Valparaiso University

ValpoScholar

The Lutheran Deaconess Lutheran Diaconal Association

10-1935

The Lutheran Deaconess, Vol. 12, No. 4

Lutheran Deaconess Association

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.valpo.edu/lutherandeaconess

b Part of the Christianity Commons, and the Practical Theology Commons

This Full Issue is brought to you for free and open access by the Lutheran Diaconal Association at ValpoScholar. It
has been accepted for inclusion in The Lutheran Deaconess by an authorized administrator of ValpoScholar. For
more information, please contact a ValpoScholar staff member at scholar@valpo.edu.


https://scholar.valpo.edu/
https://scholar.valpo.edu/lutherandeaconess
https://scholar.valpo.edu/lda
https://scholar.valpo.edu/lutherandeaconess?utm_source=scholar.valpo.edu%2Flutherandeaconess%2F180&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1181?utm_source=scholar.valpo.edu%2Flutherandeaconess%2F180&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1186?utm_source=scholar.valpo.edu%2Flutherandeaconess%2F180&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholar@valpo.edu

Che Lutheran Deaconess

Official Organ of the Lutheran Deaconess / ~iation

within the Ev. Lutheran Synodical Conferenc;’"’la.,a America
(&)
M
‘%OJOQ & 7 &
R
/ »
o ilas
! N
Vol. 12 No. 4
—F .‘\ﬂ‘
U UUUU

OCTOBER - - 1935

“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have

done it unto me.” MATTHEW 25:40.




ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the Deaconess Association
will be held, God willing, at the parish hall of Zion’s
Lutheran church, Ft. Wayne, on Sunday afternoon,
October 27, at 4 p. m. At this meeting the treasurer,
Mr. E. F. Niemeyer, will make his financial report
for the year, and the superintendent will present his
annual report. The question concerning the per-
manent location of the Deaconess Training School
is up for discussion, having been postponed until this
year in the last annual meeting. The committee on
the revision of the constitution will propose the
necessary changes. The usual election of directors
will take place, and other matters of importance and
interest will be up for discussion. The term of the
following directors expires: The Rev. Arno Scholz,
Mr. Aug. Becker, and Mr. E. O. Kucher, All mem-
bers of the Association are invited to attend. Those
who must be absent on account of distance or for any
other valid reasons, may vote by proxy. If you have
any suggestions to make or wish to bring something
to the attention of the Association, your communi-
cations will be welcome. If you cannot be present,
send your communications to the secretary, the
Rev. Scholz, or to the superintendent. By all means,
though, let all who can possibly do so, be in attend-
ance. The ladies of the Auxiliary will again, as in
former years, serve lunch after the meeting.

REASONS FOR ESTABLISHING THE
DEACONESS TRAINING SCHOOL AND
THE PROPOSED COURSE

(4 paper read before the Deaconess Group Meet-

ing at the Convention of the Associated Lutheran
Charities.)

We have made a change in our system of training

deaconesses. Until now we gave our deaconess

students a course in deaconess subjects while they
were taking their course in nursin
at the Bethesda Home.

There are several weighty reasons that prompted
us to m'ake a change. The students taking the course
In nursing at the hospitals were carrying a double
load. The classes in nursing, combined with the
wox.-k as nurses in the hospitals, are really taking the
entire ’tlme. o.f the students, especially in an accredited
nurses’ training school. It was a special favor extend-
ed to us by 'the Ft. Wayne Hospital, that our students
were permitted to take on an additional course
And, naturally, our course was not and could not bt;
under the circumstances what it should be. W
found also that the interest of the students wz;.s cen(3
tered more on the course in nursing than on the

