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DEVELOPMENT OF CHINA ' S EXPORT TRADE 
1901-1925 

Chapter I 

Introduction 

Chi na, potentiall y the largest market in the 

world, has an area 4,300 , 000 square miles/larger than 

Europe, and an area equal to tha t of the United 

States, Mexico, and Central America combined. The 

popul ation of China ( about one-fourth the entire popu

l ation of the world) is about equal to that of Europe . 

From a commercial point of view , one would believe 

that China, a market of more than 400,000,000 persons, 

shoul d offer an unlimited f i e l d for i nternationa l com

merce , whil e her numerous undeveloped resources should 

make her one of the greatest producing nations of the 

world. But t he purchas ing power of the people i n 

China is so low that any improvement in economic con

ditions is i mmedi ately reflected in an increase of 

capital and a rise in the purchasing power. The price 

of labor advances the moment that the products of 



China gain a h i gher mar ket value, and with it the pos

sibility of greater consumption; that is, the more 

China can sell, the more Ch ina can buy, because all 

trade resolves itself into barter. In a number of 

cases China can offer products, which are of great 

value to other nation s. For example, the American 

paint and varnish manufacturer s have found that Chinese 

wood oil is superior in drying qualities to linseed 

oil. Th i s has become i ndispensable to the success of 

the industry. It i s found that Chinese cotton is 

peculiarly adapted to the American blanket manufac

turing i ndustry, but China, t hrough the sales of cotton 

to the United States, finds that it is possible for 

her to buy t he l onger staple American cotton for it s 

finer count yarns . Also, the more vegetable oils that 

the United States purchases from China , the more kero

sene and other products China buys from the United 

States. We can see , therefore, that China's entire 

international trade depends chiefly upon the products 

which she exports to other nations. If we want to 

understand thoroughly China's future potentiality, we 

must give our attention to her exports. 

Alt hough the Portuguese have had direct trade 

with China since the sixteenth century, followed by 



Spanish, Dutch, and British traders, and although 

American ships were found in the waters of South China 

during the early nineteenth century, i t was not until 

the beginning of the twentieth century that trade wi th 

the western world was actually opened. Since that 

time China's foreign trade has increased rapidly, es

pecially her exports. In 1864 the total value of the 

exports was 54 million Haikwan taels, and in 1901 it 

had mounted to 169 million taels--almost a three-fold 

increase i n a period of 37 years. After that, the 

exports increased four and one-half fold within twenty

five years to about 776 million t aels in the year 1925. 

During the first twenty-five years of the twenti

eth century, there was a great political change in 

China. Revolution and rebellions occurred nearly every 

year; in 1912 the power of the Manchus was swept away 

and a Republ ic was set up. Owing to her vast area 
I 

and large population the reorganization of a strong 

central government has not been an easy task. Internal 

dissensions appeared frequently. The great strife 

since 1914 has been between the provinces of the North 

and South, and while troops, who formerly kept order, 

have be en away at war, the country has been overrun 

with lawlessness. During wars, honest peasants and 



workmen have been taken from a life of productivity 

and put into the unproductive armies . Fl oods and 

pestilences have a l so come . In spite of a l l these 

ca l ami ties , China's trade has gone on as usual and 

her exports show an amazi ng i ncrease . 

The year 1901 has been taken as the starti ng 

point for a more deta iled study of the Chinese export 

trade up to the pres ent time, because of the interest 

ing development of the export trade since that date. 

During the p·eriod 1901-1925 we find (1) a re

markable shifting of various art i cles to l eading 

pos i tions i n the export trade ; (2) i nteresting changes 

in t h e i mportance of export ports, and development s 

of new ports; and (3 ) t he chang ing importance of the 

foreign countries to which the products are s ent . 

These problems will be a pproached in the following 

manner : (1) general treatment of t he export trade, the 

leading export articles, the leading export ports, and 

the leading countries to wh i ch the exports are s ent; 

(2) indication and some detailed discussions of the 

great number of probl ems involved; and (3 ) suggesti ons 

to exp l a in these problems. 

Before proceeding wi th the detailed discussion of 

the exports of the period , it will be necessary to 

4. 



mention the statistics which wer e u s e d in t h i s study . 

The statistics, publish ed by t h e Ch i n ese MaritDne 

customs, are not a comple te record of the fo re i gn 

trade of China, because the customs have no record of 

the foreign trade which goes t h rough the No r t hern and 

We stern l and front i er ports. Furthermore, all trade 

with certain foreign countries carried on in Chinese 

junks is not accounted for because it i s not under 

the control of the inspector general. The value of 

exports , made from time to time in the annua l r e ports, 

therefore, is probably n ot the rea l value. On the 

other hand, the political situation at Hongkong has 

always been a ch ief diffi cul ty. Although Hongkong 

is a distributing center for the fore i gn trade of 

South China, it is al so a British colony and its trade 

is included with the fo r eig n trade of China. No 

statistics are published showing the origin of the 

imports or the destination of the e xports. Although 

the Chine se customs were able to present a record of 

the trade between China and Hongkong , it was impossible 

to k now how this trade was distributed among the 

cou_~trie s . Th is must all be tak en into account, even 

though attempt s have b e en made to avoid t h is difficulty . 



Chapter II 

General Tendencies of Export Trade Value 
1901-1925 

The trend of the total exports of China is in

fluenced to a certain degree by the peculiar status 

of the Chinese money and the fluctuations to which 

it is exposed. 

Exchange Value of Ch inese Money 

The system of currency is based on the silver 

standard. Previous to the Revolution different units 

of currency for the interior trade existed in various 

parts of the country . The Chinese Republican Govern

ment tried to better some of these chaotic monetary 

conditions by establishing the Yuan (now the Chinese 

silver dollar) as the standard unit. Although differ

ent regional units are now gradually being displaced 

by this dollar, as yet practically no unity has been 

reached. 

Because of these variable conditions, it was ab

solutely necessary for the Chinese Maritllne Customs 

to establish an independent unit on which to base the 

6 



collection of duties. Thus, the Hai kwan t ael or 

Haikwan Liang (means Maritime Customs Ounce) was 

adopted. The term expresses what it really is--an 

imagi nary money unit equivalent to the value of one 

Chinese ounce or liang of silver . 

It is here that the problem arises. The value 

of silver on the worl d market is always subject to 

rather great f l uctuations which have been particularly 

notabl e in recent times a s a result of disturbance s 

caused by the World War . These changes in the silver 

price, of course, have affected the value of the 

Hai kwan tael, and have had in some years a very 

favorable, in other year s a decidedly unfavorable, 

influence on the tota l magnitude of the Chinese ex

port trade. Nevertheless, how much influence they 

did have on the total quantity of the Chinese e xports 

we do not know. I n the case that prices in China did 

not change, t he curve of the total value of the 

Chinese exports would r epresent fairly well the trend 

in quantities. However, we know that prices did 

change, in part due to temporary market conditions • , 

i n part to a general tendency toward a higher cost of 

living; in part probably to changes in the silver 

value. It is entirel y impossible without additional 



purely economic research work to assign the relative 

importance of the price changes to each one of the 

factors involved. Besides, such an analysis is im

material to the main probl ems as treated from a geo

graphical point of view. 

The main fact is that the curve giving the total 

value of the Chinese exports is not an accurate re

presentation of the total quantity of goods exported, 

but that the difference is probably much l ess than it 

would be in many other countr i es, under the same con

ditions of large f luctuations in the value of their 

money on the world market. Chinese economic life is 

not yet such an essential part of the world economic 

system that prices f ollow, after a relatively short 

time, the variations in exchange. The continuous 

changes in the silver price have sometimes meant a 

distinct advantage, sometimes a distinct disadvantage, 

to the Chinese exporters. This would best be studied 

in connection with the graphs representing the 

quantities o f the various export articles. However, 

as those graphs are not readily available, we may use, 

wi.thout making great mistakes, the curve representing 

the total export value in Haikwan taels. 

During periods of a low silver price, the buyer 

Q 



from foreign countries which have a gold standard, 

has an advantage over the buyer from other countr ies 

because he can buy more Haikwan tae l s (i.e. more 

goods) for the same amount of money. He finds prices 

in China low; therefore, he will be likely to make 

larger purchases. During periods of high silver price, 

the reverse is true. I f we make a comparison of the 

graphs, these facts will be quite evident. 

During the period of high si lver prices in the 

years 1906 and 1907, Chinese exports showed a marked 

decrease, while 'during the years of low silver prices 

(1910, 1911, and 1912) t he exports increased rapidly. 

The low export trade value of 1914, coinciding rather 

unexpectedly with falling sil ver prices, was probably 

entirely due to abnormal conditions caused by the 

outbreak of the World War , while t he increase in ex

ports which followed, coming at the time when there 

was an enormous i ncrease in the value of silver, was 

due to abnormal World War conditions when raw products 

were bought at any price. The following slump in the 

s ilver prices was accompanied by another great increase 

in the export values. The increase in t he quant ity 

of export, however, during thi s last period was prob

ably not quite as great ·as formerly, because prices 



in China had been mounting rapidly during the last 

years (Fi gures 1 and 2 ) . 

We have added a d i agram representing the export 

trade values of China, expressed in American dollars 

( see Figure 3), in order to show how the development 

of the trade would be if we i ncl uded the f luctuations 

of Chinese money; but, for the above-mentioned reas on, 

we shall onl y use the value in Haikwan tael s. 

Explanation of Exports 
1901- 1925 

10 

The exp or t t r a de of China made remarkabl e prog

ress duri ng the first quarter of the twentieth century, 

in sp i te of the World War, t he continued occurrence of 

natural cal ami ties , and the political di sturbances 

caused by the t ransition from t he Manchu dynasty to 

that of t he Republ i c . Wi th the exception of f l uctu

ations which occurred during the years 1905, 1912, 

1914, and 1920, Figure 1 , showing China ' s export trade 

from 1901 t o 1925, indi cates clearly the vast stri des 

made duri ng this period . Three periods may be noted 

as a result of these fluctuations: the first period, 

1901 to 1913; the second period, 1914 to 1921 , and 

the third period, 1922 to 1925. 

The First Period 
- ~l 9~0..,.1--1~9~13--

During the f irst period a slow but steady growth 
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in the total value of exports was noted. The exports 

rose fran 169 million Haikwan t aels in 1901 to 403 

million in 1913--over a two-fold increase in 13 years. 

However, there were two periods of decline between 

1901 and 1 913, one occurring in 1905 and the other in 

1911 . 

From a political point of view t wo outstanding 

events in the history of China and the Far East, in 

general, must be considered during that period: (1) 

the Russo-Japanese War of 1904, and (2) the overthrow 

of the Manchu Dynasty and the founding of the Republic. 

The immediate effect of the Russo-Japanese War 

upon the foreign trade of China resulted in a marked 

decrease in the exports. The war, which took place 

in Manchuria, lasted about two years and de s troyed 

the productive region in that part of China. It a l so 

paralyzed trade ,;,ri th the two fighting countries. There

fore, the total value of exports dropped from 239 

million Haikwan taels in the year 1904 to 227 million 

the following year. The value of exports to Russia 

decreased from 12 million Haikwan t aels in 1903 to 5 

million and 9 million in 1 90 4 and 1905 re spectivel y . 

The decrease in the value of exports to J apan was . 
from 37 mi llion in 1904 to 35 mil lion and 33 million 
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in 1905 and 1906 respective l y . After tne war , the 

provinces of 1\ianchuria wer e op~ned to trade and she es 

t ablished commercial relations with the rest of the 

world. This was one of the i mportant factors vrh i ch 

caused t he export s to i ncrease rapidly d u r i ng the 

years wh i ch followed . 

'rhe second politica l event occurred i n the year 

19 11 . A revolutionary movement which began in Hupeh 

province s pread rapidly over China . Everywhere there 

was fighting between the g overnmental and t ne revolu

tionary a rmies during that time. As a result of this 

state of unrest, the power of the 1;,tanchus was swept 

away and in 1912 a repllblic was e stablished. The out 

break of t he revolution and the disturbed state of the 

country caused a de c l ine in the total export values 

in 1912. However , this decline did not continue , for 

in 19 13 t he value of tne tota l exports was much g r ea t e r • 

than it had been at any time previ ous to tha t year . 

Despite the fact t nat tnere was a rebellion i n the 

summer of 1913, the total value of exports i ncreased 

t o 403 million Hai kwan taels . 

During tne period from 1901 to 1913 , drought and 

flood o ccurred in China and. disease was added to 

famine on more th~n one occas i on . In 1902 Solltnern 



China suffered from drought and deficiency of f ood, 

and this was accompanied by an ep idemic of cholera 

whi ch spread rapidly throughout the country . The 

winte r of 1906-1907 was a l so one of famine. A dis

astrous and deadly pneumonia plague broke out in 

Manchuria dur ing t he winte r of 1910, which, spreading 

quick l y over the country, completely demora lize d the 

people and paralyzed trade . In 1911 floods, which re

sulted in famine conditions in t h e provinces of t he 

north, swept across the valley of the Yangtze Kiang. 

However, these calamities during t h is period did not 

have a n y serious effect on China as a whole, but 

caused great suffering in the local provinces in which 

these disasters occurred. Only slight fluctuations 

may be note d in the total value of the exports during 

this period. 

In spite of t hese disastrous conditions, several 

beneficial factors, which encouraged and increased 

the exports, may also be mentioned. Among these is 

t h e deve lopment of the r a ilways . In 1895 there were 

practically no railways in China, and by the end of 

1 913 a l most a ll the present lines of China had been 

completed. It is estimated that there were about 800 

miles before the year 1901, but in 191 3 the total 
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mileage had increased to over 6,000 miles. As a re

sult of this,trade with the areas which the railway 

penetrated was greatly increased. The total value of 

exports from Hankow in 1904, just one year before the 

Peking-Hankow railway was completely opened to traffic, 

was 7.1 million Haikwan taels. By the year 1909 the 

exports of Hankow had increased to 17.8 million taels 

--a two-fold gain during the five years. The export 

value of Kiaochow in the year 1904 was 0.8 million 

taels. The next year, when the Kiaochow-Tsinan rail 

way was opened, the export value of t h e port rose 

to 4.5 mil lion Haikwan t aels, more than a f i ve-fold 

increase, and by the year 1919, it had reached 25.4 

million taels. After the railways were built the ex

ports from Manchuria increased rapidly. Before the 

railway was opened to traff ic, the value of exports 

in 1907 in Dairen was just 2.2 million, but within 

three years' time , it rose to 22.3 million taels, 

about ten times the former figure. The export of 

linseed from Tientsin is another illustration. Pre

vious to 1911 no linseed was exported. In the autumn 

of the year when t he Peking-Suiyuan railway reached 

the northern part of Shansi province, the export trade 

was opened. During the next year the linseed exports 



from Tientsin amounted to over 442 thousand tons. 

