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Practically every newspaper before 1900 had been a law
unto itself. Journglism wae without a code ot ethics or a
system of self-restraint and self-respect. this is well shown
py the right:lng attitude of the early editor who left his news-
paper of fice to vieit & rival editor and force his opinién upon'
him with physical force if necessary. Early Jjournalism had no
sure s8tandards of either work or duty. Its intellectual landscapes
were snonymous; its moral destination was confused. From that
time the Jjournalistic standards have continuej to raise until today
it is said that the ethics 0of journalism are higher than any other
profession. But why should they not be higher when the news-
paper and its editor stand as the most vital instrument in the
business and social world today? 1In view of the fact that the
standards of journslism have continued to raise, there are still
‘some great weaknesses in modern journalism that must be remedied
and some highly important problems of the present day for the press
to solve. '

Today one of the hardest things tha t newspapers have to
work ageinst is public sentiment, and this will comtinue to be a
great opposition. The newspapers have long lost the confidence
of the public through these weaknesses of which I will speak.
We no longer hear peOpie say: "It must be so because I saw it in
the newépaper," instead we hear this: "I saw it in the newspaper,
but I suppose it is not true". Time and rime again we hear

the ironical statement, "Don't believe gl you see in the news-



paper”. e ; ¥,

Proba bly no one sentence will more fully exprees in a
generael way the criticism against present day journalism, than the
words of Presi dent Wheeler of the University of califormia, when
he said , "We do not want news written up, we want news."™ 1In
other words he expects the newspapers Ot.today to serve a8 messen-
gers from theAsource of the numerous events and happenings to the
reader. They do serve as messengers, it is true, but not al-
ways the trustworthy messengers that we should like.

Papers tend to"play up"e sensational story even though
it is unimportant. News should eppear in all its ngkedness and
not made unrecognizable, under the paint andfpoliah of politiecs,
the black cape of crime, falsehood and evil, or the unsheathed

sword of public sen timents. ~The importance of truthfull jour-

nalism is best stated in the words of ex-president Roosevelt,

‘"Phe journalist who does evil does more evil, and the journalist

who does good, does more good, than any other men are able to do."
The first fa¥llof moiem journalism that the public has
found: necessary to complain about is the persistent refusal to
Jgiig a wrong done editorially. The ways in which editorisl
wrongse may be made are many. At times an editor will receive
an exceptionally good Stony_and will "play it up" or exaggerate
it. Sometimes he is careful and tactful but he never knows |
Just whén the overstating of facts will be a great harm to some-
body. The present President of the United States is probably

the only person who gets his addresses printed verbatim, but



there ‘are many noted speakers who gét credit in the newspapers
for outrageous things that they did not say and who have their
addresses slashed and‘hashed 80 that when they read them 1ri'thé
papers they can hardly recognize them. Very often these mis-
qﬁotatione are detrimental to t he spesker to an inestimatable de-
gree; for in politices it is what a man Sa&s that he is given credit
for and not so much for what he does.

But you may ack, "Does the editor not correct the mis-
tekes made editorielly?" In most cases he does not. When an
article has been "played up"™ it has been print‘ed very conspicuous-.
ly and if a correction is made it will be found in some obscure
section of the paper. The c.orreotion‘ is of little interest to
the people ami is not news. News is anything which is of in-
terest tothe greatest number of 'people, but L‘he prevailing esti-
mate of news is that whatever reflects discredit upon a person is
news and whatever tends to remove that discredit is not news.

The reporter who is persistent in getting his news into
the o ffi ce without a great desl of effort on his part is one who
sits back in the editorisl rooms and "fakes".the news as he thinks
it ought to be. He is the one who is most likely to be guilty |
of mierepresentation, for fgking a story is as bad as lying.
fennyson once said that even-helf of a truth is as bad as the black-
est of lies and feking may be placed in this catagory.

The reason the edi toxs so persisténtly’ refusé to wri te
wrongs that they do to individuals is because of the fear of

sacri ficing personal honesty snd injuring the reliability of their



pape r. They know that a newa?aper full of-carreotions will soon
find a decresse in circulation snd with its deéreaee in circula-
tion also goes & decrease in advertising gnd with it the financial
foundation of the paper.

For an example of &an organizatiqn ﬁhich is frequently
attacked as to relisbility I might name the.Associated Press.

This organization.whnuinclﬁdes in iﬁs me mbership about a thousand
newspapers is & central station where news is coliedfed am then
distributed through varioﬁs channel s. 1t trieé:tb give both |
sides of the question giving no hints as to which side is righf or
wrong. The best way to refute attackers is stated in the words
of Melville E. stone,who esays, "Such an.qrganization is not per-
fect because the frailities of human nature are attached to it".
The fact that the associated Préss gtrivee after a truthful, un-

" biased report of the world's happenings raises it to the "highest
poscible ethical degree.'

