
pongee silk, rather than other kinds. Before the
opening=-up of Manchuria, the export of pongee was of
minor importance. Until 1915 China's export value of
pongee amounted to only 6 million taels and by 1920
the export value had reached 8 million taels, The
great demand for pongee silk from France and the
United States in the year 1921 caused the value in the

total exports of silk goods to rise to 30 million
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Haikwan taels, which is the highest record of the
value‘of exportation of manufactured silks within
this perlod. (See Figure 4).

The silk goods may be divided into six kinds:
piece goods, pongee, embroidery, ribbons, thread, and
unclassed products. The most important articles among
these six are, however, piece goods and pongee. Al-
though there are several centers for the production of
domestic silk goods, the most well known are Kwangtung
Province in south China, Kiangsu and Chekiang in
central China, and Szechwan in west China. Pongee
silk comes mostly from Shantung, Honan, Szechwan, and
Manchuria (See Figure 8).

Shanghai and Canton are the most important ports
for the export of silk goods. In the beginning Kow~
loon was one of the important portsrin the South, but
during later years she declined in importance. It
was in 1925 that Kiaochow and Hankow obtained their
foremost places among the leading export ports (See
Figures 8 and 9).

At filrst, manufactured silk was mostly exported
to Hongkong and from there distributed among other
nations. But, the direct export from China to other

countries became more and more important in later years
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and therefore Hongkong lost her importance as a dis-
tributing center.

By referring to Flgures 8 and 9, a great change
in the distribution of China's silk goods may be noted.
In 1902 Hongkong took 75 per cent and Korea 6 per cent
of the total expérts. But, in 1925 we note that
Hongkong obtalned only 44 per cent of the total ex-
ports of silk goods while other nations, such as
India, Singapore, and the Straits Settlements obtained
a greater portion than before. Korea disappeared from
the export trade, due to the establishment by the
Japanese of a high import duty on August 29, 1920, in
order to restrict the importation of Chinese silk goods
to her dependency. This tariff increased the import
duty egbout 5 or 6 times the former levy; thus, Chinese
silk goods were entirely withheld from the Korean
market.

The relative share of manufactured silk in the
export trade shows a decline similar to that of the
raw silk during this period. In 1901 the export of
silk goods obtained 6.4 per cent of the total export
trade, ranking third among the export commodities.

By

1925 the export of silk goods increassed to 2.9 per

cent, thus holding seventh position (See Figure 7),
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The factors which caused the decline were many. First,
there was a serious competition with the Japanese,
French, Swiss, British, and German commodities in the
world market. Second, Chinese silk goods were made
by hand, which caused the price to be high. Third,
the silk was thicker than the silk from other countries
which added to its cost as well as to its period of
service, Thus, it could not compete with the cheap
thin silk from other countries. Fourth, the silk goods
were too narrow - only about 20 inches in width - for
making European style dresses. IFurthermore, the laclk
of advertising and the heavy import duties of other
nations all hindered its development.
Tea

The exportation of tea in the year 1901 was
valued at 20 million Halkwan taels, and by 1915 the
exports had increased in value to 55 million tsaels.
During this period there were two fluctuations, one
in 1905 due to the influence of the Russo=-Japanese
War, and the other in 1912 due to the fact that the
regions of production were disturbeg by the revolution-
ary movement. 1In 1917 a ruinous decline occurred. Be-
cause of the Russian revolutionary conditions from

1917 to 1921, the Chinese tea market was cut off en-
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tirely from Russia and Siberia. The restrictions on
the importation of tea into Great Britain helped to
re-enforce the disaster. By 1920 the export value of
tea dropped to 8 million Haikwen taels, which was the
lowest record ever known. From that time, the trade
has slowly recovered, and by 1925 it had reached 22
million taels (Figure 4).

The tea plant grows in China between 23° ang 35°
North Latitude, including the whole central ang
southern parts of China. The well-known productive
centers are Anhwei, Chekiang, Kiangsi, Fukien, Hupeh,
and Hunan Provinces (See Figure 10). The export of
tea has been classified into seven kinds: black tea,
green tea, black tea bricks, green tea bricks, tea
tablets, tea dusts, and unfired tea leaves,

Hankow was the most important port for the ex-

port of tea to foreign countries. Kiukiang, Hangchow,

Ningpo, Foochow, end Santuao were glso important ports
throughout this period. Among these principal ports,

the black teas are mainly exported from Hankow,

Kiukiang, snd Foochow; green tea from Hangchow, Ningpo,

and Santuao; and the brick tea from Hankow (See Figures

10 and 11).

Of China's exports Russie and Siberia were the
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greatest consumers throughout the period, even though
the revelutionary conditions hampered in recent years
the importation of Chinese tea. However, Russia still
buys much more Chinese tea than other nations. In
former years the United States was an important im-
porter of Chinese tea, but during recent times she has
become less important, owing to the competition of
Japanese and Formosa teas with Chinese tea in her mer-
ket. Great Britain's demand for Chinese tes decreased
in this period, due to the fact that the British
government encouraged her people to buy India ang
Ceylon teas; she established a preferential duty in
1919 restricting tea which was not grown within her
territory. But, the Near East nations now became the
important consumers of Chinese tea. By looking at
Figure 11, we note that in 1902 Russia took 45 per
cent of China's exports of tea, United States 28 per
cent, Great Britain 8 per cent, ang Hongkong 7 per
cent. But, in 1925, Russia just took 28 per cent,
Turkey, Persia, Egypt, and Aden combined took 1% per
cent, while the United Stateg dropped to 13 per cent
and Great Britain to 5 per cent (See Figures 10 and 11).

Next to rew silk, tea was the most important item

of China's exports gt the beginning of the twentieth
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century. It supplied 12 per cent of China's export
trade in.1901 and 16.7 per cent in 1904. But later
on, the tea declined in its relative share and in

1925 tea obtained only 2.8 per cent of the export
trade (See Figure 7). The decline of the Chinese tea
trade has been caused by the intense competition of
India, Ceylon, Jave, and Japan, all of which have
gradually pushed Chinese tea from the main tea markets
of the world--England, Australla, and the Unitegd
States. 1In 1899 about 16 per cent of the tes consumed.
in England came from China, but by 1906 this percen-
tage had fallen to about 2.1 per cent. Later on, it
averaged about 3 per cent. For example, in 1920 the
United Kingdom imported only 3.6 per cent of the
Chinese tea. On the other hand, she purchasegd 57.6
per cent of India tea, 28.9 per cent Ceylon tea, and
9.3 per cent Java tea. The India and Ceylon teas can
compete with Chinese tea in the British market (1)
owing to her government encouraging the people to buy

the tea which grows within the British Empire, (2)

owing to the large scale production of tesa by better

methods, and (3) because of the strong infusion of

Indian tea which greatly appeals to the tastes of the

English people. 1In the Uniteq States the decrease in
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the importation of Chinese tea has been very great.
The average percentage for United States' imports of
tea from China in 1900-1204 was 49.6 per cent, and by
1922 1t was only 15 per cent. The chief competitors
with Chinese tea in the United States' market are
Japan, India, and Ceylon. The same decline in the
importance of Chinese tea was characteristic of the
Australian market.

