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Introduction 

The object of my thesis is to study .KBnig

liche Hoheit and throu~h it come to a knowledge 

of the personality and character of the writer. 

In the first chapter I h ve discussed his life 

and his orks and the second, third an fourth 

chapters are devoted to a stud of the" ~nig

liche Hoheit". My intention is first to give 

the content of the novel an then follow it up 

by a criticism of character~ and in this the 

re d~r can obtain a clear notion of the attri

butes of Mann's .writings as ell as his under

standing of human emotions. the last chapter 

has been devoted to a scientific analysis and 

criticism of the novel with the view of estab

lishing it a place in the literar world. 
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Thomae ~ann and His ~orks 

homas ann, the lobel ~rize inner of 1929, is one 

of our fe outstan ing living writers. He was born in a 

town in forthern Germany, Lftbeck, on June 6, 1875. His 

father, a merchant, s of.German descent while his mo-

ther . was a Eortuguese lady. This mixture of northern 

and southern blood did not harmonize favorably. Erom 

his father Mann inherited a sense of cold realism, while 

his mother gave him a sense of romanticism and beauty. 

he two tendencies in 1 · nn are in continual couflict ith 

each other throughout his whole life. Otto ·Lessing says 

of him, 

"And besides being placed in the equivoc 1 position 
bet een two XciCes, :ann, through his creative in
stinct, feels isolated from the masses , experiences 
the cold loneliness of the observing artist whose 
heart yearns for a naive intercourse with his fel
lormen. He knows of the romantic quest for a land 
of be uty where all dreams are fulfilled. He . knows 
of the imaginative minds paralyzing isappointment, 
seeing reality always remain behind his expectations. 0 1 

1. Otto Lessing, Masters in Modern German Literature, p. 183. 

The conflict in :rv·ann is of great im ortance for this very 

controversy becomes the theme of most of his novels. 

Practically all estim ble critics re~dily detect the pre

occupation o·f this author for hi sameness of theme, the 

conflict between the rtist and the re list. Brester and 

Burrell rite, 

n The reason of n.n' s sameness of theme, lies s one 
woul expect, in his own her dity and his deep sea~
ed inner conflict. His £ather was a Germ~n merch~nt 



of fine old traditions; his mother a ortuguese wo
man. The t o strains in h is inheritance did ·not 
blend readil~. ~he world of art, thought and music 
is his world; but h is artistry is often troubled 
with a sense of his own feebleness in that world of 
practical balanced sane activity.n ll 

2. Brewster and Burrell, dvanture or Experience, p. 67. 

While it is. generall;r agreed upon that ann was more the 

artist, how ever he as not lacking in a sen e of duty. 

aoul Auerheimer upon greeting him at a lecture in Vien

na termed him the most responsible · of living artists. 

he pereonali ty of Mann,_ evidenced through his. writ

ings is that of a kindly, very amia ble and pleasi g gen

tleman. Ludwig Lewisohn who kne him personally ' lso 

describes him as, 

"A ·quiet and refined t,/ pe, with a na.rrow dark head 
with hair •conventionally parted on the left, clip
ped but not tooclose, clipped bl~ck mustache. Yet 
in his simple appearance and demeanor there is nev
er moment's stressing of the note of simplicity. 
He is neither eager for praise nor i mpatient ~fit, 
nor unkin ly toward the a ulation of fools; but 
thoughtful, meas Qr ed, clam, smoking his cig~r, ex
changing the necessar J c o onpl~ce · of the dinner 
table vithout eagerness but ithout condescens ion. 

s premely kind and e~rnest m n, utterly untempted 
either to make kindness ore rnestness or stylistic 
stringency the notes of his personality. m~n 
'all wool' as incapable of handing out shoddi in 
the high matters of hi tr~de, as his merchant an
cestors of Lftbeck were of measuring with fal s e 
measures. 11 ~ . 

3. illiam Drake, Contemporary . uropean P• 53. 

Thomas ~:ann wrote sever 1 autobiographies. hey are 

Im Spiegel, inderspiele and ~fisaer ' ohlaf. o here can 

we receive more authentic data of the childhood of this 
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man than from th· t written by on pen. rom the short 

essay, Kinderspiele , we see that Mann's earl life Wc..S 

a happy one. His f ther being a business m'n was able 

to provide hi son ith may exotic playtoJs and Thomas 

was very att ched to them. to~ horse hich he re-

ceived as~ gift, h became particularly attached to, 

not, as he himself s·ys because of an fancJ for knight -

hood but bec'use the toy itself was odd. 'his horse . ap-

pealed to him so because, as he saJs , its tisfied his 

keen imagination. 

"Ich darf sagen, ioh bedurfte zum piel en des p_pa
ratus nichts, sondern w~r mir mit stiller G nugtuung 
der unabh~ngigen Kraft meiner Ph ntasie bewuszt, 
die niohts mir r uben konnte." 4 

4. Thomas Mann , ede und ntwort, p. 390. 

3 

M nn's early youth was not unusual . He attended the 

gymnasium. However , of this period of his life he_ says, 

"Ich habe eine dunkle und schimpfliche Vergangenhei t '!n 5 

5. Ibid., P• 38 • 

Of his school days he speaks most disp ragingl. _e en

countered difficulty with his teachers for as he writes , 

hews lazy and not academically inclined, 

"Erstens bin ich ein verkommener G· mnasiast. Ucht 
dasz ich durchs biturientenex men gefallen w~re,-
es w~re ufschneiderei, wollte ich da behaupten. 
ondern ich bin fiberhaupt nicht bis Prima gelangt; 

ich war in Secunda so alt wie der esterwald. 
Faul, vers-tockt und voll liederlichen Hohns fiber 
das Ganze, verhaszt bei den Lehrern der altehr
wfirdigen Anstalt, ausgezeich~eten ~ nner~, die mir~
mit vollem echt, in voller bereinstimmung mit al-



ler Erfahrung, aller ahrecheinlichkeit--den siohe
ren Untergang pro:phez ei ten. n 6 

6. Ibid., P• 383. 

After attending the gymnasium Mann continued◄ his 

training and education at a military academy. Here he 

became well acquainted with military life of which later 

·in life he writes much. After this training he went to 

Munich. It w s during his s ·tay in Munich that .Lann re

ceived news of the death of his father. At this time 

he was employed in a fire prevention bureau. ann 1 s 

leisure time was spent in writing and while here he com

pleted several love lyrics which were published. These 

were his first published works. From 1unich he ant to 

Rome. Here he vagabonded about, now dnd then spending 

some time in writing. f the stay in Rome he writes, 

"Ich verbrachte meine ~age mit Schreiben und d_er Ver
_ teilung jenes Lesestoffes, den man den belletris
tischen nennt und dem ein anst~ndiger Mensch 
hBohstens zur Zerstreuung in seinen uszestunden 
sich zuwendet,--und meine bende bei Punsch und 
Dominospiel. ". 7 

7. Ibid., P• 384. 

From Rome l ann returned to Munich. Here he entered into 

military service but he had no phJsical endurance. Soon 

he found employment as an associate editor of the " ~ im

:pliciss imus". hile editor he became acquainted with an 

attractive dau ter of a professor whom he married. 

an.n's literary career began to find its way. _ Very soon 

he as being known as a riter and was heralded wherever 



he ent. In the meantime he continued his atudie and 

received the degre of Doctor of Philosophy at the Univer

sity o:f Bonn. 

Besides ann'a keen interest in literature and rit-

ing he also engaged his attention in politic • cannot . 

oall Mann a radical for altho h he was an an rchist hie 

attitudes toward th German kingdom ere edative and 

constructive. He as a epublica.n Conserv~tist. ann 

lived _in Germany during the ar an~ he a the miser ble 

a.nd pitiable condition of hi native people. The poorer 

ol sea ere al.most starved and no ai could be obtaine 

for th.e German government as lao in financial distress. 

It gre out o:f this event th t a.nn became oci lit. 

He believed th t socialistic government ould ffect 

the greatest good to the greate t number. ile soci 1-

iatic eli fa are popul rly ttributed to th common po

ple, ann ho ever maintains in hi a ay, Kul u und 

ozi 11 mu.a, th t ther can and is harm ny between so·

oialism nd culture for h mint ins cultu~e and civili

z tion e cont ined in the bel·ef in oci 11am. 

homas ann1 a literary career 'offici lly began' 

with th publication of hie first novel, ie Entt uachung, 

in 1896. his novel hil it 1 not receive much tten

tion ia of real literary value. It ev lvea bout the 

insufferable boredom of a globetrotter . Mann choo ea e

motional aentimen for his themes . Of i nttauschung, 

Otto Le sing say, 

"Disappointment is a globetrotter' a confession of 

5 



his taedium vita~" 8 

8. Otto Lessing, op. cit., p. 183. 

Die Ent uschu.ng was follo ed by the short story, Der 

Kline Herr Friedemann, ritten in 189~. Dis ppointment 

again is the theme. he small gentleman Fri d.inan, who 

after he has accepted the separation from life hich hie 

eformity compels. learns to desire life again through 

the impact of an unworthy love and c nnot endure his die-

appointment~ He dies. 1th the publication of this tory 

Mann established himself i the literary orld. Lessing 

says of lt, 

11 uoh sympathetic, yet distant, humor gives the tr -
gic story of little Mr. Friedemann its peculiar 
charm hich ea tablis4ed the young author I a fame." 9 

9. Ibid., P• 184. 

· Thomas ann possesses humor, not the plebeian humor 

of our English riter Dickens with hom many critics com

pare him, but th reserved, fine, polished humor of a·n 

intellectual aristocrat ho can 1 ve men even hen they 

a.re beneath him. uch humor ia evidenced in his novel, 

Der B jazz. illiam rake sa e, 

Mann 

"The olo n's practical and ar ~ stic na tur s ar so 
strong in him that hi hol existence is recked by 
iecontent and 11 the enterprises foredoomed to 

failure. n 1 

op. cit., P• 184. 

eym:pathy i th the unfortunate clo n. hom he 

:presents aa a fantastic man :partly artist and ·partiy a

mateur. 