Another factor which favored the export trade 

was the increase in the number of open ports. In 

1900 the number of open ports in China was 33, but 

by 1913 this number had increased to 48. Most of 

these new ports were opened to trade between the years 

1907 and 1910, many of them being i n Manchuria. These 

centers of trade were distributed from the frontier, 

between Manchuria and Russia, along the whole coast 

of China and a long the southern borders of the country 

from the ocean to the bo~dary between Tibet and India. 

They were found along the important rivers by which 

the interior of the country could be reached, and 

also along the new line s of railway communications. 

During thi s period the importance of the main 

export articles changed considerably; some new arti

cles were added to the trade while some unimportant 

ones became very important. 

The Second Period 
- 1914-1921 

With the outbreak of the European War in 1914, 

the total export value of China for that year de

creased from 403 million Haikwan taels in 1913 to 356 

million taels, a 12 per cent decrease as compared with 



1913. The next year the total value of exports in

creased to 418 million t aels and continued to rise 

until 1919, when the trade reached a total of 630 

million taels. In 1920, a severe drop to 541 million 

taels occurred, and by the end of 1921 the trade had 

not fully recovered. 

The greatest factor which influenced the fluctu

ations during this period was the outbreak of the 

World War which caused an immediate decrease in trade.

A few months after the outbreak of the war in 1914 

when the nations of t he world had begun to readjust 

themselves to new conditions , markets deve l oped for 

materials used i n connection with the war, and for 

products formerly supplied by the countries engaged 

in the conflict. Thus, one finds t hat certa.in 

16 

Chinese raw materials, food products, and metals, such 

as antimony, albumen, aniline dyes, indigo paste, 

cotton, egg products, vegetable oils, oil seeds, 

hides, skins, furs, wool and silk were in great de

mand during the years of the war and even during the 

year following the signing of t he Armistice. The in

creased demand fo r t h e se articles resulted in 1919 in 

the h i ghest total value of exports. The big decrease 

in 1920 was due to bu siness depression throughout the 



entire world, as a result of the war ; however, the 

next year the value of exports rose, although it did 

not approach the high values of 1919. 

17 

There are other factors which affected the trade 

which should a l so be considered. The shor.tage of 

transoceanic ships and the resultant rise in freight 

rates became a problem. Immediately a fter 1914, the 

tran sportat ion question became a serious one, because 

one-fourth of the world 1 s mercantile tonnage was taken 

from ordinary trade as a result of war. The readjust

ment in shipping on t h is a ccount soon reduced the 

tonnage in both the At lantic and Pacific Oceans, and 

the shortage of ships greatly hindered the export 

trade of China , not only because of h i gh rates, but 

also because of the large quantity of commodities in 

China for which space on ships bound for Europe and 

America could not be found. The dif ficulty was made 

worse by the fact that a part of the exports consisted 

of cheap and bulky materials which could not bear so 

easily a high cost of transportation, resulting from 

the increase in freights from 300 to 500 p er cent 

from the year 1914 to 1918. During 1919 the shortage 

of ships was decreased. This was a factor in the 

increase of exports in that year. 



The doubling of the price of silver during the 

year created another serious handicap to the export 

trade of China. "After 1916 the rate of exchange 

between the American gold dollar and the Chinese sil

ver tael became extremely unfavorable to the former. 

I n normal times a tael has been exchangeable for less 

t han 70 cents of American money. But in 1916 t he av

erage rate was 79 cents for one tael; in 1917 it went 

up to $1.03; then to $1.26 and $1.39 in the t wo suc

cessive years . This unfavorable exchange, of course, 

great l y hampered the growth of American i mports from 

China . 111 

There are also other factors which checked the 

growth of exports from China. The revolutions in 

Russia and the s topping of through traff ic on the 

Trans-Siberian Railway entirely cut off the Russian 

market from 1917 to the end of 1921. During this in

terval, political troubles in China continued, and 

the consequent handicap in transporting goods added 

to export difficulties. Besides these, there was a 

severe drought throughout the northern provinces of 

China i n 1920, which decreased the exports for that - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1 

Pan , ShU. Lun, 11 The Trade of the United States with 
China," Chapter\ IV, pages '72 ahd '73 . 
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year. It will be noted that the main commodities of 

China's exports greatly changed during the years 1914 

and 1921. 

The increase of f ood products accounts f or much 

of t he increas e in the export trade of China during 

1915 and post-war years. In the l ast year of t he war, 

t here was a shortage of cereal crops in J apan and 

Siberia, which increased the export of cereals, such 

as wheat and millet, from China to these t wo regions . 

I n addition, there was the European demand for Chinese 

cereal s, which increased t he exports to 35 million 

taels in the year 1920. Cereals were t he only com

modities among all China ' s exports which were not in

fluenced by the world ' s economic depression. Egg s 

and egg products were exported in increasing amounts 

during the years 1 916 and 1919, the ir value b eing 

doubled within these four years. Fr ozen me ats, 

poultry, and wi ld game were of greater importance 

during these years. In general, every kind of food 

product obtainable in China was exported. 

The Third Period 
- 1922- 1925 

During t h i s period, the export trade or China 

showed a steady increas e from 654 million Haikwan 



taels in 1922 to 752 million i n 1923 and 771 to 776 

million taels in the following t wo years. 
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General economic conditions t hroughout t he world 

sh owed signs of improvement. For ei gn exchanges, com

paratively speaking, were more stable . The inflation 

of currency and credit, which occurred in so many 

countries after the close of the war, was reduced. 

The difficulties which existed duri ng the s e cond per

iod--such as the shortage of boats and high freight 

rates--did not exist during this period. 

The development of Chinese rai l ways continued . 

The total mileage a ctually opened to traffic was 

slight l y ove r 6,000 miles in 1913. During this period 

it increased to 7,000 miles. Nevertheless, there 

were some factors wh ich hampered the growth of trade. 

Internal political troubles continued throughout the 

period and the export trade was seriously handicapped 

by the diff iculty , or even impos sib ility, i n some 

Gases, of transporting the produce from inland to the 

treaty ports for further shipment abroad. Th e Shanghai 

incidents of the 30th of May , 1925, pa ralyze d trade, 

and s trikes a nd boycott movement s hindered the furthe r 

gr owth of export t rade in t hat year. 

In a ddition t o the politica l trouble , there was 



a climatic f a ctor which had a b a d inf luence upon t he 

export trade in 1924. The h eavy flood s in July and 

August, which interfered with trade and tran sporta tion, 

caused severe f amine in the northern provinces. De

spite the unsett l ed state of the country and the 

c l i matic disaster, the export trade of China increa sed. 

I t can now be s e en t hat in spite of all the un

favorable conditions during these three periods--in

t e r na l and external unrest, physical disturbances 

wi thin the country , and Wor ld War influences--China 

has struggl ed through this turmoil, and her trade has 

increased, and will, i n all probability, continue to 

progress for many years hence. 



Chapter ill 
Leading Expor t Articles 

1901-1925 

The export trade of Chi na i s dependent upon 

sever a l import ant commodtt i es--raw si l k, s ilk goods, 

tea, beans and bean by-products , eggs and egg prod

uct s , veget abl e o ils, raw co t ton, hides, skins , and 

furs , cereal s , and coal. Each one of these commodi

t i es will be discussed separat el y, f irst, as t o the 

gener a l trend of development during the twenty-five 

years; and second, as to its import ance in the export 

trade . 

Raw Silk -----
The most i mportant commodit y exported from Chi na 

dur i ng t he period 1901 t o 1925 in point of va l ue i s 

raw silk . The export value of this product increased 

from 50 million Haikwan tae l s in 1901 to 113 million 

i n 1919 and to 153 mi l lion taels in 1925--a three

fold increase• During this peri od of increase there 

were several serious fluctuations. One of them which 

occurred in 1914 was due to the outbreak of the World 
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War, whi ch curtai l ed the market fo r raw silk in 

Europe. This was not of long durat ion, for, by the 

year 1916 , the market had recovered and there wa s an 

especial ly l arge demand for raw silk in Ameri ca. At 

thi s t i me, also, t he raw silk of Turkey and Ital y 

could not be export ed because of European troubl e and 

thus China had no competitors in the wor l d market. 

Therefore, the export trade reached 113 million tael s 

i n 1919--a record whi ch had never before been reached. 

The depression of t he world's economic condi tions i n 

1920 caused another decline i n the export trade of 

raw si l k. However, by the followi ng year China had 

recovered from this decline and by 1923 the value of 

the exports of raw silk had reached 154 million t aels. 

By 1924 the shortage in the raw sil k crop of China 

and the heavy taxation combined with inland war con

ditions caused the price of Chinese silk to increase. 

On the other hand, t he price of Japanese s i l k was 

mu ch l ower , causing great competition between the two 

countries. Because of this condition, a third drop 

occurred in this year, due to t he de creasing demand 

of America and France for this Chinese product. How

ever, by 1925 the value of t he exports had begun to 

rise again ( See Figure 4). 



China's raw silk may be divided into three 

classes-- white., yellow, and wild or tussah si lk. 

There are many silk-producing regions i n China, the 

most important onesbeing Chekiang, Ki angsu., and 

Kwangtung Provinces for the export of white raw si l k, 

whi ch forms the greater part of the sil k produced i n 

Chi na; and Sze chwan ., Hupeh, and Shantung Provinces 

for the yellow raw sil k. Wild silk is obtained chief

l y in the Provinces of Shantung , Fengtien, and Honan 

( See Figure 5). 
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Shanghai and Canton have been the most i mportant 

ports for the export of raw silk throughout the period 

under consideration. At first, raw sil k which was 

exported from Newchwang and Chefoo in North China, was 

sent to Shanghai for re-export to foreign countries. 

B·ut later on, conditions changed and the raw silk of 

Fengtien was exported direct l y from Antung and Dairen 

whe re t here are good transporta tion facilities to 

foreign countries and Newchwang lost her importance 

in the export trade . Kiaochow, loca t ed in the province 

of Shantung , t hen began competing with Chefoo, t aking 

most of her exports and sending them directly to 

foreign countries. Soochow and Wuhu in central China 

also became important export ports. Tengyueh in the 
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southern frontier of the Yunan Province obtained in 

1925 an export trade in raw silk valued at one million 

Haikwan taels (Compare Figures 5 and 6). Throughout 

the period Hankow and Chungking were the most out

standing ports for the shipping of silk from central 

and western China to Shanghai. 

A notabl e change in the distribution of Ch inese 

raw silk to foreign countries may be noted during 

the period f r om 1901 to 1925. Hongkong once held the 

leadi ng position in the import ation and r e-shipment 

of Ch ina's raw silk to distant market s. In recent 

years she has dropped to t h ird place in the e xport 

trade of raw s ilk. This decline c ame as a result of 

the sending of raw silk from the north and central 

regions directly abroad. France, wel l known in the 

west for her silk-weaving industry, now t akes most 

of China's raw silk. Because of the growth of silk 

manufacturing in America, the United States has be

come the second greatest customer of Chinese raw 

silk. Japan , in spite of the great exportation of 

her raw silk, still buys a great quantity of Chinese 

silk for weaving purposes. In 1925 France took 34 

per cent of China's raw silk, United States 32 per 

cent, Hongkong 17 per cent, Japan 7 per cent, India 
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3 per cent, and Italy 1 per cent ( See Figures 5 and 6). 

Although raw silk remained the chief export com

modit y throughout the greatest part of the period, 

and although China 's export values increased about 

three times t hat of 1901, her rel ative share in the 

entire export trade shows a no table decline. I n the 

year 1902 the percentage of t he exports of raw si l k 

in the total export trade was 32 .1 per cent, but by 

1925 this percentage had fal l en to 19.7 per cent 

( See Fi gure 7). The fai l ure of the exports of raw 

silk to increase at the same rate as the total export 

trade was due chiefly to the absence of the use of 

scientific methods of cultivation and preparation. 

The si l k producers were composed mostly of peasant 

farmers, each one taking care of his own product. 

Because they knew nothi ng of the scientific methods 

used to check t he spreading of disease among the 

silk worms which had become serious, their product 

was , therefore, greatly affe~ted, both in quality and 

quantity. In former times, it took three or four 

piculs of cocoons to mruce a picul of si l k, but now 

it t akes from four to six because of the poorer quali

ty of the cocoons. Besides the deterioration in the 

quality of the cocoons, the carelessne s s in the 



reeling of the fibre and impurities in the product 

impair greatly the quality of the raw silk. I n addi

tion to this, competition from Japan is another factor 

to be considered. 11The Japanese government took a 

lively interest in maintaining and improving the 

quality of the raw silk exported from that country. 

In 1897 the Japanese government established a silk

conditioning house at Yokohama and in 1900 the exami

nation of sil k for watering was made compulsory in 

Japan. 112 Watering of cocoons was somet ime s practised 

to add we i ght to the product sold . Moreover, the 

Japanese merchants used their entire energy to promote 

the silk trade in the world market by advertising and 

by exhibitions . The governmen t of China, on the other 

hand, has shown little interest in this important 

probl em, and the merchants have never advertised. One 

other factor t o be considered is this: China's si l k 

i s mostly exported to Europe, while Japanese sil k is 

sent to America. The decline of the European silk 

industry during the war caused a decrease in the ex

port of China's raw silk. 

During recent years, the Chinese have given more 

attention to the reorganizing of the silk industry 
2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Encyclopedia Sinica, page 515. 
------
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along modern l ines , with a view to re-establ i shing a 

p l ace i n the world market . The International Committee 

for the Improvement of Sericulture was formed in 

Shanghai in 1918 for the purpose of giving i nstruct i ons 

to the farmers of the sil k-producing regions. When 

scientific methods are entirel y introduced, there will 

be no doubt about the deve lopment of China's export 

trade in raw silk. Chinese si l k is well known for it s 

better quality in tensile strength and durabi lity. 