Although competition has been strong in the
world market, the demand for Chinese tea woulg not
have decreased had it not been for internal reasons,
First, tea in China is produced on small fields; hence
1t is controlled by small holdings. Therefore, they
cannot furnish uniform, standard qualities on ag great
a scale as the large plantations of India, Ceylon,
and Java. Second, the manufacture of tea in China is
stlll done by hand, thus causing the cost of produc-
tion to increase as labor becomes more exXxpensive.,

Third, the heavy duties on tea have helped to handicap

the export of Chinese tea in this period. The export

duty was originally fixed by the Treaty of Nenking,

signed 1in 1842, at 2.50 teels per tan (133 1/3 1bs. ),

being about 10 per cent of the value. This tariff

was used for sixty years, but in 1902 the levy was




reduced to 1l.25 taels per tan. However, the price of
tea has fallen since 1842, and as a result tea has at
all times borne & much heavier export duty than that
stipulated. In addition to this excessive export
duty, tea has suffered an inland tax, called "1likin",
which is imposed on it during its transshipment from
the region of production to the transit ports, and
which averages over 2.50 taels per tan.

The teas of India, Ceylon, Jave, and Japan, on
the other hand, are exported free of all duties,
Since 1919 the Chinese government has reduced the
likin charges upon tea about one-half and has entirely
removed the export duty. Unlike the Japanese, the
Chinese merchants do nothing in the way of advertising
their tea. They also make no effort to pack their
teas in such a way as to attract the people's atten-
tion.

Due to all the above-mentioned factors,

China's

tea trade has dropped seriously. This puinous decli
ne

has attracted the attention of the Chinese for a 1
ong

time and they are now beginning to remove the internal

causes. The tea merchants now manufacture their tea

on modern lines in order to suit the foreign markets

Recently, the Chinese government established tea in-
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vestigation bureaus at Hankow, Foochow, Shanghai, and
other tea-producing regions, in order to improve the
methods of cultiva#ion. Furthermore,.the government
has discontinued the whole export duty and has re-
duced the likin to one-half to encourage the export
of Chinese tea.

Hereafter, due to the greater attention that
both the government and tea merchants are giving to
the tea trade, Chinese tea may be able in time to re-
gain a part of her former position in the world market.

Beans and Bean By-Products

In the first quarter of the twentieth century
beans and their by=-products became very important com-
modities in China's export trade. A marked develop-
ment is noted among all the export items; beans and
their by-products have surpassed tea as the second
commodity, Before 1890 China's trade in beans was
mainly domestic. Since that year beans have been ex-
ported to foreign nations. By 1901 the aggregate
value of the export of these products amounted to 8
million Haikwan tzels. Until 1907 there was slight
growth in the trade, the value of the total exports

of beans in that year being 12 million taels. At this

time there was no trade with America or Europe, most
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S

of the exports being sent to Japan where bean cake

was used as fertilizer for the rice fields. In 1908

a Japanese company shipped the Manchurian beans to
London with remarkable results. Thus, beans began to
gain their market in Europe. The beans arrived at a
time when there was a shortage of Egyptian cotton seeds
and Argentina linseed in the West; therefore, beans
were demanded and became the chief product for soap
manufacturing. The demand continued to increase and
in 1909 the export value of beans reached 52 million
taels, greater in value than the export of tea. There
was a slight decline between 1910 and 1917, but through-
out this period the average export value of beans weas
about 50 million taels. The decline was caused {3 ) b
the establishment of China's Republic and (2) by the
outbreak of the European War. The war caused the
shortage of ships and, as a result, there were high
freight rates for its transshipment on the one hand
and a curtailment of some of its market on the other.
After the armistiée was signed in 1918, the export
trade increased rapidly, from 87 million taels in
value in 1919 to 120 million taels in 1925. During
this period of rapid growth, there was a decline in

1920, due to the depression of world business which
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influenced its exports. Thus, one can see that during
the period, 1901-1925, the trade made a 15-fold in-
crease (See Figure 4).

The exports of beans and beancake are of much
greater importence than the exports of bean-curd. Al-
though the producing regions are widely distributed
over China, it is in Manchuria that this crop reaches
its greatest commercial value due in part to the
Japanese market. The virgin, fertile soil, combined
with small local consumptlon, due to sparse population,
both encourage the exports. Dairen, Harbin, Antung,
end Newchwang are the principal ports for the export
of beans and bean by-products. Because of railway
feeilities, Japen and Russia took most of these ex-
ports. In the year 1925 about 54 per cent of the
exports of these products went to Japan, 26 per cent
to Russia, 4 per cent to Indié, 3 per cent each to
Great Britain and Korea (See Figure 12 Y+

The relative share of beans and their by-products
also grew in importance in the total export trade. In
1901 these products only held 5 per cent of the total
trade and by 1909 the value had increased to 15.3 per
cent, and by 1925 it had reached 15.5 per cent (See

Figure 7). This rapld growth was due to the opening-




up of Manchuria where one finds an unlimited, virgin,
fertile land for the cultivation of beans. Unlike
other regions in China, the land of Manchuria is not
densely populated; therefore, its products can be
shipped out for the world demand. Second, the use of
beans for making oil for domestic purposes has been
adopted by the Western World. They do not use them
for humen food, but use them in the manufacture of
soap, toilet powders, lubricants, fertilizers, and

animal feed.,

Vegetable 0ils

The wide utilization of vegetable o0ils in the
Western World has been the cause of the remarkable
growth of the export trade of China. In 1201 the
trade of vegetable oils was valued at 2.7 million taels
and by 1909 the value had reached 6 million taels.
After that year, trade grew rapidly, especlally during
and after the World War. By 1919 the value of the
exports was 46 million taels. This rise was due to
the lack of animal products such as butter, lards, and
flavoring oils during war time when the Westerners
were compelled to use vegetable oils for substitutes.
On the other hand, the shortage of ships and the re-

sultant high freight rates hampered the transshipment
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of bulky seeds to the West; therefore, oil was greatly
demanded in that period. During the depression of
world economic conditions, the export of vegetable oils
was seriously affected. In 1921, the value of the ex-
ports of vegetable oils declined to 20 million taels.
However, because of the ever-increasing demand for

this oil, the trade soon recovered from this decline
and by 1925, it had increased again to 46 million
Haikwan taels, obtaining third rank among the exports
(See Figure 4).

Although there are many varieties of vegetable
0oils, including bean, groundnut oil, cotton seed oil,
wood oil, rape seed oll, sesamen seed oil, tea oil,
castor oil, ecroton oil, olive oil, hemp oll, corn o1l ;
and perilla oil, the most important oils exported with-
in this period were bean oil, groundnut oil, and wood
oil.