g or while serving

course in d?aconcss subjects. Many lost the interest
a'nd enlhusla?‘m so necessary for a Proper prepar.
tion for the future work as deaconesses, Some a5,
formed attachments during the three years of train-
ing which resulted in this, that they probably entereq
the service of the Deaconess Association, but with
the intention to serve only for a very limited time,
They were not in the service whulc-heartedly. Now
we do not censure our deaconesses for entering mat-
rimony, but naturally these students would not have
entered deaconess training and have been consecrated
as deaconesses, if they had known that God would
lead them so soon into marriage. Then also, in hay-
ing three schools, the superintendent could not pos-
sibly get so well acquainted with the students as he
must be to be able to place them into positions where
their gifts and talents can be used to the best advan-
tage, nor did the students get well enough acquainted
with the superintendent, so that he could have their
full confidence, as it is necessary. Besides, although
that has not, thank God, been a disturbing factor
to a great extent until now, graduating deaconesses
from three different schools has in it the danger of
becoming a menace to the unity and harmony among
the deaconesses which is so essential in an organiza-
tion of our kind. And there was until now no way
of combining the theoretical instruction with practical
training especially in mission work.

These weak points we hope to correct in establish
ing a Deaconess Training School into which Ol'ﬂ'
students will enter after finishing their course i
nursing and other preparatory work. This will give
an opportunity to take the training and to enter th.e
service also to others who either have received theif
training as nurses in a hospital where our COUI
was not given or who have had other schooling and
experience, for instance that of teaching, and do
not care to take the course in nursing.

Naturally, we are in an experimental stage at piE

ent, and the course we have in mind may not i
mediately measure up to the expectation of mafk
Yet we are not venturing into an entirely new = i
unexplored field. Others have had long years
experience in training deaconesses. Of them We ¢
learn much. Their courses have been studied Wi

a view of embodying into our course what 11 of
estimation would serve our purpose best. We s

continue to give the matter prayerful thought, an
by alert observation and continued consultation Wl

pastors, missionaries, and other church—WOI'kefs'
shall ever try to perfect our course more and moré

S0 as to give the best possible training to oUf it
dents. LI A
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It is impossible at this time, as you will readily
understand from what has been said, to give a com-
plete and definite outline of the course. It is very
difficult to state without any experience just how
much can be accomplished in a year’s time, It may
be possible to add to the theoretical course, it may be
possible that time and circumstances will not permit
to accomplish what we have in mind. But the fol-
lowing are the essential courses to be given:

Bible Study, on the basis of Schaller’s Book of
Books, including history of the Bible, introduction
to the books of the Bible, and a special course on
important and beautiful passages. Old and New
Testament Bible History, especially of the life of
Christ and the life and missionary work of the apos-
tles. An extensive course in memory work.

A thorough review of the Catechism, with a view
of training in teaching the Catechism.

The Distinctive Doctrines, with emphasis on
proof-texts.

A brief course in Church History.

A thorough course in Diaconics: History, Quali-
fications of a deaconess, the work, duties, etc.

History of Missions: Mostly home study with
written reports on books read.

A course in Personal Mission work.

A brief course in General Sociology..

Lectures on Psychology, Social Service Work,
Child Psychology and Child Training.

Practical training and experience, as much as pos-
sible, in the specific work to which the individual
students are inclined and for which they seem to
qualify.,
~And now we welcome suggestions and construc-
tive criticism,

H. B. KoHLMEIER.
Supt. Deaconess Association.

UNTO ME
Oh, that T might serve the Master,
Do for Him some kindly deed,
As the women who did follow
Ministering to His need.

Meditating thus at even,

Seemed T heard the Master say :
“Help the least of these my brethren
And ye shall serve Me today.”

“Show them by thy loving-kindness
What the love of Christ can be
By thy patient, brave example

raw the wayward unto Me.”

Can it be, Oh gracious Savior,
That all deeds of mercy shown
To our poor, sin-stricken brethren
Thou regardest as Thine own?

Then how gladly will T serve Thee

Though the flesh oft’ weary be,

Just to hear at Thy returning :

“Ye have done it unto Me.”
—Gertrude Wartchow.

Sermon Delivered at the Consecration Service, St.
Stephan’s Church, Beaver Dam., Wis., August 25,
1935.