Silk Goods 

Closel y related to the export ation of r aw s ilk 

is that of Chinese manufactured s ilk. During the 

years 1901 to 1925 the value of t he exports of si l k 

goods increased from 10 million Haikwan tae l s to 23 

million t aels , over a t wo- fold increase. This was due 

to the considerable increase in the exportation of 

pongee silk, rather than other kinds . Before the 

opening- up of Manchuria, the export of pongee was of 

minor importance . Until 1913 China's export value of 

pongee amounted to only 6 million taels and by 1920 

the export value had reached 8 million taels. The 

great demand for pongee silk from France and the 

United States in the year 1921 caused the value in the 

total exports of silk goods to rise to 30 million 



Haikwan taels, which i s the h i ghest record of t he 

value of exportation of manufactured si l ks with in 

this period. (See Fi gure 4). 
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The si l k goods may be divided into six kinds: 

piece goods, pongee, embroidery, ribbons, thread, and 

unclassed products. The most important articles among 

these six are, however , piece goods and pongee. Al 

though t here are several centers for the production of 

domestic s ilk goods, the most well known are Kwangtung 

Province in south China, Kiangsu and Cheki ang in 

central China , and Szechwan in west China. Pongee 

silk comes mostly from Shantung, Honan, Szechwan, and 

Manchuria (See Figure 8). 

Shanghai and Canton are the most important ports 

for the export of silk goods. In the begi nning Kow

loon was one of the important ports in the South, but 

during later years she declined in importance. It 

was in 1925 tha t Ki aochow and Hankow obtained their 

foremost p l aces among the leading export ports (See 

Figures 8 and 9). 

At fir st, manufactured silk was mostly exported 

to Hongkong and from there distributed among other 

nations. But, the direct export from China to other 

countries became more and more important in later years 



and therefore Hongkong lost h er i mportance as a dis

tributing center. 

By referring to Fi gures 8 and 9, a great change 

i n t h e di stribution of China's silk goods may be not ed. 

I n 1902 Hongkong took 75 per cent and Korea 6 per c ent 
,. 

of the total exports. But, i n 1925 we note that 

Hongkong obtained only 44 per cent of the total ex

ports of silk goods while other nations, such as 

I ndia, Singapore, and the Straits Settlements obtained 

a greater portion than before. Korea disappeared from 

the export trade, due to the establishment by the 

Japanese of a high i mport duty on August 29, 1920, in 

order to re strict the i mportation of Chinese si l k goods 

to her dependency. This tariff i ncreased the import 

duty about 5 or 6 tin1es the former levy; thus, Chinese 

si l k goods were entirel y withheld from t h e Korean 

market. 

The relative share of manufactured silk in the 

export trade shows a decline similar to that of' the 

raw silk during this period. In 1901 the export of 

silk goods obtained 6.4 per cent of the total export 

trade, ranking third among the export commodities. By 

1925 the export of silk goods increa s e d to 2.9 per 

cent, thus holding seventh position (See Figure 7). 



31 

The factors which caused t he decline were many . F i rst , 

there was a serious competition with the J apanese , 

French, Swi ss , Briti sh , and German commod ities in the 

worl d market. Second, Ch i nese si l k goods were made 

by hand, which caused the pri ce to be h i gh . Th ird, 

the silk was t h icker t han t he si l k from other countries 

wh i ch added to its c ost as we ll as to its period o f 

service. Thus, it coul d not compete with the cheap 

thi n si l k from other countries . Fourth, the s ilk goods 

were.too narrow - only about 20 inche s i n width - for 

mak i ng European style dresses. Furthermore, the l a ck 

of advertising and the heavy import duties of other 

nations a ll h indered i ts deve l opment. 

Tea 

The exportation of tea in the year 1901 was 

v a lued at 20 million Hai kwan t ae l s , and by 1915 the 

exports had increased in value to 55 million t ael s. 

During this period there wer e t wo f luctuations, one 

in 1905 due to the inf l uence of the Russo-Japanese 

War, and the othe r in 1912 due to the f act that the 

regions of production were disturbed by the revolution

ary movement. In 1917 a ruinous decline occurred. Be 

cause of the Russi an revolutionar y condit i ons from 

1 917 to 1921, the Chinese tea market was cut off en-



tirely from Russia and Siberia. The restrictions on 

the importation of tea into Great Britain he l ped to 

re-enforce the disaster. By 1920 the export value of 

tea dropped to 8 million Haikwan taels, which was the 

lowest record ever known. From that time, the trade 

has sl ow l y recovered, and by 1925 it had reached 22 

million t ael s (Figure 4). 

The tea plant grows in China bet ween 23° and 35° 

North Latitude, including the whole central and 

southern parts of China. The wel l-known productive 

centers are Anhwei, Chekiang , Kiangsi, Fukien, Hupeh, 

and Hunan Provinces ( See Figure 10). The export of 

tea has been classified into seven kinds: black tea, 

green tea, black tea bricks, green tea bricks, tea 

tablets, tea dusts, and unf'ired tea leaves. 

Hankow was the most important port for the ex-
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port of tea to foreign countries. Kiukiang , Hangchow, 

Ningpo, Foochow, and Santuao were also i mportant ports 

throughout t his period. Among these principal ports, 

the black teas are mainly exported from Hankow, 

Kiukiang, and Foochow; green tea from Hangchow, Ningpo, 

and Santuao; and the brick tea from Hankow ( See Figures 

10 and 11). 

Of China's expo~ts Russia and Siberia were the 



greatest consumers throughout the period, even though 

the revolutionary conditions hampered in recent years 

the importation of Chinese tea. However, Russia still 

buys much more Chinese tea than other nations. In 

former years the United States was an important i m

porter of Chinese tea, but during recent t i mes she has 

become less important, owing to the competition of' 

Japanese and Formosa teas with Chinese tea in her mar

ket. Great Britain's demand for Chinese tea decreased 

in this period, due to the fact that the British 

government encouraged her people to buy I ndia and 

Ceylon teas; she established a preferential duty in 

1919 restricting tea which was not grown within her 

territory. But, the Near East nations now became the 

important consumers of Chinese tea. By looking at 

Figure 11, we note that in 1902 Russia took 45 per 

cent of China's exports of tea, United States 28 per 

cent, Great Britain 8 per cent, and Hongkong 7 per 

cent. But, in 1925, Russia just took 28 per cent, 

Turkey, Persia, Egypt, and Aden combined took 17 per 

cent, while the United States dropped to 13 per cent 

33 

and Great Britain to 5 per cent (See Figures 10 and 11). 

Next to raw silk, tea was the most important item 

of China's exports at the beginning of the twentieth 



century. It supplied 12 per cent of China's export 

trade in . 1901 and 16 .7 per cent in 1904. But later 

on, the tea declined i n its relative share and in 

1925 tea obtai ned onl y 2 . 8 per cent of the export 

trade (See Figure 7). The decline of the Chinese tea 

trade has been caused by the intense competition of 

India, Ceylon, Java, and J apan, a ll of which have 

gradually pushed Chinese tea from the main tea markets 

of the world--England, Australia, and the United 

States. In 1899 about 16 per cent of the tea consumed 

in Engl and came from China, but by 1906 this percen

tage had fallen to about 2. 1 per cent. Later on, it 

averaged about 3 per cent. For example, in 1920 the 

United Kingdom i mported only 3.6 per cent of the 

Chinese tea. On the other hand, she purchased 57.6 

per cent of I ndia tea, 28.9 per cent Ceyl on tea, and 

9.3 per cent Java tea. The India and Ceylon t eas can 

compete with Chinese tea in the British market (1) 

owing to her government encouraging the people to buy 

the tea which grows withi n the British Empire, (2) 

owing to the large scale production of tea by better 

methods, and (3) because of the strong infusion of 

I ndian tea which great ly appeals to the tastes of the 

English people. In the United States the decrease in 
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the i mportation of Chinese tea has been very great .. 

The average percentage for United States' imports of 

tea from China in 1900-1904 was 49.6 per cent, and by 

1922 it was onl y 15 per cent. The chief competitors 

with Chinese tea in the United States' market are 

Jap an, India , and Ceylon. The same decline in the 

i mportance of Chinese tea was characteristic of the 

Australian market. 

Although competition has been strong in the 

worl d market, the demand for Chinese tea would not 

have decreased had it not been for internal reasons. 

First, tea in China is produced on smal l fields; hence 

it is controlled by small hol dings. Therefore, they 

cannot furnish uniform, standard qualities on as great 

a scale as the large p l antations of India, Ceylon, 

and Java. Second, the manufacture of tea in China is 

still done by hand, thus causing the cost of produc

tion to increase as labor becomes more expensive. 

Third, the heavy duties on tea have helped to handicap 

the export of Chinese tea in this period. The export 

duty was originally fixed by the Treaty of Nanking, 

signed in 1842, at 2.50 taels per tan (133 1/3 lbs. ) , 

being about 10 per cent of the value. This tariff 

was used for sixty years, but in 1902 the levy was 
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reduced to 1.25 t aels per tan. However, the price of 

tea has fallen since 1842, and as a result t ea has at 

all times borne a much heavier export duty than that 

stipulated. In addition to this excessive export 

duty, tea has suffered an inland tax, called 11 likin11 , 

which is imposed on it during its transshipment from 

the region of production to the transit ports, and 

which averages over 2.50 taels per tan. 

The teas of India, Ceylon, Java, and Japan, on 

the other hand, are exported f ree of all duties. 

Since 1919 t he Chinese government has reduced the 
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likin charges upon tea about one-half and has entirel y 

removed the export duty. Unlike the Japanese, the 

Chinese merchants do nothing in the way of advertising 

their tea. They also make no effort to pack their 

teas in such a way as to attract the people's atten

tion. 

Due to all the above-mentioned factors, China's 

tea trade has dropped seriously. This ruinous decline 

has attracted the attention of the Chinese for a long 

time and they are now beginning to 
remove the internal 

causes. The tea merchants now manufacture their t ea 

on modern lines in order to suit 
the foreign markets. 

Recently, the Chinese government established tea in-



vestigation bureaus a t . Hankow, Foochow, Shanghai, and 

other tea-producing reg i ons, in order to i mprove the 

methods of cultivation. Furthermore, the government 

has d iscontinued the whole export duty and has re

duced the likin to one-half to encourage the export 

of Chinese tea. 

Hereafter, due to the greater attent i on that 

both the g overnment and tea merchants are gi v i ng to 
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the tea trade, Chinese tea may be able i n time to re

gain a part of her former position in the world market. 

Beans and Bean By-Products 

I n the first quarter of the t went i et h century 

beans and their by-products became very i mportant com

modities in China ' s export trade. A marked develop

ment is note d among a ll the export items; beans and 

their by-products have surpassed tea as the second 

commodity. Before 1890 China ' s t rade in beans was 

mainly domestic. Since that year beans have been ex

ported t o foreign nations . By 1901 t he aggr egate 

value of the export of these products amounted to 8 

million Haikwan taels. Unti l 1907 there was slight 

growth in the tra de, the value of the tota l exports 

of beans in that year being 12 million taels. At this 

time there was no tra de with Ame rica or Europe, most 



of t he exports being sent to Japan where bean cake 

was used as fertilizer for the ri ce fields . In 1908 

a Japanese company shipped the Manchur i an beans to 

London with remarkabl e result s . Thus., beans began to 

gain the i r market i n Eur ope . The beans arrived at a 

time when t here wa s a shortage of Egyptian cotton seeds 

and Ar gentina linseed in t he We st ; t herefore, beans 

were demanded and became the ch ief product for soap 

manuf acturi ng . The demand continued to i ncrease and 

in 1909 the export v alue of beans reached 52 mi ll ion 

t aels, gr eat er i n val ue than t he export of t ea . There 

wa s a slight decline between 1910 and 1917 , but through 

out this period the aver age export va lue of beans was 

about 50 million tae l s . The d ecline was cau sed (1) by 

the establishment of China 's Republic and (2) by t he 

outbreak of the European War. The war caused t he 

shortage of ships and , as a result, there were high 

freight r at es for its transshipment on the one hand 

and a curta ilment of s ome of it s mar ket on t he othe r. 

After the armi stice was s i gned in 1918 , the export 

t rade i ncrea'sed r apidly, from 87 mill ion tael s in 

value in 1919 to 120 mi llion t aels in 1925 . During 

t h i s peri od of rap i d growt h , there was a decline i n 

1920, due to the depression of world business which 



influenced its exports . Thus, one can see that during 

t he period, 1901-1925, the trade made a 15-fold i n

crease ( See Figure 4) . 

The exports of beans and beancake are of much 

greater importance than the exports of bean-curd. Al

though the produc i ng regions are widel y distr i buted 

over China, it i s in Manchuria t hat thi s crop reaches 

it s greatest commercial value due in part to t he 

Japanese market. The virgin, ferti l e soil, combined 

with small l ocal consumption , due to sparse population, 

both encourage t he exports. Dairen, Harbin , Antung, 

8.lm.d Newchwang are the principal ports for the export 

of beans and bean by-product s. Because of railway 

facilities , J apan and Russia took most of these ex

port s . In the year 1925 about 54 per cent of the 

exports of these products went to Japan, 26 per cent 

to Russi a, 4 per cent to India, 3 per cent each to 

Great Britain and Kor ea ( See Figure 12). 

The relative share of beans and their by-products 

also grew i n i mport ance i n the total export trade. In 

1901 these products only held 5 per cent of t he total 

trade and by 1909 the va lue had increased to 15.3 per 

cent, and by 1925 it had reached 15.5 per cent ( See 

Fi gure 7). This rapid growth was due to the opening-



up of Manchuria where one finds an unlimited, virgi n , 

fertile land fo r the cultivation of beans . Unl i ke 

other reg i ons in China , t he l and of Manchuria i s not 

densely populated; therefore, i ts products can be 

shipped out for the world demand. Second, the use of 

bean s for mak i ng o il for domestic purposes ha s been 

adopted by the Western World . They do not u se t hem 

for human f ood, but use them in the manufacture of 

soap, toile t powders , lubricants, fertilizers, and 

animal feed. 

