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Teaching Ethics at Law Schools

The thesis focuses on the importance and need for teaching ethics at law schools. The
basic thesis of this text is that ethics should be one of the most important subjects in law
schools. To support this thesis, three key questions are explored: why teach ethics in law
schools, what to teach in teaching ethics, and how exactly to teach ethics. The thesis employs
an analysis of psychological studies, a search of relevant literature, particularly foreign
sources, and, in places, a comparative analysis of the state of ethics teaching in the United
States with the state of ethics teaching in the Czech Republic. As a result, the basic thesis is
defended and a general frame of reference is provided that can be used for the further
evolution of legal education. The thesis also opens the space for further discussion on the
necessity of changes in the education of future lawyers and offers a direction in which this
teaching could be directed, including the integration of modern didactic methods.

The thesis is structured in such a way that it proceeds in an explanatory way from the
abstract to the concrete. At the same time, each chapter lays the foundation for understanding
the next. In the first chapter, the thesis provides a general definitional background. It explains
in detail what morality is, what ethics is, what the relationship between law and morality is, or
what legal ethics is.

After explaining these definitional backgrounds, the thesis continues with a chapter
where it presents arguments on the question of why ethics should be taught in law schools in
the first place. In it, it discusses a wide range of sources, from psychological studies to the
historical circumstances of the development of the teaching of ethics in law schools in the
United States.

In Chapter Three, the thesis moves on to a specific analysis of the instructional goals
and didactic practices for teaching ethics in law schools. In this chapter, the thesis draws on
the findings of various studies in the field of developmental psychology as well as the
personal experiences of world leaders in the field of teaching ethics in law schools. Attention
is also given to whether and, if so, how to measure students' progress in ethical sensitivity and

the development of their professional ethical identity.
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