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Yol. 17 

Official Organ of the Lutheran Deaconess Asso{:iation 
within the Ev. Lutheran Syn_odical Conference of North America 

JULY 1940 

"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 

ye have done it · unto me." MATTHEW 25:40. 



CONSECRATION SERVICE 

Consecration service for this years graduates 
of our Training School was held on Sunda 
morning, June 16, at Emmaus Lutheran Church . 

CLASS OF H/40 

Adeline Rink, 

l\1ar,aret Fiene, 

Gertrude Simon. 

The three newly consecrated deaconesses are 
Margaret Fiene, R.N., of Lone Rock, Iowa; Ade
line Rink, of Stratford, Wis.; and Gertrude Si
mon, R.N., of Pulaski, Wis. Prof. Paul F. Bente 
of Concordia College preached a very appropri
ate sermon based on Matt. 10:39: "He that find
eth his life shall lose it; and he that loseth his 
life for my sake shall find it." 

A reception for the class was held under the 
auspices of the Ladies' Deaconess Auxiliary im
mediately after the services. The ladies of Em
maus Aid served a lunch, after which Mr. E. F. 

· Niemeyer had charge of the meeting. Short ad
dresses were made by Pastor F. Wambsganss, 
the pastor of Emmaus Church and others on 
whom the toastmaster called. Miss Mildred 
Krohn, one of the delegation of five ladies from 
Cleveland, Ohio, presented a gift from their 
Deaconess Society, and Mrs. F. Wambsganss, 
president of the Deaconess Auxiliary, gave the 
graduates a gift from this Society. For years 
these organizations have remembered the grad
uates in a similar way besides giving many oth
er evidences of their interest in our work. 

Deaconesses present were Lydia Lutz, Salome 
Mueller, Martha Boss, Ruth Nichols, Katherine 
Laesch, Henrietta Thorsness and Oneida Witte. 

Deaconess Fiene will serve for the present at 
the Hospital in Alamosa, Colorado, and hopes to 
be privileged to enter the mission field in China 
later. Deaconess Rink has been assigned for du
ty in the Bethesda Home for Feeble-Minded 
and Epileptics at Watertown, Wis. Deaconess 
Simon will re-enter service in China, where she 
has been employed for twelve years before en
tering our school. She hopes to sail for China 
on August 12. May God bless the labors also 

T "1 ,. 
Our next class of s ud n s 

into our Training School in e mber. t 
is s ill an oppor unit., o join his class. 
should lik to nroll as I rae a cia s as 
house at th D acone s H me. Tl r i 
mand for d aeon ss s h ur Church. \ 
a large fi ld wher trained wom~n work 
needed. 

Prospectiv students making applica ion mu 
accompany th ir reque t for nrollm n \ i h 
certificate of health b ' th physician and 
r ecomm ndation by th ir pas or. Onl , Chr· 
tian girls or \\omen who ar willing to r all 
serve wh re th ir tal nts can b us d and vh rw 
an opening presents it elf should appl:. 
cannot cr ate posi ions. No studen s shoul 
take the attitude that she would sene only ir 
a certain field like the mission field in Chin 
or India or Africa or in City Mission, or in an 
other specifk field. These inclinations and wish 
es will be taken into consideration when gradu 
ates are placed but the deaconess must be wil 
ing to work cheerfully and wholeheartedly i 
any other position until the opportunity fo 
being placed into the favorite field presen s i 
self. 

Sound health is absolutely necessary. An in 
valid cannot do the work required of a deacon 
ess. 

Educational requirements for enrollment ar 
the following: 
A. For such as would be attendants in institu 

tions, rendering their services under th 
supervision of others: Graduation from 
standard High School. 

B. For such as would hold positions as nurs 
in hospHals or as head nurses in institutions 
Graduation from a recognized Trainin 
School for nurses and possession of an R. · 
certificate. 