Vegetable Oils 

The wide util i zation of vegetable oils in the 

Wes t e r n World has been the c ause of t he remarkable 

growth of t h e export trade of Ch ina . In 1901 the 
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trade of veget able oi l s was value d at 2.7 million t aels 

and by 1909 the value had reached 6 mill ion taels. 

Aft er tha t year , trade grew rapidly, espec i ally during 

and after the World War . By 1919 the value of the 

exports wa s 46 million tae l s . Th i s rise was due to 

the l ack of animal produ c t s such as butt er, l a rds, and 

flavor i ng oils during war time when the Westerners 

were compe lled to use veget abl e oils for substitutes. 

On the other hand , the shor t age of ships and t he re

sultant h i gh freight rates hampered the transshipment 



of bulky seeds t o the West; therefore, oil was greatly 

demanded in t hat period . During t h e depressi on of 

worl d ecJnomic conditions, the export of vegetable oil s 

was seriousl y affected . In 1921, the val ue of t he ex

ports of vegetable oil s decl i ned to 20 mill ion t aels . 

However , because of the ever - increasing demand for 

t his oil, the trade soon recovered f r om this decline 

and by 1925, it had increased again to 46 mil lion 

Ha i kwan ta e ls , obtaining thi rd rank among the exports 

( See Figure 4 ). 

Al though there are many varieties of veget abl e 
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oils, including bean, groundnut oil, cotton seed oil, 

wood o il, rape seed oil, sesamen seed oil, tea oil, 

castor oil , croton oil, olive oil , hemp oil, corn oi l , 

and perilla oil, t he most i mportant oils exported with 

i n this period were bean oil, groundnut oil, and wood 

oil . 

Bean oil w~s the most i mportant of al l the vege-

table oils which were exported . The beans were grown 

a l most entirely i n north Ch i na, especially Manchuria, 

where t hey were made into oil and then used fo r com

merc i a l purposes; hence a great number of oi l manufac

turing concerns were established in that region for 

the preparation of bean oil for export. 



Next to bean oil in importance c ame wood oil, or 

tung oil, which wa s extract e d from ~~e nuts of Aleuri 

tes, a small genus be l onging to the spurge family . 

There are t wo speci e s of Al eurites--Aleur i tes montana 

and Aleurites fordi i. Aleurites montana grows in 

Kwans i Province; while Aleurites fordi i grows i n cen 

tral and western China, mostly in the Provinces of 

Szechwan, Hunan , Hupeh , and Kwe ichow. The wood oil 
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is us ed ch i efly for v arnish , waterproofing , cement, 

l i nolewn , and pa int in the West ins tead of linseed oi l , 

because of its rapid drying character . Most of thi s 

oil was exported to the Uni t ed States for p a i nt i ng and 

varn i s h i ng purposes. 

Gr oundnut s are grown i n sandy soil ; therefore , 

they are mo stly produc ed i n the Provinces of Shantung , 

Chihl i , Honan, and Kiangsu. The oil of the groundnuts 

was chiefl y exported from these reg ions, too . Th e 

trade of g roundnut oil inc reased rap idl y , especia lly 

duri ng and aft e r the Great War. 

Of t he e xport s of Chinese vegetable oils, most of 

t he oi l passed through Hankow, Shanghai, and Newchwang 

i n t he year 1902. Afterwards the tra de g rew r apidly , 

and other p or t s b e came of great importance in the ex

port trade . Dairen b e came the outstanding port in 



Manchuria and Harbin becrune the second in ~ank. Al 

though Newchwang is the oldest port in thi s trade, it 

has not grovm in relative importance as have some of 

the newer established ports . In central China, Hankow 

still holds her i mportant position, but Yochow, Wanh

sien, and Chungk ing have recently been added due t o 

the increasing exportation of wood oil i n t he fo re i gn 

trade ( See F i gures 13 and 14). 

In the b eginning, about three-four ths of the ex

ports of vegetable oils went to Hongkong, where they 

were transshipped to other nations. But, later on, 
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the condition changed, most of the oils being shipped 

directly to other nations . The great demand for 

Chinese wood oil i n the United State~ as wel l as other 

kinds, made h e r b e come the leading consumer of Chine se 

vegetable oils. Great Britain a nd Russia fol l owed the 

Un ited States in i mp or tance, but to a l esser degree. 

Hongkong, hoV!ever, has gradually lost h e r important 

position as an importer of vegetable oils _(See Figures 

13 and 14) . 

The percentage of the vegetabl e o il s i n the ex

port trade grew as rapidly as did the value. In 1901 

the value of vegetable o il s in the total export trade 

amounted to 1.6 per c ent, but in 1919 it had reached 



804 per cent, and by 1925 it still hel d 5.9 per cent 

of the total export trade (See Figure 7). This great 

increase was due to the cultivation of the fert ile land 

of i'llanchuria , where a great quanti ty of beans, ground

nuts, and other kinds of seeds were produced as well 

for the purpose of maki ng oil. The growth of railways 

encouraged the export of oils f r om the int erior. The 

i mports of kerosene oil increased, because it was 

cheaper than vegetable oils, and thus took their p l ace 

for purposes of illumination. In the West ern World the 

people used vegetable oils as subst i tutes for butter 

and lard. 

The discovery of new ways to use the vegetable 

oils played an i mportant part in increasing the demand 

for it in the world markets. Now, besides the former 

uses as foodstuffs and for illuminat ion, vegetable oils 

are used for maki ng artificial leather fo r book b i nd

ing , for the maki ng of substances simi l ar to ce lluloid, 

and for the manufacture of dynamite. However, the 

chief industrial uses are the making of pai nts and 

varnishes , soaps, candles, linoleum , and oil cloths. 

The vegetabl e oils are al so used for lubricants. 

Eggs and~ Product s 

Although poultry eggs for many centuri es have 



been o f grea t i mport anc e i n t he e v e r y - day d i e t of the 

Chinese and were p roduced to a gr eat e xt ent i n China, 

they di d not ent e r into the foreign trade unti l 1903. 

By 1904 t he export of poultry eggs was valued at 1.6 

mil l ion Haikwan t ae ls. Before the World War the trade 

g rew v ery s lowly and by 1914 t h e exports only amounted 

to 5 million taels. When the war b roke out, the gre a t 

demand fo r foodstuffs in the f i ghting nations, as well 

as in the neutra l countri e s , made this trade increase 

rapidly. By 1919 the value of export s amounted to 24 

mill ion t ae l s- - n e arly a f i v e - fo ld increase since 1 914. 

Iq 1 920 the depre s s ion of world b u s i ness influenc e d 

the export trade , mak i ng i t show a sl i ght d e crease , 

but a f ter tha t, the trade rose again and b y 1925 the 

value of exports of egg s and egg products h ad reached 

33 mill ion t ae ls. During1hese periods of growth, 

there were some unfavorable factors which checked its 

expansion. One was the re s tri ctive regul ations which 

were establi shed i n September, 1 917, in t he United 

States to che ck the importation o f _Chinese dried egg 

powders and liquid yolks . In 1922 the United s tates 

raised t he i mp ort t ariff in order to curtail the ex

port of frozen a nd drie d eggs from China . Both of 

these barriers are shown clearly in the d e cline of 

4 ) 
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exports i n the ye a rs 1918 and 1923 . Although there 

was a great demand from other parts of t he world, the 

trade d i d not g row a s rap i dl y as it would had the 

United St ates not restricte d the i mportation of Chi nese 

eggs and egg by-products ( See Figure 4). 

Although eggs are extensively produ ced i n Ch ina, 

mo s t eggs fo r commercial purposes come from t he reg i ons 

north of Yangtze Ki an g . In t he south du e to the 

nume rous r ivers , swamps, and pon ds, the d i strict is 

suitabl e for t he r a ising of duck s and geese , but i s n ot 

for the rai sing of ch ickens. I n the sou t hern part the 

e ggs produce d a re used mostly for h ome constunption. 

I n the north, condi tions are dif ferent ; chicken e ggs 

are abundant and form the main export commodity (Se e 

F i gure 15). 

The export of eggs may b e classified under three 

headings : (1) a lbumen and yolk, ( 2) f~esh and preserved, 

and ( 3 ) fro zen e ggs, At first, most o f the exports 

consisted of f r esh and preserved eggs , but 1 t l' n 

v1hen faciliti es developed fo:r th hnn :L 1,ng cr1. q~gn \Id '\.b 
modern methods for desiccation d i 

' ry ng , a nd refriger -
ation, the e xport trade or fr osh d 

u n p re served egg s 

d e c l ined . 'rh e othe r t wo k ind,s -= a l bume n a n d y o lk , and 

frozen egg s--becarne the important items for export 



trade. 

Of the export ports, Hankow, Shanghai, Tientsin, 

Nanking , and Harbin are the most important in the 

trade. Great Britain , United States, and J apan are 

the out standing i mporters for China ' s eggs ( See Figure 

1 5 ). Great Britain took about 44 per cent of China's 

exports of eggs and egg products in the year 1925 , 

while t he United St a t es took 22 per cent, and Japan 

13 per cent. 

In 1904 eggs and egg products held 0.6 per cent 

of t he total exports ; in 1919 , 3.8 per cent, and by 

1925 they obtained 4 .2 per cent, hol ding fourth posi

tion among the export commoditie s ( See Fi gure 7 ) . The 

rapid growth of t his trade was due to the abundant 

surplus and t he cheapness of China ' s eggs , which could 

be shi pped t o foreign markets to compete with the 

native products. Secondly, the use of modern methods 
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to prepare t he eggs in the form of albumen, yolk, and 

dried powder, made t h em easier to transport than t h e 

fresh and preserved eggs . Thirdly, the new methods for 

using t hem in the industrie s, such as i n the form of 

liquid eggs and l iquid yolk for tanning leather , al

bumen for printing cotton cloths, finishing paper , sen

sitizing photographic plat es and in t h ickening ink, 



gave way t o a new demand fo r eggs beside s its former 

use as human food. 

Raw Cotton -
China ranks th i r d among the cotton- producing 

nations of the world, next to the United States and 

I ndia , but her export trade of raw cotton is not as 

gr eat as that of the other t wo. I n 1901 the trade was 

valued at 4.7 million t aels , but s ince that time it has 

increased in a f l u ctuating way, until by the end of the 

period the value of t he exports of raw cotton had 

reached 29 million t ael s--a seven-fold increase. The 

f l u ctuat ions of raw cotton fo r export depended mostly 

upon the demand of Japan and t he production and price 

of American and Indian cottons . In the years 1914 to 

1919 t he supply of Ind i an cotton declined; therefore, 

t he cotton mi lls of Japan bought a g reat quantity of 

cotton from China. Thus, the e xport value of this 

commodity rose from 12 million t ael s i n 1914 to 37. 8 

million in 1918. In 1920 there was a marked decline 

8 

in the cotton exports, due chiefl y to the world busi

n ess depression which influenced the cotton consumption 

in J apan. The increase in 1924 was due to the demand 

of better-grade cotton from Japan , whi ch cau sed t he 

trade to i ncrea se to 40 mi ll ion t aels--the highest 



49 

record ever known . 0vling to adverse climatic condi tions 

in the cotton- growing regions, the trade showed a 

slight decline the next year ( See Fi gure 4). 

The most important districts for the growing of 

cotton are Ki angsu , Chi hli, Hupeh , Shantung , Honan, 

Shensi , and Chekiang Provinces . Hankow , Tientsi n, 

Shansi , and Shanghai became t he main export port s, 

More than three-fourths of China's cotton export was 

taken by J apan , where no cotton is grown . The Uni t ed 

states was the s e cond consumer of China ' s raw cotton, 

us i ng it for her b l anket manufacturing industry, 

Germany and Great Britain took a very small share of 

this trade ( See Figure 16 ). In 1925 about 76 per cent 

of the raw cotton was i mported by Japan, 11 per cent 

by the Unit ed States , 3 per cent by Gennany , and onl y 

1 per cent to Great Britain. 

I n 1901 the value of the exports of raw cotton in 

the ent i re export trade was 2, 7 per cent ; i n 1904 i t 

reached 10,3 per cent, and by 1925 i t had dropped t o 

3 . 8 per cent ( See F i gure 7), The gen eral t endency of 

its share i n the export trade was increased, due to 

the great demand from J apan and t h e i ncrease in the 

cul tivation of cotton in Ch ina. The i mprovement of 

communica tion from t he i nterior to the ports also 



he l ped the export of this commod ity. 

It may be noted that recently the Government en

couraged t he peopl e to buy American cotton seeds for 

cultivation, be cause the fiber of t he American cot ton 

is l onger, finer, and whiter than t he nativ e Chinese 

cotton . This has helped increase t he export trade 

of t h i s product i n recent years . 

Hi des, Skins, and Furs 

China's exports of hides , skins , and furs has 

i n c reased i n i mportance within the period. There wa s 

an insigni fi c ant shi pment of these articl es i n 1901, 

which was valued at 8 million taels or 5 per c ent of 

the tota l trade. Owing to transportat ion faci lities 

and the i n creasing demand from the West, the va lue of 

the export trade rose to 23 mil l i on taels in 1913 or 

5. 8 per cent of the tota l export trade. Moreover, 

this g rowth was partly due to t he e f f e ct of the Ameri

can Tari£' f Act of 1909 , which al lowed all h ides and 

skins to be fre e from i mport dut y ; t h u s , a great 

quantity has been shipped t o the United States s i n ce 

t hat year . During the Great War and post-war peri od, 

the Eu ropean product i on of hides , skins, and furs de-
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clined seri ous l y. Thus , Chinese products t ook their 

place in the market. By 1917 the export val ue of these 



products reached 28 million taels, or 6.1 per cent of 

the total export trude. The depre3sion of world econ

omic conditions in 1921 ma de tra de l ess proi'itable, 

but a s soon as the world bus i ness recovered, the trade 

increased and by 1925 it was valued at 30 million 

S1 

taels, or 3.8 per cent of t he total exports (See Figures 

4 and 7). 