Bean 0il was the most important of all the vege-
table oils which were exported. The beans were grown
almost entirely in north China, especlally Manchuria,
where they were made into oil and then used for com-
mercial purposes; hence a great number of oil manufac-
turing concerns were established in that region for

the preparation of bean oil for export.
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Next to bean oil in importance came wood oil, or
tung o0il, which was extracted from the nuts of Aleuri-
tes, a small genus belonging to the spurge family.

There are two species of Aleurites--Aleurites montana

and Aleurites fordil. Aleurites montana grows in

Kwansi Province; while Aleurites fordili grows in cen-

tral and western China, mostly in the Provinces of
Szechwan, Hunan, Hupeh, and Kweichow. The wood oil

is used chiefly for varnish, waterproofing, cement,
linoleum, and paint in the West instead of linseed oil,
because of its rapid drying character. WMost of this
0il was exported to the United States for painting and
varnishing purposes.

Groundnuts are grown in sandy soil; therefore,
they are mostly produced in the Provinces of Shantung,
Chihli, Honan, and Kiangsu. The oil of the groundnuts
was chiefly exported from these regions, too. The
trade of groundnut oil increased rapidly, especially
during end after the Great War.

Of the exports of Chinese vegetable olls, most of
the oll passed through Hankow, Shanghal, and Newchwang
in the year 1902. Afterwards the trade grew rapidly,
and other ports became of great importance in the ex-

port trade. Dailren became the outstanding port in
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Manchuria and Harbin became the second in rank. Al-
though Newchwang is the oldest port in this trade, it
has not grown in relative importance as have some of
the newer established ports. In central China, Hankow
still holds her lmportant position, but Yochow, Wanh-
sien, and Chungking have recently been added due to
the increasing exportation of wood oil in the foreign
trade (See Figures 13 and 14).

In the beginning, about three-fourths of the ex-
ports of vegetable oils went to Hongkong, where they
were transshipped to other nations. But, later on,
the condition changed, most of the oils being shipped
directly to other nations. The great demand for
Chinese wood o0il in the United Statesg as well as other
kinds, made her become the leading consumer of Chinese
vegetable oils. Great Britain and Russia followed the
United States in importance, but to a lesser degree.
Hongkong, however, has gradually lost her important
position as an importer of vegetable oils (See Figures
13 and 14).

The percentage of the vegetable oils in the ex-
port trade grew as rapidly as did the value. In 1901
the value of vegetable 0ils in the total export trade

amounted to 1.6 per cent, but in 1919 it had reachegd
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8.4 per cent, and by 1925 it still held 5.9 per cent

of the total export trade (See Figure 7). This great
increase was due to the cultivation of the fertile land
of ilanchuria, where a great quantity of beans, ground-
nuts, and other kinds of seeds were produced as well
for the purpose of making oil. The growth of railways
encouraged the export of olls from the interior. The
imports of kerosene oil increased, because 1t was
cheaper than vegetable oils, and thus took their place
for purposes of illumination. In the Western World the
people used vegetable olls as substitutes for butter
and lard.

The discovery of new ways to use the vegetable
oils played an important part in increasing the demand
for it in the world markets. Now, besides the former
useé as foodstuffs and for illumination, vegetable oils
are used for making artificial leather for book bind-
ing, for the making of substances similar to celluloid,
and for the manufacture of dynamite. However, the
chief industrial uses are the making of paints and
varnishes, soaps, candles, linoleum, and oil cloths.,
The vegetable oils are also used for lubricants.

Eggs and Egg Products

Although poultry eggs for many centuries have




been of great importance in the every-day diet of the
Chinese and were produced to a great extent in China,
they did not enter into the forelgn trade until 1903,
By 1904 the export of poultry eggs was valued at 1.6
million Haikwan taels. Before the World War the trade
grew very slowly and by 1914 the exports only amounted
to 5 million taels. When the war broke out, the great
demand for foodstuffs in the fighting nations, as well
as in the neutral countries, made this trade increase
rapidly. By 1919 the value of exports amounted to 24
million taels--ncarly a five-fold increase since 1914.
In 1920 the depression of world business influenced
the export trade, making it show a slight decrease,
but after that, the trade rose again and by 1925 the
value of exports of eggs and egg products had reached
33 million taels. During these periods of growth,
there were some unfavorable factors which checked its
expansion. One was the restrictive regulations which
were established in September, 1917, in the Unitegq

States to check the importation of Chinese drieq egg

powders and liquid yolks. In 19292 the United States

ralsed the import tariff in order to curtall the ex-

port of frozen and dried eggs from China. Both of

these barriers are shown clearly in the decline of




exports in the years 1918 and 1923. Although there

was a great demand from other parts of the world, the
trade did not grow as rapidly as it would had the
United States not restricted the importation of Chinese
eggs and egg by-products (See Figure 4).

Although eggs are extensively produced in China,
most eggs for commercilal purposes come from the regions
north of Yangtze Kiang. In the south due to the
numerous rivers, swamps, and ponds, the distrlict is
suitable for the raising of ducks and geese, but is not
for the raising of chickens. In the southern part the
eggs produced are used mostly for home consumptione
In the north, conditions are dif ferent; chicken eggs

are abundant and form the main export commodity (See

Figure 15). :
The export of eggs may be classified under three

headings: (1) albumen and yolk, (2) fresh and preserved,

and (3) frozen eggs. At first, most of the exports
consisted of fresh and preserved eggs, but later on

when facilities developed for the handling of 8gEs with

drying, and refriger-

t} .t - o ﬂ f -
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modern methods for desiccation,

ation,

declined. The other two kinds==slbumen ana yolii
all; a@ng

frozen eggs--became the Ilmportant items for export
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trade,

Of the export ports, Hankow, Shanghai, Tientsin,
Nanking, and Harbin are the most important in the
trade. Great Britain, United States, and Japan are
the outstanding importers for China's eggs (See Figure
15). Great Britain took about 44 per cent of China's
exports of eggs and egg products in the year 1925,
while the United States took 22 per cent, end Japan
13 per cente.

In 1904 eggs and egg products held 0.6 per cent
of the total exports; in 1919, 3.8 per cent, and by
1925 they obtained 4.2 per cent, holding fourth posi-
tion among the export commodities (See Figure 7). The

growth of this trade was due to the abundant

rapid
which could

surplus and the cheapness of China's eggs,
be shipped to foreign markets to compete with the

native productse. Secondly, the use of modern methods

to prepare the eggs in the form of albumen, yolk, and

dried powder, made them easier to transport than the

fresh and preserved €ggs. Thirdly, the new methods for

using them in the industries, such as in the form of
ligquid eggs and liquid yolk for tanning leather, al-
bumen for printing cotton eloths, finishing paper, sen-

sitizing photographic plates and in thickening ink,
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gave way to a new demand for eggs besides its former

use as human food.

