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The genus Chrysidea Bischoff, 1913 belongs to the tribe Chrysidini (Hymenoptera, Chrysididae). Bohart (1988) 

revalidated the genus after it was considered as subgenus of Chrysis Linnaeus, 1761 (Linsenmaier 1959) or Trichrysis 

Lichtenstein, 1876 (Kimsey & Bohart 1981) and synonymised it with Chrysis (Trichrysis) (Linsenmaier 1984). Kimsey 

& Bohart (1991) gave a checklist of 19 known species of Chrysidea, of which three are known from the Oriental Region, 

C. bidenticulata (Mocsáry, 1913), C. furiosa (Cameron, 1897) and C. monticellii (du Buysson, 1906). Only one species, 

C. pumila (Klug, 1845), has been recorded for the Palaearctic part of China (Hammer 1936; Rosa et al. 2014).

At first sight, Chrysidea falsa sp. nov. could be identified as Trichrysis for fore wing discoidal cell complete, apex of 

T3 with three sharp teeth, and interval between median tooth and lateral tooth distinctly convex. Nevertheless, TFC 

topping scapal basin, pronotal shape and S2 black spots distinctly separate it from the species in the genus Trichrysis, and 

place it in the genus Chrysidea. This peculiar shape of T3 of C. falsa sp. nov. can be clearly separated it from all the 

other Oriental known species of Chrysidea, which show only two lateral teeth on apex of T3.

Material and methods

All specimens were examined and described under stereomicroscope (Leica MZ125). Photographs were taken with a 

digital camera (CoolSNAP) attached to a Zeiss Stemi 2000-CS stereomicroscope. Images were processed using Image-

Pro Plus software.

Morphological terminology follows that of Kimsey & Bohart (1991). Abbreviations used in the descriptions as 

follows: BOL= brow-ocellar line, the shortest distance between the mid ocellus and the TFC; F1, F2, F3, etc. = 

flagellomeres 1, 2, 3, etc.; l/w = length/ width; MOD = mid ocellar diameter; MS = malar space, the shortest distance 

between the base of mandible and the margin of compound eye; OOL= oculo-ocellar line, the shortest distance between 

the lateral ocellus and the compound eye; P = pedicel; PD = puncture diameter; POL = the shortest distance between 

posterior ocelli; S2 = metasomal sternum 2; TFC = transverse frontal carina; T1, T2, T3 = metasomal tergites 1, 2, 3.

Types and other specimens have been examined from the following institutions: NMLS–NaturMuseum Luzern, 

Switzerland; SCAU–Hymenopteran Collection, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou, China.

Genus Chrysidea Bischoff, 1913

Chrysidea Bischoff, 1913: 34. Type species: Chrysis pumila Klug, 1845, by original designation.

Chrysis (Chrysidea) Linnaeus, 1761: Linsenmaier 1959: 170; Linsenmaier 1984: 196 (synonym of Chrysis (Trichrysis)).

Trichrysis (Chrysidea) Lichtenstein, 1876: Kimsey & Bohart 1981: 77.

Chrysidea Bischoff: Bohart 1988: 129; Kimsey & Bohart 1991: 310; Rosa et al. 2014: 38.

Diagnosis. Head broader than high. Scapal basin hollowed, striate or microridged, topped by convex TFC, sometimes 

with a second upper TFC; F1 longer than F2 or F3, usually less than twice breadth; MS subequal or shorter than 1 MOD; 

pronotum with weak median groove and without sublateral carina; mesopleuron with episternal and scrobal sulci, 

omaulus and verticaulus; metanotum rounded, rarely projected posteriorly; fore wing discoidal cell usually with outer 

veins faint; T3 usually with only two lateral teeth, sometimes with one median tooth; S2 black spots oval or round, 

usually separated by 1–2 MOD. Genital capsule with gonocoxa notched apically, thus appearing bilobate.

Biology. Chrysidea are known as hosts of sphecid and crabronid wasps (Zimmermann 1961; Kimsey & Bohart 

1991).
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Distribution. There are 19 valid species of Chrysidea distributed in the Palaearctic, Afrotropical and Oriental 

Regions. Chrysidea pumila (Klug, 1845) is widespread in the Afrotropical and Palaearctic Regions; in the Palaearctic 

Region other two species are known; three in the Oriental Region; and thirteen in the Afrotropical Region, Malagasy 

Subregion.

Discussion. Green to blue chrysidids, with some bright colour species in the Afrotropical Region. Chrysidea 

Bischoff is close to Trichrysis Lichtenstein, nevertheless species are usually recognizable for combination of the 

following characteristics: TFC topping scapal basin (separated from scapal basin in Trichrysis), fore wing discoidal cell 

usually incomplete, with outer veins indistinct or faint (complete and sclerotised in Trichrysis), pronotum without 

sublateral carina (usually with sublateral carinae in Trichrysis), with only two lateral teeth on apex of T3, rarely with 

three teeth (three or five teeth in Trichrysis); S2 black spots distinctly separated by 1–2 MOD (fused medially or nearly 

so in Trichrysis).

Chrysidea falsa Rosa & Xu, sp. nov. (Figs 1A–1F)

Material examined. Holotype: ♀, CHINA: Yunnan, Jingdong, Wenjing Town (24°18'9"N 100°55'53"E) 29.IV.2005, H-

s. Wang (SCAU). Paratypes: 1♀, same data as holotype (SCAU); 1♀, Yunnan, Yingjiang, Taiping Village (24°39'29"N 

97°51'9"E), 15.VIII.2005, Q. Li (SCAU); 1♀, Yunnan, Jingdong, Jinping Town (24°27'14"N 100°50'4"E), 28.IV.2005, 

H-s. Wang (SCAU). MALAYSIA: 1 ♀, Malaya, Coll. Linsenmaier, Type ♀ Chrysis L. Trichrysis laticoela det. 

