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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this thesis is to show the influence.of
external factors upon the functions of the family since
1929. The writer will consider the affectional, religious,
economic, protective, recreational and educational functions,
and will endeavor to determine the extent to which external |
faétors have affected the functions of the familj and the
family itself.

Studies on the social aspects of the depression, pub-
lished by the Social Science Research Council, have been
pafticularly helpful in the preparation of this thesis.

The writer refers especially to the Research Memorsndum on

the Family in the Depression, Resesrch lemorandum on Religion

in the Depression, Research Memorandum on Social Aspects of

Consumption in the Depression, Research Memorandum on Recre-

ation in the Depression, and the Research Memorandum on

Education in the Depression.

All tables referred to in the chapters of this thesis

are in the appendix.






CHAPTER I. THE AFFECTIONAL FUNCTION

"The depression of the early 1930's was like the explo-‘
sion of a bomb dropped in the midst of soclety. All the
major social institutions such as the family, church, and
school, were profoundly affected and the repercussions ﬁere-
-so far reaching that scarcely any type of human activity was
untouched.™

In considering the effects of the depression it is of
speclal interest to note its effects on the family, since
thé latter is the basic unit of society. The faﬁily has
several functions, among which are: the affectionate,
religious, economic, protective, recreational, and educa-
tional. ©For a thorough understanding of the effects of the
depression on the functions of the family, especially the
affectional function as discussed in this chapter, a defini-
tion of the term "family" is necessary.

Many writers have attempted to define this term. Their
definitions vary according to the problem they are concerned
with, such as the differential fertlility of various groups,
the relationship betWeen the standard of 1iving gnd the |

family wage, the inheritance of physical and mental traits,

1. Samuel Stouffér and Paul Lazarsfeld, Research Memorandum
-on the Family in the Depression, p. 5.




etc., so the bewildering variety of definitions is quite
understandable. The definition adopted by the United States
Bureau of.the Census 1s used frequently. It includes all
persons living together in the same household. Thus rela-
tives, friends, lodgers, and servants are 1ncluded_provided
they habitually form part of this residential household.
Nimkoff, on the other hand, defines the family as "a rela=-
tionship of indeterminate duration existing between parents
and children."l The writer will use the term "family" to
include only parents and their offspring; if any.

A definition of marriage is also necessary to clarify
the place marriage has in relation to the family and why it

"a

exists. Marriage as a natural society is defined as
stable union of fit persons of opposite sex, made‘under con=-
tract, with a view principally to the birth and rearing of
children."?

The two primary purposes of marriage are the birth and
rearing of children, and the secondary purposes of marriage
are the happiness of the married couple and the legitimate

S However, the latter are

satisfaction of concupiscence.
subordinate to the primary purposes. That marriage is the

necessary basis of femily life and national stability is

proven in Whither Marrisge.4

1. M. F. Nimkoff, The Family, p. 6.

2. Morrison, Marriage, DP. 3%.

3., Gannon, Holy Matrimony, p. 20

4, Marguerite Irmgard Reuss, Whither Marriage, Marquette
University, 1935. ‘

5.



The family furnishes the media for ﬁhe expression of
affection between pafents and between parents and children.

Something more than the mere satisfaction of economic
wants 1s'vi£al to a well-rounded and happy existence. There
are human needs which must be met and in the home lies the
opportunlity for the creation of the essential gratification
of those most important cravings; Here may be provided
recognition for the qualities which outsiders may be slow to
appreciate. Honesty, kindliness, gentleness and trustwofthie
ness, affection, sympathy, and understanding all are found in
the home and can be held there at their true worth.

New experience and some of the greatest adventures of
life are to be found in the home. The man or woman who Has
knoWn the unquéstionning faith and loyalty of a child or who
has faced death or seen it patiently and bravely risked knows
that those who live for themselves alone live incompletely.
These experiences are facts of 1ife and not romantic fiction.

As far as the social and psychological effects of the de-
pression on the family as an lnstitution or on marriage as an
institution are concerned, they are exceedingly difficult to
detect. However, "it is an old sociological hypothesis that
the deeper the structure of an institution is rooted in the
mores, the more resistant is it to change. Thus, an institu-
tion created by the gbvernment to market farm products abroad
may be quickly and profoundly changed by legislative fiat in a
depression, yet & primary institution like the family may

change imperceptibly in the face of great pressure."l

1. Samuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, op. cit., p. 5.



"Even though the effects of the depression on
marriage and on the family because of the primary
nature of these institutions, may be either slight
or elusive to research, the research worker may
find a rich field for study in asking how marriage
and the family during the depression modified other
phenomena. Thus, the decline of the marriage rate
has direct demographic effects on the reduction in
births, sociological effects in possibly encourag-
ing a relaxation of sex taboos among the unmarried,
and doubtless psychological effects on individuals,
particularly on the women who fail to marry. Thus,
the family, however much or little it may alter as
an institution, may play an important role as a
modifying factor during depressions, and one must
keep both aspects of the problems in mind at all
times, For example, in some cases an improvement
in husband-wife relationships and a strengthening
of the internal family organization may tend to
restrain a man from risky adventures which might -
improve his economic situation. The withdrawal
from all contacts outside of the family may streng-
then the family yet retardé recovery from depression.
On the other hand, the stimulus of family responsi-
bility may proXide an added drive to keep going
economically." :

In regard to psychological and more subtle factors
associated with the effects of the depression on husband-
wife relationships; one must rely on case studies. Robert

Angell illustrates some of these problems in a recent publi-

cation.=2

In endeavoring to show the effects of the depression on
the family, there are three rather well-established facts
which may be taken as a starting point, namely:

"], Fewer families are begun, by marriage, during a
depression.

2. Fewer families are augmented by births during a
depression.

3, Fewer families are broken by divorce during a
depression."3 ~ : :

Lo RO sy P s e
2. Robert Cooley Angell, "The Family Encounters The Depression.

3., Samuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, op. cit., P. D.




"These three findings were ivell-establish‘ed before the
depression of the 1930's and give ample evidence so that
events of recent years correspond to what past findings
would have led one to expect."l

In i'egard to the first of the aforementioned state-
ments in the preceding paragraph, numerous studies show
’cha{: there is a definite relationship between the‘ marriage
rate and the business cycle. "Scores of studies in the
past hundred years covering many of the countries of western
Europe as well as the United States have shown that when
business 1is good the marriage rate is high and when business
is bad, the marriage rate is low."2 Table I shows that the
marriage rate during the latest depresAsion in the United’
States held true to form. This table compares thé observed
number of marriages during the depression with the number
which would have occurred in 1930-1935, inclusive, if the
number of marriageé per 1,000 population in these years had
been 10,1644, which was the 1925-1920 average. On the
assumptions statéd, the accumulated deficit in marriages was
748,000 by the end of 1935. Table 2 shows that the birth
rate also went down. Some of this decrease, however, may be
a result of the decrease in marriages.

A depression tends to increase the tendencies for dis-
cord between husband and wife. Other factors ‘being equal,
one would then expect an increase in separation and divorce.

However, the divorce statistics indicate a sharp decrease in

l. Ibid.’ p. '7.
2. 1Ibid., p. B.



divorce during depressioné. Table & shows that between
1930 and 1935, inclusive, there was a net loss in‘American
divorces of 171,000 from the number which would have been
expected if the trend prevailing in the previous years had
continued. This may be the result of the expense attached
to court costs, attorneys fees, and settlements including
alimony. |

A certain proportion of the decline in.divorée may also
be attributed to the decline in the marriage rate. Since
over eight out of ten divorces occur after at least three
years of marriage, it is evident that 1t requires several
years of declining marriages to produce in itself an appre-
ciable‘divorce rate. There were 30,000 fewer divorces in
1932 than in 1930, while of this deficit 23,000 occurred
among those who had been married at least three years.l oOnly
a part of the other 7,000 was due to'a decline in marriages
and the rest was due to the same factors that produced a
deficit in divorcés among those married before the depression.
So, it is clear that it will take several years before the
depression loss in marriages can affect the divorce rate
appreciably.

One would normally expect that the cost of divorce
would be greater if children were involved and thét the per-
centage of cases involving children would decline. However,
the percentage of cases involving children was‘slightly
higher in 1932 than in the years before the depression, 38.2

1. Bureau of Census, "Marrlage and Divorce" 1932.




as against 37.2 in 1929, 36.9 in 1928, and 36.5 in 1926.1

No significant factual evidence has been published con-
cerning the increase or decrease of desertion during the
depression.

It 1s an accepted fact that Chiidren are bestrcared for
in the home by the members of their own family.

| The functions necessary for this purpose require a
division of labor within the family. The husband should be
the provider, the wife the homemaker. Any circumstances
which interfere with the pérformance of the funétions of the
family create problems which threaten the survival of ‘the
femily as a unitQ When the threats become actualitles, the
result is the broken family. Among the factors resulting-in
broken homes are: the death of a husband or wife; and the
withdrawal of husband or wife by separation, divorce or
desertion. }}

The 1930 Census enumerated the total number of families
at close to thirty millions. Fully one-fifth of these were
found to be broken and of these broken families more than
one-half were the result of the death of the husband or the
wife as shown by the item "widowed" in Tabi& 4,

This table also shows that divorced families constituted
only six per-cent of the broken families. However; it is
thought that this is an under-statement since many of the

divorced maintaining homes may have declared themselves as

single.

1. Samuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, op. cit., p. 71.



The failure of some individuals to get along in the
marital state hasvprovoked considerable discussion of the
necessary or more adequate preparation for the responsi-
bilities of marriage and parenthood.

If people would spend as much time thinking about the
virtues - and lack of them = in their prospective mates as
they do of their trousseaus and honeymoon itinerary, there
would not be so much grief later. The old saying: "marry
in haste, and repent at leisure" still helds true, but ‘
people do not always take heed of the old adages.

Of course, the best and most careful men and women can
err in forming judgments. Even with due time and observa-
tion the most prudent person may choose the wrong one for
his‘or her wife or husband, but many individuals rush into
matrimony without any regard for its life-long and intimate
nature. They do not exercise their God-given intellectual
faculties at all, and then they wonder why marriage is not
what they expected it to be.

In contracting marriage vows, one is making the most
sacred and inviolable of contracts. Man makes other con-
tracts in his évery-day life, but from common experience we
know that the breéking up of a business partnership, for
example, has none of the disrupting consequences of the dis-
solution of the marriage contract. And yet there is con-
clusive evidence that the importance of marriage in the
Chrisgian sense 1s‘not being considered'adequately today.