Raw Cotton

China ranks third among the cotton-produclng
nations of the world, next to the United States and
India, but her export trade of raw cotton is not as
great as that of the other two. In 1901 the trade was
valued at 4.7 million taels, but since that time it has
increased in a fluetuating way, until by the end of the
period the value of the exports of raw cotton had

reached 29 million teels--a seven-fold increase. The

fluctuations of raw cotton for export depended mostly

upon the demand of Japen and the production end price

of American and Tndian cottons. In the years 1914 to

1919 the supply of Tndian cobtton declined; therefore,

the cotton mills of dJapan bought a great quantity of

cotton from china. Thus, the export value of this

commodity rose from 12 million taels in 1914 to 3578

million in 1918. Tn 1920 there was a marked decline

in the cotton exports, due chiefly to the world busi=-

ness depression which influenced the cotton consumption

in Japan. The increase in 1924 was due to the demand

of better-grade cotton from Japan, which caused the

tpade to increase to 40 million taels-~the highest
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record ever known. Owing to adverse climatic conditions
in the cotton-growing regions, the trade showed a
slight decline the next year (See Figure 4).

The most important districts for the growing of

cotton are Kiangsu, Chihli, Hupeh, Shantung, Honan,
Shensi, and Chekiang Provinces. Hankow, Tientsin,
Shansi, and Shanghai became the main export ports.

liore than three-fourths of China's cotton export was

taken by Japan, where no cotton is grown. The United

states was the second consumer of China's raw cotton,

using it for her blanket manufacturing industry.

Germeny and Great Britain took a very small share of

this trade (See Figure 16). In 1925 about 76 per cent

of the raw cotton was imported by Japan, 1l per cent

by the United States, 3 per cent by Germany, and only

1 per cent to Great Britain.
In 1901 the value of the exports of raw cotton in

the entire export trade was 2,7 per cent; in 1904 it

reached 10.3 per cent, and by 1925 it had dropped to

3.8 per cent (See Figure 7). The general tendency of

1ts share 1n the export trade was increased, due to

the great demand from Japan and the increase in the

cultivation of cotton in China. The improvement of

communication from the interior to the ports also
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helped the export of this commodity.

It may be noted that recently the Government en-
couraged the people to buy American cotton seeds for
cultivation, because the fiber of the American cotton
is longer, finer, end whiter than the native Chinese
cotton. This has helped increase the export trade

of this product in recent years.

Hides, Skins, and Furs

China's exports of hides, skins, and furs has

increased in importance within the period. There was

on insignificant shipment of these articles in 1901,

which was valued at 8 million taels or 5 per cent of

the total trade. Owing to transportation facilities

and the increasing demsnd from the West, the value of

the export trade rose to 23 million taels in 1915 or

5.8 per cent of the total export trade. lMoreover,

this growth was partly due to the effect of the Ameri-

can Tariff Act of 1909, which allowed all hides and

skins to be free from import duty; thus, a great

quantity has been shipped to the United States since

that year. During the Great War and post-war period,

the European production of hides, skins, and furs de-

clined seriously. Thus, Chinese products took their

place in the market. By 1917 the export value of these
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products reached 28 million taels, or 6.1 per cent of
the total export trade. The depression of world econ-
omic conditions in 1921 made trade less profitable,
but as soon as the world business recovered, the trade
increased and by 1925 it was valued at 30 million

taels, or 3.8 per cent of the total exports (See Figures

4 and r?).

Hides, skins, and furs are mostly produced in
north China, especially in Manchuria, lMongolia, and
Tibet. Furs of fox, marmot, raccoon, sable, and
weasel; skins of goats, sheep, calves, and colts; and
hides of cows, buffaloes, horses, donkeys, and mules--

all are important exports which come under this heading.

Tientsin, Hankow, Harbin, and Nanking are the most im-

portant ports for this trades

of China's exports of hides, skins, and furs, the

United States took more than one-fourth of them, in

spite of the fact that she herself produced a great

quantity of them, but could not supply her own leather

factories, or her furriers. Great Britain and Japan

were other important buyers. By the year 1925 the
United States took 40 per cent of China's exports of

these products, Great Britain, 19 per cent, and Japan,

16 per cent (See Figure 17)s. The cheapness of these
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goods has helped China to compete with the products
from other parts of the world.
Cereals

The exportation of cereals was prohibited before

the year 1908. During that year China made an agree-
ment with Japan, permitting the cereals which were
produced in lMenchuria to be shipped abroad. Afterwards,

this agreement was used widely in China; thus, the ex-

ports of cereals grew rapidlye. But, rice is still pro-

hibited for the purpose of export. In the year 1910
the export of cereals was valued at 5 million Haikwan
taels, or l.4 per cent of the total trade, and by 1913
they were valued at 9 million taels. The climatic
disaster in the producing reglons made its export
trade in cereals decrease for a few years., By 1918
the export of cereals reached a value of 7 million
tasels, and in the next two years the exports increased
rapidly to a value of 35 million taels, or 5.5 per cent
of the total export trade in 1920. This rapid growth
was due to the partial failure in the growth of cereals
in Japan and Sipberia and to the great demand from
Europe. When the above condition was removed the

value of exports of cereals again showed a slight de-

cline, and by 1925 they were valued at 21.8 million
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taels (See Figures 4 -and 7).
The cereals under this heading include barley,
corn, millet, oats, keoliang, and wheat. These kinds

of cereals are mostly produced in north China, those

produced 1in Manchuria being of greatest commercial

value. The fertile virgin soil, aided by suitable

climate, produced a great quantity of wheat, kaolieang,

end millet. Unlike other places, the sparse population

is not able to consume all the products; therefore,

there is a great surplus for exportation.

Antung, which has railway connecting with EKorea,

also has the privelege of the reduction of one-third

of the export duty, meking it the chief export port

for cereals. Dairen and Newchwang, situated in the

southern part of Manchuria, take less important places

in the exportation of these productse Harbin is the

let in the north for the exports of these

chief outb

commodities to Russiae.

ea is the chief importer of China's cereals,

Kor

owing to the bridge connection of its railway with

Antunge But, most of her imports are transshipped to
Japan, because of her vast populatione. Russia is

another consumer, but in a far less degree than Japan.

The direct exports of these products to Japan are very
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1ittle. In the year 1925, 86 per cent of the exports

of cereals went to Korea, 8 per cent to Russia, and

only 3 per cent directly to Japan (See Figure 18).

Coal

Coal is & new commodity in the export trade during

this periocd. I% entered the list of exports in 1903

with an export value of 492 thousand Hailkwan taelse.

By the year 1909 the value reached 1 million taels, or

0.3 per cent of the total export trade. Afterwards,

the trade increased because of the opening-up of coal

mines by new methods end the increase in the output

rise rapidly. BY

vear after year made the exports
d by 1925

1914 they were velued at 8 million taels, an

s had reached & value of

the exports of these product

20 million taels, or 2.5 per cent of the total exports

(see Figures 4 and 7).

s widely distributed 1in China, being found

coel 1

in the countrye. The well-

{n almost every province
known producing centers are Fengtien, Cchihli, Shantung,

and Honan provinces. AmMONE these districts

shansi,
the mos?t important mines which chiefly supply the ex-

i1lon Mine in northeastern Chihll;

por’® trade &are Ka

ine 1in southern Fengtien; Fangtze, Tzuchuan,

Fushun M
shantung (See Figure 19).

and Chunghseng in
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The principal ports of distribution for coal are

Dairen, Chinwangt&ao, Kiaochow, Antung, and Tientsine

Through Deiren and Kisochow, the Fushun and Shantung

coals are exported to Japan. The Fengtien coal goes

to Korea through Antung. Through Chinwangtao the

Keilon coal is chiefly shipped ebroad. Honan coal and

shansi coal are distributed from Tientsine.