TexT: 2. Cor. 5, 14: For the love of Christ con-
straineth us.

Beloved in Christ Jesus, especially, dear members
of the Deaconess Graduating Class!

This is a day of joy for you. You are celebrating
the event of graduating from the school of nursing
at the local hospital. For three years you have applied
yourselves studiously and faithfully to the theoretic-
al and practical training given in this school and are
now graduating from the same with high honors.
The reports of your class work are a record of very
good and . faithful work performed. On this we con-
gratulate you most heartily.

This is a day of joy for you, though, especially
for another reason. Your prime object in coming to
this school of nursing was not merely to prepare
yourselves for that profession, but the training re-
ceived was to be for you a means to another end. You
came with the purpose of preparing for the profes-
sion of deaconesses. For that reason you took an-
other course, besides the course in nursing offered
by the hospital. You took the course in deaconess
subjects. It was my privilege to be your teacher in
this course, also lasting the entire three years of your
preparation. Also this course you have finished with
high honors. And now you have appeared here in the
house of God for your consecration service as dea-
conesses. During the three years of training you have
not lost sight of the purpose you had in mind when
coming to our school. You are still determined to
enter the high calling of a Lutheran deaconess. A}ad
you wish to use your talents, your time, your tratn-
ing received, your knowledge gained, in the service
of the Master by serving as deaconesses. In this serv-
ice to-night you will solemnly promise to be faith-
ful i the performance of the duties which the office
of a deaconess will bring to you. ;

It is my purpose in addressing you to-night to im-
press you with the solemnity of the step you are
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5{' Paul, the‘apostle, wrote these words, He here

| states 1A
it e f’nOtlivei thgt prompted him to faithfully

“pture which you have chosen
For the love of Christ con-

: “He is a
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m name before the Gentiles, Um0 me, to bear
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of Israel. For I will show him how g
must suffer for my name’s sake.” He
suffering and experienced many trials I
believing Gentiles, to whom Chrisg
foolishness, he experienced contempt,
lieving Jews, his own people, of whom
have great heaviness and continual
heart. For I could wish, that myself
from Christ for my brethren, my
ing to the flesh,” he received bitter hatt
were the persecutions he endured for this re
then there were the false brethren 3 at
weak and erring members of the ng
congregations which he had founded that
much anxiety and sorrow. For their
made great sacrifices, and yet experien
appointment. Here was the congregation¥
He had served there free of chargé, earnit
livelihood, had labored among them most
teaching, exhorting, and comforting the
and privately. Yet he got small reward 10
ful labor of love. After his departure
tion was split up into factions, many sp
paragingly of the apostle and his preaching
wrote these epistles to them. He is nots
own honor, but is defending his apostlesh
doctrine of the crucified Savior, whick
preached. In the verse immediately pré
text he expresses the thought that it iSH
satisfy the people. He says: “Whether ‘
ourselves, it is to God : or whether we Des
for your cause.” At times his zeal did ca8
such heights of enthusiasm that some peops
him deranged, as governor Festus did, wh
“Paul, thou art beside thyself; much lea
make thee mad.” Others again thought hi
too sober and dry. He could not please "‘-"}"
many found fault with his work. Yet 1}6 a1
up in despair. He says in this same EpISEEs
troubled on every side, yet not distre
perplexed, but not in despair.” He con
work, faithfully, joyfully, p(‘rSiSte“ﬂyr
were sealed by a martyr’s death.