6 



Th first great novel hich .ann wrote as Budden

brooks, complet din 1900. The theme of this novel is 

typical naturalism. rnst ose says, 

"Thomas ann, der bedeutendste Romandichter, den 
Deut chland vor dem iege hervorbracht, behan
delt in aeinem "Buddenbrooks" ein typisch natur~lis
tisches ~hema, den durch Vererbung herbeige~Uhrten 
Verf 11 einer amilie, und dem Dichter stehen 
sllmtliche ittel impressionistiacher leinmalerei 
zu Gebote. 1 11 · 

11. nrnst , Deutsche Dichtung Unserer Zeit, p. 166. 

This novel is concerned with the problem of dee dance. 

he subject considered as a literarJ topic may be c lled 

a product of the end of the nin teenth century. It sho s 

the decay in a family through four generations. The 

Buddenbrooks is a symbolic stor✓ of arm's o ·n ancestry. 

ost of the stories of ~ann are autobiographical. He 

himself s s, 

'er 1st ~in Dichter? Der, dessen Leben symbolisch 
ist. In mir lebt der Gl ube, dasz ich mur von mir 
zu rz hlen bra~che, um uch der Zeit, der llge
meinh it ie Zunge zu ls n, und ohne diesen Glau
ben kBnnte ich mich der \ihen des roduzierens 
ents-chl gen. n 12 · 

12. Thomas, ann, ede und t ort, p. 47. 

ile many critics term [ann a 1 uropean writer, he re

fut s their opinion an s s t his novel is not of the 

atand~rd 1 urope n type. He claims it is a German piece 

of liter ture through nd through. German in its con

tent and careful workm nship of det~ils, 

"Der Romanist deutach vor allem im for~ len inn. 
~ s (Buddenbrooks) ist geworden, nicht gemacht, ge
waohsen, n~cht geformt und eben dadurch unftber-
setzbar deutsch. ben daduroh ht es die- or-

'I 



ganische ftlle, d~e das typisoh franzeeische Buch 
nicht hat. Ee 1st kein eb run sziges Kunetwerk son
dern Leben. e ist Gotik, nioht Renaissance." 13 

13. Thoma Mann, Betrachtu.ngen einea Unpolitiechene, p. 58. 

The story of the Buddenbrook opens ith the life of 

Joha.nn Buddenbrook senior and his wife, 

are children of the eighteenth century. 

toinette. They 

he :f'.amily is 

well-to-do and belong to ,group of prominent patricians 

enjoying an unquestioned and general esteem. It was a 

period wh n the success of a bu.ainess house still de-

pended on the industry and f£iciency of it orker~ it 

as an era hen speculation was considered ignoble. 

Johann Buddenbrook Jr. i a tern and more sober man. 

In religion he turned from rationalism to protestantism. 

Business under him is normal but there is not a.ny expan-

sion. h firm under Consul Buddenbrook is still int ct. 

8 

The Consul ho ever achieves omething in hie life. · In 1848, 

the turbulent year of e .alution, he restore the ex-

cited popul~tion to or er. here does come ome misfor-

tune in his life. His daughter Arltonie marries man who 

turns out ·to be a aw ndler. Her do ry, is aeted and her 

divorce iar a di grace. 

he son of Consul Buddenbrook has an energetic vie 

of life. He has a. stimulating personality, is intelli

gent and is esteemed. Under him business flourishes and 

a happ marrd..ag with Gerda., a ealthy heir as, bring 

more splendor into hi life. He has a eon. 



Antonie remarries ·and her econd venture is equally 

as ·die&ppointing. Because of a second loss of dowry 

Thomae is induced to speculate_. He gambles nd fails. 

Now he beoomee rigidly conservative. He i tired, rest~ 

lees and nervous. 

Thomas' son, Hanno, is a. sickly and dreamyi boy. He 

inherited from his mother a musical talent but his weak 

body as not able to endure the deep emotions of hie _a.rt. 

Thomae becomes isol ted and lonely. Gerda's love is di

rected elsewhere. fow father and son have one thing in 

common. Both are suffering. 

D pressed a.nd or fro excess work, homas has a 

piti ble end. He breaks down in~the street. Thomas, 

kno ing of Hanno's incapacity to carry on the bu ine a, 

order th firm to be dis ol~ed. Hanno dies very young. 

he ·Budderibrooks no ar nothing but 

Of this nov l Drake a y, 

race of the past. 

14. 

nrt i ccurate ·and co prehenaive, and it histori-
cal value i unique. d beyond this meticulous-
ness of detail, ·thi recogniz ble crupulou ness 
of the hole picture i th activity of a firm, 
mellow, slightly ironical re olutely truthful 
literary talent of the first order." 14 

cit,, P• 54. 

Zinnecker says of this book, 

"Thomae Mann was mor eager to ~achieve fidelity to 
life than to follo an artificial pattern. And 
still th r i supreme craftsmanship in composition, 

form o~~omposition hich in some of its ele
ments, reminds us of the gneria.n tetralogy, in 
hich the many part and ch racters are woven to

get er by leitmotif use of words. n 16 · 

9 



15. -Zinnecker, K~niglich Hoheit, p. 9. 

Otto Leasing in giving us a criticism of the book st tea, 

'It is mature in thought and t chnique. The oompoai
tion is refrB ingly simple and str ightforward. h 
action unromantic though it be. is never tiresome. 
Monotony is gu rded against not by sensation l epi
sodes, but by an intim te aooount of the lives re
acting upon the life of the m in body." ~6 

16. Otto Lessing, op. cit., P• 190. 

Thie masterpiece of Mann a soon followed by a number of 

other novel also of grea literary value, ho ever not 

as philosophic and ignificant. Tri tan, novel, was 

published in 1902. The poet hero, Detlev pinell, is pre-

sented a a soci lly m 1 djusted char cter. commoner by 

birth and a poet by prof eas1on. The t o· elements are in 

conflict and th r is no reconciliation. Spinell, who is 

tot lly unable to cope ith realitie , spends his days in 

a sanatorium. Of the theme of ,Tri tan, Zinnecker says , 

"In thi novella, ritten, to be sure in a very strong 
tone of self-irony, the theme of decadence i given 
an extremely romantic ·emph si ; for to the poet 
Spinell, beauty blossoms in decay." 17 

11. Zinnecker, op, cit., p.9. 

hortly after the ·public tion of Tri tan, he publi hed the 

novel, onio Kr~ger; the hero in the novel, is symbolic of 

Thomas Mann . Tonio is the off pring of om nc and German 

arent. •ven hi n e represents his origin, the Latin, 

Tonio, and the,. German , Kr ger, Zinnecker s y , 

"Toni is consciou of his o n problem, hich is the 
conflict bet en his burgher origin and his liter-

10 



ry ctivitie, and he attributes the dualism oi hi 
existence directly to the mixtur in hi blood." 18 

18. Ibid., P• ·10. 

In 1904, ~homas ann deviated slightly from his us-

u l type of riting. He roe ~1orenz , 

v 1. Of thi novel tto Lessing rites, 

dram ic no-

1 In the splendid ren issanc -drama, Fiorenza , Loren
zo e ici, the p tron of art and lover of beauty- is 
contra ted 1th the ascetic priest Girolamo. 11 19 

19. ot·to Lessing, op. cit., p. 186.· 

en the dra.ma was presented t the 1unich eaidenz th 

ter, it as enacted as though -it were nti-Catholic in 

sentiment. ihi aroused consider lile consternation. he 

false impression gre out of an erroneous interpretation. 

1a.nn as omewhat perturbed over this, for although he 

hima_el:f' wa~ not Catholic, ho ever he is in sympathy with 

Christian idea. Mann in ritin to a Catholic pri'est s 

ttDer Ver:fasser er ezension glaubte nH.mlich, in . 
meinem Ge icht ein antikatholisches, ja antichris
tliches endenzetfick erblicken zu mftasen, u.nd aus 
die er u:ffassung erga ich naturg az ie ab-
1 hnend Ha.ltung, di er der ichtung gegen ber 
einnahm. Sein iszverst ndni hat mich betr bt 
und entt uscht,---auch entt!u cht, denn, o~leich 
ich nicht tholik bin, hatte ich 1 tillen g -
hofft, daez mein tack einer von christlichem Geist 
beseelten itik llerlei ympathisches er zu 
sagen haben.rr ZO 

Mann , ede und .An two rt, P• 384. 

Th e88 y, Ver uch ber d r he ter, 1929, has sev-

eral individu 1 opinions cont ined in it. 1riting of 

the the tre, Manns 

ll 



"Ee 1st ein Gebiet· ft1.r eich, eine elt f1lr eich, eine 
fremde elt: die Dichtung 1st dort nicht eigentlich 
zu Hause, auch die dramatieche nicht, ie ir eie 
verstehen, --daa 1st main Eindruck ." 21 

21. Ibid., P• 18. 

Mann in this essay leo makes the daring st tement that 

the theatr, i.e., the legitim te tage, cannot be calla 

literary. 