Japan 1is the chief buyer of Chinese coal, owing to

the lack of sufficient coal in her own land. Korea,

hilippines &are the other consumers

Hongkong, and the P

of Chinese exports of coal, but to a far less degree

TIn 1925 about 61 per cent of Chinese coal

17 per cent to Korea,

than dJaparle.

that was exported went to Japan,
6 per cent tO Hongkong, and 6 per cent to the Phili=

ppines (See Figure 19).
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Chapter ;1

Development of Leading Export Ports

A port is the gateway through which both export

and import commodities D&assSe The variety and volume

of its exports are dependent on the productivity and

presources of the hinterland. A good port must have a

productive hinterland and & well-equipped con-

large
nection with inner and outer districts. The opening
up of new ports encourages and accelerates production

and exports, both in quantity and in variety. On the
other hand, the prosperity or falling-off of a port

to a great degree, on the production of

is dependent,

untry and on the outside demand

the hinterland of a ¢oO
for the commodities produced. For instance, in former

as sent to foreign countries from

times, Chinese tea W

FoochOWe As there has been a decline in the demand
Foochow 1s no longer &s important a

for Chinese tea,
as i1t was in previous
e are [ifty ports ©O
s are concentrated in a few

yearse

port
pen to foreign

Although ther

trade, most of the export
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leading ports, such as Shanghai, Dairen, Tientsin
2
Canton, Harbin, Antung, Kiaochow, Hankow, Méngtsz,

Kowloon, Swatow, Foochow, chifoo, and Newchwang. In

1925, they held 95.5 per cent of the total value of

exports, the remaining 4.5 per cent being distributed

among the other ports. Only the fourteen important

ports mentioned above will be considered in this paper.

Before we approach the study of each of the lead-

ing ports, there ape certain outstanding factors which

ought to be considered. The statistics which were

i shed by the Chinese Maritime Customs are not

publ
they include the coastwise trade

completede First,
ethef with the trade which is to go abroad. Second,

nal export figures of each

tog
port are

only the origi
given, no mention being made of the re-exports. The
arrows which indicate the export trade of each port
ps show the original export

on the accompanying ma
The value of the

including coastwise trade.

e definitely determine

values;,
d from the

pe-exports cennot b

put the figures used give one & good

data available,
jdea of the value of each port in the export trade of

Chinae At the same time, numerous 1ocal factors in-
fluencing the trade of the various ports have to be

ted in & rather general Way, because of the

trea
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limited size of this study.

Shanghai

In order of importance the port of Shanghal

should be treated first. It is situated at 31° 14!

N. latitude and at 121° 29' E. longitude, on the banks

of the Hwangpu, & tributary of the Yangtze Kiang, en-

tering the greater streanm at Woosung. It is about 75

sea miles from the deep open se&, but about 12 miles

above the junction of the Huangpu with the Yangtze

Kiang. Steamers up to 24 feet draft can pass through

entire harbor at extreme low water, but vessels of

the
just do so at high water. The har-

32 feet draft can
bor can accomodate 22 man-of -war and 156 trading ves-
sels at the same time.- The climate is mild in winter;

the year round. Although

so the harbor is open all
e frequent and {yphoons occur on

ption of navigatione

dense fogs ar rare

occasions, there is no interru
n center from which trading routes of

It is the mai
china to the world radiate. There are great steamer

cting Shanghai with Europe, America, Jepan,

lines conne
y every day ocean-going ves-

and Australia, and nearl

jve and depart.
facilities to aid outgoing and

sels arr Shanghai 1is equipped with all

the necessary harbor

incoming traffice.
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As & railway center Shanghai is important. The
Shanghai-Nanking Railway which already links up at
Nenking with the Tientsin-Pukow Railway, which is im-
portant as an outlet of the navigable Yangtze Kiang,
and then to Peking, is an important line of communi-
cation. 1In the south the Shangheai~Hangchow Rallway
line, which links with the northern part of Chekiang

province, is not of as great importence &as the northern

lineo.
The hinterland of Shanghai incl

re area north of Fukien, south of

udes a vast area,

ineluding the entl
shantung, and the térritory of the Yangtbze Valley, rich

in mineral, agricultural, and livestock resources.
14 the outstanding position

Therefore, Shanghal can ho

for the export trade among all other portse

The chief commodities which are exported from

Shanghal are raw silk, silk piece goods, raw cotton,

eggs and €gg py=-products,
Besides these, tea,

skins, hides, furs, vegetable

£ all kinds, and cerealse.

oils ©
tobacco, indigo, and sheep

beans and bean by-products,

wool are all jmportant re-export articles.
1 trend of the export trade of Shanghail

The genera

ws a constantly rising tendency during the first

sho
quarter of the swentieth century. It increased from
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80 million Haikwan taels in 1901 to 130 million taels
in 1904, 213 million in 1916, and 306 million in 1925

The trade increased 2026 million taels within the twenty-

five years or almost four-fold.
puring this period of prosperity, several periods

of decline are =1so noted, one 1in the year 1925 due

to a flood which occurred in Shanghai, causing con-

giderable damage to goods. Furthermore, in lay of

that year, the unjust treatment of Chinese immigration
to the United States caused an important boycott move-

ment. During the few months which followed, the move-

ad towards many forelign countries and

ment had spre
ce of an anti-foreign agi-

had taken on the appearan

This greatly nempered the exports. S0, the

tation.
from 130 million Haikwan taels

export trade dropped

in 1904 to 107 million in 1905 or over 18 per cent

receding year.

compared with the p
the year 1911 due to the

Another decline came in

ment in Ching.

war in the ye&r 1914 because

pevolutionary move The third cameé at

reak of the World
g of the world were affe

The fourth ocecurred in 1917 because of

the outb
cted by the new

all the nation

conditionse.
e of civil war along the Yangtze Valleye

the influenc
1920 due O the depression of

The last drop was in




the world' iness ‘
e world's business. After that, the trade showed a

rapidly rising tendency and reached its highest point

at the close of the period, 1925 (See Figure 20).

