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ABSTRACT
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The authors report the first record of the Dytiscidae Cybister tripunctatus africanus (Castel-
nau, 1834) for Lampedusa Island (Sicily Channel, Italy), which also represents the first finding
of an acquatic insect belonging to Coleoptera Dytiscidae in this island. 

INTRODUCTION

Cybister tripunctatus africanus (Castelnau,
1834) (Coleoptera Dytiscidae) is a species with
southern-Mediterranean-Ethiopian spread, known
in Italy in Friuli Venezia Giulia, Lazio, southern re-
gions, Sicily and Sardinia (Franciscolo, 1979; An-
gelini, 1984).

Aquatic and predatory species, even at the larval
stage, it lives in retro-dune ponds, mouths and resid-
ual pools of small streams, preferably on muddy
substrates (Franciscolo, 1979). Cybister tripuncta-
tus africanus is also an excellent flyer.

In Sicily, it is a quite widespread species, at
medium and low altitudes, in natural and artificial
waters (Sparacio, 1995). Ragusa (1887) already in-
dicated it as: “... comunissima specialmente nel lago
di Lentini [very common especially in Lake
Lentini] ...”.

Also present in Tunisia (Touaylia et al., 2010),
this species is not known in Lampedusa where, ac-
cording to Romano (1995), the almost total lack of
natural humid environments did not allow the es-

tablishment of a permanent population of Ditiscid
insects.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

On September 3rd, 2019 an adult female speci-
men of C. tripunctatus africanus was found in
Lampedusa, in Contrada Piddu. The insect was in-
side the room of a hotel, overlooking the property’s
garden.

The discovery of this unique specimen suggests
that the insect has flown over the island, presumably
transported by favourable winds from North Africa.
In fact, it is not the first time that in Lampedusa there
have been reports of insects that have flown or been
carried by the wind as for Campalita algirica
(Géhin, 1885) and C. olivieri (Dejean, 1831) (Casale
et al., 1982 and Vigna Taglianti, 1995; see also for
Sicily: Monastra, 1984; Aliquò & Castelli, 1991;
Sparacio, 2003) or by active immigration, as in the
case of the Orthoptera Brachytrupes megacephalus
(Lefebvre, 1827) and Schistocerca gregaria
(Forskål, 1775) (Prazzi et al., 2014).
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Following this finding, it is considered appro-
priate to deepen the research of further specimens
of Cybister tripunctatus africanus to evaluate
whether a stabler settlement of this species is pres-
ent in Lampedusa.

In particular, the research of this species, but
also of other aquatic Coleoptera, will be carried out
in correspondence with reservoirs, artificial tanks
and in the temporary pools that form inside cavities
of karst rocks used in Lampedusa as reproductive
sites by the African green toad, Bufo boulengeri
Lataste, 1879 (Lo Valvo et al., 2017).
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Figure 1. Cybister tripunctatus africanus from 
Lampedusa Island, Italy.
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