' ber das heater 1st nioht die Li eratur (ob ohl ein 
grosser Teil d s Publikuma un der Kritiker das 
.glaubt). Das Theater ma.cht ZugestD.ndnisse an die 
litera.tur. ea hat den Ehrgeiz, eich ihrer bis eilen 
anzunehmen. ber da he ter hat die Literatu.r nicht 
nitig ,. ea kt)nnte off en bar ohne sie bestehen." ~2 

22. Ibid., P• 18. 

his essay was follo d by the novel, Der Tod in 

Venedig, given out for public tion in 1911. It is cl imed 

by critics as stylistic 11 one of the most beautiful of 

his ·toriee. It contain the original them of decadence. 

The hero, Gust v von chenbach, is poet of humble ori-

gin. Of the hero, Zinnecker say, 

"Gustav von chenbaah the lonely arti t longing for 
life, cokme in conflict ith the seductive vision of 
beauty, in the form of a temptation of classical and 
romantic, but very nonbourgeois character from hich 
he ie saved by a death hich he cannot a.nd ill not 
flee." 23 

23. Zinneck r, op. cit., ·p. 12. 

Dr&ke awns up his criticism of the story by saying, 

n It is an extr ordin ry, eingularly beauti:ful study 
of emotio l du liem." 24 . 

l 



24. illiam Dr ke, op. cit., p. 56. 

In 1924, homaa &nn rote er Z uberberg hiEWis 

reputed by some critics to be his greatest ork. Dr ke 

rit a of it, 

11 Nor is it in less measure the outstanding excellence 
of Der Zauberberg, in hich fter a long· interval of 
pamphleteering, Thomas ann resume his dignitie a 

novelist in the classic tradition ••••• he fir t im
pression is one of dullness; but on second reading, 
this impression of m~notony gives place to one of 
~el choly beauty. 11 o 

2·5J. Ibi • • P• 57. 

Der Zauberberg is pre entation of contemporary society, 

' as observed in its teased oul. Hana Castrop, ho is 

consumptive,goee to mountain sanatorium. He has a 

cousin there. The two discuss the pro lem of life and 

phil~soph~~ Joachim longing for action, against all ad

vice goes out into the orld f reality and returns to 

the Z ub rberg only tq die. Drake in riting on the dis

cu sion carried on at the sanatorium says, 

Italian Li eral, Jei turned Jesuit but rem in
ing mystic 1 and bsolutist, the psychoan lyet 

owaky, th t honest phy ician Behren, th st-
iefie d earthy eeperkorn, nd other, bring 

riou points of vie to the iscuseion that end 
no here. hey discuss ever -thing in he ven and 
earth and ince it i their

2
gnly occup tioh, they 

do so uperlatively ell." 

26. illiam Dra.ke 9 op. cit., p. 58. 

er Z uberberg i · deep readingr and .to one ho is not 

-ph11·osophica.lly min ed it is not ad via a bl • innecker 

13 



ay of it, 

"It is pictur in miniature of the decadent our
geois aivilization of antebellum rope. In an at
moapher of physical d c flourish al o the var
ious specie of uropea.n int llectualiem: cientif~c. 
pa chological, psycho l tic l, mystic nd philo-

ophic l.' 27 

21. Zinnecker, op. cit., p. 14. 

Ernst o es ya of Dr Z uberberg, 

28. 

dern 

" er z uberberg 1est die ge mte eµrop isch Zivili
sation in achene Ge pr!che uf." 2H 

rnst OS t op. cit., P• 176. 

a.nn is the most outstanding novelist of mo-

Germ He ha given the literary .. orld ome fin 

pieces of ork, not onl from a tylistic point of vie 

but 1 o bee u of th philo ophic content of hi rit-

inga. Zi ecker confer upon him together 1th Gerhart 

Raup ·mann the honor of being the bet modern German Con-

po er. 

"In pite of ' homas Mann's own modest disavowal of 
the honor as far . a his own per on is concerned, 
the o mot repre nta i e riters of modern Ger
man till re in the dr tist and novelist, 
G rhart Hauptm nn nd the noveli t and ess ist, 
Thomas [ann ••••• h o riter, both recipients of 
the iobel prize for literature are looked up t , in 
Germ ny as 11 as in the out id orld 

2
the be 

in mod·ern German thought and literature.' 9 

29 .• Zinnecker. op. cit., p.22. 

Critias peak very favorabl of Mann. He is intellectual. 

ile h books a e de p psyohological backgrounds. ho -

ever he rites simply hich makes his writings ·very com- · 

14 



prehensive. Mann interweaves the psychological and emo

tional element superbly. 

11 0ne of the characteri tics which ann share with 
the greatest novelist is his exceptional capacity 
for ~n emotional understanding of dissimalar char-
cteriatice Despite the objeativit of styly and 

the precise impartiality of his point of vie• the 
simple element of httmanity is so warm ithin hie 
consciousness th the achi ves the rare miracle 

. of rendering
0 

crupulous psychology as a living in
strument."~ 

30. illiam Drake, . op. cit., p. 55. 

oat of the famous authors at one time of another in 

their life upheld the tenets .of scepticism. Ho ever, 

there often h s been diaharmoey mong their beliefs. 

Lessing gives to ]ann the credit Qf conquering the dis

harmony of thi 1 philosophical tenet. 

nMa.nn's consumate art a.nd no . less his ·ersonal self 
.command, discretion and wis · om entitl us to great 

pectations for the future. He has not been ea-
· tra.!lged from collective life by his consciousness 
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of individual isolation, by his romantic longing for 
an ideal. Like ·G rmany's two greatest novelists be
fore him, Goethe and Keller, he had conquered the dis
harmony of s cepticism by r~aliz~ng the red eming 
power of oci l ervice." ~l 

31. Otto Lessing, op. cit., p. 196. 

Ernst oae be ides terming a.nn a naturalist main-

t ins he oan also on the other hand be called a e roman

ticist. For in his language he continually repeats words 

the same as agner did in hie music. But not alone be

cause of hie language but also because of his themes e 

may term ann e romanticist. His leading char cters 

are having continual but unsuccessful combats with con-



ventiona. 

"Freilich ersoheint ann in anderer Beleuchtung wie
~der ganz .als N uromantiker; denn seine bevorzugten 
Halden sind geni' le inzelne, die mit den }.1l1chten 
der Konvention einen hoffnungslosen ~ampf k mpfen, 
und in seiner prache nimmt sich .[ nn den leit
motivischen tildes Romantikers agner zum Vorbild 
und erstr~bt einen schBnen langsamen Flusz des 
Satzes." ~2 · 

32. rnst Rose , op. cit., p. 166. 

Dr. alther ehm gives a very interesting and favor

able ori ticism of J.-1:ann ' s art of wrtting. 

" ie seine el t und Lebensa.nschauung und seine Ge
stal ten, so ist uch anns unst der Form und der 

rza.hlung, eain Stil, aus einer 'ntsagung, aus Zucht 
geboren; scharf und klar, analytisch genau paycholo
gisoh zergliedernd, durohaus eben impressionistisch, 
beobaohtend, treffend, umschreibend, ftberlegend, 
maszvoll und ruhi9-'.und doch immer zum Kern und esen 
des Problems verdringend. n 33 . 
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33. r. Walt er Rehm, Geechichte des deutschen Romans, p. 40. 

fter presenting the opinion of these well kno n cr.i tics 

I will venture to give my judgements. ~hom s ]ann's ap

peal is primarily to mat~re and sophisticated minds. His 

language is simple, cle' r, and very comprehensive, His 

choice of subject matter is broad and varied, it includes 

the political, soci 1, psychologic ' l and literary. Mann 

writes with ~oderation, calm reflection and careful ar

tistry. His riting is not fanciful, he is direct and 

to the point. s far as his etJle and diction are con-

cerned, I can onl speak favorably. His words are well 

chosen and throughout his narrations he had a tendency 

to repeat cert in ords for the effect. It places the 



reader under an emotional spell. Just as the works of 

our American riter hdgar llen Poe plac·e one under the 

motion of a e and onderment, so also do a a.nn place his 

reader under emotional spell, however with a.nn it is 

not so intense. 

Vhen students are sufficiently mature but not before, 

I would advise them, if thy s desire, to go into a 

thorough stud of Mann and his orks. lhile it is very 

possible for the undeveloped student to read and c pre

hand ann, however thy do not and cannot grasp the .deep 

philosophical background of his atorie. 

l 'l 



Ktsnigliche Hoheit -- Thomas ~ann 

The novei, KBnigliche Hoheit, is biographical in 

character. The life of Klaus Heinrich is related. ~he 

story opens with the birth of Klaus , the second sonof 

Albrecht III and his attractive wife Dorothea. This was -
an exciting ·event for the House of Grimmburg • . But dis

appointment came 1th it for the new-born bab was a 

cripple, his left arm and hand being deformed. Dr . Sam

met and Dr . Knobeladorff , the attending physicians, knew 

immediat~ly that his deformity was incurable. They in

formed the anxious father, upon being questioned, that 

. the bab could never be healed. lbrecht was so frus-

trated ith grief th t only time could heal the wound. 