Shanghal held the leading position throughout

the whole period, although there were Ssome years of

slight decline. The fall in comparative importance

was due to competition with other ports, such as Dairen,

Harbin, and Antung to foreign trade and the increasing

importance of Canton, Tientsin, Hankow, Kiaochow-=-all

of which affected its condition. In 1901 Shanghai

held 47.7 per cent of the tobal export trade, and DY
1920 the value of exports in the total trade reached
56,8 per cent--more than half of china's exports pass=

After that, 2 drop in the
f the

s one port.

ing through thi
s noted--39.4 per cent ©

ntage of exports 1

perce
s in 1925 (see Figure 21).

whole export
Dairen

Dairen, the second port to be discussed, is

ted atb 38° 53' N.

on the south coast of th

1atitude and 121° 40' E. Longi-

situa
e Liaotung Peninsula.

tude,
It has, in a remarkably short time, grown to be an
port and tpade center in the Far East. This

ymportant
growth is du

e to the jocation as the gateway to

rapid
gouthern yanchurisa, which makes it an accessible




62

h .(‘
- E

exce ] vorl
1lent harbor works, due to the Japanese improve

ment ave gi
s, have given 1t great facilities for handling

It is also the terminus of the South Manchuria

£o0dsS e
Railway which connects with the Trans-Siberian line
Dairen, also, has a hinterland of abundant vegetable

2

and animal wealth. The most abundent agri-

mineral,
cultural products are beans and bean by=-products,
cereals, and timber, which are largely exported. of

the animal products, the wild silk industry has in-

creased each yeals Skins and hides and furs are also
important. of the mineral resources of its hinter-
land, coal, iron, gold, gilver, cOPpPer, and lead are
in profitable quantities. HoweVer, coal is the

port article in this &
1 export trade from D&

present
rOUuPe

chief forelgn X
The value of the tota iren
illion Haikwan taels.
ion taels, and by 1

These increases

Three years

in 1907 was 2 m
925 it

it reached 22 mill

later,
o9 million taelse

had mounted to 1
cultivation

e to the opening-up of Manchuria to
the ex-~

were du
therefore,

d only 0.8 per

h the outside world;

and trade wit
trade of Dairen,

£al exports in 19

a new port which ha

port

cent of the to
n among the lead

07, rose to second

ing export ports in the year

positio

T
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1917, and has conbinued to hold this place up to the

present time. During the year 1925, Dairen obtained

16.6 per cent of the total export trade (See Figures

20 and 21).
Tientsin
Tientsin, a port located at 399 7' N. latitude

o
apd 117° 7' E. longitude, 1s situated at the northern

terminus of Ytn Ho or the Grand Canal at its junction

leading north to peking, and the Hai

with the Pei HO,
h flows into the gulf of Pe
It is aboutb 35 miles

Ho, whic chili and offers &

channel for sea-going steamers.

from the sea and entrance to this port 1is through Hal

r beyond its mouth, called Taku Bar,

Ho, -which has a ba
ge of the large sea-going

which hinders the free passé

At ordinary high water, unaffected by winds,

vesselse
17 feet can cross the Tak

steamers drawing up to u Bar

entsin, bub the larger vessels anchor

and reach T4

jde the Taku Bar an

m Decembelr to March,

d discharge cargo from lighters.

outs
the channel is

In winter, fro
rs are kept at work whenever

frozen and ice breake

possible.
rallway communication with the

Tientsin has
provinces by the Tientsin-Pukow Railway, and

{ng-Hankow Railway.

southern
with the

with Hankow by the Pek

e ———
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Siberian Line.

Besides its communication facilities, Tientsin

has a vast hinterland which includes the metropolitan

province of Chihli and also the larger part of

and considerable portions of Shensi, Honan, Kansu,

Shantung, and Mongolia. Thus, it exports & great

quantity of raw cotton, skins,
and eg8 py-products, and beans and bean py-productse
£ the total gxport trade of this port

The value O

Heikwan taels in 1901 to 62

jncreased from 2 million

925, rising about 315 fold during the

The trade shnows stea

million in 1

twenty-five yearse
rs 1917, 1920,

n northern China,

and 1924. In the year 1917

in the ye&
which caused damage

g severe flood 1
d the transportation and cur-

hampere
jon of the world's

to the products,
Tn 1920 the depress

tailed tradee.
and in 1

ss influenced it
its vicinity (See
1ebh century Tients

ranking eleve

g exports,

busine
At the be-

occurred in Figure 20) e
ginning of the twent
cent of the total export trade,

n 1915 Tientsin T
e third port of im

the ports, put 1

o5 it became th portance,

and in 19

north it connects with the Peking Mukden Railway which

joins the South Manchurian Railway and also the Trans

Shansi,

hides, furs, coal, eggs

dy rise excep®

924 Ccivil War

in held 1.2 per

nth among

ose to fifth position,

e
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enjoying 8 per cent of the total exports (See Figure

21) .
Canton

The greatest port in southern China is Canton,

which is situated on the north bank, 80 miles above

the entrance of the Chu Kieng or Pearl River, in

latitude 23° 12' N. and longitude 113° 16' E. The

harbor can be reached by vessels drawing less than 13
feet of water every day of the year. Because of 1its
subtropical climate, the harbor is opeén all the year
asionally at the end of the

round. Typhoons occur oOcc

eason and bring great danger to navigatione.

summer S
way connections between Kowloon and

canton has ral l
The hinterland of this po

ch comprises the whole region of

Hongkong. rt includes the

Chu Kiang pasin whi

ung, Kwangsi, Yunnan, Kweichow, and & consider-

a and Kiangsi provinces, ri
gricultural productse
£, addk

Kwangt
ch in

able part of Huna

natural resources, especially &

rom this port are raw S

The chief exports f
pliece goods, matting, tea, sugar, medicine, fruits,

and firecrackers.
The port of Canton was the original center of the
¥ movement of china. During the last

revolutionar
ition there has been -ab-

twenty=-five years the cond
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normal. Wer and revolution have continued year after

year; therefore, the trade of this port fluctuates

greatly. In the year 1901 the export value of this

port was 21 million Haikwan taels and by 1903 it had

reached 44 million. During the three years which fol-

lowed, there was 2 period of decline, but by 1907 the

trade had recovered, the value rising to 51 million

taels. Afterwards, fluctuations occurred year after
year until 1923, when the value of the exports reached

their highest record of 90 million taels, holding 11.9

he total export trade, and ranking third
g the year 1925 the value O

due to the Shanghal

per cent of ©
in importance. purin f the

trade dropped to 49 million taels,
th of May, the starting of the

incidents of the 30

movements against British and

strike and poycott
er Chinae. The trade between canton and

y throughout the Ie
t from 1901 to 1916 was

Japanese all oV
maining

rong stopped entirel
at yeare. This por

Hong}

months of th
but efter-

China's expor®t trade,

the second port of
Until 1924 it held

as surpassed by Dairen.

wards it W
The next year it

the total gxports.

10.7 per cent of
dropped to fourth pank, Jusb enjoying 6.4 per cenb of
t trade (see Figures 20 and 21).

the total expor
e for developing & large deep

pPlans have been mad

e
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harbor ar Tl
arbor near the mouth of the Pearl River where sea-

o =]
going vessels may enter. Such a harbor on Chinese

territory would make guite unnecessary the British

harbor of Hongkonge
Harbin

The custom district of Harbin is situated in the

in latitude 45° 45' N. and 126° 39!