(he

What was it, that gave the aPOStle .
to bear up under his heavy cross, afl
1ation to carry on? He tells us in our te
motto: “For the love of Christ cons
e., urges us, moves us. And he a'd.ds 3
tion: “Because we thus judge, that l.f
all, then were all dead. And that He d‘ N
they which live, should not henc?fo .
themselves, but unto Him which died for

rose again.” ]



You, dear graduates, will as Lutheran deaconesses
have experiences similar to those of the apostle Paul,
even if not in the same degree and manner. It is the
common lot of Christians that they must take up the
cross and follow the Master. He who will confess
the name of Christ boldly and will not deny his faith,
will encounter misunderstanding, opposition, and the
ill will of Christ’s open and secret enemies. Espe-
cially, though, whoever makes it his chosen profession
to do church-work experiences that his labor of love
is often evilly rewarded. You would as deaconesses
work for the cause of Christ. You would dedicate
your life to the service of your Lord and Savior. In
this true deaconess work consists. Whether you shall
be privileged to serve as an assistant in a mission, or
whether you will serve as a parish deaconess in a
congregation, or whether you may work among the
orphans, or the aged, or the deaf, or the feeble-mind-
ed in an institution of mercy, or whether you shall
serve as a deaconess nurse in a hospital,—every phase
of deaconess work serves the one great purpose: To
help build the Church of Christ, to help save immor-
tal souls. Your daily life, your conduct, the work you
do, the spirit in which you do it, what you say, all
should have the one great purpose of influencing
others for Christ. At the same time you would as
members of the Deaconess Association cooperate with
your sister deaconesses to help build up this organ-
ization that would train efficient women church-
workers.

You have chosen a most blessed work. To spend
your time and use your talents in a life of real serv-
ice of love to your fellowmen and help in bringing
Others to Christ, is living a life worth while that has
the promise of bearing precious fruit for time and
eternity. But it is not without its hardships and
trials, and you may often find it exceedingly difficult.
You will make many discouraging experiences. It
would be strange, if you did not. The purpose of your
work being to further the cause of Christ, it would be
surprisingly odd, if Satan did not find ways and
means of discouraging you. You will find people
who think you are beside yourself, who will tell you
that you are foolish to spend yourself in this service
and‘ to make sacrifices for this cause. You will ex-
Perience that it is difficult to please the people, and
that many will find fault, even if you try to do your
very best. You will feel the inclination of your sin-
fulflesh, hankering after sinful pleasures and
amusements, after a life of more ease or more mater-
al advantages. You will be iriclined to get discour-
aged, when you often do not see tangible results and
the fryit you had expected.

Then think of your class motto: “The love of
Christ constraineth us.” Christ loved us with a stead-
fast, faithful love. Christ sought not His own ad-
vantage and ease. He died for us, died for us who
were lost and condemned sinners, died that we might
be saved. And He died for us, that we should no
longer live unto ourselves but unto Him. Keep this
motto ever in mind: “The love of Christ constrain-
eth us.” Then you will do your work in the right
spirit. Christian service flows from Christian faith.
Only that person who in faith has learned to know
the love of Christ, will serve God in the proper spirit
of heart. Service done for the sake of reward, with
the thought of earning heaven, or for the sake of re-
ceiving the applause of men, is not God-pleasing
service. A believing child of God has a higher motive
for rendering service. The love of Christ constrains
him. Christ has won his heart, to Christ he would
render service in heartfelt gratitude. He knows the
love of Christ, He knows that Christ in His Savior’s
love has redeemed him, sought him, found him, saved
him. He knows that for Jesus’ sake heaven and all
its happiness shall be his. And this love of Christ
constrains, moves, urges him to love Christ again in
return. He, whose heart is filled with this faith and
fervent love, will also gladly bear the cross, will find
the strength and courage to ever again joyously take
up the duties of his calling, and persevere in the serv-
ice allotted to him, as long as God would have him
serve in that office and station.

Dear graduates, in fervent love to Christ enter the
office you have chosen; be faithful, diligent, coura-
oeous ; bear the cross with a patient heart; serve the
Savior with a joyful spirit, knowing that the Savior
died for all, that they which live should not hence-
forth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died
for them and rose again.

May the love of Christ, then, constrain you to fol-
low in His steps, and may your Savior and Lord,
richly bless your service of love. Amen.