Dr. Knobel dorff registered the birth of Kl us, but he 

did not disclose to the orld he deformity of the new

born heir. Dr . Knobelsdorff. was a very considerate ·and 

consoling old gentleman. ·/hile riding with lbrecht from 

the castle be encouraged him by telling him that one 

dred ye rs ago a gypsy had foretold that an heir to the 

Grimmburg house would be born, who ., would be more fortunate 

i th one hand than all his predessors with two. 

· 1ready we see with tAe opening of this story, Mann 

gives his hero an arm deformity so , s to resent him as 

maladjusted character. Mann has a tendency to present his 

le ding character in conflict with themselves or ith 

socie_ty. Kla.u , as e se later in the narrativ~, is in 
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conflict ith both. Kl·aus as extremely seneitiv . about 

this deformity and he could never quite overcome it 9 al

though he as trained in gracefully concealing it. 

fter the discus ion of the birth of rlau, ann 

goes n tor late the distressing economic con itione 

of the principality of lbrecht III. 1th one-million 

inhabltante there w s a debt f ix-million mark. The 

peo le ere in ire ne d of one who would bring good 

fortune uponthem. Kl us Heinrich wa~ destined to ef

fect this. In a further iscua ion of the horrible e

conomic conditions Mann rites th t the ton could not 

p~y its taxes, coal was scarce and there was little in

du try. mhe ca tle as the only seat of wealth and even 

this as neglected. It was n ceasary to -0hop don the 

beautiful large trees on the eatat for ood supply. 

ith· the service of house attendant being discontinu 

the ings of the c atle were neglected and actu ·11y be

came haunts for the mice and rats. The former genera

·tion of th ·Grimm.burg ere extravagant nd the present 

members had t endure the consequences~ 

To ho the reader that hie childhood was ver normal, 

ascribes a pr nk of l us 1th hi i ter Ditlinde . 

laua had no fear of darkness and rhenever it was possible 

he would go about explori.µ.g in the abandon d ings of 

the castle. His sister , Ditlind , to years younger th n 

he, also xperienced gre t delight in accompanying her 

brother on his expeditions. 
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he first part of ·Kijniglich Hoheit has no plot; not 

until the introduction of Imma Spoelmann does the novel 

begin to take action. In discus ing the school years of 

Klaus, ann introduc s a very si nificant character, Dr. 

berlein, who influences Kau greatly in his dolescent 

ye r. 

C ncerning earlier education. iiann writes th t Klaus 

tog ith Ditlinde as under the tutorage of adame 

from Switzerland and ister Dr5ge. -The two teach rs were 

amiable characters and both children beo me quite at-

tached t them. t th age of fifteen Klaus,· together 

1th five other noblemen's sane, attended school at the 

castle,~ aan ie. Her he studied for three ars in 

which a courtly training was· also included. .Ail tlie ped ,: 

gogists of 1 us retained deep respect for him and ere 
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very form l · towards him. Dr. berl>ein, one of his teachers, · 

however, dared to throw aside formalities and address d 

Klaus by his first name. He treated him (Klaus) as his 

equal and not as nobl man. He even laughed at him 

he rtily h n Klaus made mistake, 

Dr. berbein is introduced as another maladj.usted 

ch r cter 9 He waa an illegitimate child a.nd for this 

reason encountered difficult in society. laus became 

veri friendly with Dr. Uberbein. The to er often seen 

walking together. Oftentimes they would stop in at a 

oafe and over a glass oi lemonade they would discuss the 

po ere one could develop through misfortune. Both of these 



two individuals had mis.fortune fall upon them, but . they 

agreed that a strong ill po er could overcome it. 

he education of Klaus was continued ·by his attend

ance at Selecta, a gymnasium in the castle city. 

Klaus w s very dissat i f ied ith his lot in life. 

He was born of the nobility hich meant to him a life of 

formalism and unreality. He wanted very much to come in 

contact ith the world of actuality but he had one unfor

tunate . experience in his youth which, for a hile. changed 

hie attitude. Mann describes vill~e b 1 at hich 

Klaus met with 111 fate. Klaus attended the .eoci l func~ 

tion. 1th the permission of his father he danced with 

Fr ulein Unschlitt. He drank, 1 ughed and alked and at 

last seemed as one with the young people,· He was gay and 

for the while forgot completely ·of his high social and 

poli.tica.l p·osition or of his physical deformity. But 

this young crowd Gl.S d·ecei tful. t t elve o'clock Dr. 
n 
Uberbein came to call for ·Kl us. He found him sitting 

alone on a green plush sof, his clothes torn, a flo er 

stuck in his vest, · gold chain round his neck and on 

bis head he balanced a flask with a metal cover. And th 

dancers, intoxicated, danced ironically about him. Dr. 
n 
Uberbein ended this. It -was a.n extrem ly unhappy exper-

ience for Kl ua in the world of re lity. 

fter finishing his cademic life at th ymnasium, 

Klu entered a universi~y ith the intention of studying 

law. He, ho ver, had no further interest in eduction. 

He had very few friends at school and did not participate 
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in any: student ctivities. fter only a year at the 

un,versity, he was called home because 0£ the illness of 

his father. 

Dr. ammet was at the bedside of the dying Albrecht 

III. He tried valiantly to save his life but ithout 

uccess. fter the death of lbreoht the sickl eon Al

· brecht became head of the dynasty of the Hoµse of Grimm

burg. 

Beoaus of the !11 health of lbrecht, Klaus repre

sented him at alil. the political and social functions ·. 

Through his democracy he soon became o favored by the 

people that lbrecht entrusted him the titl of '~nigliche 

Hoheit.n 

The 1st event 

the Spoelmanna is 

hich leads to the introduction of 

family gathering at Ditlinde's caatl. 

During a. pleas t discussion Fr. ulein von Isenschni:ppe, 

. fri nd, came in and announced the coming of the Ameri

can illi ~air. Mister poelm nn, and his daughter to the 

Germ n principality. 

ith the introducti n of part to. the uthor takes 

up consid rable spac in giviJJg us a description of the 

arriv.al of the poelmanns t the German princip 11ty. 

Here h present some xo llent de cription, not by f nci

ful language but r th r by' a humorous and stimul ting ex

poai tion. he coming of the Spoelm nne as a very unpre

possessing one for wh t _they -represented. The antici,

pating crowd vas omewhat dis ppointed to find ister 
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poelmann a very common looking gentleman. He was · short 

and· was very cranky bee use of hi 1 ill health. He was 

accompanied by .his personal physician, Dr. aterclos. 

Imm Spoelm nn, the daughter, a diminutiv lady and 

very attractive. he waa accompanied by her companion 

a.nd guardi n, Countess Lewenjoui". 11 registered at the· 

hotel uellengarten and here they lived ver imply for 

one and a half months. 

h n nn gives biographical · sketch ·of amuel 

Spoelmann a.nd his f ther. The father began his life's 

occupation by buying a small stretch of land including 

a mine. In thiamine gold was ccidently di cov red 

and here as the origin of his wealth. He then went to 

outh Amerio and bought and oper ted other mines. In 

1850, he returned to , nnsylvania and invested heavily 

in railroad nd other mine. It as a successful bµsi

nes enterpris for out of one of hi ne 1 cquired 

landu an oil ell sp a.ng up. the death of the fath r 

hi asets wer evaluated at one billion dollars. 

amuel, th onlw son, inherited th vast fortun. 

ile ia father as in outh erica. he married an 

Indian girl. amuel poelm n being partly Indian as 

euperstitiou and supersensitive about his heritage. 

r he naturalistic tendency of ann can be evidenced in 

hi char cter, a.muel Spoelmann. B c use of amuel's 

ancestry he was continu 11 comb ting against conventions~ 

He as not accepted into the high society to hich h 
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really belonged and therefore isolated imself from any 

social contact whatsoever. 1uch unhappiness came to him 

through this. He lived a lonely, solitary life and his 

romantic nature found satisfaction only in the organ 

music and operas. 

ann is obsessed with the idea of presenting hie 
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l .eading characters as misfits. So far have observed that 

" . Klaua Heinrich, Dr. Uberbein and Samuel Spoelmann are in 

conflict 1th their environm nt brought about through 

heredity. 

fter six weeks the Spoelmanna made their sojourn in the 

south. thile there, House- Minister Von Knobeisdorff ef

fected the sale of Klaus' castle "Delfinenort". The cas-

tle together 1th vast and picturesque grounds ere sold. 

_. ister Spoelmann had the castle completely r.efur,~iab.ed 

and remodeled. ve ything was sumptuously arranged • . 

An electric organ was installed and elaborate decorations 

were introduced. The gardens were ver arti tically land

scaped. 

'KBnigliche Hoheit 1 is light reading for Mann does 

not hesitate her and there to bring in a humorous situa

tion. The first t1m·e Klaus saw Imm.a as a predicament of 

this ve y; sort. ne day a command was being read to the 

people from the balcony of the castle. cro d assempled 

about. Imm hastening to attend class at the university 

attempted to weave her iW~Y t-hrrough the m ea. .An officer 

informed her that this could not be done. Imma became 



very angry . he pu h d the officer aside and continued 

wending her way through the populace . laus , observing 

this procedure from a side windo , was very much amused . 