C. For such as would engage in teaching: Grad 
uation from a recognized Teachers' College. 

D. For such as would engage in social wor 
(Child Placing, Family Case Work etc. 
Possession of the credits required by th 
state for the respective position. 

Provision is being made for giving our s u 
dents some practical training in connec io. 
\vith the theoretical course given at the dea 
coness School. Beginning this Fall the studen· 
will be at the Training School for the first se 
mester of the course then will be placed in in 
stitutions or other fields of service for pr c 
tical experience for a term of six months ai 
which they will return to the School for h 
last semester. Students entering in Sept~m?e 
will serve for practical training begmntn 



and re-enter the S chool in Sep em
ing b T the end of J anuarj . Our 

mi ano her class February 1, \1v·hich 
e in June of he following year. All 

he full course at he Deaconess 
ofore and in addi ion (beb; een 

rs) six months of practical expe-
the pri\ ilege of one months vaca

s will receive wages for services 
' six months of practical experience 
d ermined by the respective Boards. 

I welcome especially graduate nurses 
bul this new· arrangement makes 

al~o for others who have had no spe
. but who have the necessary edu

dard and are in good health to en
dents . Help us to find studen ts who 
necessary qualificatiqns. W e invite 

:-':~LIU~.LU'-· ~'-'-"e • 

OF TERM FOR THE NEXT T\VO 
CLASSES ENTERIN G 

II. Class 
At Training School: 
February (1941) 
March 
April 
May 
June 
Vacation: July 
Serving in Fields: 

·August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January (1942) 
At Training School: 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
Consecration 

Deaconess Amelia Doctor R. . of Ho gland 
Ind., r eceived her nurses' training at Mercy 
Hospital, Denver Colo. After recei ing her 
deaconess training in a special course she vas 
consecrated in Fort Wayne on May 23 1926. 
She served at the vVbea Ridge Sani arium and 
at the Luther an Hospi lal in Alamosa Colo. On 
July 27, 1932, she was commissioned for mission 
work in India, arriving there on Dec. 5, 1932. 

From the article on work among the women 
of India the r eader may see that deaconess D oc
tor has worked faithfully· and the Lord has 
blessed her labors of lo e among His wretched 
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s and His poor. While at home on furlough 
past year, Miss Doctor has taken a special 

at a university in Colorado. She is 
led to leave from Seattle, Wash., on Aug. 

,_1940. May God grant her a safe journey. 

-. 
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penc r. 
c ssi \' o Daily -ra ion of 

D aeon · _:_D aeon ss I, 1 l a Eb r. 
Busin ss: Tr a u1 r's R port-Appoin m 1 

Comrnitt 
P . l\1. 
Opening Devotion: ' Le ons for Deacon : · 

from the Story of the Shunammite -Pa:t r 
A. G. Merkens. 

"The Lutheran Church eeds the Deacon " 
Deaconess E. Wehrenbrecht. 

"Our Work in India' -Deaconess Amelia D -
tor . 

"Deaconess Work with Unmarried Moth rs··
Deaconess F. Bremermann. 

'Recent De\ elopmen s in the Care of th A t ' 

-Deaconess M. Spencer. 

F1·iday J ul 12 
A.l\i . 
Openjng Devotion: 'Lessons for Deacon':: s 

from the Story of Ruth -Pastor A. Brunn . 
"Qualifications of a Deaconess in City Mis~ion

work' -Deaconess L. Moehlenbrock. 
'Institutional Workers Trained for Practi<:~ 1 

Duties"-Deaconess Christine Seckel. 
"Lessons in H ·m.nology -Deaconess Henril't • 

Thorsness. 
P.M. 
Opening Devotion: ' Lessons for Deacon s. s 



iriam '' - Pas or Eric 

n \ ·ork of Ladies ~ 1ission Soci y 
h. irs. \ .T alter Brunn. 
in China "-Deaconess Ger rude i-

n Our Deacon sses Impro\ heir 
ations? -Deaconess On ida \Vi e. 

aturda · July 13 

yotion: "Lessons for Deaconesses 
ury of Esther - Pastor R. C. 

k in Africa -Deaconess H len Kluck. 
'·nst the Eighth Commandment V.. hich 

Harmony and Harm Co-opera
ong Christian Workers '-Pastor H. R. 