The second farITot modern journalism is the suppression
of news for profit. or because of fear of some powerful influence.
This fault has become one of tﬁe mogt’ powerful evils of the pro-
fession. oinee the days of the editors of personal journalism
have passed, wealthy men or corporations, it is charged, have
been able quietly to buy up the stocks of newspapers end hiring
their own editors, secretly direct the news,and edi torial policies
to their own persomal advantage. This is one form of argeniza-

tion within the newspapers and one can easily imagine the great

Bt



influence in direoting the public line of thought.

Then we have the "independent" editor who is secretly
governed and influenced by ‘a number of ourysei de forces. There
may be two reasons for the zaﬁlts of tIn"indep.endent" edi tor.
First, he may be so unprincipled that hic_- own personsl gain comes
first. Secondly, the influx of the day's news may be 0 great
thet it is impossible for him to always select the best news for
the people. Due to thie.hurfy he is unablé to judge with_accuracy
the relative value of each piece of news, because of the change in
value as each importent plece of news reaches the office. ‘ 3

Now his final decisioﬁ in regard to what news shall be
printed and what shall be omitted and the amount of space to be
given each item, the personal judgment of th»é editor is to be the
determining facto}. - Thig is where suppression and distortiqn.
ereep in, first in the form of inaccuracy and incompleteness
énd then in the complete omission due to the influence of various
outside forces. Thi e has become so0 evident that persons are be-
ginning to think that the newspapers are owned by the great capit-
alists.

An outeide force which is of ten instrumental in suppress-
ing the news is the adv;ertiser. If, fod example, & dei:artment
gtore menager requests &ll newspapere in which he advertises to
guppress all newé of accidents and happenings .1n. his store whie_h
wili cast retlaotion upon it, the editor will undoubtedly a.cclede

to the demnd of the manager, because the large amount of adver-



‘tising recei ved tromvthe departm;xt store is so0 great thet the
paper cannot afford to dispense with the revenue received from
the store's advertisements. So the edi tor thinks, why should
he jeopardize:the paper's commection with the store by‘printing
sn item which would be detrimental to the store's sales. More-
'over) the store manager may request the paper to publish things
which happen near his store which have a favorable 1mpression~
and mey draw business, end this is often the reason why some
stores obtain "free adverti éing" in news stories on the front
page.

But let us teke the example of an elevator accident.
Which would be the better thing, to suppress the news of the
accident which was caused by an inexperienced operator or to 1et
the public know tﬁe fact and thereby meke poesible some action
which will act for the good of the public? This is Where the
question arises in the mind of the editor, "Which is more im-
portent, the good of the public, or my psper's weltare?" Sorry
to say it is the paper's wel fare, measured in dollare and cents,
that wins.,

suppression in politics is very common, While the papers
0f today have gotten awé.y from being mere party organs they are
however _1mportant factors in influencing the public vote. Very
often politiciane and their principles are belittled by the papers
both on the editorial page and on the news page. Reports of
political meetings are often exagg—erated and misquoted but this

c



blame can sometimes be put upon an '1nexperienogd reporte'r. ’L‘he'
editorials however, are the convictions of the editor who gener-
ally he® a great followiné and it is he who is responsible for
the making or breaking of a pélitical party . ‘ Here again the
danger of some outside influence ereepé in. Very often politi-
‘cal parties will try to buy up the editor. There are many pro-
blems in which the editor could be an instrumental factor in |
bringing vefore the public eye, but he sees it too much wor th
his while to suppress swh problems because of certain influen¥ial
forces. Meny en individuel hae been harmed by a "muck reking" .
editor who overlooke the good for society to accomplih his own
end. Many such an editor has brought disgrace upog himself and
his paper becauge of his own selfish poliey.

Another “great defect in modern journalism is the laying
of false emphasis on the news. This adulterating or "ooloring"
of news is as harmful to the opinions of the newspaper readers
a8 impure and poisonous food is to the physi cal being. Before
pure food laws went into effect the buyer was at the mercy of the
unserupulous manufacturer and today we have the hewq)aper reader
in & similar circumstance, at the mercy of the unserupulous editor.
Public sentiment has dénazﬂed laws to prevent impure’foocuis but it
hags not yet insisted that its food for thought be furnished un-
adulterated. And so it is possible that the next generation may
see every newgpaper of the country compelled by publie opinion,

it not by legislation, to give complete,unbiased reports of all



events of genersl interest. ¥ :
The first temptationito depart from the truth generally