Imma poelmann had very cultured taste in her a-

musement . She found deligh in attending operas . Klaus , 

who was also a patron of the th atre , often sa Imma. at 

th a social functions and secretly took a fancy to her . 
It 

Klaus, t ld Dr . Uberbein of his attraction to Imm • Dr . 
n 
Uberbein was a man of cold ra·tionaltem , and had no regard 

for human emotions and believed it just as ell to fru -

trate them. He strenuously objected to .Klaus' attitude 

to ard Imma for he believed it could only end in disaster , 

since Klaus was a nobleman and Imma was not of royal blood . 

id 11 thi dis pprov 1 Kl us , ho ev r , effected n 

introduction with Imma . It a ·at the Dorothean Hospital 

that" ·the two met . r . ammet did the honors . ~hey_ 

alked through the hospital ith not much to say toe ch 

other . It 1as inde an a kward situ tion. 

1th the acqu intance of 

begins rising in action . Kl u 

us nd Imma the stor 

pends many days viaiti g 

at Delphinenort . the first meeting of Klaus and 

liiister poelmann at ·Delphinenort is very significant for 

the actions and sp ech of poel ann at this meeting reveal 

his whole personality . Up n introduction, Spoelmann asked 

Klaus hether he as a lover. a collector or a salesman. 

Klaus ans ered he as none of these ·, and continued that 

he was of the House of Grimmburg and that he had defin-
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ite duties to perform dail,.,r , he had to , repr.eaent his 

brother at social and politiical affairs~ Spoel~ann was 

very unsympathetic towards laus' position in life, for 

he believed it merely a life of ostentation. 

Klaus and Imma spent maey pleasant hours together. 

They often went horse-back riding and hen the eather 

wae 1nclement they could ~pen the afternoon over a cup 

of tea and ould discuss philosophy. 

ne balmy spring day, Klaus mounted his horse and 

came to the Spoelmann castle. Imma was busily calcula

ting mathematical problems. She was very scientifically 

minded and received real pleasure from studying • .And 

only after much persuasion did Klaus finally induce Imma 

to go riding. It was an enjoyable ri the course 

of the conversation Kl us questioned Imma about Grifin 

L6wenj_oul. · She became Imm.a' s guide in answer to an ad

vertis ~ment in a New York newspaper. The destination of 

the idere was the castle asanerie, her laus received 

part of his earlier education. Upon arriving they dis

mounted their horae6 and meandered about this building. 

laua all the while relating interesting incidents which 

occurred to him at this castle school. n the homeward 

ride Imma revealed something to Klaus which he was total

~y unaware of. She regretfully made known tha.t she was 

part Indi • he stated that because of the unhappiness 

hich their part I 1dian ancestry brought, she and her 

father left erica. 
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at this point ther · is a little side plot which 

Mann introduces a..n the novel, t the birthd of Klaus 

all the members of the house of Grimmburg assemble at 

Ditlinde's castle. fte the r caption Klaus visits the 

castle of lbrecht. In the gardens there is a mysterious 

rose bush around which many legends evolve. Klaus plucked 

one of the roses and took it to Imm. But it is not 

fragrant," s though ithout a soul", she a id. Th n 

Klaus r lated the story about the rosebush, th t the flow

ers had an unpleasant odor and that on a day of great re

joicing the roses ould give forth a ple ing odor. It 

ao ,happened that a pleasant odor radi t d from the bush 

when Spoelma.nn financially restored the German principal

ity. This side plot is imaginative and it was for this 

reason that some critics call "~nigliche Hoheit" a fairy 

tale. 

Ae in the first part of KBniglich Hoh it~ Mann goes 

into a second lengthy discussion of the sordid pov rty of 

the Germ n principality. But this tim they com to 

solution of the p oblem, Dr. Krippenreuter, the financial 

minister, h ld a conference in hioh besides discussing 

the finanaial _conditiona, probl ms of law, church and 

s cial activitie ere discus d. t th confer nc it was 

decided oha.!lge in tax levies should t ke place and also 

two castles of the Grimmburg House were to be put to sale. 

hen Klaus and Herr von Knobelsdorff h d a priv ta dis

ouseion on th affairs of the to nship. 
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Knobelsdorff discuss d ·and xplained to him all the ad

vereitie both politic land economic . there was poor 

administratio of the forests , ·hunti~ districts and 

pastures and there were insufficient coal ~epoaite . H 

s~ges ted th through the aid of Samuel Spoelmann the 

principality could b restored . Knobeladorff enoour-

. aged Klaus' att ntion to Imma and suggested she be present 

at the annual court ball . Klaus thew asked ·Imma. a..nd only 

after considerable persuas~on did she finally consent to 

his wishes . 

ne day preaedipg th grand ball Imm.a and Klaus went 

riding. They found thems lves in a fri ndly argument . 

Klaus ae opposed to Imma's interest in lgebra , he tried 

to encourage a fancy for philosophy but this was futile . 

On the other hand Imm cond mned Klaus for hie superficial 

and unreal lif. Klaus, ho ev r. agreed with Imma that hie 

life as one of oat ntation but he could not escape from 

it lthough h i bed he could . 11 Klaus asked for as 

trust but Imma claimed she could not even give this becaue 

·of th insincerity of his manners and customs . he contin-

ued by saying Klaus was harsh and cruel to peopl. Klaus 
' accepted these adver e criticisms as a manifestation of 
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interest in him and did not become affected. He was pleased 

th t Imma took. so much interest in him that she wo · ld dis-

cuss his faults. 

Mann gives us a very vivid and colorful description 

of the court ball. It w s a sumptuous socirl function. 



onl notables attended. he presence of Imma was much 

anticipated. he arrived ~nd according to the dictates 

of courtly traditions, she wci.s .escorted around the ball

room and introduced to the diplomats, ministers and other 

courtly officers ith their wives . ~1 us had several 

dances with Imma . 

B this t i me rl us l'S consider bly enamoured of Imma 

and asked her to marry him . ' lhe novel reaches its cli

max when with the eng gement announc-ement amuel Spoelmann 

finance the town and final! lifts it out of the prolonged 

and burdensome fin nciG2.l distress. 

mhe last ch~pter rel tes of the wedding of the no

bleman and the million~iress. It wasAma ni ficent pee-

tacle. It was held in May . civic holida us pro-

claimed, schools were closed ··rtd ~11 industrial centers 

ere quiet. · Crowds ssembled around the c stle and bc:...nds 

pla.Jed. "laus and Imma· were united in marriage. 
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Kl us H inrich 

Klaus Heinrich, th hero of th novel, as th s c

ond son of lbr cht III and his a traative ife, Dorotha. 

Kl us had th mi fortun of be ng born a cripple, his 

left arm and hand b ing d fo·r d. Ho ever, at a very ear-

ly age_ he s tr in d in graaefull conceal ··ng this birth-

mark. Bee use of the ill h alth of his brother lbr cht, 

Kl us had to r pr sent him t poli tica.l. and aoci 1 func

tions. ·This courtly life held little if ny appe l f~r 

Klaus, he as not at all fascinat db his noble position. 

11 Klau Heinrich sagt : "Sie gl ub n nicht, ie un
gern ich neulich zur Einw ihung der S_tadthalle 
gef hren bin. Und morgen muez ich die ekruten
vereidigung bei den Leibgren dieren vornehmen. 
Und dann kommt d a H usordene-K pitel, Das 1st 
mir zuwider. Ich hab gar keine Lust zu re-
pr sentieren. Ich hab gar . kein lust zu meinem 

ogen nnte hohen Beruf .n · 1 

l. Zinneck r, op. cit., P • 60. 

t another inst nc Kl us polog as for the superfi

oialit of his high po 1 ion. He faithfull performed 

· hi duties, but with 11 he himself realized the artifi

cialit of his life, Kl us aid, 

ns1e haben recht ., Imma , es ist viel Unwahrheit in 
mein m L ·b n . ber ich habe es ja nicht gemacht 
oder gew hl t , ml\ s n ie bedenken, sond rn ich habe 
mein flicht getan , wie sie mir streng und ~enau 
zur rb uung der L. ut vorgeschrieben ar. 11 

2 • Ibid. , p • . 14 7 • 

!though Klaus was dissati fied ith his station in lif 

one must admir his character for his strong ense of 
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duty forced hi to act ccording to the courtly tra..di-

' tions. Dr. · berb in in reprimanding Kl us for his at-

tentions to Imm poelman.n received this ans er, 

"Iah ill .nun, o ich da Gl\lck gefund n habe, nicht 
bequemen innes warden~ sondern Ihnen treu bleiben 
und mir und meinem hohen Beruf." 3 

3. Zill!lecker ~ op. cit., p. 12 • 

Klaus as v ry mode t fello · . here re many ituations 

in the story here ·1au r he bol and h ughty, could 

have an were ver h shly. Imma, h vi sho n Klaus 

that the question hich he asked her f ther sonly a 

mistake in thought receives this an er from him, 

'Das mag ahr sein, Fr uleln Imm, verzeihen Sie, ich 
d nke nicht seh:r gen u . 11 

4. Ibid.• P• 11 • 

At a.notµer meeting with Imma, Kl us is humble bout his 

gener l kno ledge. He sa s , 

'as geh~rt zu den· dirondacks und der arallax, 
]r ulein Imma. Ich w isz nicht, as es ist. Ich 
sagte ~nen ja shon, dasz ich nicht viel gelernt 
h be.' 