Training the Probl m Child 
M. Gieschen. 

e\ ening: Social Gathering - Slide 

ning: Closed Session of Conference. 
Afternoon: Outing at Marwood. 

inating committee appointed by the 
of Conference Deaconess M. Spencer 

the following slate of candidates: 
Deaconesses M. Spencer; F. 

; H. Nanke. 
sident : M. Theilmann; H. Thorsness; 

C. Hilken; E. Bartsch; 

NEWS ITEMS 
of The Lutheran Deaconess will be 
note a new address among the sta-

ur deaconesses namely, The Bethle
ran Orphan Home New Orleans La., 
cone s Ida Stolte is now stationed. 

c s Alice Kli tzing, R. N. of Detroit is 
gas camp nurse at Camp Arcadia. 

~ss Sal01ne Mueller's joy of being back 
little ones, at the Orphan Home in Ad

changed to sadness when she was 
to take several months leave of ab

e_ffect a complete recovery for her ill
e 1s at present at the Deaconess Home. 
ess l\'largaret Bliefnick writes from 
eran Sanitorium, at Wheat Ridge 

thought I would be ready to leave the 
long ago, but I caught a cold and so 

back to bed." She also mentioned that 
the Bible class conducted by the 

J. Friedrich every Wednesday e ening. 
ewell service for Deaconess Helen 

N., was held at Messiah Church (Pas-
. Vatthauer) in Chicago, on June 30th. 
· R. Kretzman had the sermon. Miss 
_returning to our Nigerian Mission in 

month. May God grant her His pro-

Former Deaconess Alice D " as married a 
Clev land Ohio, on April 20, o r. Rudolph 
Kuehn. We wish Mr. and irs. Ku hn God' ... 
richest blessings in heir marri d life.' 

Deaconess Katherine La sch has r urned 
from Florida and has charge of her du i at 
the Deaconess Home. 

Deaconess Elizabe h Behlke left the Home 
for an extend d isit ~i h her r latives. For he 
first she is staying at her brothers home at 
Park Ridge IlL 

Among he \: isitors at the D aconess Home 
during the past mon hs were he Rev. J. C. 

·eyer President of the 1\1inneso a District of 
the Missouri Synod· Sister anca Schoen of the 
Milwaukee Deacon ss Mo herhouse· Mr. George 
Kohlmeier of Grund C n er, l o\va · Ir. Wal
ter Boss of Cleveland, Ohio; Deaconess Mar
garet Fish from th e Orphan s Home at Addison 
Ill.; Miss Florence Richman ocial \ orker from 
the Orphans Home in Indianapolis Ind.· Re\'. 
Thermahlen and lr. Jacobs from Addison, Ill., 
and Rev. G. Kuechle from Cleveland Ohio. 

Deaconess Henrietta Thorsness of he Dea
coness Home a tended he services of dedication 
of the new buildings at the Ins i ute for the 
Deaf at Detroit, lich. a 12 conveying o 
the brethren in charge congra ulations and 
wishes of God s blessing from the Board of our 
Association. 



I I T RI L 

T n y ar ago on Sunday Ma ' 4, 1930, cons -
tion services at Watertown Vis. for thr e 

ua es. Sunda ' , lVIa ' 18 one d aconess was 
secrated in Fort V\ ayne. On Ma 30 h v ·o 

bcrs of the Deac ness Hospital Board at 
a r Dam met with the board of directors of 

he Deaconess Association, to discuss the build
g of an annex to the hospital. The Prcsiden 
our Association, Pastor Ph. Wambsganss and 

is wife celebrated their golden wedding on 
une 7th. 

ive ears ago, a class of five was consecrat
at Fort Wayne, on June 30th. The Deaconess 
nference met in Concordia College, Fort 
ayne, Ind., July 1-3. 