Education 1is essential for those aspiring to professional

occupations. Training is necessary for the beautlician and



the tonsorialist - why not for those who aspire to wedded
bliss? PFurthermore, life i1s more complex now than ever
before. Problems arise today which our forefethers did

not even think of and these problems necessitate training.
In all walks of life people are finding it more difficult

to attaein employment without training.  But why should they
confine fhemselves to training in that alone which gives
them pecuniary recompense? Education for marriage §hould be
just as necessary as education for those engaged 1n business.
pursults; in fact, it is more essential to marrisage.

Premarital chastity is for fundamental reasons not
arbitrary because intimate relationships outside of marriage
result in an assault on the institution of marriage; it is
an éssault on the family as a natural and necessafy institu-
tion, without Which‘the human race is doomed; it makes
prudence, rather than right and wrong the norm of action; it
justifies sélf-indulgence out of 2l1ll due proportion and if a
most rigorous control 1s not kept, physical, moral, and
social ruin will corrupt the race.

The stability of the family is necessary for the proper
protection and training of children. When the family breaks
up for any reason, the chiidren are the greatest sufferers;
they are deprived of their natural home life, the guidance
and care of parents, and the'opportunity of tralning for
life's work. They are also exposed to greater moral dangers
and risks. Society is interested therefore in strengthening

femily 1life for its own present and future good.



Fhmily'breakdown may result from death or dissbility of
the father or mother, from the incompetency of parents, or
from the separation or divorce of the parents. The State,
recognizing the value of the family, is providing increas-
ingly for the care of children left helpless through the
death of parents, particularly the death of the father.,
Families are being kept together.through the aid of chari-
~ ties and mothers'! pensions systems. The State is also
protecting the rights of children in families where parehts.
are neglectful by means of juvenile courts and similar
agencles that intervene to force parents to do their duty
properly toward their children. When separation and divorce
are finally resorted to, society still safeguards the rights
of.the children as far as poSsible by compelling their
support, safeguarding their property rights, 1f any, and
providing for their guardianship.

Without a discussion of the rightness or wrongness of
divorce there is much to be said regarding the responsibility
of divorced parents toward their children.

They can never be independent of the obligation to a
child. Hé has a claim upon them that should always come
first in the minds of fair-minded parents, regardless of
their feelings toward each other. It therefore seems but
fair for them to think out, carefully and seriously, how
they can best meet their obligations, even though they have
failed to work out their own partnership successfully.

To safeguard the future interest of children who are to

be cheated out of normal home 1life, parents must be'willing
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to sacrifice thelr personal grievances, their self-pity, and
sometimes even their rights as determined by the court. They
must be guided by their desire to reduce to a minimum the
effects of a broken home on their child. There is no room
for selfishness and malice. Children should never be made
to take sides for or against either parent. They should not
be hauled into court to bear witﬁess against those whom they
love. They should not have to listen to slander and idle
gossip. Nor in the midst of their confusion, should they be
asked to decide to which parent they will give their alle-
giance.

Altogether too many children are tossed about and men-

tally scarred in the arena of legal controversy. If, however,

parents are so blinded by their own jealousies, ahimosities,

and hatreds, that they cannot protect their child from be-
coming the vietim of their misfortunes, legal prqtection is
needed.

It is difficult for an immature child to figure out why
a good father cannot be a good husband or & good mother a
good wife. If, as it seems, everybody loves his mother, why
should not his father feel the same and vice versa? It is
too much to expect a child to understand that good mothers
and good fathers do not always make equally good partners.

The child should, however, be given as clear an under-
standing as his yeafs permit, of the reason why separation

seems wise. But it is not fair to poison his mind against

either parent.
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The tolerance that divorced parents show for one an-
other, and the affection and respect for each other that
they endeavor to create in their child's mind are, perhaps,
the greatest contributions they can make to minimize the
effects of a broken home. It 1is the intelligent, kindly
humane way to cope successfully with a difficult situation.l

‘ Certain courtesies in_the home would help toward elim-
inating divorce and its resultant effects. The Right Reverend
Edgar Schmiedeler says: "There are many apparently triflingv
little attentions that contain within themselves great possi-
bilities for the promotion of family affection."? Ordinary
courtesies and conventions, seemingly insignificant at times,
will go far toward fostering love between parents and between
parénts énd children while their neglect will lead to con-
tempt and a loss of affection. The simple rule of being
courteous would do much to prevent family friction and to
build up a sense of love and loyalty within the home.

The effect of the depression on the affectional function
of the family itself is exceedingly hard to detect. In some
cases, family ties were loosened and in others they were
stfengthened. On the whole, the effects of the depression
on this function of the family were imperceptible, but the

depression has emphasized the value of the home as a center

of rest and affection.

1. D. A. Thom, M.D., When Parents Part. Director of Habit
Cliniec for Child Guidance, Boston, Mass. The Milwaukee
Journal, April 3, 1938, p. 1Z.

2. Edgar Schmiedeler, An Introductory Study of the Family,
pp. 330=331.
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CHAPTER II. THE RELIGIOUS FUNCTION

Certain religious functions have traditionally been
perfbrmed by the family and its role is significant in the
inculcation and maintenance of ethical,standards. Marriage
is held by many to be a sacrament and some consider it dé-
sirable that a family be formed by mates with the same
church affiliation.

In order to determine the religious function of the
family in the depression, it 1is necessary to consider the
effect of the depression on religion in general. ‘

Some believe that the depression had a tendency to turn
people toward religion. They believe that men have turned
toward a more spiritual interpretation of 1ife. P. W.
Wilson says in "A New Tide of Religion Sweeps Onward" that
a survey of religion suggests three conclusions:

"First, since the turn of the century, man has
been subject to a wave of secularism which has re-
duced the volume of religious observance. Second,
the tide has turned and there is a return of re-
ligious feeling. Third, the returning tide is
affecting religious institutions: there is a revi-
val of organized religion...Fears of war, economic
upheavals, the disentegration of the families -
these are among the reasons that are driving many

people, by no means religious in profession, to
the view that secular sanctions are not enough."l

1. "New York Sunday Times Magazine," December 20, 1936,
ol -y o
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Others say that the emofional zeal which might have
turned into the churches has been put into "near religious
movements" such as zeal for Huey Long, the New Deal, fervor
for the constitution, etc.

These various positions raise the question of the rela-
tionship of the depression to interest in religion, church
membérship, and church attendance;

An answer to these questions would serve as a basis for
a discussion of religion as a function of the family. Hdw;
ever, there are no authoritative works either by church
historians or by sociologists and economists on the effects
of the depression on religion.

Total membership data are so rough that they are not an
adequate index in fluctuations in church interest. In the
first place the term "church member" has different meanings
between the different denominations. Some groups whose
membership requirements are at a minimum, use the term in a
broad sense, while others whose membership requirements are
not at a minimum, use the term in a narrower sense. Another
deficiency of church statistics lies in the fact that methods
of enumerating church membership is often inaccurate. Again,
these figures tell nothing about participation in church life.
Theoreticélly, there may be no variation in the number or
percentage of church members between the depression years and
prospefous years, but there may be great variation in mem-
bers! participation in church activities. However, although

the data is not decisive or entirely conclusive, "in the

\
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country as a'whole, on the besis of available statistics,
there have not been significant changes in church membership
during the depression."l " Nevertheless, there may have been
significant regiénal changes within the various denominational
groupings. For example, the Southern Baptists have‘grown at
& more rapid rate in recent years than the Northern Baptists.
Agaih, year book figures for various denominations suggest a
sharp increase in the memberShip of minor "fundamentalist
groups" during the depression years. However, this growth
has been fairly'constant since 1925, and the number of people
belonging to these groups is small in comparison with other
denominations. Although newer sects make inroads on the
older established religious groups, among the large estab-
lished denominations one group does not readily make great
gains over another. (Refer to Table5).

Another index of people's interest in churches during
the depression in comparison with their interest at other
times would be figures on church attendance. At the begin=
ning of the depression it was assumed that church attendance
would increase tremendously. However, "the general consensus,
based on almost the unanimous opinion of clergymen in personal
correspondence with the author, seems to be that there has
not been a noticeable increase and that where increases did

take place these gains were not of long duration."?

1. Samuel Kincheloe, Research Memorandum on Religion in the

Depression, p. 6.
R, 19ids, PIT1Ie.
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Brunner and Lorge sought to answer this question for
rural regions. The material they gathered indicates that
there has been a decided fallinngff on the part of resident
members. The Middle Atlantic and the South, and the Middle
West decliﬁed. Only the far Westlshowed an increase, and
that was not on the basis of church membership, but of
bpeople in the community. The expiénation given by Brunner
and Lorge is that of "small compéting churches, poorly
trained ministers, and feeble programs."1 Their attendance
summary is given in Table G .

Religious devotions'and prayers in which the entire
femily participate at home are declining.

"In a study made of parents and children in 1930, in-=
cluding samples of school children in rural areas,‘villageé
and cities of various sizes, sbout 1 in 8 white American :
born school children of the seventh, eighth and ninth grades
was found to participate in family prayers. There was not
much difference in the practice of this custom between the
city and the country, though in the very large city the pro-
portion of éhildren'participating was slightly smaller,"?

The same study shows that family attendance at church
is much more Widespfead than family prayers. In the rural

area, 85 per cent of the children went to church with their

families while in the city only 40 per cent went together to

l. Edmund 8. Brunner and Irving Lorge, Rural Trends in

Depression Years.
2, TRecent Social Trends in the United States. Renort of

the President's Research‘Commitfée on Social Trends,
Vol. I, p. 6'74.
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church. Family reading of the Bible was reported by 22 per-
cent of the rural white children and 10 percent of the city
children. Greace at meals was the practice in 30 percent of
the samples in the large city and 38 percent from the rural
area. .

Summarizing, the writer calls attention to the fact
thaf.the religious function of the family has not been
operating as strongly in the immediate past as it has
formerly and religious devotions in the home have declined

as has church attendance by the family as a unit.
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CHAPTER III. THE ECONOMIC FUNCTION

In considering the influence of external factors on the
economic function, the family maﬁ be regarded both as a pro-
ductive unit and as a cdnsumptive unit, As = productive
unit, 1its functions have decreased. Numerous products, in
past decades made in the home, are now being made in agencies
outside the home. This shift, up until 1929 has been docu-

mented in Recent Social Trends.l

In 1929 "the proportion of all families engaged in pro-

duction and trade as a family unit enterprise had declined

and the provortion of consumers' goods and services which
families purchase in the market rsther than produce at home
had increased. These two trends may be highly correlated,
but their sociological implications are somewhat different."?
Families organized around a family unit enterprise

differ from other families since they have more ties holding
the members of the family together. Although the ties are
more numerous, this does not necessarily mesn that they are
always stfonger taken as a whole than the fewer ties which

connect the members of a family'which is not organized around

a family unit economic enterprise.