Linsenmaier 1991, NO TYPE sp. in litteris P. Rosa det. 2010 GBIF-Chrysididae, ex-synoptic collection, NML_ENT 

GBIF_Chr 00041040 (NMLS). PHILIPPINES: 1♀, S Mindanao, Zamboanga, 12.[19]12, Böttcher, Type ♀ Chrysis L.

Trichrysis simplicicollis Linsenmaier det. 1959, NO TYPE sp. in litteris P. Rosa det. 2010 GBIF-Chrysididae, ex-

synoptic collection, NML_ENT GBIF_Chr 00041046 (NMLS).

Diagnosis. Chrysidea falsa sp. nov. is the only known Oriental species with three distinct teeth on apex of T3 and 

convex interval between median tooth and lateral tooth. So far only two Malagasy species in this genus have apex of T3 

with three teeth, C. dido Zimmerann, 1956 and C. phoebe Zimmermann, 1956 (Kimsey & Bohart 1991); but Chrysidea 

falsa sp. nov. can be separated from them by fully sclerotised outer veins of fore wings.

Description. Female. Body length 5.0–6.2 mm.

Head. Scapal basin deep, punctate and medially wrinkled (Fig. 1B). TFC distinct, single, topping upper part of 

scapal basin, and descending along eye margin. Relative length of P:F1:F2:F3 = 1.0:1.0–1.1:0.7:0.6; F1 l/w = 2, OOL = 

1.8–2.0 MOD; BOL = 2.4–3.0 MOD; POL = 2.0–2.5 MOD; MS = 1 MOD; clypeus slightly concave.

Mesosoma. Pronotal groove deep, extending to 3/4 length of pronotum. Sublateral carina faint (Fig. 1C). Metanotum 

with deep antero-median pit (Fig. 1C). Punctuation on mesosoma with deep and large punctures; largest punctures on 

mesoscutum with diameter of mid ocellus; mesoscutellum antero-medially with black triangular area with small and 

shallow punctures, and large smooth interspaces. Mesopleuron with episternal sulcus formed by large and deep foveae, 

scrobal sulcus formed by large transversal areolate punctures. Metanotum slightly projected posteriorly.

Metasoma. Punctuation small, dense, uniform, and with subequal interstices; punctures considerably smaller than 

those on mesosoma (0.3–0.4 PD) (Fig. 1D); larger punctures and narrow interstices laterally. T1 with pair of submedian 

humps at front of dorsal area (Fig. 1D); T2 with geminate punctures and with faint median carina. T3 pre pit row area not 

bulged; pit row distinct, with small and deep and pits occasionally fused each other (Fig. 1E). Apex of T3 with three 

short apical teeth; interval between median tooth and lateral tooth convex. S2 black spots oval and medially separated by 

at least 1 MOD (Fig. 1F).

Colouration. Face metallic green. Vertex and mesosoma metallic bluish-green. Antenna blackish, with scape, 

pedicel and F1 metallic bluish-green. Tegula metallic bluish-green. Legs metallic bluish-green, with tarsi brownish. 

Metasomal terga metallic bluish-green, with lighter greenish to golden reflections laterally and posteriorly.

Male. Unknown.

Biology. Unknown.

Distribution. China (Yunnan), Malaysia (Malaya), Philippines (Mindanao).

Remarks. In Linsenmaier's collection in NMLS there are two specimens labelled as holotypes of Chrysis 

(Trichrysis) laticoela Linsenmaier and C. (T.) simplicicollis Linsenmaier. The descriptions of these species were never 

published (Rosa et al. 2015). They share the main diagnostic characteristics of C. falsa sp. nov. even if their colouration 

is more green or greenish-blue and one specimen is smaller compared to the other specimens.

Etymology. The specific name is derived by Latin adjective falsa (= deceptive, misleading), for wing venation and 

shape of T3 similar to those of Trichrysis Lichtenstein.
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FIGURE 1. Chrysidea falsa sp. nov., ♀, holotype. A. Habitus, lateral view; B. Head, frontal view; C. Pronotum, mesoscutum, 

mesoscutellum and metanotum, dorsal view; D. Metasoma, dorsal view; E. T3, dorsal view; F. Metasoma, ventral view.

Chrysidea pumila (Klug, 1845)

Chrysis pumila Klug, 1845: tab. 45, fig. 13. Neotype, ♂, designation by Rosa & Xu (2015: 10); Egypt: Fayoum (Luzern).

Chrysidea pumila Bischoff 1913: 34; Hammer 1936: 3 (China [Xinjiang]: Urumchi [= Urumqi]); Kimsey & Bohart 1991: 314.

Material examined. 2♀♀, Harare: Ketmen, Thian Chan [=Tian-Shan] Occid. Monts Sussamyr Ketmen Tjube M. Pic. 

1914. The specimens were collected close to the Kyrgyzstan border (Sussamyr Mt.) (NMLS) (Rosa et al. 2014).

Diagnosis. Chrysidea pumila can be easily separated from C. falsa sp. nov. by fore wing with indistinct outer veins 

of discoidal cell (fully sclerotised in C. falsa) and apex of T3 with two lateral teeth and apico-medial undulation (with 

three sharp teeth and convex intervals between teeth in C. falsa).

Biology. Unknown.
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Distribution. China (Xinjiang). Widely distributed in the Afrotropical and South Palaearctic Region (Kimsey & 

Bohart 1991). It is not yet known from the Oriental Region.
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