Hides, skins, and furs are mostly produced in 

north China, especially in Manchuria , Mongolia , and 

Tibet. Furs of fox, marmot, raccoon, sable, and 

weasel; skins of goats, sheep, calves, and colts; and 

hides of cows, buffaloes, horses, donkeys, and mules-

a ll are i mportant exports which come under this heading. 

Tientsin, Hankow, Harbin, and Nanking are the most i m

portant ports for this trade . 

Of China's exports of hides, skins, and furs, the 

united States toolc more than one-fourth of them, in 

spite of the fact that she herself produced a great 

quantity of them, but could not suppl y her own leather 

factories, or her furriers. Great Bri t ain and Japan 

wer e other i mportant buyers . By the year 1925 the 

United States took 40 per cent of China's exports of 

these products, Great Britain, 19 per cent, and Japan , 

16 per cent ( See Figure 17}. The cheapness of these 



goods has helped Chir-a to compete with the products 

f rom other parts of the world. 

Cereals 
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The e xportat i on of c ereals was prohibite d before 

t he year 1908 . During t h at year China made an agree

ment with Japan, permi tting the cereal s which were 

produced in Manchuri a to be sh i pped abroad . Afterwards, 

t h is agreement was used widely in Ch i na ; thus, the ex

ports of cereal s grew rapidly. But, r ice is still pro

hibited for t he purpose of export. I n t he year 1910 

the export of cereals was val ued a t 5 mil l ion Hai kwan 

t aels, or 1. 4 per cent o f the total trade, and by 1913 

t hey were valued at 9 million t ae ls. The climatic 

disaster in t he producing reg ions made its expor t 

trade in cereals decrease for a few years . By 1 918 

the e xport of cereals rea ched a value of 7 mill ion 

t aels, and in the next two years the e xports i ncreased 

rapidly to a value of 35 million taels, or 5.5 per cent 

of t he total export trade in 1920. This r apid growth 

was due to the partial failure in the growth of cerea l s 

i n J a p a n a nd Siberia and to the great d emand from 

Europe . Wh en the a bove condition was remov e d the 

value of exports of cereals a gain showed a slight de

cline, and by 1925 they were valued at 21.8 million 



tael s (See Figures 4-and 7) . 

The cereal s under thi s headi ng i ncl ude barl ey, 

corn, mil let, oats , kaoliang, and wheat . These k i nds 

of cereals are mostly produced in north China, t hose 

produced. in Manchur i a bei ng of greatest commercial 

va l ue. The fertile virgin soil , aided by suit able 

climate, produced a great quant ity of wheat , kaoliang, 

and mil l e t . Unlike ot her pl aces , the sparse popul ation 

i s no t abl e to consume a l l the produc t s ; t herefore , 

there i s a great surpl us for exportation. 

Antung, which has railway connecting with Kor ea, 

a l so has the privel ege of the reduction of one-th i rd 

of the export duty, making i t the chi ef export port 

for c ereal s . Dairen and Newchwang , s ituat ed i n the 

southern part of Manchuria , take less i mportant places 

i n t he exportat i on of these products . Harb i n is the 

chi ef outle t in the n orth for the export s of t hese 

commodities t o Russ ia . 

Korea i s t he chi ef i mport er of China ' s cereals , 

owi ng t o the bridge connect i on of i ts ra i lway wi th 

Antung. But , most of her import s are t ransshipped t o 

Japan , because of her vast popul otion . Russi a i s 

another consumer , but in a far less degree than Japan. 

The direct exports of these products to Japan are very 



little. I n the year 1925 , 86 per cent of the e xports 

per cen o Russ i a, and of cereals went to Korea, 8 t t 

onl y 3 per c ent direct l y to Japan ( See Figure 18). 

coal -
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Coal is a new commodity i n the export trade during 

this peri od. It entered the list of export s in 1903 

with an export value of 492 thousand Hai kwan t ae l s. 

By t he year 1909 the value reached 1 million t aels, or 

0.3 per cent of t he total export trade . Afterwards, 

the t r ade increased because of the opening-up of coal 

mi n e s by new met hods and t he i ncrease in t h e output 

year after year made the e xports r i se rapidly . By 

1914 the y were val ued at 8 million t aels, and by 1925 

the export s of these products had reached a value of 

20 mi ll ion tae ls, or 2 . 5 per cent of t he total exports 

( see Fi gures 4 and 7). 

coal i s wi de l y distributed i n China, being found 

i n almost every provi nce in the country . The well

known producing centers are Fengtien, Chi h li, Shantung, 

Shan s i, and Honan prov inces. Among the s·e districts 

the most important mine s which ch iefly supply the ex

port trade are Kailon Mi ne in northeast e rn Chihli; 

Fushun Mine in southern Fengtien; Fangtze, Tzuchuan, 

and chunghseng i n Shantung ( See Figure _19). 



The pr i nc i pal ports of distri bution fo r coal are 

Da iren , Ch i nwangtao, Kiaochow, Antung, and Tientsi n . 

Through Dairen and Ki ao chow, the Fushun and Shantung 

coals are exported to Japan . The Fengtien coal goes 
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to Korea through Ant ung . Through Chi nwangtao the 

Kai l on coal is chi efl y shipped abroad. Honan coal and 

Shansi coal are distribut ed from Ti entsin. 

Japan is the ch i ef buyer of Chine se coal, owi ng to 

the lack of suf ficient coal i n her own l and . Korea , 

Hongkong , and t he Philippi nes ar e t he other consume rs 

of Chine se export s of coal, but to a far less degree 

than Japan . In 1925 about 61 per cent of Ch i nese coal 

t hat was export ed went to Japan , 17 per cent t o Korea , 

6 per cent to Hongkong, and 6 per cent to the Phili-

ppines ( See Fi gure 19). 



Chapter 1,Y 

Devel opment of Leading Expor t Ports 

A port is the gateway through which both export 

and import commodities pass . The variety and vol ume 

of its export s are dependent on the productivity and 

resources of t he h interland. A good port must have a 

large product i ve h i nterl and and a well - equipped con

nection with inner and outer di st ricts. The opening 

up of new ports encourages and accel erates producti on 

and exports , both in quantit 1 and i n variety . On t he 

other hand, the prosperity or fal ling-off of a port 

is dependent, to a great degree, on the product i on of 

the hinterland of a country and on the outside demand 

for the commodities produced . For i nstance , i n former 

times, Chinese tea was sent to fo rei gn countries from 

Foochow . As there has been a decline in the demand 

for Chinese tea , Foochow i s no l onger as important a 

port as it was in previ ous years . 

Although there are f i fty ports open to foreign 

trade, most of the exports are concentrated i n a few 



l eading port s , such a s Shangha i, Dairen , Tientsin , 

Canto n , Harb i n , Ant ung , Ki aochow , H ankow, Mengtsz, 

I n Kow l oon , Swatow , Foochow, Ch ifoo, and Nev1Chwang . 

1925 , t he y hel d 95 . 5 per cent of t he t ot al va lue of 

export s , t he remaining 4 . 5 per cen t b eing di stri but ed 

among t he othe r ports . Onl y t he f our t een i mport ant 

port s mentioned abov e will be consi der ed i n t h i s paper . 

Bef ore we approach the s tudy of each of t he l ead

i ng por t s , the r e a r e certa i n out s t anding fa ctor s which 

ough t to b e cons i dered. The stati s tics whi ch were 

publi shed by t he Chi nese Marit i me customs ar e not 

comp l e t e d . Fi rst , the y include t he coast wi se t rade 

toget he r with t he t rade wh ich i s to go abr oad. Second, 

on l y t h e ori g i nal expor t f i gures of each por t ar e 

given , no mention bei ng made of t he r e- export s . The 

arr ows which i ndicate the e xport t rade of each port 

on t he a ccompanyi ng maps show the ori g i na l expor t 

v alues , i n cl uding coast wise tra de . The value of the 

r e - export s cannot b e def i ni t e l y de t e,:,ni ned f r om the 

da t a availabl e , but the f i gures u sed give one a good 

idea of t he val ue of each port in the e xport trade of 

Ch ina . At the s ame time, numer ou s l ocal factors i n-

f l uencing t he t r ade of t he var iou s por t s hav e t o b e 

t reat ed i n a rat her general way , becau se of t he 



limited size of this study. 

Shanghai 

In order of importance the port of Shanghai 

should be treated first. It is s ituated at 310 14 ' 

N. latitude and at 121° 29 1 E . l ongitude, on the banks 

of the fiwangpu, a tributary of the Yangtze Kiang, en

tering the gr eater stre am at Woosung. It is about 75 

sea miles from the deep open sea, but about 12 mi l es 

above the junction of the Huangpu with the Yangtze 

Kiang . Steamers up to 24 feet draft can pass through 

the entire harbor at extreme low water , but vessels of 

32 fee t draft can just do so at h i gh water. The har-

bor can accomodate 22 man-of - war and 156 trading ves-

sels at the same time. - The climate i s mi ld in winter; 

so t he h arbor is open all the year round. Although 

dense fogs a re frequent and t yphoons occur on rare 

occasions, the re is no interruption of navigat i on. 

rt is the main center from which trading routes of 

China to the world radiate. There are great steamer 

lines connecting Shanghai with Europe, America, Japan, 

and Aus tralia, and nearly every day ocean-going ves-

sels arrive and depart. Shanghai is equipped with all 

the necessary harbor facilities to aid outgoing and 

incoming traffic. 
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As a rai l way center Shanghai is important . The 

Shanghai - Nanking Rail way which already links up at 

Nanking with the Tientsin- Pukow Railway , which is im

portant as an outlet of the navigable Yangtze Ki ang, 
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and then to Peking , i s an i mportant line of communi

cation. In the south t he Shanghai -Hangchow Rai l way 

line, which links with the northern part of Chekiang 

Province, i s not of as great i mportance as the northern 

line. 
The h interland of Shanghai includes a vast area, 

including the entire· area nort h of Fukien, south of 

Shantung , and the territory of the Yangtze Valley, rich 

in mineral, agricultural, and livestock resources . 

Therefore, Shanghai can hol d the outstanding p0s ition 

for the export trade runong all other ports. 

The chief commodities which are exported from 

Shanghai a r e raw silk, si l k piece go~ds, raw cotton, 

skins, hides, furs, eggs and egg by-products, vegetable 

oils of all kinds , and cereal s . Besides these, tea, 

beans and bean by-products, tobacco, indigo , and sheep 

woo l are al l important re-export articles. 

The general trend of the export trade of Shanghai 

shows a constantly rising tendency during the first 

quarter of the twentieth century. It increased from 
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80 mi l lion Hai :cwan tae l s in 1901 to 130 million taels 

in 1904 , 213 million i n 1916 , and 306 million i n 192 5. 

The trade increased 226 million taels withi n the twent y-

five years or almost four - fo l d . 

During this per i od of prosperity , several periods 

of decl i ne are a lso noted , one i n the year 1925 due 

occurre n hanghai , causing con-to a f l ood whi_ch d i S 

siderable damage to goods. Furthermore , i n May of 

that year, the unjust treatment of Chinese immigration 

to the united states caused an import ant boycott move-

ment . Dur i ng the few months which fol lowed, the move-

ment had spread towards many foreign countries and 

had taken on the appearance of an anti-foreign agi-

tation. This greatly hampered the exports. So, the 

export trade dropped from 130 million Hai kwan taels 

in 1904 to 107 million i n 1905 or over 18 per cent 

compared wit h the preceding year . 

Another decline c rone in the year 1911 due to the 

revolutionary movement i n China, The third crune at 

the outbrealc of the world War in the year 1914 because 

all the nations of the world were affect ed by the new 

condi tions . The fourt h occurred in 1917 because of 

the inf l uence of civil war along the Yangtze Va lley . 

The 1ast drop was in 1920 due to the depression of 



the v1orld ' s busi ness . After that , the trade showed a 

rapidly rising tendency and reached its highest point 

at the close of the per iod, 1925 ( See Fi gure 20). 

Shangha i held the l eading position throughout 

the whol e period , a lthough there were some years of 

slight decline. The fal l in comparative importance 

was due to competition with other ports , such as Dairen, 

Harbin, and Antung to foreign trade and the increasing 

importarice of canton, Tientsin, Hankow , Ki aochow--all 

of which affected i ts condition. In 1901 Shanghai 

held 47.7 per cent of the total export trade, and by 

1 920 the value of exports in the total trade rea ched 

56.8 per cent--more than hal f of China ' s exports pass

ing through this one port. After that, a drop in the 

percentage of exports is noted--39,4 per cent of t he 

whole exports in 1925 ( See Fi gure 21 )• 

Dairen 

na i ren, the second port to be di scussed , is 
0 

situated a t 38° 53 1 N, l atitude and 121 40
1 

E, Longi-

tude, on the south coast of the Li aotung Peninsula. 

rt has, i n a remarkably short ti.me, grown t o be an 

important port and trade center in the Far East . This 

rapid growth is due to t he location as the gateway to 

southern Manchuria, which makes it an accessible 



harbor to deep ocean-going vessels at any time. The 

excellent harbor works , due to the Japanese i mprove -

ments , have given it gr eat facilities for handl ing 

goods. It i s a lso the t erminus of t he South Manchuria 

• rans -Siberian line. Railway which connects with the T 

Dairen, also, has a hinterl and of abundant vegetable, 

mineral , and ani mal wealth . The most abundant agri

cultural products are beans and bean by-products, 

cereals, and timber, which are largely exported. Of 

the anDnal products, t he wild silk industry. ha s in-

creased each year . Skins and hides and furs are a lso 

important . Of t he mine r a l resources of its hinter-
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l and, coal, iron, gold, silver, copper, and l ead are 

present in profitable quanU ties. However, coal is the 

chief foreign export articl e in this group. 

The value of the total export trade from Dairen 

in 1907 was 2 million Haikwan taels. Three years 

l ater, it reached 22 mi llion t aels, and by 1925 it 

had mounted to 129 million t aels . These i ncreases 

were due to the opening-up of Manchuri a to cultivation 

and trade with the outside world; therefore, t he ex

port trade of pairen, a new port which had only o.B per 

cent of the total exports in 190?, rose to second 

position a!llong the l eading export ports in the year 
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- - s Pace up t o the 1917, and ho.s continued to hol d t h i 1 

present time . 

16.6 per cent 

20 and 21 ). 