5. Ibid., P• 11 • 

Klaus was very d moor tic princ . He loved his eople 

and did all th twas in his power to lift them from their 

present state of poverty. He held politic discussions 

with Herr van Knobelsdorff , the purpoa of which was o 

devise a plan so the needs of the principality might b 

realized. For this consideration l us was ver popu-
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lar among the common people . 

ngab ch recht geh6rt , Prinz , . dasz Sie so ungemein 
. bel·mbt sind bei der Bev6lkerung? Daaz alle Herzen 
Ihnen zuschlagen? Klaus antwortete; , M~ sagt ao\ n 6 

6 • . Zi~ecker • op . cit ., p . 120 . 

Throughout the novel ,. KBniglich i Hohei t , Klaus · character

izes a: conflict between courtlif e and rea.11 ty and no re ... 

conciliation is effected . Klaus disapproved of his life 

of formalism, he had an intense des.ire to be in the 

world o:f actuality an.d activity . his novel had been 

called by some critics an autobiography for the hero 

Klaus Heinrich was representative of the author , Thomas 

Mann. However, true this may be , it is a fact that 

Klaus Heinrich as not a representative German t he was 

a European and the same is said of Thomas Mann . Klaus . 

was by .far too easy going an individual to characteriz 

the sober serious minded German nobility . By terming 

him Europ.ean the cr,it.ics. understand him ae a combination 

of characteristics of European countries , as for instanc 

· his amiable disposition was Southern European while in 

his sen e of duty he was representative of the Nordios . 
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Imma Spoelmann 

Imma,the heroine of the novel was the only child of 

SAmuel poelmann and his deceased wife. Imma was born in 

America, of German lo-Saxon parents. Besides thi an-

cestry she also inherited Indian blood, handed down to 

her through.th ma.r iage of her grandfather to _ an Indian 

girl in outh erica. Imm aa medium in size, she had 

black h ir and th t hich as mot attr ctiv about her 

er h·er large bl ck ey 

"Ihre ug n waren irklioh ganz ungebtlhrlich gro z 
im Verh ltni zu ihrem Geaichtohen; die beherrach
ten es ie bei einem tzchen, mur dasz ie schwarz 
ar n ie Glanzkohle und dies fiieszende Spraoh 

:f'Uhrten. 1 

li Zinnecker. op. cit., p. 63. 

Imma r pres nted the t pical erican girl. 

t lligent, .. indep nd nt and v ry practical. 

he was in

ile t-

tending the universit she pursued those subject which 

e lt ith natur 1 phenomena. he as interested in 

reality and t~i she found explained in the studies 

of sci nc • lgebra ke nly interested her, In her lei-

sure tim she was often foun,l c lculating mathematica.l 

problems. Of her ac demic life, Mann writes, 

"as Irnma betr ·f, so nahm si, ie erwu.h.nt, ihre 
Besichtigungen der st~dtisch n ohltatigkeitsan
stalten wieder uf, schien aber daraber ihre ie
s ens chaft nich t zu ver"achl as igen, denn e ei t dem 
Beginne de Studi nh~ bjahres besuchte i 
regeim!szi die Vorles en des Geh imrats 
Klinghammer in def nivers it lit." 2 

,J 

2 • lb id • , p. 53 • 
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Imma was also very athletic , a tr it which is very char -

aateriatic of erica.na . Much of her time was utilized 

in w lking , ri~ing horse- back or playing tennis . Of 

alking and riding nn writes . 

"isz Spoelmann ritt t glich- -daa warder einzige 
Luxua , d n ie trieb--mit ihrer Ehrendame epa
aieren , auf Fferden ubrigens , die aie 1m Tatter
sall ooh n eise gemiet t hatt n . " 3 

3 . Zinn ck r , op . cit., P• 40 . 

he pl_ ed tennis · in the private cou:tta in the park ad

joining th Spoelma.nn castle , 

"Das ublikwn wurde unterricht t davon , w nn Misz 
Imma mit d r Gr fin und den Herren helbs und 
Slipp rs in artie T nnis im Park von Del
phinenort gespie.lt hatte . " 4 

4 . Ibid., P • 64 . 

1th most of Imma's time occupied in study , at sp rte , 

in the th atre or at t , bing oharit bly disposed .sh 

still found time to concern her elf with the Doroth an 

Childr n 1 s Hospital hich her father financed . Imm mad 

continu d visits to this hospital , and it as on one of 

th s very visit that she met Kl us Heinrich . 

B cau of th great wealth of the Spo lmanns , Imma 

by virtu of -hr social r nk, had inherited the dialik 

of the common peopl and this developed haughtin ea and 

pertin nt person ity . 

here 1s an evid nee of it . 

he was extr mel sarcastic , 

n uf Klaus Heinrichs Frag , lchen Tag an in 
usaicht n hnem eolle , hatte sie geantwortet: 
elchen ie wollen , Prinz . 1ir rden u.ns 

jederzeit uns glich glfioklich schlltzen. 11 
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Uns glich gl~ckioh sch tzen so sprach aie, so 
snharfsinnig und epettisch ab rtrieben, daez es 
fast , eh t t und man nur mtthaam gut Miene 
maoht ." 6 

5. Zinnecker, op. cit., p. 71. 

Imma, ho ~ust ridiculed hr father becaue of hie bald 

head was r primand d by him, thus, 

ch ig, knarrt er bitt rb5ae. Du denket 1mm r, 
dasz im ch ·rz alle zu sag n erlaubt ist. ber 
ich verbitte mir dein Keck.aeit n, du Sch l!.tzerin~ 11 6 

6. Ibid., P• 87. 

Imma as a.n ideal heroine in so fa.r as he acted correct

ly at th right tim, ho ver,sh falls somewh t short 

of an ide l through: .her one outstandinly disagreeable 

quality which was her extrem tac~lesaneae in speech. 

Im d picts very tru to life character. t the 

time nn wrote KBniglich Hoheit , l 09, it was not at 

all uncommon for a wealthy erican girl to unit il 

marriag ith am mb r of a uropea.n d nasty. 
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Samuel Spo lmann 

Samul po lmann, a e lthy eric n, did not give 

v ry impre sive appearance. He h S mall in siz. 

On ould not wonder upon meeting h m, for he was not at 

all unusu 1. As amuel poeimann arrived at the small 

G rman principalit, ann rites, 

· nund di Zuechau r
1
waren einig da.rin, d sz ihm nicht 

anzumerken s 1.n 

a. Zin.neck r, op. ·cit., P• 39. 

hile poelmann lived in this German princip lit he was 

very unpretentious. life .of ostentation held no at-

tracti n for hi. H lived in quiet retreat and had no 

d sire to mingle in soci t. 
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rspoelm nn lebten zur~ckgezogen , sie pflogen keinen 
Verk hr in der tadt, w~s ja sowohl in Herrn Spoel
manna Krankheit als auch ins iner gesellschaftlichen 

insamkeit sein Erkl rung fand.' 2 · . 

• lbid., P• 53. 

B caua of an illn as hich 'amuel Spoelmann contracted, 

his disp ition w s not very pleasant. He was sober, 

V ry often h was harsh in his sp ech. 

n poelm nn liesz seine Zll.hne nicht aeh n, er lachte 
nicht, ondern schien vielmehr · rgerlich u.nd durch 

in Kr nkhei t ger izt." 3 

3. Ibid •• P• 40. 

In a discussion betwe n poelmann and Klaus Heinrich r -

garding Klaus' high position, h ~e evidence of Spoel-

mann's xtr me frankn es and tactlessness in ape ch. 



" ch so . sagte He.rr poelmann. Zeremonien , ] ier~ 
lichkeiten . So fllr die G ffer . N , aafar fehlt 
mir jede Veratn dnie . Ioh sage Ihnen once for 
all , dasz ich nichts halte v~n Ihrem Beruf. 
hat's my standpoint , air . " 

4 . Zinneck r , op . cit .~ pl 83 . 

B cause of his wealth and his part Indtan ancestry- Spo 1-

m nn h ld a · d ep hatred for society at large , 'however , h 

did not ignor th ne ds of the poor p ople . Her ised the 

Grimmburg principality from its many years of economic d -

:press ion. 

1 Und po lmann finanzi rt den staa.t . " 5 

5 . Ibid ., P• 191 . 

Her is anoth r mention of Spoelmann ' a philanthropic c 

tivity , 

E- zeichnete bald nach a in m inzuge in Delphin n
ort z hntauxand ark sugunsten d s Dorotheen-

11 d rho pi tale , fli.r das gerade gesammel t wurd.e . " 6 

6 . Ibid ., P • 64 . 

Spoelmann had a very artistic temperament . usic 

wa a ourc of great pleasur to him . 

' t Durch das Hotelp r on 1 urde bekannt , da z d r 
berll.hmte a.nn in eeinen vier ilwden in ktinstlich s 

it n betri b . 1 
'/ 

7 . Ibid . , p . 41 . 