comes in an gpparently innocent form. In the absence .of good
news, or in an effort to show g—e clevernese, the reporter will
teke some little incident and working it up with imaginary de-
tails, magkes it an amusing little feature story. ‘this type of
writing, however, should be classedvas fiction, not news., Such
stories generally seem harmless to the reader or thé persons
ment ioned in the write-up, but there are instances where drastie
results have followed. This embroidering of the truth with
fieti®ious fancies leads to sentimentalism which has been the re-
sult of an effort to attract large numbérs of readers and thereby
increasing the profits of the paper. this idea is very danger-
ocug because it gives the public a distorted bpinion of current
"even ts and facts. xﬁg headlines in bold face and sometimes
colored printing is one of the common instruments of laying false
emphasis. This is especially found in papers which get out
gseversl editions a day. Bach edition blares forth a different
headline znd when we look for ﬁhe story we find only a "stickful".
The™noisy" headline hae been used as & means to sell the psaper
wvhile the story connected with the headline is of 1ittlé or no
impor tance.

. Where Gritical topics are fal§ified end emphasized publie
opinion is liable to be vitiated. We éan easily fecall a few-.
years back when President Wilson was making preperations for his

European trip, the antagonistic attitude taken by the papers.

The papere by their writeups had made the pecple think that the
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President's trip was for his own pcrsénal gain. The papers :
"played up" the fact that President Wilson was the first presi-
dent to leave the country while in office and as & result of this
public sentiment was against his going to Europe. The news-
papers had created & mob mind, & conditién which has freguently
threatened democraey within our countxy. Qeke for example
strikes, are they not vitiated public opinion? Are not the
newgpapers to blame for being radical sentimentalists either on
thé gide of labor or capitsal ism? Such policies tend to demental-
ize democracy and substitute & mob mind in place 0f a deliberate
thinking mind. | ;

carelecs reporting may be clacssed &g one of ‘the great
weakneesses of journelism. Moet of this 1nﬁccuracy comes from.
.Qhkiné\with resulte that are often disasterous. Sometimes it is
due to.a misund er standing of situations on the part of the re-
porter. If & young uneducated reporter is sent to "cover" some
lecture or political meeting in which the subject is far too deep
for him there is sure to be & misunderstanding on his part and
the recult will be a misguotation of the speaker. This is one
reason why city editors should be careful in selecting reporters
to"cover" stories. It is in swh & case as this that the uni-
versi ty graduate has the advantage becamse 0f his wide knowledge
of things. ‘ '

The reporter should remember that the persons who play

a part in his stories &are human beings with feelings and to quote

them or hold them up before thousands of rezders in a rioiculous
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or distorted situation may cause them much suffering. How-
ever, inaccuracy due to carelessness or failure to verify

facts is les8s reprehensible because it is not deliberate,but
nevertneless it is & frrm of misrepresentation. If the re-
porter makes an error in the initials dr gpelling of the name
0f & person charged with crime he has of ten injured an inno-
cent man Or Wwoman vdriose name happens tQ be the same as the in-
correct form of the real criminsl's name. In a case such as

this the reporter should be sure of the facts and not rely on

10

the copyreader far correcting. The best place %o begin acecuracy

is in reporting and if well éstablished here will c¢ling to the
newspaper men in his rise up the journslistic ladder.
We have another kind of news cslled "tainted" news,avery
good name indeed.
| we have indefensible attacks upon men coupled with shock-

ing invasion of privacy of both public and private individuals.

We have newspeapers today which will unearth "the family skeleton"

or even steal pictures of persons to make & sensationsl story.
The tendency in news today pi'evails in fixing the atten-
tion upon the evils of society, of exploiting crime, vices and
scandel. It is often said the publicity is & cémre for sodal
evile end to a ecertain extent this is true; but publicity can
be made, sénd is often made, & most effeotive'meanslof propagat-

AS
ing vice Band crime. Polities hae served, a chief source for



attacks upon public men, and now that we have equal suffrege
it ie most likely that women .Will come in for their share of
at tacks . Men and women threatened with ekpo sure or disgrace
will plead with editor or r@.orter to spare them snd their
femilies by :supprecsing certain news items. Many times
"poor unfortunate victime are obliged to pay editors for this
"protection”. | ;

Wermay argue that as .lozg a8 news is not absolutely
importent to the publiec why should it be brought before them,
but different ne wspepe re have ¥ast ways of presenting t he dark
side of life. It may be presented in a way that it is instrue-
tive PR monitoery, or in a way thaet is suggestive and demoralizing.
The great mis ta.ke is that it is too much "played up". "Such
news" according to Frank L.Blanchard, edi tor of "The Editor and
 Publisher®"should not be given a piace out of proporticm to its
regl impor tance".