Kirin Province,
he right bank of the Sung Hua Klang

E. longitude, on t
gari River, which is frozen over for nearly half

or Sun
1 to October it is navigable for

the year. From Apri
river steamersSe The port OWeS its foundation entirely
stern Railway which connects Vladi-

to the Chinese Ea
cted with the South

with Europeé and 1is conne

vostok
hich in turn forms a J

unction at

Manchuria Railway W

with the peking-Mukden Railwaye

lMukden
f the surrounding countr

v and all along

The soil ©
a high

the Suagari River 1is nearly all virgin soil of
degree of fertilitye Here, gbundant crops are pro=
duced, the chief ones being wheat, barley, oats, peas,

millet, cOTI

jndigo, flax, sesamen,

pundante.

tobacco,

sorghum,
and hempe Livestock of all kinds are also 8
ts are cereals, beans and bean by-

The chief expor

vegetable oils, €ggss skins, hides,

teay

products,

and ful'Se

P

e
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Th o LS a ¢ T
e maritime customs O1 Haerbin was opened in the

e T : i
year 1907. The following year the export value of

this district was © million Haikwan taels, obtaining

3.4 per cent of the total export trade. By 1911 it
reached 26 million, obtaining 7 per cent of the tradee.

m 2 i 3 o
This rapid growth, due to the preferential duty agree-
ment between China and Russia, reduced the customs

d to or exported

goods which were importe
~third

duties on
from China over the Manchurian frontier to one

the former figures
In the year 1918 a serious decline occurred in
the trade, due to the revolutionary conditions in
a's export of tea to Russiea

a and Siberiae. Chin

iberia was kept 1
n held 5.4 per cent
rtance (See Figures

Russi
and S n a state of unrest
In 1925, Harbi

ranking f£1fth in 1mpo

was cub off,
of the

until 1921.
total exports,

20 and 21)e
The export trade of Harbin mainly depends upon
China's exports tO Russia

n the value of
e of Harbin als

Whe

Russisa.
o rises, and

rises, the export valu
For example, during the years 1911 and

rts to Russia sk
n showed the sanl

hen the value of

vice versée
the Chinese€ expo yowed an increase
value of Harbi

18 and 1020, W

1916,
e tenden-

and the expor?t
g the years 19

CY o purin




the exports to Russia declined, the same declining

tendency was noted in Herbin (See Figures 20 and 24)

Antung

The port of Antung, situated in latitude 40° 7!

: B o o)
N. and longitude 124 23! ©., on the Manchurian Bank
of the Yalu Kiang, seperates Manchuria from Korea, 25

miles from the sea. Coastwise steamers connect Antung
with Chifoo and Dairen. The Antung-liukden Rallway

g the Korean Railway at this point, and the latter

join
s with Antung by & bridge &acro

railway connect as the
which extends to the Korean porte.

valu Kiang,
Antung 18 dependent upon the fertile hinterlané
products, which consist of

of South Manchuria for its

£ wild silk, beans, an
great quantities of timber.

an abundance © d cereals. The

mountains supply it with
jonal trade in 1908

opened to internat
on was established in

howed little progress,

Antung was
1207. At

and the customs stati
of this port S
the export value wa

en-Antung Railway discon-

first the trade
s only 0.6

1907
When the Mukd

for in the year

million taels.
n using the

tinued using the narrow geuge and bega
standard gauge, and also, when the Yalu Bridge was

d in 1911, & cheaper and shorter route from
The reduction

opene
o to Japsn was made

Manchuril possible.

Ll e e e
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of one-third of the import and export duties over th
I e

Korean frontier was pub into force on June 2, 1913
2

snd a great increase in the amount of exports from

Manchuria which passed through this port resultede.

Furthermore, some of the goods which were exported

through Newchwang and Dairen from north China now pass

port in order to save customs dutiese

through this

The value of exports inereased to 35 million taels in

the year 1925, sbtaining 4.6 per cent of the total

exports (See Figures 20 and 21).

chief export commodities from here are beans

The

wild silk, cereals, coal, and

and bean by—products,

timbere.
Kiaochow

Kiaochow, anI important port in the Province of
of Kiaochow B&y,

nated at the entrance
1t

120° 18' E. longitude.
the dock

shantung, is sit
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which come and g0
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througho
All
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s temperate, SO the

handling g00dse the climate %

_
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harbor never freezes OVET.

In addition to the harbor facilities, the Kieochow

mad 8 Toanr & 7 . .
Tsinan Railway connects it with Tsinan, the capital of

Shantung. From there it joins the 7ientsin-Pukow

the economic resources are not limited

Railway. Thus,
by the Province of Shantung, bub include the Provinces

of Kiangsu, Anhwel, Honan, and Chihlle.

y fertile near the bay, producing

The soil is Vver
millet, and other grainse

wheat, barley, beans, corn,
ndustry is carried on extensively

The silk and pongee i

Coalfields are found along the

in its hinterland.
railway ab Fangtze, Hungshan, Posham, Tawenkow,
Ichow, and Yihsiene The chief exports from here are
raw nyy1da" silk, pongee, raw cotton, beans and bean
straw braid, €8&S5s skins,

by-products, coal, peanuts,

and furse
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For instance,
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(»]
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e total trade, bub in
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and by 1925 it had resched 29 million taels or 4.2 per

cent of the total export trade.
were due to the improvements in

It may well be noted

that these increases

fransporbation and harbor facilities made bY the  Ger=

mans since the opening of the port in 1898.
There have slso been some years of decline, one
wp decrease of 2 million taels

being in the year 1907.

{1s shown, which 1is accounted for by the fact that,
commencing from that yesr, the junk trade value (about
e recorded separately and

n taels annually) ar
3

5 millio
ciuded in the comparative table."
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due to the Japanese
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& ‘Bhir
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h century, Kiaoc
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among the
Hanlkow
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on the midwey petween the se& éné fhf fi ________
. Reports, 1902—1911, page 242 . Vols Lo

Decennial ep
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Szechwan. i
Ocean-going vessels of deep draft can
reach

this
port during +he summer and in the winter 1
u ; only
river ,
steamers can reach Hankow a1l the year round

Tt 4 5
s also the terminus of the Pelting-Hankow Railway.

products of Szechwan,
Hupeh, and Western

All th
e raw Kweichow, Hunan,

shensi, Kansu,
ankow for export to foreign
being

Southern Honan,

Kiangsi are brought to H
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skins, furs,
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Although Hankow 1s o tuated in central China
2

most of the goods &are not exported directly from Han-

kow to forelign countries, but are first sent to

Shanghai to be re-exported from there. At present,

mmission 1s considering the deep-

the Yangtze Kiang Co

ening of the channel of the Yangbze Kiang in order
n-going vessels can reach Hankow direct

that large oce&
Thus, it may, in the future,

at any time of the year.
ntral Chinge

ry important port in cé

Mengtsz

ant frontier port for

4 at 28° 20" Mo
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Tt is locate
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ed to EurOpea
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ut the war time increased. After 1920, the export
s

showed a slight decline due to the decreasing demand

of Europe for tin and antimony. Besides the minerals
3

other products consist of raw silk, Puerh tea, hides
s

White wex and beans are the

feathers, and tobaccoe.

minor exported articles. The exports of this port

grew from % million Haikwan taels to 13 million taels
ive year period, and in 1925 Mengtsz

within the twenty~T

cent of the total exports, ranking

enjoyed 1.7 per

ninth in importance (See Figures 292 and 23)e
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the ex i
ports rose agall, they never reached the high

value of ]
1901. In the year 1925, Kowloon renked tenth

in i
importance, obtaining le.5 per cent of the total

gxport trade (See Figures 22 and 23)e
Swatow

O
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e ) it wa
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otal export trade. By the year 1925 the

hed 10 million taels--l.4
Figures 22 and 23).

cent of the T

value of exports had reac

per cent of the total exports (See

Foochow
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Chefoo
Ch
efoo, in Shantung Province, at latitude 37° 32!