1. Recent Sociel Trends in the United States, Vol. I,

Chapter VILI.
2. Samuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, op. cit., p. 10.
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Differentiating in greater detail, it may be seen that
the wife 1s a producer as well as homemaker in a family
organized around a family unit economic enterprise, and her
production differs from that of a wife employed in a depart-
ment store, office, or factory, or of wives whose only duty
is to keep house. The wife who is a producer as well as
homemeker, is, in a sense, her huéband's business partner
rather than a suppiementary-contributor to the family purse
or rather than a housekeeper alone. Therefore, the ties
between the husband and wife in such a family are more
numerous. Children in such families may be not only economic
assets but business partners as well., Therefore, the ties
between parents and childreﬁ are more numerous. On the
whole, such families_have more occasions arising which re-
quire decisions by which all the members of the family are
affected. This is implied by what has been said above. It
should be noted that occasions requiring decisions also have
the possibility of being occasions for confliet. However, it
is probable that these occasions promote family solidarity
since the welfare of the whole family is at stake.

Since most families organized around a family unit of
economic enterprise are probably rural, it is necessary to
look at the differential effects of depression on the rela-
tive distribution of the urban and rural population. The
decade from 1920-1929 was characterized by a heavy migration
from the farms to the city, but "When the industrial depres-
sion struck in the winter of 1929-1930, a backward trek to
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the country set in, despite the fact that economic conditions
were bad in the rural regions. There was not only an exodus
to the open country, particulariy the poorer land areas, but
also an increase in the cultivation of small tracts in the
neighborhood of cities. Agriculture in its depressed state
might be able to provide only a meager sténdard of living,
but the farm at least provided foéd and shelter, which the
empty factory did not proyide."l

An agricultural census taken Janu#ry 1, 1935 showed an
increase in farm population of 1,356,000 since April 1, 1930
(about 1,630,000 since January 1, 1930); and the increase in
the number of farms between 1930 and 1935 "was relatively
greater than the populatlonr- nine per cent as compared with
five per cent. Evidently a decrease occurred in population
per farm."® This is surprising in view of the fact that
millions of people returned to farms, many of whom were seek-
ing shelter and sustenance with relatives or friends.

From the standpoint of family organizétion, it may be
said that the depression tended to increase the number of
families organized around a rural famlly unit economic enter-
prise. It would also be interesting to know whether, apart
from shifts from farm to store and vice versa, the depression
tended to increase or decrease the number of village, town,
~and city families operating stores, shops, or other service

institutions as family unit enterprises; but data are almost

1. Samuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, op. cit., p. 13.
2, 0. E. Baker, "Rural and Urban Distribution of the Popula-
tion," Annals of the American Academy of Political and

Social Scilence, November, 1936, p. 264.




- wholly lecking concerning this subject.
evidence for or against a marked shift in 1930-1933 in the

There is no clear

26.

proportion of urban families organized around a family unit

enterprise.

fact .that although there is a difference between families

"There are no recent data on small manufactur-
ing establishments with a gross of less than five
thousand dollars per year nor on household handi-
craft industries. Although there are scattered
reports of families in depressed textile towns who
set up small looms in their homes, there is little
evidence of an important increase in household
handicraft in urban regions. 1In rural areas, par-
ticularly among farmers living along highways,
there probably was an increase in the production
of home-manufactured articles for sale (e. g. bed-
spreads in Georgia, ;elly and preserves in many
parts of the country) and farmers supplemented
their income not only by selling family handicraft
but also by selling farm produce at roadside stands.
Such cases would not necessarily imply a shift in
family organization, since the farm family already
is orgafized about a family unit economlic enter-
prise.”

"The role which the gasoline pump played in
enabling the members of a family to cooperate in
surviving the depression is in itself of some
interest; particularly, as the roadside filling
stations, which also dispense confectionery and
soft drinks grew rapidly in numbers throughout
the depression. The Census of Retail Distribu-
tion reported a net increase of forty per cent
in Tilling stations in 1929-1933; and sixteen
per cent in 1934-1935,"2

In concluding this section, attention is called to the

organized around a unit economic enterprise, and those

which are not, there are also differences in the degree to

which the whole family cooperates in such an enterpriss,

Problems encountered therein may have had either a weakéning

or strengthening effect.

1. Samuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, op. cit., p. 16.
2 !

IBia. ) WX,
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In considering the family as a unit of consumption,
attention must be given to the effects of the depression
on the economic functions which are found in varying
degrees, among all families, These include such activities
as baking, canning, laundering, and sewing. Prior_to the
depression, these activities were leaving the home. It is
very probable that this trend waé interrupted during the
depression, simply because of a reduction in purchasing
bower. |

From the Census of Retall Distribution, it is possible
to compare the dollar sales at retall made by various types
of outlets. These dollar figuresradjusted for price changes
and then reduced to relatives of 1929 are presented in Table
i énd show the approximate changes in physical volume of
trade through several types of outlets. The figures show
that the physical volume of sales have increased in filling
stations, remained constant in food stores, and have re-
mained almost constant in general merchandise stores
(including urban department stores). In drug and apparel
stores thefe were moderate decreases, and in hardware
stores, lumberyards, and furniture stores there were marked
decreases.

Other data concerning the physical unit sales of
specific consumer goods is shown in Table 8. .Tﬁe physical
output of individual commodities, 1920-1934, has been re=-

ported on by'the NationaliBureau of Economie¢ Research, and

their findings are shown in Table 9.



The data in Tables 7, 8,4and 9 6oma from different
sources and seem to tell very much the same story of the
character of change in total consumption during the
depression.

Several conclusions may be drawn from these tables.

"1, The total consumpticn of foods changed very
little during the depression., This is evidenced by
the physical sales through food stores, by the
physical units of meat, whet flour, and butter sold,
and the physical production of potatoes, fruits and
vegetables, and milk.

"2, The sales through general merchandise
outlets, including urban department stores, re-
mained fairly constant during the depression.
This is in contrast to the trend of sales through
country general stores. Perhaps the decrease in
the latter is due partially to greater mobility,
which has resulted in country people increasing
their purchases in city stores. To the extent
that this is true, the change is not due directly
to the depression. Moreover, this shift of patron-
age may account in part for the maintained wolume
of sales by urban department stores.

"3, The use of automobiles seems not to have
declined, This is indicated by the sales through
filling stations and by the sales of gasoline. The
sales of passenger automobiles in physical units,
on the other hand, showed a very pronounced decline.
This is evidence of the ability of people to use
automobiles for a longer period of years than had
previously been the custom. It is interesting to
note also that automobile tires showed a marked
decline in physical volume of output. This is
probably associated with an improvement in quality;
another partial explanation may be that it was not
necessary to furnish tires as new equipment on as
many new automobiles during the depression as
previously. Certainly the gasoline figures indicate
that motor vehicles went as many miles as previously.

"4, There has been an interesting shift in
volume of production and consumption of different
types of textiles. The output of rayon increased
materially. The output of silk decreased somewhat
and that of cotton and wool textiles decressed much
more strikingly. Part of the reduction in wool



consumption is due to the reduction in outputoof wool
carpets and rugs. Undoubtedly a weighted index would
show some total reduction in yards of textiles con-
sumed,

"5, Another case of change in the relative
status of related commodities is found in the fact
that cigarettes decreased very little and for a
brief period while cigars decreased materially and
had not recovered in 1934.

"6. The domestic use of electricity showed a
considerable increase throughout the period of the
depression. Associated with this was the striking
increase in the sale of electrical refrigerators
and the continued active sale of many other elec-
tricel devices for the home. One cannot, of course,
attribute this increase to the depression - more
likely, it may be said to have occurred despite the
depression.

"7. Durable consumer goods, such as furniture
and automobiles, showed a striking reduction in
sales. This reduction, however, may have been
accompanied by no reduction in use, as is indicated

-in the case of_sautomobiles by the gasoline consump-

tioen figures.”

Table 10 shows changes in income and in percentage

distribution of expenditures of wage earners, clerks, and

executives, 1920-1932.
interpreted to mean that a largér percentage of income was
reserved for "miscellaneous”

a reduction in the percentage used for food,

shelter.

is in direct contradiction to Engel's laws of consumption.

In reality all the data really mean is that "if the same

The data included therein might be

expenditures, while there was

clothing, and

29,

Such an interpretation, however, is erroneocus and

things had been purchased in 1932 as in 1929, the changes in

and 'miscellaneous'!

‘relative prices would have caused food to cost a smaller,'

expenditures."®

to cost a larger proportion of the total

1.
2.

Roland S. Vaile, Research NMemorandum on Consumption in

the Depression, pp. 19-22.
md', p. 280
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Many family problems in connection with the depression
are concerned to some extent with differential work oppor-
tunities for family members in the depression‘and recovery.
For example:

"Any effects of the depression in possibly
tending to shift authority in the home from hus-
band to wife would be = function, in part, of the
relative ability of husband and wife to keep or
find jobs. The adjustment made in the depression
by the hundreds of thousands of young women who
failed to marry during the depression in the United
States would vary in its nature depending on the
employment opportunities for these women. The
strain on the protective functions of the family
for the care of older people or for the care of
youth would depend on the relative job opportunities
for these people at both ends of the age distribu-
tion of workers, as compared with opportunities for
those who are neither o0ld nor very young."l:

"T'wo broad but relevant generalizations emerge
rather clearly from data which have been collected:

(1) Women seem to have fared better than men,
with respect to employment, in the earlier
years of the depression, but the female
advantage seems to have narrowed as the
depression progressed, and in the recovery
period.

(2) The youngest age groups, without previous
work experience, and the oldest age groups
-seem to have fared worse throughout both
the depression and the recovery period
than the age groups twenty-five to forty-
four, and the heaviest impacts may have
been upon the youngest rather than the
oldest age groups. “

Evidence supporting the firbst generalization is drawn
from several types of data. Although the data may be faulty
and subject to errors of representativeness of coverage and
definition, all the types of data converge to the same con-

clusion and strengthen confidence in the interpretation.

1, Semuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, op. cit., p. 25.
2. Ibid:y Pt 28



31.