Duri ng the year 1925, Dairen obtained 

of the total export trade ( See Figures 

Tients i n 

Tientsin, a port l ocated at 39° 7
1 

N. l at itude 

and 117° 7 1 E . longitude, is s i tua t ed at the northern 

terminus of Yftn Ho or t he Grand Canal at its junction 

with t he Pe i Ho , le8.ding north to Peking , and the Hai 

Ho , which f l ows into t he Gulf of Pechil i and offers a 

channel for sea-going steamers . It i s about 35 mile s 

from the sea and entrance to this port is through Hai 

Ho , -which has a bar beyond it s mouth, called Taku Bar, 

whi ch h inders the free passage of t he l a r ge sea- going 

vessels. At ordinary h igh water, unaffected by wi nds, 

steamers drawing up to 17 feet can cross the Taku Bar 

and rea ch Tient s i n , but the l arger vessels anchor 

outside the TakU Bar and discharge cargo from lighters. 

I n winter, from December t o March, the channel is 

frozen and ice breakers are kept at work whenever 

possible . 
Tientsin has rail way communication with the 

southern prov inces by the Tientsin-Pulrnv, Railway, and 

with Hankow by the Peking-HanlrnW Railway • With the 



north it connects with t he Peking Iiiukden Ra ilway which 

joins the south Manchurian R 

Si b erian Line. 

ailway and also the Trr c:.1ns -

Besides its communication fac ili t i es , Ti ent s i n 

has 
a vast h i nterland v1hich i ncludes t he met ropol itan 

province of Chihli and also the larger part of Shansi, 

and considerable portions of Shensi, Honan , Kansu, 

Shantung , and I,longolia. Thus , i t export s a great 

quantity of raw cotton , skins , h i des , furs , coal, eggs 

and e gg by- product s , and beans and bean by- products. 

The value of the total export trade of thi s port 

i ncreased fr= 2 milli on Haikwan t ael s i n 1901 to 62 

mill ion in 1925, ris i ng about 3 1, 5 f old during the 

t wenty- f i ve years , The t r ade shows steady r i se except 

i n the years 1917 , 1920 , and 1924, In t he year 1917 

a severe f l ood i n northern China , whi ch caused damage 

t o the products , hamper ed the transportati on and cur

t ailed trade , I n 1920 the depr essi on of the worl d ' s 

busi ness infl uenced its exports , and i n 1924 civil war 

occurred in it s v i cini ty ( See Figure 20), At the be

ginning of the t went i eth cent urY Tientsin hel d 1,2 per 

cent of the total export trade , ranking eleventh among 

the ports, but in 1915 Tient sin rose to fifth position, 

and in 1 925 it became the third port of J.rnportance, 
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enjoying 8 per cent of the total exports ( See Figure 

21). 

canton 

por in southern China is Canton, The greate st t • 

which is situated on the north bank, 80 miles above 

the entrance of the Chu Kiang or Pear l River , in 

l at i tude 23° 12 1 N. and l ongi tude 113° 16
1 

E. The 

harbor can b e reached by vessels drawing less t han 13 

feet of water every day of the year . Because of its 

subtrop ical climate, the harbor is open al l the year 

round . Typhoons occur occasionally at the end of the 

sununer season and bri ng great danger to navigation. 

cant on has railway connect i ons bet ween Kowl oon and 

Hongkong . The h interl and of this port includes t he 

Chu Ki ang basi n which comprises t he whole r egi on of 

Kwangtung , Kwang si, Yunnan, Kweichow, and a consider-

abl e part of Hunan and Ki a ngs i Province s , rich i n 

natural resources, especially agricultural products. 

The chief exports from thi s port are raw silk, silk 

piec e goods, mat ting , t ea , sugar , medicine, fruits, 

and firecrackers . 
The port of canton was t he original center of the 

revolutionary movement of China . During the l ast 

twenty-five years the condition there has been ·ab-
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normal . War and revolution have conti nued year after 

year ; ther efore, the trade of th i s port fluc t uate s 

greatly . In the ye ar 1901 t he export val ue of thi s 

port was 21 million Haikwan t a.els and by 1 90 3 i t had 

reached 44 million. Duri ng the three year s which fo l 

l owed, there wa s a p eriod of decline , but by 1907 t he 

trade had recove red, t he value rising to 51 million 

tae ls. Afterwards, f l uctuat i ons occur red year aft er 

year unt i l 1923 , when the value of the exports reached 

the i r highest record of 90 million t ael s , ho l di ng 11. 9 

per cent of the total export trade , and ranki ng thi rd 

in i mportanc e . During the year 1925 t he value of the 

trade dropped to 49 mil l ion taels , due to t he Shanghai 

i nc i dents of t he 30th of May , t he starting of the 

stri ke and boycott movements agai nst British and 

Japanese all over Chi na . The trade bet ween Canton and 

Hongkong stopped enti rel y throughout the remaini ng 

mont hs of t hat year , Thi s port f rom 1901 t o 1916 was 

the second port of Chi na ' s export trade, but after

wards i t was =passed by Dairen , bti l 1924 i t hel d 

10 .7 per cent of the total export s . The next year i t 

dropped to fourt h rank , just enjoyi ng 6 . 4 per cent of 

the total export t rade ( See Figures 20 and 21). 

plans have been made for developing a l arge deep 



1e Pearl River vihere sea-harbor near the mouth of tl 

uc a harbor on Chi nese goinB ve ssels may enter . s h 

qui e unnecessary the British terr it ory would make · t 

harbor of Hongkong . 

Harbin 

The custom district of Harbin is si tuated in the 

Kiri n Prov ince , i n latitude 45° 45
1 

N. and 126° 39 ' 

E. longitude, on the right bank of t he sung Hua Kiang 

or sungari Ri ver, which is frozen over fo r nearly half 

the year. From April to October it is navigable for 

river steamers. The por t owes it s foundat ion entirel y 

to the Chinese Eastern Railway which connects Vl adi-

vostok with Europe and i s connected with the South 

Manchuri a Rai l way which in turn forms a junction at 

Mukden with t he Peking - Mukden Railway . 

The soil of the surrounding country and all along 

the s ungari Ri ver i s nearly all virgin soil of a high 

degree of f ertility . Here, abundant crops are pro• 

duced, the chief ones being wheat , barley, oats, peas, 

sorghum, millet, corn, tobacco, indigo , flax, sesamen, 

d h L 1
· ve stock of a ll lcinds are also abundant • 

an emp . 
The chief export s are cereals, beans and bean by• 

products, vegetable oils , eggs , tea, skins, hides, 

and furs. 
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The maritime customs of Harbi n was opened i n the 

year 1 907, o year the export val ue of The follow i nn· 

, b. J.nl.ng t h i s di st r ict was 9 million Hai l{wan tael s obt·' . • 

3.4 per cent of the total export t rade, By 1911 it 

rea ched 26 mill ion , obtai ni ng 7 per cent of the trade. 

This rapid gr owth, duet th 0 
e preferenti al duty agree-

ment betv✓ een Ch i na and Rus sia , reduced the customs 

duti e s on goods which were i mported t o or exported 

f r om China over the &anchurian front i er to one -thir d 

t he former f i gure . 
I n the year 19 18 a serious decl ine occurred i n 

t he trade, due to the r evol utionary condi t i ons in 

Russia and Si beri a . China ' s export of tea to Russi • 

was cut off, and Siberi a was kept in a s t ate of unrest 

until 1921. I n 1925 , Harbi n held 5.4 per cent of t he 

total e xports , ranki ng fifth i n illlportance ( see Fi gures 

20 and 21) . 
The e xport trade of Harbin mainly depends upon 

Russi•• When t h e value of Chi na ' s exports to RUssia 

rises, the export value of Harbi n a1so r i ses , and 

vice v ersa. For exsmple , during the years 1911 and 

1916, the Cb i nese export s to RUssi• showed an increase 

and the export va lue of Harbin sbowed the same tenden

cy. During the years 1918 and 1920 , when t he value of 



the exports to Russia 

t endency was noted in 

declined, t he same declining 

Harbi n (See Fi gures 20 and 24 ). 

Antung 

The port of Antung , situated i n l a titude 40° 7' 

and l ongi tude 124 23 1 E . , on t he Manchurian Bank N. o 

of the Yal u Ki ang, sep erat es Manchur i a f r om Korea , 25 

miles from the sea. 
coas t wi se steamers conne ct Antung 

with Chifoo and Dairen . The Ant ung- Mukden Railway 

joi ns the Korean Rai lway at this point, and the l atter 

ra i lway connects with Ant ung by a bri dge across the 

Yalu Kiang , which extends to the Korean port. 

Ant=B is depen~nt upon ¼e fertile h i nterl an~ 

of south Manchur i a f or it s product s , which consi st of 

an abundance of wild s i lk, beans , and cer eal s . The 

mountai ns suppl y i t wi th great quant i t i es of t i mber . 

Antung was opened to i nternati onal trade i n 1903 

and t he customs station was established i n 1907. At 

f i rst t he t rade of thi s port showed littl e progress , 

f or i n the year 1907 the export val ue was onl Y 0 ,6 

million t a el s. When the Mukden- AntUDB Ra n way di scon-

tinued using the narrow gauge and began usi ng t he 

standard gauge, and also , when the Yalu Bri dge was 

opened in 1911, a cheaper and short er route from 

Manchuri a to Japan was made possible, The reduction 



of one - th ird of t he i mport and export dut i es over t he 

Kor ean front i er wa s put i nto f orce on June 2 , 191 3 , 

and a grea t increase i n t he amount of export s f r om 

Manchur i a whi ch passed t hrough t h i s port r e sulted. 

Furthermore , s ome of t he goods wh i ch vrnre exported 

t h rough Newchv1ang and Dai r en f r om nort h Chi na now pas s 

t hrough t h i s port i n order t o save cust oms duties. 

Th e v a l u e of e xport s inc r eased to 35 million t ael s i n 

the year 1 925 , obt a i n ing 4 . G per cent of the total 

export s ( See Fi gures eo and 21 ) . 

The ch i ef export commodi ties from here are beans 

and b ean b y- pr oduct s , wi l d silk , cereal s, coal, and 

t i mber o 
Ki aochow 

Ki aochow, an i mport ant por t i n the Province of 

Shant ung , i s situat ed at the en t rance of Kiaochow Bay, 

a t 35° 3
1 

N, l at itude and 120° 1B
1 

E, longitude , It 

possesses t hree harbors - -the great harbor, t he dock 

harbor , and the small harbor , The greet harbor i s a 

basi n for oce an- goi ng vessel s , whi ch come and go 

t h roughout t h e year , Sout h of t h is i s t he small har

bor wh ich rece ives coa sting st eamers and junk s , All 

are encl osed by breaJcwat er s and well-equipped for 

handling goods, The climat e i s t emper at e , so the 

7 
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h arbor nev e r fre e zes over . 

In addition to the harbor f ac ilities, the Kiaochow 

i with Tsinan, the capita l of Tsinan Railway connects •t 

Shantung . From t h e r e it joins t he Tientsin-Pulcow 

Railway . Thus, t he e conomic resources are not limi ted 

by the Provin ce of Shant ung , but i ncl ude the Provinces 

of Kiang su, An.hwe i, Honan , and Chihli. 

The s oil is very fertile ne ar t he bay, producing 

wheat, barley, beans, corn, mil l et, and other grains. 

The s ilk and ponge e industry i s carri ed on extensivel y 

i n i ts h interland . coalfiel ds are found along the 

railway at Fangtze , Hung shan , Poshan, Tawenkow, , 

I chow, and Yi hsien . The ch i e f exports from here are 

raw " wild" sill< , pongee , raw cotton, beans and bean 

by-products, coal, peanuts, straw br aid, eggs , skins, 

hides , and furs. 
Th• port of Ki aochoW has been open for inter

nati onal t r ade s i nce 1898, but trade was very 11111ited 

until 1904 when the new h a rbor equipped with all up

to-date faciliti e s was opened , The Kiaochow-Tsinan 

Ra ilway was a l so opened during that year , After that 

year, its exports i ncrea sed r ap idlY• For instance, 

in 1903 the export s were valued at o . 2 million t aels, 

just holding o.1 pe r cent of the total trade , but in 
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1906 the export value had increased to 3 million tael s, 

and by 1925 it had reached 29 million t aels or 4.2 per 

cent of t he total e xport trade. 
It may wel l be noted 

that t hese increases wer e due to the improvements i n 

transportation and harbor facilities made by t he Ger 

mans since t he opening of the port in 1898. 
one 

There have a l so been some years of decline, 

being in the year 1907. "A decrease of 2 million t aels 

is shown, which is a ccounted for by the fact that, 

commencing from t hat year , t he junk trade value (about 

5 million taels annually} are recorded separately and 

are no longer i ncluded in the comparative tabl e , "
3 

Another decline occurred in 1914, due to the Japanese 

declaring war a gainst the Germans in this district, 

A t h ird one followed in 1920, owi ng to the depr ession 

of t he world's t rade , At t he end of the fir•st quar

ter of t he t wentieth centurY, Kiaochow· r anlted seventh 

among the export ports ( See Figures 22 and 23 ) , 

HankOW 

The 

port of Henkow, located at 30° 40
1 

N, 1ati-

114° 16' E , 1ong1tude , is situated on the 
tude and 
confluence of the great Yangt ze Kiang and Han Rlver, 

bet ween the sea and tlle r ich province of 
on t he midWBY _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ 

- - - - - - -
3 

pecenni a l Reports , 1902-1911, page 242 , 
Northern and Yangtze port s . -----------------· 

Vol. I. 



Ocean-going vessels of 

th

. deep draft can reach 
Szechwan. 

uring t he sunnner and 1s port d 
in the wi nter; onl y 

rive r st eamers can reach Hankow all the year "" round. 

I t i s al s o the t erminus 
of the Peking-Hankow Ra ilway . 

Szechwan, Kwe ichow, Hunan, 
All the raw products of 

Southern Honan, Shensi, 

Kiangsi are brought to 

Kansu, Hupeh , and Western 

countries. 

Hankow for export to foreign 

Tea is t h e chi ef export commodity, being 

fo l lowed by raw silk, silk piece goods , raw cotton, 

vegetable and wood oils, beans and bean by- products, 

eggs and egg product s , cereals , h i des , skins, furs, 

sesamen seed, pig i ron, and bristles . 