Then why should editoré fasten such a strong gaze ‘upon the
evils that men do and take such a pessimistic vi.ew of human char=-
acter and conduct? The world could be educated to hold the popular.
judgment firmly to the truth that character and maenhood and not
money and popularity, ére the cent:al values of humen eiistence,
and we shall leave it to the editors to do.

| we have)"with us today a type of journalism which "plays up"
ther inimportant news by giving it large l=r#ed headlines in.cblored
type end by showing just how the event happened by mesns of en ill-

ustration snd dotted lines., This brand of journalism is best pore-



' treyed by the Hearst publications.-In facﬁ Williem Randolph :
Hearst has been classed with Joseph Pulitzer as the inventor of
the "yellow prec=s".

The two prime requiSites of an ideal”yellow"newspaper

are best put forth by Arthur Brisbane;“prince of yellow editors,"
- and they are;“sport for the men and love for the womén? and this
is the foundation of the oirculation of the Hearst papers.

Let us look at some of the results pf thié type of jour-
nalism. 1n many cases there is deliberate falsification of the
articles cohtained in "yellow journals? We have distorted viéws~o£
.life which have anything but & good moral efiect upon humanity. ve
have a deteri{gtion in reporting where truth gives way to sensation
&lism. :

But who is to blame for this type of journalism, the
publisher® No, not wholly, the peOIie who buy these papers are just
as much at fault and we know from statistics that "yellow journal-
ism" is very remunerative. lMencken says, "you must give a good
gshow to get a erowd and a good show means one with slaughter in it."
This seems to be the policy of the"yellow"press.,

Men is very responsive to emotional suggestion, especially
when it is violently msde, and it is to this weskness that the
newspaprers address their endeavorg. As lencken has said, "it is
hard for the plain people to think about & thing, but it is easy
for them to feel. ‘ |

Charles V. Stansell bitterly attacks"yellow journalism"

&
-

saying, " the presc is fast becoming no more than an open sewer



contaminating our veryAatmosphare.with ité airing of putrid "news"”
which should be allowed to flow underground to the sea:of quick
oblivion." But some&ne has said thet the public is a big Saby

that swallows everything and as long as the public remains a

baby it will have many things to swellow.

Like common carriers, such &g railroads, the newsyapers
have a common funetion as well as'the private one of making money,
and that public duty is to furnish news, the commédity in which
they deal, in a complete:and accurete form. ?he press can find
reformation in college men who should be taught to publish things
thet are honegt and get away_from the avpeal to man's lower nsture.

The great publid inflaence of the editor is realized and
for this one reacon alone, the timejas come for him to esteblish
a code of ethies, through Whidh he can serve the public tc the best
of his ability.

1 know of no other system of editorigl ethics as complete anp
to the point as those put forth as the guiding principles of the
Fhiladelphia Public Ledger, which are as folloﬁs:

" slways Geal fairly and frankly with the public.

" A newspaper to be trusted and respected must give trust-
worthy information eand counsel, It is a serious thing 40 miglead
the peo,ie. |

- " Understate your case rather than overstate it.

" Have a sure voucher for every statement, especially:

& censuree.



n Iheré is a wide gap between accuéation of crime and
P i

actual guilt.
" Deal gently with weak and helpless offenders.

" Before making up Jjudgment take care to understand both
sides, and remember there are at leagt two sides. If you attempt
. to decide you are bound to know both. -

" Do not say you know when you have only heard.

" llever proceed on mere hearsay. Rumor is only an index
to be fol'owed by 1nquiry. » : '

" Take care to Dbe right. Better be right than quickest
with "the news' which is often false. It is bad to fbe late, but
worse to be wrong. ‘ .

" Go to first hands and criginal sources for information;
if you cannot then get as near &s you Gan.

_ "It is the reporter's office to chronicle events, to collect
facts; comments on thé fec ts are reserved for the editor.

" Let the facts and reasoning tell the story rather than
rhetorical f£lourish.

" Don't be too pusitiﬁe. “emember alweys it is possible
you may errs

" All persons -have equal rights in the court of conscience
" as well as in courts of .law.

" Nevexr add fuel tu the fire  of popular excitement.
" There is nothing more demoralizing‘in public affairs

than habitual disregard of law.
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" Uphold the suthorities in maintsining public order,
rectify wrongs done through the law. If the law is defective,
better mend than break it.

" Nearly always there is law enouéh. IéAis the failure to
enforce it that makeé most mischief. »

" There is no need, and ﬁherefore no excuse, for mob law
in Americen communities.

" Numerous as bad men may be, remember they are but few
compared with the millidns of people.

" The public welfare has higher claims than any party ciy.-

" Grace and purity of style ere always desirable, but never
allow rhetorie to displace clear, diréot, forcible expression.

" Plain words are essential for unlearned people, and these
are just as plein to the most.acoomplished."

The above principles would serve admirably for a "ten Command-
ments" for any newspaper man and if they were impressed uvon ANS
carried out by journalistq,ethical standards of the fourth estate

would be unimpeachable.

T
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