Available data indicate that the industries in which male
workers tend to be concentrated were affected more severely
by the depression than those in which large numbers of
females work. This is illustrated in Tables 11 and 12 which
are derived from a comparison of the 1930 census statistics
on the industry and sex of gainful workers, together with
Robert Nathan's estimates of unemployment by industry and
Lee Wolman's index numbers of employment by industry. Table
11 compares estimates of average annual unemployment from
1929 to 1935 in industries in which men:and women, respec=-
tively, appear in large proportions. From these data it is
apparent that female workers, by virtue of the nature of
. the industrles in which they are primarily employed, would
not, very probably, become unemployed as quickly or as
extensively as male workers. This conclusion is further
substantiated by analyzing the employment in "male" and
"female" industries within the manufacturing group. Data
for industries within the manufacturing group are not
included in Nathan's estimates, but Wolman's employment
indexes available for specific industries, can be used for
this purpoée. Such an snalysis is presented in Table 12.
"Some analysis of relative employment of males

and females within a given industry also is pos-

sible. The fact that the administration section

of an industry is likely to be less elastic than

the production section presumably would tend to

operate in favor of women, since women are more

likely to be employed in the former section. Two

factors may have tended to counteract one another

to some extent with respect to the employment of

men and women in equivalent jobs. On the one hand,

some employers may have turned to female labor be-
cause it is cheaper and, on the other hand, some
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employers may have turned back to male labor when -

they could get it during the_depression as cheaply

as female labor previously."

"Annual employment data compiled by five state
labor departments, 1929-1934, indicate uniformly

thet index numbers of female employment showed less

drop between 1920 and 1932 than index numbers of

male employment. The serles which is generally

considered the most comprehensive of any state

employment data, namely that of Ohio, indicates

that the percentage declines from 1929 were less

between 1929 and 1934 for females in industries

taken as a whole than for males, although males may

have fared relatively better than females in trade,

transportation, and public utilities. The fegale

advantage tended to narrow in 1933 and 1934."

No comparable data on a national scale are available, since
the Bureau of Labor Statlstics employment series is not
presented by sex.

In the Census of April 1, 1930, the percentage of female
gainful workers reported as ﬁnemployed was less than that of
the male gainful workers reported as unemployed. "This was
true 1in all broad industry groups, in all age groups, and in
all sections of the country by Census geographical divi-
sions."® In the unemployment Census of 1931, seventeen of
the nineteen cities enumerated showed that the proportion of
female unemployment was less than that of male unemployment.
The 1934 Gensus of Massachusetts and the Michigan Census of
1935 show the same results. A comparison of the information
in three periods for Boston and Detroit, by age, is particu-
larly interesting, as Table 13 shows.

Even when allowance for error is made, it is obvious

that the percentage of males unemployed was greéter in all

1 B Ibido ) pp . 30-31 .
2, THM:, .S,
3. 1Ibid., p. 33.
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periods considered. The ratios in Table 13 are seemingly
lpwer in 1934 and 1935 than at the beginning of the
depression., This lowering of ratios may have been due to an
increased entry of women into the labor market.

All figures of state and federai unemployment offices
suggest almost without exception that women were more suc-
cessful in finding jobs in the depfession than men, and
"The impact of the depression was most severe on maies and
females in the youngest and the oldest age groups and the
least severe on those of twenty-five to forty-five. It is
also thought that the impact of unemployment may have been
greater on the youngest age groups than on the oldest.

Table 14 bears out the 1attef contention. The general con=-

sistency of the picture in the Pennsylvania, Massachusetts,

and Michigan state censuses 'argues for the belief that the

youth may have béen hit worse by unemployment than the older
people.! "l

Economic changes affect the age of marriage, the activi-
ties of women, husband and wife relationships, the authority
of parents, family security and many other aspects of family
life. The effects of the depression on individual families
vary in accordance with the fundamental characteristics of
each family prior to its economic collapse. Thus we find
vtrends-toward family diSorganization and demoralizatibn and
other trends toward family unity and family loyalty. "In-

creased tension, desertions, drinking, viece, and mental

1. Ibid., p. 35.
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abnormality reveal the first; and sacrifice, more use of
home, and a wiser philosophy of living express the second
trend, "l '

In many instances the depression has been an occasion
rather than a cause of family tension. Family problems which
had been dormant, wére brought to the surface, enlafged‘upon,
and made disastrous; whereas undef ordinary circumstances this
might not have been the case.

The continuous presence of the husband and father in
the home often increased family tensions and led to discord.
Wives sometimes attributed their husband's unemployment to
something for which he rather than social conditions was to
- blame. Again, in many instahces, the wife became the finan-
clal support of the family and the husband lost status as
its head. This loss of status, lncidentally, varied with
the total amount of unemployment in the community and the
number of unemployéed in the same age group.

The presence: of in-laws in the home also ecreated con-
flict situations and was a factor making for marital discord.
Serious problems éf discipline developed from the doubling up
of families with different ideas of child training, and dur-
ing the depreésion hundreds of thousands of families were
forced to double up.

The Real Property Inventory taken in sixty-four cities

as of January, 1934, shows that the percentage of "extra

1. Ernest Groves, "Adaptations of the Family,"™ American
Journal of Sociology, May, 1935. R
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families" varied from two to fifteen per cent of all families
with the greatest doubling up in the Southern cities.t

. The protective function of the family operated during
the depression to an extent not evident for many years. The
amount of aid given by families to relatives cannot be
messured, but this aid was undoubtedly one of the gfeat
cushions of the shock of the depréssidn, eSpecially in 1930~
1932. Relief policies are thought to have increased the
pressure for this aid, since there was a tendency to force
families to get help from relatives before the granting of
relief. As a result of the depression,‘however, security
was assured more than ever before with the passags of the
. Social Security legislation;

In so far as the depression tended to close employment
opportunities for youth, it is likely that youth tended to
remain longer under the parental roof and continued nomin-
ally, at least, to be subject to parental responsibility for
a longer time. Then, too, the decline in the marriage rate
also must have served to prolong the period of nominal

parental responsibility.

There are also indications that the depression has led
to a still greater decline in our birth rate and has been

highest where it has been stimulated by the dole.2

1. Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Real Properties

Inventor 1934.
2. T. Sydensiricker and G. S. J. Perrott, "Sickness, Unemploy-
ment, and Differential Fertility," The Milbank Memorial

Fund Quarterly, Vol. XII, No. 2, 1933.
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CHAPTER 1IV. THE RECREATIONAL FUNCTION

For a comprehensive evaluation of the external factors
influencing the recreational funétion of the family, it is
necessary to take into consideration the great financial
erisis of 1929 with its resultant increase in unemployment
and the greater expansion of leisure time; the greater
cognizance by the public of increased leisure and its social
significance; recognition by the federal government of the
need for recreational facilities and its efforts to supply
them; participation in and attendance at various non-
commercialized and commercialized types of recreation, etec.
Then only can one determine the effects of external factors
on the recreational functions of the family.

The more obvious effects of the depression upon recrea-
tion and leisure time stand out clearly and can readily be
stated. Leisure expanded in an unprecedented manner during
the depression, while recreational activities were seriously
curtailed because of lack of funds. The occurrence of either
one of these effects alone would have been a matter of ma jor
importance with far-reaching 1mplicat16ns ih the social and
econoﬁic world. But the expansion of leisure, at a time
when people could ill afford to enjoy it, introduced an

unusual situation and one which is worthy of study.
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Leisure in such a large measure and its concomitant
distribution among people of all classes is a new experiment
in the modern world. Traditionally, leisure was for the.
favored few; the gulf between those fortunately situated and
the lower social and economic classes was clearly marked.
However, as the process of industrialization and urbanization
went forward, technological changes brought about‘shérter
hours of labor. By 1929, the struggle to cut dowh the
length of the workday and the workweek had achieved consider-
able success, but

"it was not until the onset of the recent widespread
business stagnation that the movement toward shorter
hours gained rapid momentum. A bill limiting work-
ing hours to thirty per week under certain conditions
was being favorably considered by Congress early in
1933 as a means of dealing with the unemployment
emergency, when the passage of the National Recovery
Act with its provisions for the limitation of hours
under codes of fair compstition made unnecessary
special legislation concerning hours of labor.,

Within two years after the establishment of the
National Recovery Administration, approximately two-
thirds of the workers covered by the industrial
codes in operation at that time were enjoying a
workweek of forty hours or less. It is estimated
that the maximum workweek in 1935 was five hours
shorter than in 1929, a reduction in hours far
greater than during any similar period in the past."l

After the National Recovery Act was abolished in 1935, a
six-hour day and a five-day weék became a paramount issue
with organized labor, and the thirty-hour week was put into
effect by several large employers of labor.

| The increase of leisure for certain groups led to

extravagant éssumptions. Many popular statements seemed to

1. Jesse F. Steiner, Research Memorandum on Recreation in
the Depression, p. I9. Taken from Leo. Wolman, Weges
Znd Hours under the Codes of Fair Competition. Eu%Ietin
5Z, ~“WMarch 15, 1935, P. B.




assume that the gain in shorter hours durihg the depression
were wider than they actually were. Accurate generalizations
concerning recent reductions in working hours are difficult
to. make due to the numerous and wide variations in the dif-
ferent trades and occupations as well as in different places. .
Then, too, the abolition of the N. R. A. in May, 1955, made
ineffective hundreds of codes thét had been adopted.

After governmental restrictions upon the maximum hours
of work had been removed, it was generally assumed that most
of the gains made in the movement for shorter hours would be
lost very rapidly. There have been no extensive studies of
this situation, but a preliminary report by the National
Industrial Conference Board in Januafy, 1936, states that
the average wofking_hours per week in twenty-five manufac-
turing industries cpmbined, incressed from 36.7 in April,
1935 to 38.5 in October of that year or 4.9 per cent. A
longer workweek was noted in eighteen industries, a shorter
workweek in five industries, and no change in two industries.
A deifinite increase took place in the average workweek, but
some of these increcsses are explainable on seasonable
grounds.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics of the Department of
Labor reached similar coneclusions.

"Their findings show that between May and November,

1935, there was an average increase of two hours in

the workweek of menufacturing industries, an increase

due mainly to business improvements. Only twormanu-

facturing industries - non-ferrous metals and rail-

road repair shops - were operating as long as forty-

one hours a week. The lumber and food industries
were maintaining forty hour schedules while all
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other manufacturing industries were working less

than forty hours a week. Longer hours of work were

characteristic of the non-manufacturing industries

with the exception of coal mining. Hotel employees
had the longest workweek, approximately forty-eight
hours, and electric railway and motor bus operators
stood second with forty-five hours. In general,
however, only slight changes in hours of labor had

taken place in the six months following the aboli-

tion of the National Recovery Administration codes."l

The precedihg findings run counter to statements issued
by labor organizations which called attentioh to the ten-
dencey in some lines of work to return to pre-N. R. A.
standards. They say that such drastic changes were made in
the service trades and garment-making industries that a
return to sweatshop conditions was threatened. v

Table 15 estimates weekly gains in hours of leisure for
wage earners, and classifiestthe latter according to sex and
skill for the years 1921 to 1936 inclusive. This table
shows that women wage earners gained much less leisure than
men wage earners and that skilled male workers (whose hours
of work were shorter) gained less than the unskilled.