ZENANA WORK IN INDIA 

d " " wor zenana means women's apart-
t or harem. Mohammedan and high caste 
du women have their own rooms and often 
r own houses to which no man, except the 

~U..::l•UCl~!u;:,. sons and brothers of these women have 
Other women are always welcome in 

e zenanas because the Indian woman even 
ough secluded and in most cases ignorant is 

r to hear news and gossip. My Biblewomen 
d I have never been refused access to the 

e_nanas. Even the husbands were glad for their 
ves to have a little diversion, and as there 
gen~rally a few sick people in each home 
advice regarding the proper care of the sick 
_eagerly sought and treatment immediately 

:1ed out. Our personal interest in them and 
1r work and welfare is always appreciated 
them. Information about ourselves and of 
home life, parents, etc., is always solicited 
out of sheer gratitude they finally settle 

and listen with attention to the story and 
message we have to tell them of Christ our 
·our. 

Before the zenana worker is able to go out in
o t~e villages and work amongst the women of 

she must study one of the seventy-eight 
languages and should be able to under

d several of the two hundred and twenty-
_.,.:_, __ ..L_ _ .r'\ __ _ - - --- -..l! .!-+---~·..,,. 1 'I•'"'H'T11 tt.O 

The hut of the a\' rage un ouchable is built of 
mud cov red with a thatched roof. During b 
mon_soon it frequently happens hat a oor 
family s home collapses. Int rior decorating i 
an unknown art. Chri ians may have a f v ic
tures of t~e _Sunday School 1 afl s gi · n h m 
by th~ m1s~10nary. The h a h n if th y ha 'C 
anything display a few pic ur s of their idol . 
In many h a th n homes one s s a famil al ar 
~n one_ corn_er of the hou e. Large earth n po 
In wh1ch nee groundnuts tamarind and o h r 
foodstuffs ar stor d occupy the space on on 
side of th house. A lo v ear hen s o e. fu .. 
and a grinding s one are usuall • found in c 
house but if it is oo small the Indian hous -
wife does h r work ou side. An x ra suppl · o 
clothing iss ored awa in a tin sui case also ·h 
jewels which every Indian voman mus po · 
sess. 

The houses of the high caste people are m rc 
pretentious. The are one-story brick buil i 
covered with a tile roof. Buil in a squar wt · 
a large court in the cen er the have from o r 
to eight rooms which are occupied b l e r
ents and the children and their famili s. T · 
household articles of he caste people ar l · · 
those of the outcas e. Their clothing and j \. 
are far more costly and one may even "i. d 
chair and an alarm clock in such a home. 

It is in to such homes as 
n.:::an!l UJI"Vr\r~..- "''""'~ J.....~- "0:1-1- -



rais d floor of he veranda in h ... 
011 he dial in front of h h_ous. b.-
rooms are dark and he v n 1la 10n 1s 

a g eral con\ crsa ion abou h lth. 
children \Ve ar asked wha ,. ar 
our hands. This gives us h de sir d 
e h n sho v the large Concordia 

u and tell the stori s and xplain 
gh·e rae s to thos ~·ho ar _able ~ 

finally displa a k en 1nt r 1n th 1r 
nd form of worship, thus gaining an 

i to sho\v th differ nee bel \'e n the 
g. God and th ir dead idols who ha\ e 
car not and eyes but se not, ho are 

th hand . We point out to th m that 
m d v r thing while their gods 
by man. 

eople truly bow down to wood and 
ay this stone be plain or carved or 
until it has the form of a monk y 
becomes Haneman, the monkey god 

fields and crops. Culti a ors pray 
d put his image in their fields. Wher2 
goes in India? in the fields ?r on the 
one sees shnnes. (te% ·es. Jp·u trees 