H was partioul rly interested in organ music and he pl d 

for n ho r t least ev r d • 

'Sin igentliche Neigung hatt sonderbar r is 
v-i lm hr vonjeher der ue i k und zwar der Or-
g lmusik gehBrt , --jed n nag konnte man ih om 
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Kurgarten aua ei-ne tunde dar uf muaizier n 
h ren . ' 8 

8 Zinneck r , op . cit ,, • 44 , 

S uel poelmann bore his misfortune (part Indian 

anc try) ith difficulty . He was ~ery a neitive about 

i and it was for this very r aaon that he k pt himself 

i ol tad from the soci ty nd even left eric • Spoel-

m nn sa s , 

"", ie m s en ab r issen, dasz •indi nisch Blut dort 
drU.b n ( eric ) inen sch eren ak 1 bedeutet , 
inn solch n ak 1 . daaz reundachaft n und 

Li bes bllndnias e mi t Schimpcf und chande us in
nd rg h n , nn in derartige bstammung des 
inen ~ ilea Licht d r onn ommt . 9 

9 . Ibi • , :p . 113 . 

t anoth r instanc Imm · xplaina to Klaus the reason 

hy Mister :poelmann 1 :ft erica , 

11 'b r m in Vater war ihr Sohn , und U.rgerlich und 
leicht ger izt , ie er ist , hat ere von Jugend 
uf nur schwer ertragen , _bestaunt und gehaszt 

und ver chtet zu gleicher Zeit zu ein , h lb 
lt under und halb infam , wi er zu sagen Pfoegt , 

u.nd hatte erika in jeder B zi hung satt , tt 

10 . Ibid. , P • 114 . 

poelmann , g ner ll considered , was ober , stabl 

d unaffectionat g ntlem n. H as entirel lacking 

ens f humor , and hi isposi tion was for the most 

p rt unpl nt . Ho ver, hi charitable nterpri C n-

not be ov 0oke and a p pr ci ted . 
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n 
Dr . Uberbein 

11 

Dr . Uberbein was short , st lky gentleman . H had 

red hai:f nd his red mustache as long and striking in -

color . is facial features were irregula~ and Ma..nn de-

scribes his pJ? aranc as "h mel " • 
n 

Dr . Uberb in as 

vitally con rned ith the life of Klaus Heinrich . hen 

Klaus tt nded school at th castle as neri , Dr . fibe~

bein was h·s professor and ith thes thr e year of 
n 

clos as ociation r . Uberbein became comp nion and 
n 

dvisor to Klaus Heinrich . Uberbein , u like most of the 

as oci ta of Kl us Heinrich , spoke very frankly to the 

prince and t times he ven became harsh . Klau s i to 

lJberbein , 

"Und ie , .. ie sollten nicht so k ltsinnig und ab
- eisen neben i r hergehen , o ich so glficklich 
bin . u l 

1 . inn ck r , op. cit . _, p . 122 . 

• 
.lt u erbein a ver ideali tic . He _believed no-

bilit should hold clo to its traditions . or .thi 

very re son he and Kl us had entered into nu.merou dis 

put s . He dis pproved of Klaus ' att ntions to Imm 

po mann , for Imma was not of noble descent . Klaus in 

att mpting explanation at ted that through Imma goo 

fortun would nsu , Uberbein , shortly , abruptly and with

out futther do, ans ered , 

"ird nicht gegeb n , s gte Dr . Uberbein auf 1 t inisch 
u.nd chftttelte aeinen h szlichen Kopf mit den abste

. h nden , epitz zul ufenden Ohren . " 2 
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2 . Ibid ., P• 122 . 

tlberbein had little -in ight into .the future . He condemn

d Klaus for his ursuing Imma and in so doing h'e was 

closi doors to opl)ortu it • Klaus hims · lf a~ e , 

" r lebt in i dachaft mit dem Gl cke--das iat es . ' 3 

r p op . cit ., p . 148 . 

" Uberb i h d little 1 ight into the future . He believed 

prince live only for his oount~y , th this interests 

r t be disregarded . He wa~ a p saimiat . Hew nt so 

far a to instill in Kl us the sentiment that fortun 

oul n ver com hi way , ho v r , this as the crisis 

and lau ' tronJ. r nting .his tatem nts ans ered , 

"Si haben mich g 1 hrt , dasz da Glllck nicht meine 
Saoh eei , u.nd ha ben mich · bei den hr n ieder zu 
mi elbst g bracht , 1 ich e dennoch damit Yer
suchte, und ich war Ihnen u.n u sprechlich i. dankbar , 
daf r , d nn s war s4hrecklich, schrecklich , und ich 
vergess es nicht . " 

Ibi · • ~ P • 121 . 

Oberb in is :Proud , and syml)athizes i th Klaus but not with 

th common peopl . 'hough his teachings to Kla~s Heinrich 

e can gin a sati f ctory dea of his character . Heb 

liev it a disgrace for a nobleman to consider himself as 

just one of the many h~an beings . d to aociat 1th · 
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thos not born of· noble blood as also a shame . Klaus says , 
-

n ie haben mich gel hrt ,. daaz · l erlich i zu 
b h pten , dasz l r all nur 110hen ien ,. und 
innerlich hoffnung los ftlr mich so zu tun ~ als ob 



e so s i , und e-in verbotenes Glllck , das in . cha.ride 
nden mtise •11 6 

5 . Zinn ck r , · op . cit. , p . 121 . 

" Imma Spoelmann , in discussing Dr . Uberbein , says to Klaus , 
A, 

Hab n ie ihn nicht s lbst einen nseligen e~chen 
gena.nnt , d r in schlechte~ Ende nehmen erde? Er 
ist in dler haracter , 1 

6 . Ibid., 

Dr . Ob rb in was t tic and emot~onally stable indivi-

du II. . He frustrat d hie human tendenci s and acted,~ only 

according to col reason He waa a very inteli1gent man , 

but wa lac ing in insight . The r ader. ,is very uneym

P thetic to arde him , not b caus of his 111 advice to 

lau Heinrich but b cause he as proud and had no love 

for humanity . e looked up n _ th common p ople as de -

picable er aturee among ho one of igher ran should 

loath to associat with . 
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r fin L wenjou:l 

Th Gr fin L w njoul Vias selected b Samuel Spo lmann 

as a rsonal comp ion .and guide o his daughter . She 

was a mi le aged oma..n . B cause of her many tribulations 

in life , sh as subject tot mporary insanity . 

" anche l itet n unmitt lbar daraue ab , da.sz es der 
· Gr fin im K pf fehle . 1 l 

l . Zinn ck r , op . _cit., p . 47 . 

hile spa.king to on 1 s s lf is not indicative of insani

ty , ho ver it is an evid nc · of peculiarity in one' a 

p rson . Th Gr fin was very ften encountered spa.king 

to hr lf , and d ply b orb din thought she becam 

quit oblivious to hr surroundings . 

4 

11 --ind i , allein ·g h nd, mit aanfter und ti feinnig
r Min zu sich selb r · gesprochen und di a lbst-

ge pr~ch mit 1 bhaft m und abri~ ne durch u an-
2 mutigem und legant m _G b rd nap begleitet .hatt • 11 

• Ibid ., P• 46 . 

Hr is lso anoth r inst nc m ntioned wher1n the Gr 

fin epok to her lf , 

11 i ging in in lbstge pr c~ mit lebhaftem und 
elegant m G st napi 1 ber . " 

3 . Ibid •• P • 100 . 

Th Gr fin as , oman of thirty- fiv . She was con

siderable tall . Among her various physical characteris-

tics , on immedi ely notic h r am 11 head , 

1 An ihr r Seit b fand aich di rs nlichk it , di 
; man al ihre G s 11 cha.ftsdam , di Gr f LBw njo l 



rkannt, in Fr u von fllnfunddr iazig Ja.hr n, 
Schlicht gekl id t, die 1hr n klein n Kopf mit dem 

rlici n glatten ch itel nachden iich schief 
trug. 

4. Zinn ck r, op. cit., P• 40. 

Th G fin h d a mania for spea~ing not only to hers lf 

but to nyon bout h r. h rec iv d much pleaeur 

from· me l t lking, and in most of her convers tions e 

notic h d viat a to a discussion of her earlier life 

and th difficulti a she ncountered. Being 1 ft alon 

1th Kl u for hart tim she beg~n r & ting her life, 

hich. ho v r, as int rrupted by th arrival of Imm. 

he says h was of the nobility by birth and having 

marri d a aount sh becam a counts • Her life 1th 

r f L njoul as con i ' uai torm and trif • Sh had 

to chil r n, both of whom die and this as the gr t

e t · t~ag dy of her lif. Th d ath of her two ahil~ren, 

b id an u.nf ithful ·huab d, and also extreme poverty 

can ccount for hr p •riods oft mporary but mild insani • 

The Gr~f in was v ry · 1 bly diapoa d. th per-

son oompani n to Imm, h harmoniz d very ell with 

h r. i"'ven the chil r n too 1.ta fancy to her. 

11 b rd n Kind rn, di 1hr nachger fen und s! 
Kl id g zupft tt n, war sie mit solcher ilde und 
GQt b g gn t, h tt o 11 br ich und adevoll zu 
ihnen ge prochen , dasz die Verfolger besch t und 
ver irrt von ihr abgelass n hatt n." 6 

5. Ibid., :P• 40. 
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'he Gr fin L~wenjoul is an unusual ch~racter . ~he is a 

complet ly isolated individual for she is not at all in

volved in the plot of the novel , she is merel brought 

into the story as a com nion of Imma. Ho ever. she fur

nishes a t rtling element by her peculiarity . he is a ·. 

mysterious character and ith her habit of castin pi rc

ing expressions at people , she furnishes food for thought ~ 

for the rad r continuall wonder what her objective is. 

I~ is true that she depicts the existenoe of mahy of the 

~uropean nobility , for with financial loss s many of th m 

have been r duoed to utter povert . ThroughoQt th novel , 

th rad r i in sym_ thy with the Gr fin . for her life 

consisted of on struggle after another and the burden 

finally b came so heav;y that she even suffered periodic 

loses of her mind . But withall she still re ined her 

affectionat natur . 
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Criticism of Bnigliche Hoheit 

Thom s 1nann' s Kt!>nigliche ohei t is . an excellent piece 

of literature . It is classical, didactic , autobiographic 1 , 

hum n, philsophic 1 and it co tains the om nee grac s . 

e must agree that a ~torJ which so harmoniously blends 

all these elements is surly deserving of a high lace 

in the field of literature . ~he novel whil it has re-

ceived consi eration an reciognition has not been fully 

appreciated . 