N. ©
and longitude 121 05! §., lies on the south coast

facing Port Arthur, Deiren,

of the Gulf of Chihli,
3 Evtal

and Newchwange. It possesses a spacious harbor wh
does not freeze guring the winter. However, it 1s
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raw materials in Japan.
monopoly
in addition to being an i
has shown a decline durin

0.5 per cent of the total

harbor (See Figures 22 an

The latter, Dalren, has a

ce-free port. So, Newchwang

g recent years,

in 1925 only

exports passing through its

d 23).

of most of the Japanese ships in these waters,
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Chagter v

which Chinese Products

Countries 1
s to are Sent

The countries which share the exports of China

suggest another phaseé of this studye one of the dif-
is study has been due to the

ficulties throughout th
g customs statistics include Hongkong as

fact that th
1ike Jap&an and Francee. Hongkong 18

a foreign nation,

port and the cust
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Hongkong

Though many nations shared the export trade of

China during the period 1901 to 1925, Hongkong was

the most outstanding center of commerce for nearly

two-thirds of the period. In 1901 Hongkong shared 71

Hailwan taels of china's exports and by 1924

hed 173 million tael
But, the next

million
g—-mnearly a 2.5

the value had reac

crease OVETr the first year.
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beans, C
, cotton, cereals, vegetable oils, and skins
2

fur 1 hid i

s, and hiaes gain thelir importance in the export

tr 1A = +} 3
rade, the northern and central ports become of great

value and Hongkong shows a decline. Second, the im

of old ports and the opening-up of new
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are in china's expo
In 1901 her export

1924 they had inc
however, they

Hongkonge
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"
25). The growth, both in value and percentage
2

Figure

of Japanese jmportation of Chinese goods was due to
her geographical conditions. Japan is a nation of

small mountainous islands, lacking enough arable land
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n her own territory. On
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n i real
In the year 1918 Japan took 163 million Haikwan taels

'f' ine
of Chinese exports, surpassing Hongkong, and she thus

became the leading importer of China's exports. BY

’ "
1019 Japan's share of china's exports was valued at

195 million taels, OF 30.9 per cent of the total export
trade. The depression of the export trade to Japan in
gnation in Japan; thus,

141 million in

1920 was due TO business sta
es to Japan dropped to
the trade beganl to rec

reached 201 million

the export valu
over

that yeare Afterwards,
and by 1924 th

or 26 per cent
The United states
e export trade of

e value of exports

of China's total export trade.

taels,

The United States’ ghare in th
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valued at 16 million

China in the
Haikwan taels oT 9.1 per cent of the total tradee By
8.4 per cent of

ched 143 million taels O 1

of the trade OC~

19256 it reé
owth

the total tradee. The rapid gr
curred during and after the Buropean War. The out-
preak of the war cubt off the materials which were
formerly smported by the ynited gtates frow Furopean
nationse Agaln, the demand of American industries for
raw materials to suppl¥ the war needs was so urgent,
and the suppl¥ of them became go scarce in the United
ns were compelled to buy many
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1 s + da
tinds O1L materials from China which they had never

b }
ought before. Among the commodities, imported from

h L T S 1 .
China which have increased 1in commereial significance
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p l 1 n i g - - - —
[

port trade (See Figures 24 and 25)

France
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Russia

Russiéa, ineluding Siberia, toock 9 million Héikwan

. | -
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an
y tea in her own territory; but depends upon China

for that commodity.

Besides tea, beans and bean by-products, vege
; =

table oils, cereals, wheat flour, livestocks, seeds
2

and meat are all important commodities of export to

In the year 1925 Russia, jncluding Slberia,

Russizae.
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China, 26 per cent of the beans, and bean by-products,
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chinese goods to Great Britain showed a decline and

in 1925 she received but 47 million taels of Chinese

exports, taking 44 per cent of the eggs and egg prod
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192
5 Korea held 4.4 per cent of the total Chinese

export trade with a value of 34 million taels (See

Figures 24 and 25). Among all the important export

articles in 1925, Korea took 86 per cent of Chinese
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their concesslion and the investing of a large amount

of capital in Shantung Provincee.

The chief export commodities to Germany were

eggs and egg by-products, wood oil, hides, skins,

furs, be&ans and bean by-products, sesamen seed, and
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Of the total Chinese export trade in the year 1925,

the Japanese Empire took 28.5 per cent, British Empire

25,9 per cent, and the United States and her island

possessions in the Pacific Ocean 19 per cent; there-

fore they shared 73.4 per cent of the Chinese export

far more jmportant than all other nations

trade, being

talcen togethere




Chapter VI

Conclusion
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during the period:

1., The value of exports 1is increasing more
?r.less regularly in spite of the great
}nternal changes and disturbances, show-
ing that these changes have only iocal
influence and that the base of the ex-

ports 1s & gound ONE€e
o5, The number of products that form the
bulg of the exports of China has increased
rapldly during the last twenty-five yearss
rew silk still remains the most jmportant

expor’t product.

4, Tea has declined in jmportance
port trade of chinae.

in the ex~

and bean by-

5. New products, 1ike beans
products, vegetable oils, and others, &re

rising rapidly in importance-—the result
of the economical development of Manchuria
which 18 developing into the most impor-
tant reglion of China for the expor’® trades

B . JThert is & tendency
export

Dairen,
of favorable geographic
e declining or in-

other ports &
creasing very slowlye
an in the expor®

the presult of

7, The share Ol - o
api
ased B tﬁe economical de-

china inc L
apanese ue
gegopm 5 Manchuria.
the share of the United
et £ China in-

Attheswm
the expor

Be
gtates in
creased regular1Y-
tance of the pritish Empire in
Jrg importazrade £ China has declined,
r a par® political,

ed pelations




10.

between Canton and Hongkonge.

Because the factors that have had a
favorable influence oOn the increase
of the export trade (better harbor
conditions, better transportation,
mineral investigations, etc.) will
probably be still more important in
the future, we may expect in the
coming year that the ;ncreasing ten=-
dency of the export values will con-
tinue, gspecially regarding raw and

semi-raw productse
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