NEWS ITEMS
Our readers will kindly take notice of the change
of address of the superintendent. Due to establish-
ing the Training School the superintendent removed
from Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, to Ft. Wayne, Indiana,
living at 638 Putnam St. The School and the super-
intendent’s office are located in the Deaconess Home,

2016 Fairfield Ave.
* * *

Ten deaconesses were added to our number this
summer, five being consecrated at Ft. Wayne, and
five at Beaver Dam. You will find pictures of these
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way to her home in Wisconsin. Deaconess Gertrude
Hogan from Yuma, Colo., who came to attend Com-
mencement Exercises and to greet old friends and
classmates at her Alma Mater. Members of the fam-
ily of Deaconess Dorothea Levenhagen, and the
mother of student deaconess Margaret Klammer.
Deaconess Alice Dey of the Lutheran Orphans’
Home at Indianapolis, Ind. Mr. L. Pingel, Supt. of
the Bethesda Lutheran Home, Watertown, Wis. Miss
Alma Bondurant of Bremen, Ind. The Rev. and
Mrs. F.A.C. Meyer of Centralia, Ill,, on their way
to and from the Synodical Convention in Cleveland.
Mrs. M. Zagel, Mrs. J. Bertram and daughters of
Ft. Dodge, Iowa. Miss A. Rehwinkel, R. N. of the
Bethesda Hospital, Ambur, India. Deaconesses M.
Eber, R. N., H. Buegel, R. N., the Misses Mathilda
Uffelmann, R. N., and Johanna Seiders, R. N., of
New York City and Mrs. Beata Fergin of Ironwood,
Mich., who attended their class reunion at the Luth-
eran Hospital. Miss Dorothy Stuebe, R. N., of Mii-
waukee, Wis. Deaconess Esther Haeger of Beaver
Dam, Wis., Miss Sophie Salzbrenner of Indianap-
olis, and Miss Anna Forchheim of Chemnitz,
Germany and Mr. H. Otten of New York.
* * *

Out of town visitors and deaconesses at the Con-
ference not otherwise mentioned in this issue in con-
nection with the Deaconess Confernce were: Sister
Theodora of the Baltimore Deaconess Motherhouse,
Prof. E. H. Brandt of Portland, Oregon, the Rev.
W. D. Oetting of Waterloo, Towa, the Misses B.
Tessmann and Irene Zastrow and Mr. W. Hecht of
Watertown, Wis., the Misses Tabea and Beata Kohl-
meier of Beaver Dam, Wis., and deaconesses M.
Theilmann, C. Bekemeier, J. Schmidt, Ida Stolte,
D. Werling, A. Johnson, F. Vierck, and K. Laesch.

Come again, dear friends, one and all! And it also
greatly pleases us to have our Ft. Wayne friends
Stop in at the Home at any time.

MEMORIAL WREATHS

: We acknowledge with heartfelt thanks the follow-
ng Memorial Wreath donations:

In memory of Miss Esther Nichols, Michigan
City, Ind.,, from Miss Edith J. Backus, La Porte,
Ind. $1.00.

In memory of Mr. Henry Ahnemann, So. ‘Whit-
ley, Ind., from Mr. and Mrs. E. F. Niemeyer, Mrs.
Sophie Niemeyer, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Niemeyer,
Ft,' Wayne, Ind. $2.00.

In memory of Mr Henry Schuster, from Mr.
Martin and Miss Emma Diemer and Mrs. Emma
Foley, Ft, Wayne, Ind. $1.25.

In memory of Mrs. L. Pomrening, Chicago, Ill..

from Deaconess Ruth Nichols, Watertown, Wis.
$2.00.

In memory of Mrs. R. A. Kelton, from Miss
Anna M. Stauder, Albany, N. Y. $1.00.

In memory of Terold Dean Dumke, from St.
Paul’s Ladies’ Aid Society, Malcolm, Neb. $2.50.

In memory of Mrs. Grace Snyder, from Mr. and
Mrs. L. O. Hildner, Ft. Wayne, Ind. $1.00.

In memory of Mrs. Jacob Knobloch, Chicago, Ill.,
from Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Prokopy, Albany, N. Y.
$5.00.