; o ages pr stpmes imder t.je trees amd 
s.) Each family has its own god and 
him. If the family is wealthy, a large 
small shrine may be erected near the 
somewhere in the village or field. If 

is poor, a small image or even a pl_ain 
answer the purpose. The stone or rm-

be garlanded with flowers. Here the 
offered. Here the poor benighted pea

their petitions and here they gi_v\:: 
blessings. Not only does each fam1ly 

caste have its god but there is also _a 
duty it is to protect the villag~s. H1s 

ar. He sends his representatives to 
and it is his duty to _ride around the 

very night and drive away evil spii~ts. 
ses are placed near the villages _which 

case an accident happens to h1s own 
olumes could be written about the Hin
but let this suffice. 

all now accompany us to the homes of 
ians. This is a more pleasant task 

so depressing, for these people know 
viour. Our Christians are a cheerful, 

and we enjoy being with them. 

our work is among the outcasts or un
. Christianity brings release from the 

ty-complex that results from servitude, 
· ortiy of these people are servants of 

caste people who pay such low w~ges
pay consists in clothing and nee -

poor outcaste may never hope to be
ependent. 

a woman announces her intention to 
a Christian we visit her and her family. 
them the main points of our doctrine 

at it means to become a 'Christian. If she 

When w have finishr.:.d in ructing he pu
:r:ils we visit he hom of t~ose \ ho are alre~d 
Christians and r vi w por wns of h ca ech1 m 
and the Bible stories. V rv o ge a group of 
Christian women together ei her a one of the 
houses or at the school. This s imula es h ir 
int rest and sam li ely discussion of en fol
low or some articular doc rin is discussed 
and explained or one of he group had difficul
ty understanding a par of he ser~o~ and ask
ed to have it made clear. Th maJon y of our 
Christian women work in he fields or in he 
homes of \ ealthier people bu hey do not neg
lect their homes and above all they see that 
their children attend the parochial school. e 
hav<l Christian schools in all the villages in 
which we work. 

Our Biblewomen are Christian women who 
have attended our Chris ian schools vhose 
character is good and whose conduc in the 
villages is above reproach for they are e~pec -
ed to gain and to hold the respect of he h~ghe~t 
caste heathen. ery often more a entwn 1s 
paid to the example of the Biblewoman than to 
her words. 

A candidate for Biblewoman work must ha e 
finished the 8th grade in our Chris ian day _____, __ 



I 

school. She is then expected to at end the 
Biblewoman s Institute which we conduc 
e , r) y ar for two weeks. Then she is permi -

d to accompany an older Bible\ oman and he 
i zenana worker on their visits to the illages. 
After a few months she may also speak o the 
heathen women, but ne er alone always in the 
company of the older Bible\\'Oman or he ze
nana worker who can help out if necessar;. If in 
the follo\ ing year she passes the examina ion 
held at th end of the institute she will be term-
d a half-tjme Biblewoman. This entitles her to 

half-time salary although she works full time 
and is expected to do more difficult work. And 
finally, after the third examination is passed she 
becomes a full-time worker with full salary and 
now much is expected of her. This does not nd 
her studies however. She must attend he an
nual Biblewomen s Ihstitutes and one n10rning 
every week is set aside for class work when a 
missionary and the native pastor lead them 
deeper and deeper into the mysteries of God, and 

DEACONESSES ACCORDIXG TOT In TATI 

Lutheran General Hospital, Alamo a, Colorado: 
Noess, Lulu, R. N., Supt. 

Lutheran Deaconess Hospital, Beaver Dam, Wis.: 
Poetter, Frieda. 
Pfund, Mathilda. 
Pohlmann, Bertha. 
Schumann, Alma. 

Lutheran Hospital, Beatrice, Nebraska: 
Dienst, Clara, R. N. 