In the year 1901 the e:,ports from Hankow were 

only 3 million tael s , and from 1904 when the peking

Hankow Railway wa s compl etel Y opened to public traf

fic, t he experts increased rapidlY• I n the year 1909 

t hey rea~ed 17 mi ll ion, and bY 1911 theY had i n

c reased to 19 million t ael S• After that year a con

stant decline was shown, owing t o the revo l utionary 

mov ements i n i ts h interland and the st ate of unre st 

i n Russ;.,,. and Siberia• I n 1924 HankOW 
I

s exports be-

gan to rise again and bY 1925 sh• obtained 3 . 8 per 

cent of t h• total export trade, ranki ng next to 

KiaochoW (see Figures 22 and 23 )• 



Althou~h Ha k • o n .ow i s s1. tuated i most n central China 

of the good ' s are not exported directly f rom H 

kow to fore i gn countrie s , but are first sent to an-

Shan h • t g ai o be re- exported from there . At present, 

t he Yangtze Kiang c ommi ssion 
is considering the deep

Kiang i n order 
ening of t he channel of the Yangtze 

t hat l arge ocean- go i ng 
vessels can reach Hankow direct 

at any time of t he year. Thus, it may, in the future, 

become a very i mportant port in central China. 

M_engtsz 

Mengtsz is t he most Dnportant fronti er port for 

the Province of Yunnan . It i s located at 23° 20' N. 

l atitude and 103° 28 1 E. l ongitude , and is situated 

on a plateau 3,500 feet above sea-level, surrounded 

by mounta i ns rising from 7,000 to 8,000 feet above 

the sea . It i s an J.mportant out l e t for t he mineral 

r esource s of Yunnan, which consi st of tin, antJ.monY, 

zinc, coal , iron, copper, gol d, silver , and pl atinum 

in it s mounta i nou s region•• But, the difficulty in 

communication has 1ong hrunpered the trade . In 1910 

when the yunnan RailwaY was opened to regular traff ic, 

i t s export s began t o ri s e• puri ng the oreat war t in, 

zinc, and antimonY were expor ted to European markets 

in great amounts, and thus, tne export values througll-



out the war t i me increased. After 1920 , the exports 

showed a slight decline due t o the decreasing demand 

of Europe for tin and anti mony. Besides the minerals 

other products consist f ' o rav, silk, Puerh tea , hi des, 

feathers, and tobacco. White wax and beans are the 

minor exported articles . T 
he exports of this port 

million taels 
grev1 from 3 million Hai kwan taels to 13 

wi t h i n the twenty-five year period, and in 1925 Mengtsz 

enjoyed l,? per cent of the total exports, ranking 

ninth in i mportance ( See Fi gures 22 and 23 )• 

Kowl oon 

The port of Kowloon, l ocated at 22° 20' N. l ati

tude and 114° 12 1 E, l ongitude, is situated on the 

mainland opposite to HongkOng, It i s a supplementary 

port for canton, and controls the junk traffi c from 

the ma inland to Hongkong, In the year 1901 when the 

export trade was mostly carried on by junks , this 

port enjoyed 13,5 per cent of the tot al export trade , 

In t h is year it ranked second to Shanghai , Afterwards, 

when t11e harbor of canton was i mproved, the large 

ocean-going vessels crune to canton direct and the 

junk trade from Kowl oon decreased, BY the year 1914 

the exports dropped to 10 million tael s, Kowloon en

joying onlY 3 per cent of the total exports, Although 



t he exports rose again, they never reached the h i gh 

In t he year 1925, Kowloon 

i 

ranked t enth 

n i mport ance, bt o aining 1.5 per cent f 0 the total 
value of 19010 

~xport trade (See Fi gures 22 and 23). 

s vrntow, located at 230 21' N. 
l atitude and 116° 

swatow 

Han 

40 1 E 1 
• ongitude, is situated at the mouth of the 

Kiang in Kwangtung province. 
The climate is sub

tropical and typhoons occur occasi onallY between the 

latter part of August and the beginning of october, 

Swatow is the port of departure of 1arge numbers 

of emigrants, about 100,000 l eaving annually, for 

plantations and workshops in the Straits Settlements 

and the East I ndies. 
On the l and side the swatow-chaochOW Railway con

nects t he port with the inland, TM hinterl and of 

Swatow is limited by 10w barren mountain• • Thus, it 

cons ists onlY of the southern part of Fukien, western 

part of Kiangsi, and eastern portion of Kwangtung, 

The soil of th• deltas of Han is somewhat light and 

most industriouslY tilled bY the peasants, The chief 

exports from it are sugar, peanuts, indigo, tobacco, 

jute, feathers, hide s , grass cloth, wolfram ore, and 

firecrackers, owing to its limited hint erland the 



export trade of Swat ow i 
ncreases very slowly. In the 

taels or 3.1 per 
year 1901 it was 5 million Haikwan 

cent of t he total export trade. 
BY the year 1925 the 

value of exp t h d 
ors a reached 10 million tael s --1. 4 

Figures 22 and 23 ). 
per c ent of the total exports ( See 

Foochow 

The port of Foochow lie s on the north bank of 

Mi n Kiang, 34 miles from the sea, in latitude 26° 7• 

N. and l ongitude 119° 20' E., about midway between 

Hongkong and Shanghai• Owing to the shallovmes s of 

the Min, steamers anchor at the Pagoda Anchorage, nine 

and one-half miles beloW the citY, passengers for 

FoochoW being transferred by launches, and freight by 

light ers . On the 1and side neither roads nor railways 

exist and goods are transported bY coolie s• In addi

tion to t he transportation difficulties, the h inter

land 1s limited by mountain ranges• Shipments to 

foreign countri es consist al most entirely of tea, 

camphor, eggs, feathers, 1acquer wares, and mol ybdenum• 

The chief export from FoochOW iS tea, the increases 

or decl i nes of which influence the prosperity of the 

25 P

er cent as 00mpar ed with t he 

of t ea dropped about 

port. 

t he 

tota l export va1ue of FoochoW, 

year 1916; thus 



also, showed a serious decline ( See Fi gures 22 and 23). 

Chefoo 

Chefoo, in Shantung Province, at latitude 370 32' 

N. and long itude 1210 25' E 
., lies on the south coast 

of the Gulf of Chihli, facing 
Port Arthur, Dairen , 

and Newchwang . 
It possesses a spa cious harbor which 

does not freeze during the winter . However, it i,s 

strong northerly winds during the late 

the winter which hamper the navigation at 
exposed to 

autumn and 

that time . 
Its hinterland i s limited by hills 1ocated not 

far from the coast, by lack of r ich soi l s, and by 

meager mineral resources. Its roads are poor and 

there are no railway communications with the plain 

area, I n the year 1901 its exports were valued at 2 

mi 11 ion ta els, .or l • 4 per cent of t he tot al export 

trade, and by 1921 it had reached 14 million taels. 

Afterwards, the export trade showed a decline and by 

the year 1925 the value of exports was onlY 7 million 

t aels, or o.9 per cent of the total export trade (See 

Fi gures 22 and 23). The slow growth of this port in 

the export trade is mainlY limited bY its hinterland 

and by the competition of KiaochOVI, which takes the 

goods from the i nterior by means of its railwQs, a~ 



w ich take away it s trade from by Dairen and Antung h 

Uanchur i a . Th e chief commodit i es exported f rom Chefoo 

an pongee, straw braid are raw s ilk d 
, hairnets , beans , 

and peanuts. 
Newchwang 

an Dairen, the 
Before the deve l opment of Antung d 

harbor of Newchwang was the natural gateway for the 

products of Man churia, It is situat ed at 40° 58' N; 

latitude and 122° 36 ' E. 1ongi tude on the left bank 

of the Liao Ho about ten miles from the sea. The har

bor is ice-covered from November until the middle of 

March, During the open season ocean-goi ng vessels can 

reach the port, It a l so has railway communications 

V1ith Peking, Mukden, Dairen, Changchun, and port AI:thur , 

The chief products of J{ewchwang are agricultural--

beans and bean by-products, cereals, and skins and 

furs, Another export article i s coal from Fushun• 

I n th• year 1901 Newchwang enjoyed fourth posi-

t i on, having 7 million Haikwan taels of exports, or 

4,3 per cent of the total export trade, Afterwards, 

it s trade was hampered because of the two great com-

d D ire
n The former port is on the 

petitors, Antung an a • 
direct route between the most important productive area 

of Manchuria and the great centers of consumption of 
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raw materials in Japan. The latter, Dairen , has a 

monopoly of most of the Japanese sh i ps i n these waters , 

in addition to being an i ce-free port . So , Newchwang 

has shown a decline during recent years , in 1925 only 

0.5 per cent of t he total exports passing t hrough i ts 

harbor ( See Figures 22 and 23) . 



Chapter V 

countries to Vl/hich Chinese Products 
are Sent 

The countries which share t he exports of China 

suggest ano ther phase of t h is study. One of the dif

ficulties throughout t his study has been due to the 

fact that the customs s tatistics include 
Hongkong as 
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a foreign nat i on, like Japan and France . Hongkong is 

a free port and the customs office t here did not pub

lish actual statistics of its trade until very recent

l y , and even now it does not publish them in detail• 

Although we do not know the actual destination of all 

of China's export s , the actual shipments from the dif

ferent port s has been sufficient for this studY• 

Another difficulty has arisen because the customs 

statistics were not published separatelY with the ex

ception of Russia for t he various countr i e s of con

tinental Europe until the year 1905• Therefore, we 

do not have t he individual records to show th• share 

of al l the different countries i n th• Chinese export 

trade• 



Hongkong_ 

Though many nations shared the export trade of 

China during the period 1901 
to 1925, Hongkong was 

cen er of commerce for nearly 
the most outstanding t 

two-thirds of the period. In 1901 Ho g1 
n cong shared 71 

ina s exports and by 1924 
m' 11' i ion Haikwan t aels of ch· 

1 

the value had reached 173 mil lion t aels 1 
- - --near ya 2.5 

fold increase over the first year . But, the next 

year the value of the trade dropped to 114 million 

tael s, due to the boycott movement against Honglwng 

and Great Britain after th8 Shanghai i ncident which 

occurred on May 30 (See Figure 24)• Although, from 

the standpoint of value Hongkong has increaseiin im

portance among the other nati ons engaged in China's 

export trade, her relative share of the trade has de-

clined seriouslY• BY 1901 about 42 per cent of the 

Chinese exports were taken by Hongkong; in 1924 onl Y 

22.4 per cent, and in 1925 onlY 14.7 per cent ( See 

Figure 25)• This decl i ne of relative importance 

should be considered• Fi rst, Hongkong, being the dis-

tributing center of south China, was verY important 

when silk and tea or other southern products were 

dominant in the trade as , for example, during the 

first part of th• period• When commodities such as 

82 



beans , cot to n , cereals , vegetable oils 

f 

, and skins 

urs , and h ides gain • t he i r importance i n the t export 

rade, the northe rn and 
centra l ports become of great 

value· and Hongkong shows a decl i ne . 
Second, the im-

provement of old ports and 
the openi ng -up of new 

port s , vvhich enabl ed sh ippers to send their goods 

di rect to foreign nations , has resulted 
i n a decline, 

because l ess trade has pa ssed through the povt at 

Hongkong . Therefore, Hongkong dropped t o the t hi rd 

rank i n the l a st year of the period. 

Japan 

J apan's share in China's exports bas grown rapid-

83 

ly during this period, In 1901 her export s were 

valued at 16 million t ael s; bY 1924 they had j_ncreased 

i n va lue to 201 million tael s ; i n 1925, however, t hey 

dropped to 186 mi llion t ael s--thiS l ast decline bei ng 

due to the boycott movement agai nst Japan i n the latter 

half of tha t year , Trade 1ncreased more than 11,6 

folds during the twenty-five years (See Fi gure 24)• 

Japan's share in the export trade not onlY i ncreased 

in value , but al so in relat ive ;,nportance as compared 

with a ll t he impor t nat i ons of Chinese goods , In 1901 

Japan obtained g,9 per cent of t he total exoorts of 

China, i n 1918 t he figure reached 33 , 6 per cent , and 
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by 1925 her share had increased to 23 9 Fi gure • per cent (See 

25). The growth both i ' n val ue ad 
of Ja oan i n percent age , 

was due to 

Japan i s a nati on of 
... ese mportation of Chi nese goods 

her geographical conditions. 