One of the problems which presents itself in trying to
determine the amount of leisure time is the fact that not
all people have regular employment and regular working
hours. Many are not forced to.work by the clock. Then, too,
casual and seasonal lsbor is so irregular that it is diffi-
cult to measure. The free-time of housewives varies widely

depending upon the labor saving devices, the number and'age

of children, ability to hire help, etc. Small shopkeepers

1. Ibid.’ pl 21. ;



and professional people determine to a great extent their
own hours of work. It is difficult to determine the amount
of leisure these people have or how much it inecreased dufing
the depression. The working hours of many independently
employed must have been cut down during the depression
because of the far-reaching effects of business stégnation.
On the other hand, "housewives véry probably made no galns
in leisure. Children's leisure remained largely the same
except where the school term was cut down by lack of funds
or where children were forced to work because of hard times."l
Here, however, it is well to note that young people under
. twenty ordinarily were not hired as easily as their parents
during the depression.

| Although it is difficult to measure accurately the
increase of leisure with the onslaught of the depression,
the extraordinary trend toward more free time for millions
of people 1s easily discernible; and this remarkable change
in the free time of workers has directed public attention to
the social significance of widespread leisure.

When the movement for shorter hours first began, it was
thought of primarily in terms of the effliciency of the
workers and the possible effect upon the cost of production
and the reduction of unemployment. Of late, there is a
great deal of thought and writing in connection with the
effect of expanding leisure upon the mass of the people and

its far-reaching social implications. BSome writers feel

1. .Ivsd.; p. 22.
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that the expansion of leisure has made the people restless
and discontented with existing social conditions. They are
the ones who hold that leisure gives time for thought,
facilitates gatherings for the discussion of grievances, and
‘therefore enhances the danger of revolt. On the other hand,
others believe that the wider spread of leisure Wiil result
in & social and intellectual advance that will prove helpful
in solving the pressing problems of our time. Much that has
been written is purely speculative or impressionistic, and
only reflects the unsupported opinions of the writers, and
serious research on the subject is handicapped by the failure
of recreational agencies and governmental departments to
collect the materials needed in such‘studies; ‘
In studying thé effect of the expansion of leisure, it
is also necessary to consider the problem of enforced leisure
among the millions of unemployed. The problem of unemploy=-
ment is not new, but it has never been so widespread and
devastating in its social and economic effects. Millions
who were used to working had to habituate themselves to long
periods of idleness with no assurance of work in the future.
Forced leisure of this kind differs greatly in quality from
that which affords respite from daily toil. The sense of
failure, anxiety for the future, and the feeling of help-
lessness as savings disappear maeke inevitable a mental
attitude fer different from that experienced when one is
responding to normal periods of leisure. How to lessen the

demoralizing effects of forced leisure has become a major

problem.
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Significant efforts to deal with this phase of the

unemployment problem were made during the depression through

the establishment on an extensive scale of leisure time

programs planned specificaliy for the unemployed.

Various

types of leisure time activities were sponsored by govern-

mental agenciles and were participated in by large nﬁmbers

of people.

Four or five decades ago,
taken toward community action
public's indifference greatly

Private leadership was at the

when the first steps were
in the field of recreation the
limited the scope of activity.

helm, and 1little encouragement

was given to those who sought the active cooperation of

public authorities. However, between 1910 and 1930, rapid
progress was made in developing public recreation as a '
governmental function and municipal appropriations were
granted in increasing amounts to expand park acreage and to
construct athletic fields, ﬁwimming pools, bathing beaches,
tennis courts, golf courses, and other recreational features.
County governments supplemented the city park facilitlies by
establishing county parks in outlying areas. A growing
interest in outdoor life called attention to the recreational
possibilities of state and national parks and forests, and
efforts were made to make these government lands more
accessible and attractive to tourists. During the 1920's

the federal government and some of the states made great
progress in building up these outdoor recreational facilities
A ' appropriations

and their use grew at a rapid speed. However,
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for this new governmental function were often hard to secure,
and it is not surprising that with the coming of the depres-
sion one of the first economies in governmental expenditures
was a reduction in recreational budgets.

Reports made to the National Recregtion Association by
795 cities show. that city and county budgets for récreation
in 1933 were only a little more than half of what they were
in 1929,1 This cut, which included@ the expenditures of park
departments and commissions, recreation departments and
commissions, and the recreational activities of school
boards, meant in a few cases temporary suspension of recrea-
tional services. However, in geheral, ways and means were
found so that such activities could be continued in a more
or less restricted manner.

Fortunately, this decline in local appropriations to
recreation departmehts was offset in many citigs by the use
of federal and state relief funds for the employment of
persons on recreational projects. "In fact, one of the sig-
nificant developments in the field of pubiicbrelief during
the past few yeafs was the active leadership and cooperation
of unemployment relief agencies in the promotion of local

community recreational programs,"®

The Federal Emergency Relief Administration and the

Works Progress Administration both encouraged and abetted

1. L. H. Weir, "Parks and Recreation," What the Depression
Has Done to Cities, Chapter V. ' :
2. 'J. F. Steiner, op. cit., p. 57.
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the improvement of public recreational facilities in rural
communities as well as in cities. In this work the federal
government cooperated with local arencies interested in

public recreation end tried to develop sufficient local

'interest so that the enterprise would continue when the aid

of the federsl government was withdrawn.

Some idea of the nature and extent of emergency recrea-
tional activities may be defived from the followiﬂg statement
concerning thé work of the Recreation Department of the
Works Progress Administration of Indiana.

"One hundred and ninety-four school buildings
have been used for recreational purposes from one
to six nights a week during the year. One hundred
and fifty-six agencies, churches, libraries, etc.,
twelve city halls, three court houses, five armories,
and fifty-two wacant buildings have been used as
recreational centers. Communities are seeing the
value of using public buildings to capacity as well
as making use of vacant buildings which have been
standing as monuments to the depression...Attend-
ance of the public in all types of recreational
activities sponsored by the Department in the state
during the past six months has been slightly over
one million per month. Of this amount about seventy-
five per cent has been in physical activities...
Community programs, including Hallowe'en and Christ-
mas celebrations, not only attracted the largest
attendance but provided opportunities for local
talent. Cultural activities have included sixty-nine
choral groups, forty-one bands and orchestras, and
ninety-two dramatic clubs...State and local hobby
and craft exhibits have attracted much attention.
The value of this activity cannot be overestimated...
The number of contacts per Daid leader has varied
from 1,400 to 3,000 per month.

Altogether more than 20,000 work projects were compieted

throughout the country in the field of public¢ recreation.

1. "Proceedings of First Annual Meeting of the State
Recreation Committee of the Works Progress Administra-
tion." 1Indianapolis, 1935, pp. 16-17 Mimeo.



Every state shared in this program, which was broad and
flexible enough to meet the needs of different kinds of
communities.

This recognition by the federal government of the value
of leisﬁre time programs, at a time when public resources
were strained to the utmost to relieve the destitufe, is a
landmark in the history of the pﬁblic recreation movement.

Emergency work relief funds greatly acceleraﬁed the
improvement of parks and forest lands. The Civilian Con=-
servation Corps did much to develop recreational areas.
Approximately 150,000 young men in C. C. C. camps were

engaged in this work under the National Park Service with
6,000 professionally and téchnically trained persons to .

plan and supervise their activities. 1In 1934 five million
dollars were set aside by the Federal Surplus Relief
Corporation to acquire submarginal agricultural lands to be
used for recreational areas and the National Park Service

was asked to take charge of this part of the federal program.l

According to the Annual Report of the Secretary of the

Interior for the year 1935, twenty-two projects, which will
furnish recreational facilities for more than twenty million
people living within a radius of fifty miles from large
cities, were approved for acquisition and development. These

projects cover more than 540,000 acres and, when completed,

will have required an expenditure of $2,800,000.

1. Annual Report of the Secretary of the Interior, 1934,
Pie oL Tl :
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In spite of a tendency toward a decline in pleasure
travel during the depression, wide use has been made of
our national forests. In 1934, thirty-eight million people
visited or passed through the national forests and thirteen
millions stayed long enough to enjoy real reereation,t
Table 16 shows that the number of visitors~arriving at
national parks during the years 1929-1935 inclusive remained
relatively high. ‘

Paradoxical as it may seem, public recreation, which
secured adequate appropriations only with difficulty in
prosperous yeérs, made distinct gains during the depression.
The financing of recreational projects by federal and state
governments in connection ﬁith the administration of emer-
geﬁcy relief was a large factor in bringing this about.
Without this financial assistance, such activity would have
suffered a serious setback. However, other than the finan-
cial factor entered in to advance public recreation at this
time. Many people had to give up expensive forms of private
recreation.and this led to the crowding of public parks and
play fields. Then, too, the greatly increased leisure became
a news item of wide interest and led to frequent discussions
iﬁ popular journals of the inadequate recreational facilities.
Furthermore, the staggering amount of unemployment caused
social and civic agencies to promote recreational programs

as a means of overcoming the deteriorating effects of

1. R. H. Rutledge, "Planning the Natiénal Forests for
Greater Recrecational Use," Recreation, 29:445, 1935.
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long-continued idleness. So while the resources of the
nation were concentrated on relief and recovery, publiec
recreation gained in public favor and plans for its furﬁher
development were made in a more far-reaching manner than
ever before.

Organized community recreation increased during the
depression due to the federal goVernment's subsidy. A ten-
year review published by the National Recreation Association
estimates the number of people employed in community recrea-
tional activities as having increased from 17,000 to 44,000
between 1925 and 1935. The expenditures during these years
increased from $19,000,000 to over $37,000,000. Even the
changes reported in facilifies and expenditure between 1933
and 1935 are markedf The expenditures in 1933 were $27,065,
854, and in 1935, $37,472,409.1

In the midst of the rising tide of reereational develop-
ment, came the financial crash of 1929 and this'resulted in
a curtailment of recreational expenditures on the part of
individuals and families. Many were able‘to live as usual,
but millions were entirely deprived of their ordinary means
of livelihood or found themselves in exceptionally straight-
ened circumstances. People who lost thousands or millions
were compelled to practise economies in their recreational
life. Those on & lower economic scale had to give up
commercialized recreation entirely or to a great extent.

