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UNEXPECTED CASE ASSIGNMENT AND PREPOSITION
DOUBLING IN PRONOUN COORDINATION IN SPANISH!

CARLOS GONZALEZ-VERGARA

HERNAN LABBE G.
Pontificia Universidad Catdlica de Chile

ABSTRACT. The following paper is based on the observation of two re-
lated phenomena in Spanish. First, when two personal pronouns acting
as prepositional objects are coordinated, they are usually constructed
by repeating the preposition before each member of the coordination.
Secondly, when this does not happen, the second member of the coor-
dination does not appear in oblique case (which would be expected to
happen through government), but it appears in nominative case. This
can be clearly appreciated in the coordination of pronouns that dis-
play morphological case. The purpose of this paper is to explain these
phenomena within the Minimalist Program. The conclusions suggest
that the irregular case of the second member of the coordination can
be explained by Johannessenn’s structure for coordination (1996) and
default case valuation principle (2008), while the duplication of the
preposition can be accounted for through reasons of economy.

1. INTRODUCTION. In Spanish, the most frequent type of structure found when
coordinating two personal pronouns acting as objects of a preposition is that in
which the preposition is repeated before the second coordinated element. If any of
the pronouns is a first or second person singular, or also a third person singular or
plural in its reflexive use, it is morphologically expressed in the oblique ca

(1) a. Elregalode Juanes para ti 'y para mi
The present of Juan is for you.OBL and for .OBL
Juan’s present is for you and for me

'A preliminary version of this article appeared with the title : Asignacion irregular de
caso y doblado de la preposicion en la coordinacion de pronombres in Cuadernos de
Lingiifstica 12 (2006), working papers on Linguistics by Instituto Universitario Ortega y
Gasset, Madrid.
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(10) Xp
XP &  XP & Xp
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(14) XP
XP XP XP

Published by EngagedScholarship@CSU, 2010 9



International Journal of the Linguistic Association of the Southwest, Vol. 29, No. 2 [2010], Art. 4

(7 &P

X &
first conjunct

& Y
conjunction sccond conjunct
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(18) &P
X &
First conjunct /\
& &P

Y &
second conjunct

& Z
conjunction  third conjunct

According to Johannessen (1996: 669), in models such as thosc prescnted
in (17) and (18), the features of the &P are inherited not only from the head &,
but also from the specifier, by means of an agreement operation between both
elements. The features of the conjunct that appears in the complement position,
however, are not inherited at the maximal level. In her own words: |

In a minimalist spirit, let the only relevant relation between elements in the
&P [CoP in the original] be specifier-head agreement. Since a conjunction,
the head of the &P, must be considered a functional category, we shall regard
specifier-head agrecment as involving unification of features, so that the head
projects the features of its specifier. Thus, the features of the specifier will also
be present at the maximal level, since this is a projection of the head, thereby
bestowing lexical features on &P. The conjunct in the complement position
takes no part in agreement and offers no syntactic features to the &P itself.
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(19) PP

/N

P pronoun
[case: obl] [case]

(20) PP

/\

p pronoun
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@n PP
P &P
[case: obl] [case]
&’
pronoun; /\
& pronoun:
conjunction [case]
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22) PP
p &P
[ease=obl] [easerobl]
pronoun; &
& pronoun;
conjunction [case]
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