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CONTEXT  



● Best Practices in Mentoring
● Communicating Research
● Community-Engaged Research
● Designing Digital Research
● Exploring Race & History Through 

Southern Historic Places
● Interdisciplinary Project Management

● Introduction to Qualitative & Mixed Methods 
Research

● Leading Teams: Foundations of Teamwork & 
Leadership

● Narrative Design
● Navigating Scholarly Publishing
● Zero-Code Digital Humanities Text Analysis



Duke Graduate Academy



Navigating Scholarly Publishing



A question of 
agency



Think globally, 
act locally



Empowering



CONTENT  



TOPICS FOR EACH DAY

1. Big Picture (understanding the scholarly 
publishing ecosystem)

2. Synthesizing Your Research
3. Publishing Your Work
4. Measuring and Articulating Value
5. Creating Scholarship That Lasts



Day 1: Big Picture

Copyright, 
technology, 
economics, and 
ethics                   
as lenses for 
understanding 
the scholarly 
publishing 
ecosystem



How the desired audience for one’s research can 
influence how it’s synthesized and shared

● User stories as a tool for considering 
audience

● Real versus imagined audiences
● Writing for a wider audience 
● Accessibility (who needs to access, and 

how)

Day 2: Synthesizing Your Research 

Photo by Melanie Deziel on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@storyfuel?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/person-writing-on-white-paper-U33fHryBYBU?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash


Evaluating and choosing between different legal, 
technical, and social aspects of publishing

● Copyright and fair use basics
● Authorship and author rights
● Negotiating author agreements
● Evaluating a publisher
● Related ethical issues
● Discussion of students’ own experiences 

with these topics

Day 3: Publishing Your Work 

Photo by Elena Mozhvilo on Unsplash
 

https://unsplash.com/@miracleday?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/gold-and-silver-round-frame-magnifying-glass-j06gLuKK0GM?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash


Considering the impact you’d like your research 
to have, and how to achieve and measure that

● Traditional metrics (pitfalls / strengths)
● Data collection and privacy
● Status, privilege, and publishing norms
● Citation practices and social justice

Day 4:
Measuring & Articulating Value 

Photo by <Jon Tyson on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@jontyson?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/yellow-and-black-happy-birthday-greeting-card-KKkPgdLwKjo?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash


Ensuring your work continues to be accessible 
and re-usable

● Factors (legal, technical, social) that can 
help or hinder your work’s accessibility 
and usefulness for future scholarship

Day 5: 
Creating Scholarship That Lasts 

Photo by qinghill on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@rkrc?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/tree-trunk-with-green-leaves-x8MZ2MoEKLE?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash


THE DETAILS



CURRICULUM DESIGN
Time 

● 5 days (Monday-Friday)
● 75-minute synchronous classes per day
● 15 total learner contact hours

Tools

● Sakai (content delivery and discussion)
● Zoom (class meetings)

Format

● Asynchronous (short exercises + reading) 
● Synchronous (short lecture, discussion of students’ 

questions and examples students raised in Sakai 
discussion forum or in class) 



Students 
posted daily 
to discussion 
forums in 
Sakai, to check 
their 
understanding 
of readings 
and activities 

Daily prompts 
encouraged 
students to 
connect the 
day’s topic to 
their projects - 
and to help each 
other



Two students exchanging ideas in Sakai discussion, as part of Day 2 activity on 
“User Stories”



STUDENTS (18 total)

 



STUDENTS (18 total)

 



STUDENTS (18 total)

 



ASSESSMENT
Internal (Qualitative)

● Discussion Forum (Sakai)
● Sticky / Muddy (Zoom - audio, chat)
● Course survey (PDF)

External (Qualitative + Quantitative)

● Survey (administered by Duke Graduate Academy; 
anonymous, end-of-course)



TAKEAWAYS



STUDENTS
What did you learn that you didn't already know?

“The corporate and commercial capture of large publishers is astounding across 
disciplines.”

“Impact factors are deeply problematic despite being regularly consulted.”

“Thinking of audience is as important as the publication substance.”

“I was not aware of the extent of rights I could be signing away by not reading 
my author copyright transfer form that comes from journals, nor was I aware 
that I could ask for them to change things!”

“I was not aware of the extent of academic-publishing-as-big-business in this 
country. It makes me want to find other avenues to publish my work even more.”

“It had not occurred to me to think about the longevity of my publications and 
how to preserve them (if that’s even desired).”



STUDENTS
What was your most important takeaway?

“That each discipline and knowledge area will have its own 
publishing practices and it is important to understand the 
dynamic specific to your knowledge area.”

“I really enjoyed Day 4 on measuring value in your work. As 
someone who studies inequality in collaboration and 
publishing in higher education, it was directly related to my 
own research and work.”



STUDENTS
What did you want to learn more about?

“I would like to spend more time exploring copyright issues in 
general. Practical tips for ensuring the best license over our 
work, how to navigate different copyright clauses and 
contracts.”

“Questions I have after the course are around changing the 
status quo around publishing and citation and ‘impact’ 
measures. What are some of the practical suggestions you all 
have for changing the way departments and universities, in 
general, handle this? Particularly in the interest of making sure 
academic environments are more ethical and equitable.”



What we took away from student feedback
“It might be helpful to address the particular challenges that humanities 
scholars face v. those in the sciences. A lot of the information wasn't 
applicable to me as a literature scholar”

● Bring different disciplinary examples into instruction
● Break into disciplinary subgroups to address different issues
● Bring groups back together to draw out commonalities



“The course invited us to learn new 
material, try it out on our own, and 
then adjust our understanding in class 
with valuable articles and exercises.

Someone should study and emulate the 
pedagogical design of this class.”



Questions and discussion
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