The forms of mass recreation which the individual could

1. Roland 8. Vaile, op. cit., p. 25.
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enjoy at a minimum of expense were in great demand. Private
golf clubs lost in membership, but municipal golf courses
were crowded as usual. Public tennis courts were crambed
in.spite of the comparatively high cost of equipment needed
to play the game. An increasingly large use was made of
bathing beaches and swimming pools. "The wave of pbpularity
of this type of water sports confinued unabated during the
depression. In estimated numbers pérticipating, it ranks
as the most popular American sport. Even in cities where a
large portion of the public recreation personnel was dis-
missed because of lack of funds, life guards at bathing
beaches and swimming pools were retained."l

‘As far as commercialized recreation is concerned, a
rapid survey of thevmore easily available evidence concerning
recent developments is sufficient to indicate the varying
fortunes of profit-seeking ventures in this field during the
past few years., Statistics show that public support of
professional games and sports declined duriné the depression.
Promoters reduced admission prices to cope with the problem,
but the crowds were smaller than in former yearé. In the
field of professional baseball; the minor leagues in the
smaller cities suffered most, and if it had not been for the
support of the two major leagues, only the strongest minor
circuits could have survived the worst years of the depres-
sion. The National League attendance in 1932 decreased about
forty per cent from the year 1931.2 The American League

Y. d..Fa fteiner, o0p..olt., Ba.45s
2, Literary Digest, 114337, July 30, 1932.
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fared a little better, but had smaller crowds than it .did
in the late 1920's. Only the World Series games were able
to attract capacity crowds - and in spite of the usual high
admission prices.

- Professional football grew in popularity where it was
already established, but did not spread to smallervcities.
Popular interest in football was‘limited 1argely_to the
college game. Attendance at college football gamés was
lowest in 1932, but has been steadily climbing since thén -
especially on occasions when championships are st stake.
Admission prices were, in general, lowerec to attract the
usual crowds. According td an estimate by the Associated
Press, attendance at college games in 1935 showed a forty
per cent increase over 1932.1

Professional fennis was profitable during the depression.
"Each year a professional team toured the large cities of 7
the country, and while their gross receipts were lowest in
1932 and 1933, they continued to be money-makiﬁg ventures,"

Boxing and prize-fighting continued beiﬁg a popular
sport and Several championship matches:broughtflargé‘prbfits
to the promoters and participants. However, measured by
federal taxes collected on admissions, boxing contest
receipts declined more than fifty per cent between 1929 and
1932. |

In the field of commercial amusements, there was a large

reduction in profits. "The theaters, concerts, etc., that

1. All Sports Record Book, 1936, p. 204.
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were subject to federal taxés may have suffered a loss in
patronage of more than two-thirds between 1929 and 1932.
The assessment of new taxes beginning with 1933 makes iﬁ
impossible to use this_measure throughout the depreséion
period, but the available figures seem to show no marked
trend toward recovery between 1933 and 1935."1 |

‘During the first years of the depression establishments
classified by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue as roof
gardens and cabarets did not experience such heavy losses,
and in 1935 they made substantial gains in income.Z2

"Business interests that secure their profits.
from pleasure travel and the tourist trade suffered
serious losses, especlally during the first years
of the depression., Seasonal hotels, which rely
largely upon the patronage of tourists and vaca-
tionists, showed a decline of seventy-five per cent
in receipts between 1929 and 1933. .The decline in
pleasure travel was overcome to a considerable
extent by lower fares put into effect by both
railwey and steamship companies. Largely because of

- this policy adopted by travel agencies, pleasure
travel was one of the first forms of recreation to
show a decided upward trend. By the year 1935
travel had increased to the point where transporta-
tion agencies were beginning to face the problem of
crowded passenger accommodations."S

The aforementioned indices indicate that commercialized
recreation declined until the year 1932 and then began to
revive. |

The value of sporting goods as a whole produced ip the
United States, as reported by the Census of Manufacture,

decreased from $58,289,000 in 1929 to $25,267,000 in 1933,

1. Annual Reports of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue,
- 9 * e, )

2. 1Ibid.
3, Jesse F. Steiner, op+ cit., p. 96.
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a decline of fifty-seven per cent. The net sales of amuse-
ment and sporting goods (wholesale trade), according to the
Census of Distribution, declined from $485,400,000 in 1929

to $271,888,000 in 1933, a decline of forty-four per cent.

However, before making anything but a very general conclu-

sion, one must consider the decline or rise of 1mpbrts and

eprrts of sporting goods and vafiations in prices in the

different years.l

In the 1929 and 1931 publications of the Census of
Manufactures, the different kind of sporting goods were
reported on both as to quantity and value. This makes it
possible to determine changes in the use of equipment for
various sports and games. VHowever,flater reports issued
dufing the depression were so abbreviated that they are only
- useful in ascertaining trends in a very general way. For
example, a comparison of the 1929 and 1931 reports shows
that while the value of footballs manufactured during those
years declined six per cent, their actual number almost
doubled. Baseball equipment showed a similar decrease in
value with an increase.in the number of bats and balls
manufactured. Since the 1933 and 1935 reports did not cover
quantitj as well as value, it is impossible to determine
whether the decline in the sporting goods industry during
the depression was due to lowered prices or to actual reduc-

tion in the quantity of goods manufactured.

Ty~ Ibids; P 44=45.
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Attendance at moving picture theaters decreased approxi-
mately forty per cent between 1929 and 1952 and then began
to mount upward. At the end of 1932 more than thirty per
cent of the motion picture theaters were not in use and the
construction of new theaters was practically at a stand-
still. While totel admissions to theaters declined,there was
record-breaking attendance at théaters showing unusual films
which had a wide and popular appeal:; and although'motion
picture attendance declined, (refer to Table 17), this
continued to be America's most popular form of commercialized
recreation.

The number of families owning radios rose rapidly between
1930 and 1935 according to‘governmental reports and Roland
Vaile says that "During the depression both radio broad-
casting and the installed number of receiving sets increased
continuously. From 1930 to 1936 the total nuﬁber of radio
sets, exclusive of automobile radios, increased steadily
from twelve million to nesrly twenty-three million. In
addition, auto radios have increased from none in 1930 to
three million in 1936."

"According to the best available estimates, the number
of families in the United States owning radio sets increased
by' four million between 1930 and 1932 and made a further
gain of six million between 1932 and 1935."2

Samuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, after reading

numerous unpublished case studies, came to the conclusion

1. Roland S. Vaile, op. cit., p. 24.
2. Jesse F. Steiner, op. cit., p. 95.
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that the depression tended to increase the proportion of
recreational activities indulged in jointly by husband and
wife =~ especially.when listening to the radio at home is
taken into consideration.l :

A recent survey undertaken by the National Recfeational
Associstion tends to support this assertion. This'survey
determined what 5,002 average men and women in twenty-nine
American cities do in their leisure time. Among'the ninety-
four activitiesllisted, the ten most popular activities were
in order: reading newspapers and magazines, listening to
the radio, attending the movies, visiting or entertaining
others, reading fiction books, motoriﬁg, swimming, writing
letters, reading non-fictidn books and conversing.2 All of
these center in or about the home and cost little or nothing.
The writer believesvthat the majority of these are indulged
in jointly by husband and wife.

As far as children in the family are concerned, the
depression probably did not greatly alter the amount of
participation by adolescents in family recreational activi-
ties, since the time they spend in commercialized recreation
outside the home is probably small as compared with the time
spent in non-commercializéd recreation, which was not
necessarily curtailed.

From the foregoing, it may be asserted that recreational

activities as a whole have increased throughout the depression

1. Samuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, v 61E., P 98,

2, "Depression Has Effect on Recreation,” Hygeia, April,
1934.
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as well as during recovery.r As far as the family is con-
cerned, there was an increase, apparently, in the recreationél
activities indulged in jointly by both husband and wife; and
such activity tended to be non-commercial in character to a
much greater extent than in the years prior to 1929. The |
amount of participation by adolescents in family récreational
activities was not grestly alteréd; but recreational activi-
ties which showed the greatest increases were of éuch a

nature as to take the members of the family away from home.
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CHAPTER V. THE EDUCATIONAL FUNCTION

In addition to the affectional, religious, eéonbmic,
protective, and recreational functions, there is~another
function which the family performs, namely, the edﬁcational
function.: The writer will now endeavor to determine the
influence of external factors on this function.

Education has been a function of the family since time
immemorial, but it, too, has undergone a transformation.
When the family was organized around a famlly unit economic
entefprise and the home was the center of play activities,
education was centered there, too. Practically everything
the child learned was learned in the home. Now, however, it
is the school's function to a very great extent to educate
the child, and the school is absorbing an ever larger share
of the responsibility for the education of children. "The
tendency is for more and more children to go to school, to
start schooling et an.earlier age, and to remgin in school
longer."l

Thus some parental educational responsibilities have
been lessened or takenvaway completely. This in itself,"
howsver, is not a bad thing.since the child receives a

better education in the school and yet is at home during his

1, M. P. Nimkoff, The Family, pp. 210-211.
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formative years so that the fémily may play an important
part in the formation of the child's character. In the
latter capaclty, the family still retains its commanding
role. Then, too, in an increasingly complex society, the
child can no longer be adequately taught at home.

Since the writer refers to different types of sbhools,
and since depression influences affect them in different
ways, an explanation of the set-up of the educatiohal system
is necessary.

Educational work is carried on under three major divi-
sions: (1) public schools, which are state controlled;

(2) parochial schoois, which are church controlled; and (3)

private schools, privately controlled. Each of these groups
has,.in turn, several fields of instruction. In each there

are elementary, secondary, higher, and special education

subdivisions.l

Numerous sources of data on school attendance show that
the number of persons enrolled in schools has been increasing
in recent years. This increase in the number of students at
the various‘types of schools, however, is not necessarily a
satisfactory index of the éffects of the depression on school
attendance. since this increase may represent the continuation
~of a long time upward trend in the number of persons attending

school. Then, too, the age composition of the population

must be taken into consideration. Furthermore, the depression

1s+ The Educational Policies Commission, Research Memorandum
on Education in the Depression, p. 1l2.
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may have had differential effects on the school attendance

of different sectors of the population when considered by

age, sex, nativity, race, economic status, religion, place

of residequ, and type of school.l "Studies of the effects

of the depressiqn on school attendance therefore whould

attempt to control the age, composition of the population,

to eliminate the secular trend, and to get at differential

effects by as many of the factors enumerated above as can be

controlled."e

"The importance of controlling the age composi-
tion of the population and eliminating secular trend
in studies of school attendance cannot be overempha-
sized. As a sample, the Biennial Surveys of the
United States Office of Education were used in order
to secure data by school years from 1919 to 1936.
The percentage of population aged 14 to 17 years
attending high school in each year since 1920 was
estimated from the total number in public high
schools and the total population aged 14 to 17
years. These latter data were estimated by inter-
polation of ratios of population 14-17 years of
age to total population between 1920 and 1930, and
extrapolation to 1937. Population was estimated as
of January 1 of each year.