Bethesda Lutheran Home, Watertown, Wisconsin: 
Heck, Erna, Matron. 
Gieschen, Margaret. 
Hecht, Minnie. 
Moehlenbrock, Louise. 
Sechel, Christine. 
Schmidt, Martha. 
Theilmann, Martha. 
W ehrenbrech t Emma. 

Lutheran Industrial School, Addison, Illinois: 
Nanke, Henrietta. 
Strehlow, Clara. 

Lutheran Orphans' Home, Addison, Illinois: 
Lutz, Lydia, Matron. 
Boss, Martha, R. N. 
Fish, Margaret. 
Mueller, Salome. 

Lu~heran Orphans' Home, 3310 E. Washingt(}n St., In
dianapolis, Indiana: 

Beach, Ruth . 
Bemarkt, Thelma. 
Leader, Cora. 

Bethlehem Orphans' Home, 375 Fingerboard Rd., Ft. 
Wadsworth, Staten Island, N. Y.: 

Bartsch, Erna. 
Bethlehem Orphans' Home, 5413 N. Peters St., New Or

leans, La. 
Stolte, Ida. 

Ev. Lutheran Institute for the Deaf, 6861 Nevada Ave., 
E., Detroit, Mich.: 

Vierck, Annchen, Matron. 
Bliefnick, Margaret (Temp.: Lutheran Sanitarium, 

Wheat Ridge, Colo.) 
Bliefnick, Marie. 
Hartos, Marie. 
Klitzing, Alice, R. N. 
Twenh:=tfPl M~riP 

Lutheran Old Fol ' H me, 
Herzberg, lartha, 1\latron. 

Aug burg Hom for :-phan and the Aged, Cam 
Rd., Pike ille, 1 Id.: 

Hilk n, Clara. 
Lutheran Itenheim, 8721 Hall F rry Dr., 

Spencer, Margaret, R. N. 
Chicago Lutheran 'it ' .. li i n, 2535 • ~. er 
ca.go, Illinoi : 

Bremermann, Frieda. 
t. Louis Lutheran ity lUi ion 4271 B te 

l\lo.: 
Storck, Florence. 

Valparai o niver ity, Valparai o, Indiana: 
Martin, Freda, R. N. 

St. l\laHh w' Pari h, 421 \V. 145th t., ... ew 
Buegel, Hulda, R. N. 

Im.manu 1 Pari h, 1-2 ·.88th t., w York, N.Y.: 
Eber, Martha R. 

Foreign 1\-li ion: india: 
Doctor, Amelia, R. <On furlough: 1652 Fillmore S 

Denver Colo.) 
Rathke, Lou1se, Bethesda Lutheran Hospital, Ambur. 

N. Arcot Dist., S. India. 
Africa.: 

Kluck, Helen, R. N. (On furlough: 6115 So .• Ionitor 
Ave., Chicago, Ill.) 

Rapier, Christine, Nung Udoe. Uyo Post Office. Cal bar 
Province, Nigeria, West Africa. 

On Lea,-e of Ab ence, Vacation, or \Vaitin,.. for a C II: 
Hogan, Gertrude, R. N. Cook County Hospi al. Chi· 

cago, Ill. 
Johnson, Alverda, 410 Railroad St., Dundee, Ill. 
Johnson, MathHaa, R. N .. 3217 Barrett St .. St. Loui . I 
Neuendorf, Irene, 132 \V. Lincoln St.. Altamont, Ill. 
Rixe, Leone, Grace ille, Minnesota. 
Schmidt, Johanna, Valva, N. Dak. 
Schrader, Anna, 1215 Corona St., Denver, Colo. 
Witte, Oneida, R. .. Evangelical Hospital, 54:!1 

:i\llorgan St., Chicago, Ill. 
Deaconess Home, 2916 Fairfield A e., Ft. Wayne, Jnd. 

Behlke, Elizabeth. 
Laesch, Katherine. 
Nichols, Ruth. 
Thorsness_ HPnri.:>H<> n.~~:-- .., _ 
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