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Student Research 
Exhibit Goals

 Challenge students to visually 
showcase their scholarship in new 
and experimental ways

 Provide a multidisciplinary platform 
for deeper learning

 Foster intellectual discourse

(unofficial goals:)

 Develop programing for our 
Graduate Research Commons

 Raise the Libraries profile on 
campus as a place for intellectual 
discourse



Exhibit Award 
Details
 Students receive $500 

credited to their student 
account and help with 
design and installation

 Exhibits visually showcase 
student's scholarship 
(academic or creative)

 Exhibit fills 60ft of wall space

 Duration: 1 semester

 Optional public lecture, 
program, or demonstration



Award Process

 Students apply online during the Spring 
semester

 Art in the Library Committee Juries 
submissions

 Exhibits coordinator works with winning 
student to prepare and schedule the 
exhibit.

 Public program collaboratively arranged 
by student, Exhibits coordinator, and Head 
of Research Services



Project 
Development

 Locate Space

 Measure, configure and order hanging system

 Define goals, parameters, timeline

 Call for work, jury, make selection

 Work with student on design, printing, installation

 Plan exhibition talk

 Promote the exhibition



Best Practices

 Submission format: PDF or Google form?

 Short resume

 Ideate images – doesn't have to be 
finished work

 Clear jurying guidelines for easy, 
fair assessment

 Consider copyright with images

 Consult with expert librarians and/or 
advisor on any content/editing 
questions



Funding

 Foundation fund earmarked for Library 
education and programing for graduate 
students

 Possible sources of funding from campus 
partners

Costs

Initial:
 Hanging system: ~ $1,000
 Arakawa Hanging Systems ($650)
 Facilities installation ($300)
Ongoing:
 Award for student (essential to drive 

participation): $500 per year
 Materials and printing: ~ $200
 Public presentation catering (optional): 

$50-$100



Possible Partners

 Graduate College, or Office 
of Graduate Education

 University Office of Research

 Could be tied to a 3-
minute theses competition

 Academic colleges or 
departments



Promotion
 Partners essential for 

promotion
 Identify directors of graduate 

programs, ask them to 
promote

 Usual channels
o Paper flyers

o Social media
o Newsletters



Presentation and 
reception

 Helps draw administrator and faculty 
attention to the program

 Student led

 Minimal effort for library staff

 Include in promotion plan

 Small catering order, or snacks and 
coffee

 Prepare 2 to 3 questions to keep 
conversation going



Archive plan

 Decide who owns materials, make an up-front agreement with the 
students

 Document exhibit & presentation
 Decide if the exhibit will be digitized and how
 Decide if the digitized exhibit be included in the Library repository 

and/or website



Assessment
Goals based

 Qualitative 
o feedback from students, faculty, and visitors

 Quantitative
o Number of applicants
o Number of attendees

 Cost /benefit ratio
o Relatively low cost in time and expense
o Does the program benefit enough students?
o Does it promote the Libraries?



"Where Does 
Your Christ 
Come From?"
 Exploring the Prevalence 

and Significance of the 
White Jesus Phenomenon 
Among Black Christian 
Women and Men

 Exhibit by Stephanie 
House-Niamke, WVU 
Sociology PhD Student

(runner-up for first year)



Unboxing the Black 
Box: The Evolution of 
Microbial Ecology

 by Chansotheary Dang, 2022 WVU 
Art in the Libraries’ Graduate Student 
Exhibit Awardee

•WVU PhD Candidate in Environmental 
Microbiology



Rectifying 
New Digital 
Record

 Qazi Arka Rahman, 
Doctoral Candidate, WVU 
English

 AI created digital art that 
showcases how real-world 
inequalities transpire in the 
world of web



Questions & Comments

 Graduate Student exhibit webpage:
o https://exhibits.lib.wvu.edu/awards/graduate-student-awards

 Art in the Libraries website:
o https://exhibits.lib.wvu.edu/home

https://exhibits.lib.wvu.edu/awards/graduate-student-awards
https://exhibits.lib.wvu.edu/home
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