"The number of students enrolled in high
school in the United States underwent three distinct
stages of growth during the period from 1919 to 1936.
In the period from 1919 to 1925, that of most rapid
growth, the avgrage annual rate of lncrease was
10.3 per cent.® From 1927 to 1929 the average
annual rate in high school enrollees slowed down to
3.9 per cent. During the depression years for which
data are available, 1931 to 1936, this average
annual rate increased to 5.9 per cent. If, however,
the growth of the population is examined, it 1is
discovered that the average rates of annual increase
in the number of persons 14 to 17 years of age, from
which high school students are largely drawn, were, .
for the same periods, 1.9, 1.6, and .9 per cent.
Thus, it is clear, even from this cursory observa=-
tion, that a portion of the inerease in high school

1.
2.
S

Ibid., p. 65.

Calculations are based on biennial data for school years
beginning in 1919 from Biennial Survey of Educatiohn.




enrollment is attributable to the increase in the
size of the potential high school population.

"If the age composition of the population is
held constant by studying the changes in the per-
centage of the total population of high school age
which is actually enrolled, the average annual

. rate of increase for the first period is 7.7 per
cent as contrasted with 10.3; for the second
period 4.3, as against_s.g.“i

That "high school enrollment increased throughoﬁt the
depression at a faster rate than would have béen expected
from the secular trend, while college and university enroll-
ment fell off, recovering rapidly with the upswing of the
business cycle,"? is a well-known fact.

Assuming that cost 1s an important factor in determining
where young_people go to college, 1t is reasonablé to expect

"(1) that free-tuition schools would be favored
‘during a prolonged depression; (2) that schools
close to home would be favored as oprnosed to those
at a distance; (3) that transfers from high-
tuition to low=-tuition schools would be in larger
numbers than usual; (4) that relatively more
students would have applied for govermment aid in
the low-tuition than in the high-tuition schools;
(5) that upper division and graduate attendance
would decrease more than that for lower divisions;
(6) that perhaps the attendance of women would
drop more than that of men.," -

Some educators feel that students ére now more serious
about getting an education than they were before the depres-
sion. If a definition of "serious" and a measure of this
trait couid be worked out, it might reveal a positive effect

of the depression that would have permanent wvalue.

l.. The Educational Policles Commission, op. cit., p. 66.
2, Samuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, op. GIE. s P 20X
3. The Educational Policies Commission, op. cit., p. 57.



Then, too, it is said that

"during this depression secondary school and
college students have become much more interested
in public affairs, and in government and socio-
economlc theory; that students are better informed
and hold more clearly defined positions on social
and political philosophy. There is an assumption
that liberalism and even radicalism have gained
ground among students. There is said, also, to
have developed among a small number of youth a
fatalistic attitude which sees no hope and so

surrenders.
"Phis field of attitudes is a hazy one for

scientific study. But since these young people
soon will be in charge of govermment, industry,
and-education, there is no doubt as to the im-
portance of their views. Their beliefs are in
terms of what they see, know, enjoy, and suffer.
It may not matter so much whether they lean
politically toward the left or toward the right,
but it matters greatly whether they retain their
mental balanie, whether they become hopeful or

despairing.

There are both direct and indirect effects of’the.
depression on the school population, that is, on those
eligible to go to school under the law. "Direct changes
are seen in the number of old students returning and in new
additions such as the zdult student groups. Indirect
changes are reflected in the many recent educational pro-
jects set up for new kinds of training."2

During the latest depression certain educational
developments that may have been.exceptional were seen.
These included a great expansion in adult education activi-
 ties, the initiation of nursery education on a large plan,
thé creation and spread of a speclial type of education as a

feature of the National Youth Administration‘or the Civilian

Yo Thldiey Ble 86
2 T000e, Dl 54,
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Conservation Corps program, ahd stimulus to experimental
colleges, junior colleges, and high schools.l

It may be a coincidence that these projects attracted
attention in this depression; yet, "somewhat similar rela-
tionships followéd the depression of 1893, when the high
school entered a remarkable period of expansion, andbstill
earlier, in 1837, when Horace Manﬁ did his great work for
free schools."? |

"S8ince history shows numerous instances in which
important developments began in, or followed closely,
depression periods or other crises, one 1s tempted by the
hypothesis that when the Americaen people have suffered
severely in some catastrophe they show a tendency to use
education in unusual new ways as one means of settling their
difficulties."d

As yet no federal policy for education has been announ-
ced. Yet there has been a vast expansion of educational
activities from this source. Some of the federal govern-
ment's undertakings have abetted education and yet have been
purely incidental to it, the chief aim being to provide work
for the unemployed. "The schools themselves have received
little or no recognition directly and some of the educational
projects of the government have been handled through other
than the usual educational channels."4 Many of the federal

government's recent contributions to education have not been

1, Ibid., $D:e24-25,
2, TD1d: PR, 25,

P

1, ' Tbid.; P 45,
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concerned with education as éuch, but ohlvaith the need of
the peorle to be fed and sheltered.

It is obvious that a depression lowgrs income; and when
income is lowered, the school reaéts by reducing its per-
sonnel. "Reduced personnel," in its turn, "results in a
cumulative story. of large classes, crowded classrooms,
increased chances of infection wiﬁh colds, increased absences,
loweredvstandards,}and lower quality of work."l

Staff personnel as well as student personnel were
effected by the depression. Younger teachers were often dis-
missed and the staff became older and so comprised relatively
more of the group who had passed their greatest efficiency.
Teachers salaries were cut and, at the same time, in many:
1nsfances, their work practically doubled.

If one consicders education to be "the harmonious develop-
ment of the physical, emotional, intellectual, vblitiohal,
and religious powers of human beings, to prepare them to
live upright, honorable, and useful lives in this world in
order to attain in the next the end for which man was

created...,"? then the family still has a definite educa-

tional function to perform.

RS L | | :
2., WilTiam A. Kelly, Educational Psychology, p. 2.
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CHAPTER VI. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

External factors which influence the family aré easy to
discern, but how these changes react on the family itself is
less clearly indicated., Material culture - as anfhropolo-
gists term the various tools and equipment, techniques and
skills - is readily changed, but the non-material culture of._
customs, traditions, codes of behavior, ethics and morals, is
less plastic. Long after the material culture has changed,
patterns of conduct which gbverned man's behavior before .
Wili still be observed. So although one can observe material
changes, the effectlof these changes is not so easy to
discern; and although it is apparent that many functions
formerly performed by the family are now being transferred to
outside agencies, the effect of these changes on the family
itself is imperceptible.

As far as the effects of the depression on individual
families is concerned, they varied in accordance with the
fundamental characteristics of each family prior to its
economic collapse. So no generalization concerning the
influence of external factors on the family can be made.
which will be true .of all families. However, generaliza-

tions can be made as to the effect of the depression on

families in general.
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Summariiing, the'writerrcalls attention to the following
facts: 1. The depression emphasized the home as a center of
rest and affection. 2. The decrease in the divorce raté
duriné the depression years indicates a strengthening of the
affectional function for although this decrease might-be‘ ;;b
attributed to some extent to the decrease in marriéges, over
eight out of ten divorees occur éfter three years of marriage
and, consequently, would effect the divorce rate 6nly
slightly over a short period of years. When recovery set in,
the ‘divorce rate went up again. 3. The increase of rural
families organized around a family unit economic enterprise
also indicates a strengthening of the affectional function
since the ties between husband and wife are stronger in such
families. 4. The protective function operated to an extent
not evident for many years. The inability of youth to find
work and the inability of young people to marry resulted in
youth' s remaining under the parental roof for a longer time
than in previous years and served to prolong parental
responsibility. 5. More children went to school, started
schoolingvat an earlier ége, and remained in school longer,
Consequentiy, they were dependent on thelr parents for a
longer period of time. 6. The doubling up of families and
the provision for parents by their children also indicate a
strengthening of the.protective function. 7. Religious
devotions and famlly prayers in which the entire family
participate at home declined, and the members of the family

went to church tdgether to a lesser degree. 8. The



depression ihcreased the pefcentage of recreational activi-
ties indulged in jointly by both husband and wife. 9. The
depression did not greatly alter the amount of participation
by adolescents in family recreational activities; but recrea=-
tional activities which showed the greatest increase were of 
such a nature as to take the members of the family.away from
home. 10, Although the depression had a tendency to weaken
family ties in some instances and to strengthen Ehem in
others, on the whole the changes in the family itself are
imperceptible.

This thesis supports the hypothesis that "the deeper
the structure of an institution is rooted in the mores, the

more resistant i1s it to change."
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TABLE I.
CALCULATED LOSS IN MARRIAGES DURING THE DEPRESSIOM
Calculated
marriages
(1000's)if
average
marriage
rate of Deficit Accumulated
Observed 1925-1929 at end deficit at
; marriages® had pre- of year end of year
Year (1000's) vailed (1000's) (1000's¥
1930 1,126 GRTRE - 125 125
1931 1,061 1,262 201 326
1932 082 | 1,270 288 614
1933 1,098 1,278 180b 794
1934 1,302 X4 28 15 779
1935 1,327 1,293 310 748

a, Pigures from 1930-1932 are from the Bureau of the Census.
Figures from 1932-1935 are estimates by the writers.

b. Surplus

1. The Annals of the American Academy of Political and
Social Science, November, 1936, p. 64.




TABLE II.

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF BIRTHS, AND BIRTHS PER 1000 WOMEN AGED

15 TO 44 YEARS: UNITED STATES, 1929-1935
Estimateﬁ Estfmated

Estimated number of births per
births - women 15-44 1000 women

Year (1000's)a (1000's)Db 15-44

1929 2,525 28, 900 87.4

1930 2,565 29,300 87.5

1931 2,460 29,600 83.%

1932 - 2,400 . 29,800 80.5

1933 @010 ' 30,100 b ¢+ Pl

1934 2,373 30,300 78.3

1935 2,359 30,500 77.3

a,

Estimates by the Scripps PFoundation, which make allow-
ance for under enumeration for births and for the
changing representatives of the birth registration area.
For the problem of estimatinﬁ under enumeration see
especially, P. K. Whelpton, "The Completeness of Birth
Registration in the United States," Journal of the
American Statistical Association. 29:125-136. June,

1934.

Computed by interpolating data in 1920 and 1930 Census
of Population. This table takes into account the fact
that certain states were not in the registration area
until 1933, when the registration area was complete.

1. Samuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, op. cit., p. 123.
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TABLE III.
CALCULATED LOSS IN DIVORCES DURING THE DEPRESSION1
‘Calculated
divorces
if the
1919-1929 Accumu-
straight lated
line trend Deficit deficit
Observed of divorce at end at end of
divorcesa rate had of year year
Year (1000's) cont inued (10001 s) (1000'3)
1930 192 13 15
1931 184 209 25 38
1932 160 213 53 o1
1933 165 218 53 144
1934 204 222 18 162
1935 218 227 9 4l 8

a.