In memory of Mrs. H.E.A. Schaefer, Schenec-

tady, N. Y. from Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Prokopy,
Albany, N. Y. $3.00.

DEACONESS CONFERENCE
Fort Wayne, July 13, 1935

We have all heard of pastoral conferences and
teachers’ conferences, and here is also a report on
the Deaconess Conference.

Representatives from Indiana, Illinois, Michigan
and Wisconsin were in attendance. Deaconess
Clara Strehlow, of the Kinderheim, at Addison,
Illinois, is the president of the conference; Dea-
coness Margaret Spencer, of the Lutheran Deacon-
ess Hospital, Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, the vice pres-
ident; Deaconess Alice Dey ,of the Lutheran Or-
phans’ Home, at Indianapolis, the secretary-treas-
urer. Deaconess Minnie Hecht, of the Lutheran Or-
phans’ Home, at Addison, Illinois, and Deaconess
Henrietta Nanke, of the Kinderheim, Addison, Illi-
nois, are members at large of the advisory committee.
The officers and the two members at large form an
advisory committee whose duty it is to bring any
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be least of these my brethren, ye bave

ATTHEW 25:40.
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personal evangelism. This

work is to be done sincerely and naturally, (leacon'-'
esses are not to “pose” as Christians but to."bc
Christians, to live their part as serv‘ants of Christ.

Several papers of a practical nature were presented
to the conference for discussion. The Rev. H. D.
Boyer, of the Lutheran Orphanage, at Indianal)(’l_is»
Indiana, spoke on the “Work of a Deaconess in Child
Welfare Work,” showing the need for self-improve-
ment and leaving the members with a feeling of
greater responsibility toward the child.

_ The address of pastor Weber, of Fort Wayne, was
gratefully received as it gave the members a better
understanding of “Bedside Visits.”

" Miss Marie Zucker, executive secretary of the
Fort Wayne Lutheran Social Service League, spoke
to the conference and gave a demonstration how
work is carried on in her office.

The paper of Deaconess Nelle Bender, of the
Lutheran Orphanage, at Wauwatosa, Wisconsin,
“The Deaconess Garb” resulted in quite a discussion.

The Rev. Walter C. Birkner, director of missions
ir.l the Central District, gave a brief outline of mis-
sions in this district, showing the need for a proper
place of worship for mission congregations. In an-
swer tf) questions of the members of conference pas-
tor Birkner also told of the splendid work done
::llzzzgh the Women's Missionary Endeavor move-

S"fce many of the members of conference are
working at institutions a visit to the State School
proved very interesting.
noxh:; :;e :;)ntfgtrer{ce closed Weflnesday after-
deepening the spi g .had served its purpose of

piritual life of the members, widen-
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Class of Ft. Wayne Graduates, June 30,
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Here am I, Thou great Creators
Here am I, O Lord, send met
Here am I to do Thy biddings
What I have I owe to Thee
Soul and body Thou hast givenss
All of mercy, full and free, ]
And for that I may employ thefis
Here am I, O Lord, send meli
Here am I, my only Savior; A
Here am I, O Lord, send mel A
Thou | vrought my full ;‘;fj
By Thy death on Calvary. )
For my life Thy life was given
On that barren, cursed tree;

That my life be spent in Servicess
Here am I, O Lord, send met
Here am 1. Thou Source of powes
Here am I, O Lord, send met
Thou hast wrought, O Holy Spi"
Faith my Savior for to S€e€. b
By the comfort of Thy Prcs‘cnce‘».l
[ have strength to live for Thee :
In a life of love and service== N
Here am I, O Lord, send me!
Here am 1. Thou Fount of Merc
Here am I, O [Lord, .\'(‘H(l ll'l(?!
Wheresoe'er Thy hand directs
[ shall follow willingly. 3
[f but in the slightest measur€

[ repay my debt to Thee,

Then my life has not been wass .
[. O Lord, send me!

Here am ..
«While it 18 ¥

(From Dr. Kretzman's
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