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Axillo-Superior Mesenteric ArteryeBifemoral Bypass: An Extraordinary
Bypass!
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A 66 year old patient who had an axillobifemoral bypass for Fontaine IV presented with end stage chronic
mesenteric ischaemia. Computed tomography angiography revealed a significant external compression of the
coeliac trunk (A*,y) combined with atherosclerotic occlusion of the superior mesenteric artery (SMA) (Az) and
an infrarenal aortic-bi-iliac occlusion (Ax). The patient’s anatomy made antegrade or retrograde stenting
challenging. Comorbidities contraindicated an open reconstruction. This case was successfully treated by
extending the axillo-bifemoral bypass (B*,z) with a polytetrafluoroethylene bypass (Propaten, WL Gore & As-
sociates, Flagstaff, AZ, USA) retroperitoneally tunnelled to the SMA (By).
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