small mountainous islands , 
l acking enough arable l and 

and natural resources 
' such as agricul tural , pastoral 

and mineral resources, with i n her o,m territory. On ' 
popul ation and a great 

the other hand, she has a vast 

number of manufacturi ng concerns, which demand a 

large quantity of i' oodstuff s and raw materi al s to 

support them. 
materials and foodstuffs . China is l ocated near her 

and has everyt hing wh ich Japan needs; therefore Japan 

becomes the chie f i mport er of Chinese goods • The 

opening-up of Manchuri a to foreign trade and the 

great amount of capital invested there bY the Japanese 

naturallY 1ead the people of Japan to bUY more Chinese 

goods. The great war not onlY stimulated Japanese 

industry but al so increased the export of Chinese raw 

materi a l s to Japan • The export of raw cotton, beans, 

seeds , h 1de s, sk 1ns, wool , co al and pig iron for her 

manufacture--$11 i ncreased greatlY• Besides these , 

the importation of foodstuffs , such as eggs and egg 

by-products and cereals for her workers, increased• 

She has long l ooked abroad for raw 



In the year 1 918 Japan took 163 mill' 
of' Cl . ion Hai kwa t 

- nnese exoort n ael s 
.c s, surpa ssing Hongkon 

became the lead' g , and she thus 
i ng i mporter of China' 1919 r s exports. By 

i na s export s wa s valued at Japans share of Ch ' , 
export 

t rade to Japan in 
195 million tae l s 

'or 30.9 per cent of the total 

t rade. Th e depression of th e export 

1920 was due to bus ines s 
stagnation in Japan ; thus, 

values to Japan dropped to 141 
million in 

the e xport 

that year. Aft 
erwards, the trade began to recover 

million 
and by 1924 t he v al ue of exports reached 201 

n o 1ina s total export trade. 
tae l s, or 26 per c e t f Cl , 

The United states I share in the export trade of 

China i n the year 1901 was va1Ued at 16 million 

Haikwan t ae l s or g.l per cent of the total trade. BY 

1925 it reached 143 million taels or i s.4 per cent of 

the total t rade• The rapid growth of the trade oc-

The United s t ates ---- -

curred during and aft er the European war. The out

breal< of the war cut off the mat erial• which were 

former l Y i mport ed bY t h e United stat es from European 

nations• Again, the demand of funer ican industries for 

raw materials t o supplY t he · war needs was so urgent , 

and the 
8

upplY of them became so scarce in the United 

s tates, that th• funer ic~ns were compelled to bUY many 
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kinds of materials from China which they had never 

bought befor e. 
Among the commodities , Dnported f rom 

Ch i na which have i ncrea sed in commer~i· al 
"" significance 

v✓ere r aw sill<, vegetable oils, hi des, skins, and furs, 

eggs and egg products , raw cotton, human hair and 
In addition to this greatly 

hairnets, wool and tea. 
increased demand, the .Amer ican Tariff Act of 1909 

greatly reduced or entirel y removed the American im• 

port duties on many kinds of raw materials and on 

several manufactured goods , thus st imulati ng the ex• 

pansion of American imports from China, Aft er this 

period of r apid expansi on there was a serious drOP in 

the year 1920 due to the business depre ssion in the 

United states, affected by t he post-war conditions of 

the world, After this a.rop , the trade began to slowly 

recover, but the i ncrease was not as rapid as it could 

have b een , because of the re-enacted high tariff walls 

of 1921-1922, which shut off a great amount of exports 

from China• In th• year 1925 the Uni ted states took 

40 per cent of China's hid••• skins, and f urs; 36 per 

cent of v egetabl• and wood oils ; 32 per cent of the 

Per C

ent of t h • eggs and egg products; 

11 
per cent of the raw cotton ; 

raw s ilk ; 20 

13 p e r c ent of t he tea; d She held the second 

and 3 per cent of the silk goo S • 

------------------------



position--next t o Japan--for her share f 
port trade ( Se e Figures o Chinese ex-24 and 25). 

France 

hina s goods The export of c , 
to France has been 

The value of the ex-
re c orde d s epar ately since 1905. 

port s of ---hat 
~ y ear wa s just 18 mill ion Hai kwan tael 

or 8 .2 p s 
export trade. By 

er cent of t he Chinese total 

0 
million t ael s or 10 per 

1913 t he v alue i ncrea sed t 40 

cent of t h e total trade• The Lyons silk weaving in-

d • u
3t

ry depends upon Chinese raw silk for its manu-

facturing. B i d ti 
es es h s, hides, skins, furs, straw 

braid , si lk goods, tea, and peanuts are all important 

export articles t o prance• The outbreak of the world 

War made the trade decline during the whol e period of 

f i ghting and the years just fol lowing 1t. I n 1922 

tra de began to 1ncrease ·and in that year the value of 

exports amounted to 40 million tael s , but the percen

tage of China 
1 

s export trade to prance had dropped to 

6.2 per cent of the total trade• In 1925, however, 

the trade sh owed an i ncrease and the exports amount ed 

to 66 million taels or s.5 per cent of t he total ex

port trade of China, taking 34 per cent of Chinese 

raw silk, 5 per cent each of skins, hides, and furs, 

or tea , and 
4 

p er cent of the silk goods ( see Figures 



24 an d 2 5 . 

Russia 

Russia, including Siberia 'took 9 mil lion 

taels of China's exports or 5.4 

Hai kwan 

per cent of the total 

By 1904 the value of 
export trade in the year 1901. 

exports dropped to 5 illi 
m on taels due to the Russo -

cur ai l ed her t rade with China. 
Japanese War wh ich t 

Afterwards, it increased to 65 
million tael s or 13. 5 

in v • 
This growth was 

per cent of the total trade • 1016 

due to the opening-up of Manchur i a and the openi ng of 

the Chi nese Eastern Rail way to traffic, which facili

tated the transportation to Russia, From the years 

1917 to 1921 the trade declined seri ously due to t he 

revo1utionarY movement s i n Russia and Siberia, which 

nearl Y curtailed the whole exports which went to t hat 

country, BY t he year 1922 the trade began t o recover· 

and during 1925 the value of exports reached 47 million 

t ae l s or 6.1 per cent of the total export trade , rank

ing fifth among all the nati ons which i.mport Chinese 

goods ( see Fi gures 24 and 25}, Russi a was the chief 

i mporter for Chinese tea throughout the period• The 

growth of the Russian trade was accompanied bY an in-

crease in the rel ative i mportance of the export of 

black and brick t ea• Russia hersel f does not produce 



any tea i n her ovm territory,· but depends upon China 

for that commodity . 

Besides tea, beans and bean by-products , vege-

table oils, cereals, wheat 
f l our, livestocks, seeds, 

and meat are all important 
commodities of export to 

e year 1925 Russi a , i ncluding Siberia , 
Russ i a. In th 

was exported from 
took 28 per cent of t he tea which 

26 per c ent of the beans, and bean by-products, 

cent of the vegetable o il s, and 8 per cent of 
China, 

12 per 

the cereals. 
Great Britain 

The United Kingdom's share of the imports .of 

Chinese goods is not very great, In t he year 1901 

Great Bri tain received 4,9 per cent of China's total 

exports with a value of 8 million t ael s, When the 

Great war broke out, the exports of China to Great 

Britain increased, A large quantitY of raw materi a l s 

and foodstuffs was exported from Ch ina for industrial 

use s and for her workers, Eggs and egg by-products, 

cereals, wheat flour, bean• and bean by-products, 

vegetable oil s, hides, skins, and furs, and bristles 

all increased great l y, BY 1919 Great Britain recei ved 

9 per cent of the Chinese exports with a val ue of 57 

mill ion Hai kwan tael•• Afterwards the importation of 



Chinese goods to Great Britain showed a decline and 

in 1925 she rece i ved but 47 million taels of Ch inese 

exports, taking 44 per cent of the eggs and egg prod

ucts, 19 per cent hides, sk ins and furs, 15 per cent 

vegetabl e oils, 5 per cent tea, 4 per cent silk 

goods , 3 per c ent beans and bean by-products, and 1 

per cent raw cotton. But, we must take i nto cons i der-

ation that the Chine s e commodities which were exported 

to Hongkong were mostly transshipped to t he United 

Kingdom ; t herefore, Great Britain herself mu st have 

t aken more Chinese goods than the afore-ment i oned 

values and percentages show ( See Fi gures 24 and 25). 

Korea 

Korea took a very small share of t he Chine se ex

port tra de i n the year 1901 with a value of 1 million 

Haikwan teel S• Trade i ncreased very slowl y until 

1912 when it reached a value of 5 million t ael s . 

puring the next year the completion of the ~orean 
the Yulu River, and i n addition 

Ra i l way bridge across 
of one-thi rd .of the export duty from 

the reduction 

f 
tier to Korea made the trade grow 

the Chinese ron 

C
ereals and other articles which formerly 

rapidlY• are now exported to Korea 

took other routes to Japan 

d 
the f ull export dutY• BY t he year 

in order to avoi 



- nese 1925 Korea hel d 4 .4 per cent of tbe total Chi 

va ue of 34 mill ion taels (See export t rade with a 1 

F i gures 24 and 25) . 
Among all the i mportant export 

articles in 1925 K 
' orea took 86 per cent of Chinese 

cereals, 17 per cent coal , 6 per cent silk goods, 

and 3 per cent beans and bean products. 
Most of these 

commoditi es were trru1sshi pped to Japan ; t herefore, 

Japan became the dominant i mporter of Chi nese goods. 

Singapore~ strai ts settl ements 

Singapore and the Straits settlement s shares 1 .5 

pe r cent of China's total export trade with a val ue 

of 2 million HaikWan tae l s in 1901. In that regi on, 

there are a great number of Chinese J.Inmigrants who 

like to use the goods which come from thei r fatherl and; 

therefore, t he manufactured silk, tea , cotton cloth, \ 

Chinaware, and matting are a l l imp&tant articles for 

the export trade, Besides this, the port of Singapore 

is a distributing center ; from there the Chinese 
Since 

goods are transshipped t o the Mal aY I slands, 

the Great war the export trade of th i s region has in

creased rapidl Y• BY 1925 Singapore bad obtai ned 3 per 

cent of t he total Chinese export trade, with a value 

of 

Of 

23 

million HaikWen t ael s (See Figures 24 and 25), 

China's principal export articles, Singapore and 



t he Straits Settlements took 8 per cent of the s i lk 

goods and 2 per cent of the vegetable oi ls i n the 

year 1925. 

Turkey, Persia, Egypt,~~ 

These nations in 1901 received 1 ,8 per cent of 
J 

the total Chine se exports which were val ued at 3 mil

lion Haikv1an ta. els. Fl uctuations characteri ze t he 

trade, In t h e year 1917 the val ue of trade dropped 

to onl y l million t ae l s, After the war i t increased 

to 20 million Haikwan taels or 2,6 per cent of the 

total export trade in 1925 ( See Figures 24 and 25), 

The main commodities exported to these regions are 

tea, v egetable oils, and silk goods, In the year 1925 

t h ey took 17 per cent of Chinese tea ; 5 per cent of 

vegetable oils ; and 4 per cent of sil k goods , 

g_ermanx 

1905 G
ermany's share of the Chine se 

I n the year 

t
o be recorded separatelY from those of 

exports began That year she received 5 

other nations i n Europe• 

Haikwan 
taels of China ' s exports, or 2,3 per 

million BY 1913 GermanY took 17 

cent of the total trade• or 4.Z per cent of China's 

million ta.els of exports, 

t r
ade ( see Figures 24 and 25 ) • This 

tota l export .,. due to the Germans having Tsingtao as 

incre ase was 



their concession and the investing of a large amount 

of capital i n Shantung Province. 

The chief export commodities to Germany were 

eggs and egg by-products, wood oil, hides, skins, 

furs, beans and bean by- products , sesamen seed, and 

straw braids. The outbrealc of t he Great war enti rel y 

curtailed her imports from China from the latter part 

3 

of 1914 to the year 1919. After that period her 

trade showed a vigorous recovery and i n 1925 Germany 

ranked tenth among all the nat ions which shared China's 

export trade , t aking 16 million taels of Chinese com-

modities, of which 7 per cent were eggs and egg prod

ucts , 5 per cent hides, skins and furs, 3 per cent of 

each of the vegetabl e oils, and raw cotton . 

§_ummarx 

If we consi der the exports accordi ng to their 

th conclusion stated above 
political connections , e 

will be somewhat altered, 
When we t a.lee Hongkong as a 

i 
and add all the export 

part of t he Briti sh EmP re 

Co
1onies and dominions together, the 

trade of her the second largest 1rnporter of 

Briti sh Empi re becomes Thus, the Japanese Empire, the 

Chinese commodities. 

Briti sh Empire, and the 

nations for the 
l eading "" 

U
ni ted states are the three 

C
oasumPt ion of Chinese goods. 
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Of the total Chinese export trade in the year 1925, 

the Japanese Empire toolc 28.5 per cent, British Empire 

25,9 per cent, and t he United States and her i s l and 

possessions in the Pacific Ocean 19 per cent ; there

fore they shared 73,4 per cent of the Chinese export 

trade, being far more i mportant than al l other nations 

taken together. 



Chapter YI 
Conclusion 

I t is i mposs ible to come to def_1ni'te conclusions 

as to the resul t of th 
e preceding i nvest i gat ions in 

the export tra de of China during the period of 1901 
0 s-The plan g iven in the introduction, f di 

to 1925. 
cussi ng the export values as a whole, then of dissect

i ng the export s into t heir various factors , and dis

cussing each one i n more detail (regions of production, 

ports of export, changes i n iJ!lportance}; of studying 

the position of the l eading export ports during that 

period; and finally, of showing the share of the 

-countries t o which the exports were sent, has been 

completed and as many suggestions as possible made to 

explain th• changes, A realGthorough study of the se 

different points woul d onl y have been poss i bl e after 

detailed 1ocal invest i gation, and t h is would have 

overstepped entirelY the scope of; Master 's thesis , 

Neverthel ess, the fo llowi ng points can be men-

tioned as the main tendencies of China's export trade 



during the pe riod: 

3o 

The value of exports is • or l ess r egularly i ns !ncreasing more 
internal changes and ~ice of the great 
ing t hat these change~,sturbances, show
i nf luence and that th ~ave only l ocal 
ports is a sound one . e ase of tne ex-

~h~knurnfber of products that form the 
u 

O 
the exports of chi h i 

rapidly during the 1ast t w~~ty~Iiv~c;::;:? 

Raw silk still remai ns the most . t 
export product. impor ant 

4, Tea has decli ned i n importance in t he ex
port t r ade of China. 

5, New products, like beans and bean by
products , vegetabl e oils, and others are 
r ising rapidly in i mportance--the re~ult 
of the economical development of Manchuri a 
whi ch is developi ng into the most i mpor
tant region of China for the export trade, 

6 , There i s a tendency of centraliziM the 
exports i nto a few main por ts (Shanghai, 
pairen, canton , and Tientsin) as a result 
of favorable geographical positions, The 
other ports are either declining or in-

creasing verY sloWlY • 
The share of Japan i n the export trade of 
China increased rapidlY, as the result of 
Japanese i nfluence on the e conomical de-

9. 

velopment of Manchuria• 
At the same time, the share of t he United 
states in th• export trade of China i n-

creased regu1arlY• 
Th• importance of the British ]>nlpire in 
the export trade of China has declined, 
but the reasons are for a part political, 
especiallY the rather strained relations 

96 
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between Canton and Hongkong. 

10. Because the factors that have had a 
favorable influence on the i ncrease 
of the export trade (bet ter harbor 
conditibns , better transpor t ation, 
mineral investigations, e t c .) wi l l 
probably be still more import ant i n 
the future., we may e xpect i n t he 
coming year that the i ncreasi ng ten
dency of the export value s will con
tinue, especi al l y regardi ng raw and 
semi-raw products. 

0 17 
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