The stor3 is ritten in a light vein and it is .for 

this ver reuson that the Germans at first rejected it. 

nlik most of Mann's novel , ritten in a pessimistic 

tone , this n'rrative is optimistic. nhe difficulties o:f 

l us einrich are ~appiiy dissolved b his marriage to 

Imma ,poelmann. · Mann wrote the . novel during the happiest 

period of his life several years after his marriage to 

atja Pringsheim and to this we attribute his favorab 

attitude toward life. 

Some writers call KBnigliche Hoheit ~satire on 

court life . T_lis is an rroneous opinion. k1ann refutes 

it himself, in speaking of the book , he says , 

nuichts hat ir. :ferner gelegen , als der unsch , eine 
objective Kritik des . moder n rinzentum oder gar 
eine Serenissimus - Satire zu schreiben , und ~ein 
Zeit::::und Berufsgenosse Ed ards von England o er teo 
poldsvon Belgien braucht sich durch mein Buch in 
seiner Fortge chrittenheit beleidigt zu ftihlen . " 1 

1 . Thomas ] ann , de und · ntwort , p . 345 . 

he storJ is not iro ical , it is merely an an ly i of 



rel court lif • h ann -gives us th purpose of this novel , 

Di anepi lunger iche Ana.lye des . ft1rstl1ch n Daseine 
ls ines formal n une chlichen , ftberaachlich n . Wit 
in m ~rt ar istiechen Dasein und di Li b •" 

• Thomas Mann , Rede und Antwort . p . 346 . 

To a o rt in xtent th story is didactic . 

n r V- rfall d r echBn n Groszh rzogin . Dr . Ub bins 
l nde End , H rrn Spoelmanns r!mliche ankheit 

u.nd QJ vi le ander : _ aQ ll.ee leh .. lit , sq. m 
, h ff ntlich , unt rhl.l t: ja , in geechei t r 
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Kritiker das Buch in d daktieoh 11 gorie genannt 
hltt , so wU.rd er mir dami t .vi lleicht kein 11.s
thetischea Lob gap ndet , aber r warde geistig 
mor lisch so zi mlich das Richtig g troff n hab n . ' 3 

3 . Ibid •• P• 346 . 

h .nov l is m lie autobiograph . Thomas Mann 

is in r alit riting his lif r pres nted by Klaus Hin-

rich . h dualistic t eram nt hich as in continual 

opposition i th tLts lf as r evea d in Kl u as an a.c-

tualit ith Thoma.a [ann . His praatical an unr al na-

tur r in conti ual trif . In his criticism of Kij-

niglioh Hoheit , Mann rites , 

Hoh it ist nicht irg nd in i lkllrlich 
ter toff , in lch m m in 11 V1r uo entwn" sich 
z f .n mein Unk nntn kein r cht · 

s d rn ind ich n ch m in n Krlft n , an 
tr b n iniger eniger t inahm. den d utsch n 

Roman al Kuristform zu adeln u.nd zu erh~h n , erzllhl t 
ich , auoh dismal , von min m Lb n . " 4 

4 . Ibid.• 1? • 347 . 

Th r i a oci l 

b di r gar d . 

natur ith its t nd ncf 

ct to this story hich cannot 

tru und rstanding of human 

and is in sympath 1th th m. 



'Und voll r ymp thie ffir j d Art 
pr digt r M nschiichk it . 11 5 

onderfa.11 n · 
. , 

5 . :1:homas ann , d und A.ntwort , p . ~46 . 

Dr . 1th r run al o sp ks of the humanity of ann a 

in his nov 1 , 

u chon vorher , 1909 , ind m oma..n' niglich Hoheitn , 
h ~ ann d n n u n , fe ten g ins irkl·iche t thaft 
Lb n g z igt , d durch die Lieb chsten nicht 
zu ich selbst zun chst flihrt , drab r sich dann 
ti fer un rich r kenn n lernt . 1 6 

hm , op . cit ., p . ~9 . 

Th nov 1 is intend d t· ~approach the character of 

fir tal • It ha oft n happ ned in re 1 lif th t 

an American iilil1onai rri d a uropean nobleman , how-

v r , in KBniglich · Hoheit , Imm not only m rries Klaus , 

but r cu a the G rman principa~ity from financial d -

pression and thus ,mak a verybod happy . 

Geschlcht d s klein n einsamen Prinz n, 
r so sch rzh ft Art zum Eh mann und Vol 

b glftck r g macht ird , 1 t chl cht rding kin 
ali tisch s Sitt nbild .- u d m Hofl b n zu f ng 

zi ten J_ahrhwiderts , sondern ein lehrtiaft s 

'Z . homas 1ann , de un t or t , -p • 34 6 • 

hil th th me of the novel is i aginative , ho v r th 

char ctera n portra s re ver realistic and human . 

Of Imm 

the f scinating little ican lady. i 
in a hi h r a ns than the d ht r of 

nativ nob ~1ty . homas m~J..L.U· mploy d his hole 
art,in ord r tor ise this ch r cter into th re lm 
of the onderful , giving it at the same time .th 
ch m of concre"t hu.mani t .... 8 
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8 . Otto Laing, op . cit •• p . 195 . 

Lessing contimuea by summing up i1:ann ' a characters , 

"His men and wom n are t pical , inde, nd syrrboli
cal , but not in th ns of batr c · haziness • 
.1.h ar typic 1 bee use the re so· thoroughly 

uman . e liv th ir lives with them , kno ing 
both their virtues nd th ir e kness s . " 9 

9 . lbid •• P• l 5 . 

In dis cu sing- the t chnique of KBniglich Hoheit , 

critics v ry r 

in this nov l . rites , 

the naturalistic tendenc/ 

t chni u throughout the ork is n tur listic , 
., oft ·t luciditJ1 directness . obj ctivity , and 

m if ld unity hich i r fl~x of tru nature . n 10 

l. 0 • I b id • , p • 19 2 • 

B ides th n turali tic enc in igliche Hoh 1 t , 

h r r iso evid nc a of th · pr vailing t ndenc ·of 

individuali m. 

m chicksal i er d if stliche G chwister , 
lbr ah s , Klau Heinrichs und itlindens , malt sich 
mbolish di Kris Individu lismus , in der ir 

then , j neg i tig end g zum Demokr tiachen , 
zur Gemeinsainkeit , z, schlu z , zur Liebe , di 

t i che und vorbeh ltlo er in H inrich nn 
fat gl iohz itig erschi nene omandfr,htung "Die 
Klein Stadt" . zum usdruck gelangt . 

h romantic elm nt is al o very pronounced in Kl3-

niglich Hoh it . 'hrough the acquaintanc of Klaus Hein

rich ith Imma Spoelmann much of b aut is introduc din 

the nov 1 . lso trav ant- and colorful d scrip-

8 



tiona co tribut to its ro ticism. 

n In niglich Hoh i , ................... lends a th , oignancy 
nd ignificanc to th gur s of us Heinrich 
nd I po lmann , v n the extr vagant ro -

mantici m of the story , hich the mingling o
1

f their 
d t~niee p oduces cannot quite diminieh . n 2 

12 • i 11 i am Dr k e , op . c it • , • 5 6 • 

On d· Kl µs cm to visit Imma . Up n pproaohing the 

ca tl , ann give us id nee of his d scriptiv po rs , 

"G g n ftlnf Uhr - -es r achon dunkel , trug ihn sein 
Coup er dte icht n Fahrw ge d Sta t -
gart d r d m nch nl r lag , schon are 

1 char rollte , ogenlamp n er-
t den P vier c .e Brunnen-
i chimme h n d n wnen , dahinter 
b ch daa hloaz mit d m s~ul n-

aufba eines iner ger um g n Doppelramp , 
di z sch n a ln ingelag rt , in flachem 
ufst g zur B emporffthrt , a inen hohen , 

49 

ink n chei ilten F natern , s inen _r misch n 
Bllsten in den ,. und ala :Klaus Heinrich durch 
di uffahrtsal m~chtigen K stanien fuhr , da 

ah er zu sz pe d n - orde uxroten lfi ch-
mohr n st en und t ufgestatzt m tabe ussch u 
halt n . ' . 

13 . Zinn cker , o . ci ., p . 72 . 

Lea ing um up ,his criticism of K nigliche Hoh it , thus 

" 1th th uthor's customa y for ight the final f 
f ct are carefull pr par d, the individual motif , 
th character , the nvironm nt of court , cit , nd 
countr , br o ght into a clos corr la ion , No ev nt 
comes rith disturbing forc! fuln e ; no ord , no 

ound i los; hr is taot and gr c of expr a ion 
in ver 11.ine . ~h .form is as dignifi d as the 
plot . 11 4 

l . Otto Lessing , op . cit •• p . 195 . 

T.o n aut or ho so akillfull · co ine all the abov 

u lities menti ·n d , in one single novel , still living e 



h is. we can hope ~or - ven reater writ~ngs in th fut re 

and his name eur ly ill go doin in literary history as 

the most out ta.n ing G rman ov list of thee rly 

w nti t c ntury. 
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