Figures from 1930-1932 are from the Bureau of the Census.
Figures from 1933-1935 are estimates by the writers,

1., The Annals of the American
Social Sclence, November,

Academy of Political and
1936, p. 68.
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TABLE IV.

PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF FAMILIES BY MARITAL STATUS OF HEAD
OF FAMILY, UNITED STATES CENSUS, APRIL 1, 19301

Marital status Per cent distribution
of head of family of all families of broken f‘hilies
ATl families TR oL P : MR
Broken families 20.8 100.0
Widowed : 31349 ¢ 871
Divorced i & 6.0
Married, consort

“absent 2.4 o & 9%
Single 5.3 25.7

Source: "Types of Families in the United States," released
by the Census Bureau, Washington, dated August 5,
1935.

1. 1Ibid., p. 117.
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TABLE V.

PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN CHURCH MEMBERSHIP FOR SELECTED
DENOMINATIONS: UNITED STATES _VARIOUS PERIODS?

Denomination 1920-25 1925 30 1930-35 1930-34 1930-32 1953 35

Roman

Catholic Sk T 2.2 PR g 1.9
Brit.-Amer.

Protestant 12.5 (3.5) (4.0) (3.0) 1.9 2.2
Ma jor Luth.

Bodies - 9.1 - 7.8 -, 4 -
3 Northern '
Bodies 9.0 1.5 (2.0) - 5 o |
3 Southern

Bodies 15.4 (4.2) 1GJ0 - 3.8 4,0
Disciples of |

Christ 15.9 7.3 4,1 b e 2%
Cong'l and

Christian 902 506 'lcl - -05 -09
Protestant ! . ;
Episcopal 8.0 (9~ 8.6 - 2.6 5.3
Missouri ‘

Synod Luth. TeR 7.0 14.2 13186 o B s 5.2
American

Luth. Conf. - 4,2 - 4,9 o -
United ’
Lutheran - 11.3 - B.1 3.4 -
Ev. Synod :

of N. A, - - 14.5 bt i - 2 & 7.0
Southern

Baptist 1509 (505) 1400 - 5.6 5.2
Methodist

Episcopal 8§ 13.8 2.9 5.2 - 1.4 2.6
3 Pundamen=

talist groups - C- - - - 15.8

a. Figures in parenthesis are not quite comparable with the
others. Omissions are due in part to incomparable fig-
ures, or to the fact that figures were not available or
have not been secured. The last three columns were put
in to make comparisons not possible 1in the first three.

Samuel Kincheloe, Research Memorandum on Religion in the
Depression, p. 9.
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TABLE VI.

AVERAGE MONTHLY ATTENDANCE IN SELECTED RURAL CHURCHES: ALL
DENOMINATIONS, BY REGIONS: 1924, 1930 AND 19361

Average Monthly Attendance

Per Person in ;
Community Per Resident

~ Population Church Member
Region 1024 1030 1936 1924 19
ATl Regions b e § .96 3.9 3.6 2.8
Middle Atlantic 1.1 e 1 «91 3.5 3.1 2,5
South - 1.1 1.0 .95 2.5 3l 2.4
Middle West Xio G 1.4 97 5.4 4.0 3.0
Far West B .8 .98 4.5 4.0 3.8

1., Edmund S, Brunner and Irving Lorge, Rural Trends in
Depression Years, Columbia University Press, 1937, p.305
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TABLE VII.

INDEXES SHOWING CHANGES IN PHYSICAL VOLUME OF RETAIL TRADEj
BY TYPES OF OUTLETS (ADJUSTED FOR CHANGING PRICE LEVEL)
UNITED STATES, 1929, 1933, 1938548 '
(1929 = 100)

Tvypes of Outlets 1933 1935
Filling Stations 117 145
Food 98 D300
General Merchandise : 02 104
Drug 82 85
Apparel ' 69 86
General (country) : 68 58
Lumber and Hardware 45 63
Furniture 40 54

a. Computed from Table on p. 99, Retall Distribution,
Preliminary U. S. Summary (Census of American
Business 1935). Bureau of Census, October, 1936.
Adjustments for price changes were made in using
the price index published in the Survey of Current
Business that seemed logically related to each type
of outlet. Exactness cannot be claimed for these
comparisons between the three years: 1in the first place,
there was some difference in the classification of stores
used in the three censuses; in the second place, the in-
dexes used are not perfectly designed for the purpose.
Nevertheless, the striking differences are believed to be

significant.

Roland 8. Vaile, Research Memorandum on Consumption
in the Depression, p. 18,




TABLE VIII.

INDEXES SHOWING CHANGES IN QUANTITIES OF SELECTED CONSUMER
GOODS SOLD ANNUALLY: UNITED STATES, 1929-19362
(1929 = 100)

Type of Commodity 1930 1§3I41§3§ 1933 1934 1935 1936
"EBE ectric Refrigerators 183 440 390 490 625 770 -
KWH Electricity (Domestic)ll2 120 122 122 131 143 158
Gasoline 102 7108100 101 TI09TIII6 T 11E
Incandescent Lamps 98 102 99 100 114\u122 -
Meat o7 98 . 96 102 101 . 84b 91b
Wheat Flour 101 95 93 956 93 90 02
Cigarettes 100 95 87 94 106 113 122
Butter ; 100 103 80 79 83 78 76
Electric Flashlights 93 81 i 91 109 120 -
Electric Toasters 80 80 64 63 115 12 -
Radio Tubes 75 \ &5 64 80 80 94 -
Radio Receivers 86 77 59 85 91 107 -
Vaguum Cleaners 75 56 515) 43 58 e 20
Passenger Automobiles 65 44 30 30 39 60 69

a. The data in this table are compiled from various sources
All of
them, however, are believed to be reasonably close esti-

and probably they are of different reliability.

mates. The items are arranged in declining order of

1932 ratios.

b. Not including government slaughter for distribution to

relief clients.

Roland 8, Vaile, Research Memorandum on Consumption

in the Depression, p. 19.




INDEXES SHOWING CHANGES IN PHYSICAL OUTPUT OF SELECTED
COMMODITIES: UNITED STATES, 1929, 1932, 19342

TABLE IX.
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(1929 = 100)
Commodity . 1932 1954
Rayon 111 173
Potatoes ' 109 118
Fruits and Vegetables 107 109
Milk 104 100
8ilk 89 74
Boots and Shoes 86 o7
Cotton Consumption 70 76
Cigars 67 69
Wool Consumption 66 65
Auto Tires 52 69
Wool Carpets and Rugs 38 53

a. C. A. Bliss, "Production in Depression and Recovery."
National Bureau of Economic Research, Bulletin No. 58.

November 15, 1935.

Roland S. Vaile, Research Memorandum on Consumption

in the Depression, p. 20.
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TABLE X.

CHANGES IN INCOME AND IN PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF
EXPENDITURES, # 1929-1932

Item Executive Clerk Wage-EBarner

il 1929 1932 % 1929 1932 % 1929 1932 %

Change Change : Change

Food IBIB T 13,7 =1.9. J2.6 729—6““—% -3. - P GO B RO B
CGothing 13:7 10.8  =2.9 17.0 14.6 =2.4 15.4 12.3 =3.1
Shelter 37.8 34.4 -3.4 20,8 2 80.5 3.0 29:i3 . 38.8. 2.9
Miscel- '
laneous 32.9 4l.1 8.8 20.9 85,3 4.4 £20.6  256.1 4.5

a. Data from Report of the Heller Committee for Research in
Social Economics, University of California, Berkeley,
January, 1933. (Mimeographed)

Rolahd S. Vaile, Research Memorandum on Consumption in
the Depression, p. 28,
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TABLE XI.

ESTIMATED PERCENTAGES OF TOTAL GAINFUL WORKERS UNEMPLOYED IN
SELECTED INDUSTRIES: UNITED STATES, 1929-1935%

Selected Per cent
Industries | Total
In Which Male Workers Percentages of Total Gainful Workers
Workers are Female, Unemployed in Selected Industries:
Concentratedb 1930¢ United States, 1929-19354 _
STR o0 1031 1 33 3 e
Forestry and
Fishing 1.
Extraction of
Minerals
Steam Rail-
road 3
Street Rail-
road Se
Manufacturingl6.

1.9 22.2 49.3 64.8 62.2 57.4 56.3
13.9 22.9 36.2 50.1 50.6 42.5 43.6

2
.9

.6 1.6 11.3 25.4 38.8 42.5 40.0 40.8
5 .5 7.1 15.8 25.0 30.6 28.6 29.1
9 6.4 16.4 28.4 40.4 37.3 29.3 25.6

Weighted
Averagef - 6.4 16.4 29.0 41.4 39.3 32.0 30.0
Selected
Industries
In Which
Female
Workers are
Concentratedg
Telephone &

Telegraph 53.8 el | D2 16,1'28:4 J1.8 316 2.0
Other

Professional54.8 18 800 S odini B, B WL Be & D0 GRD: B
Hotels and

Restaurants 48.8 8.4 9.2 18,8 BTT 1.4 . 22:2 21556
Laundries 49,2 $;9:.6.7 11,0 20,5 24.3 22.0 21,5
Other :

Domestic R 2v8 188 18,6 30,2 0.7 £5.1 1.V
Weighted

Averagef - Bl - 7.0 13.6 21,9 £3.1 18,9 27,3

s, Derived from R. L. Nathan, "Estimates of Unemployment in
the United States," International Labor Review, Vol. 33,
Jenuary, 1936.

b. Includes 52.7 per cent of all male gainful workers in 1930
exclusive of agriculture.

¢. Females were 25.7 per cent of all gainful workers excluding
‘those in agriculture in 1930.

d. Estimated workers unemployec as percentage of total gainful
workers in each industry in 1930.

e. First ten months.

f. Weighted by total number of gainful workers in each industry

in 1930.
'g. Includes 51.7 per cent of all femele gainful workers in

1930 exclusive of agriculture.

samuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, Research lMemorandum
on the Family in the Depression, p. 30.




TABLE XII.
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INDEX OF EMPLOYNMENT IN SELECTED MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES:
UNITED STATES, 1932-1935a

Per Cent

Total
Selected Industries Workers Index of Total Employment
in which Males are Female (1929 = 100)
Concentrated D 1930¢
Auto Factories b % 54.4 84.8 99.1 99.0
Blast Purnaces 3:8 68.9 82.1 86.8 96.8
Welghted Indexd - 61.7 83.4 92.9 97.9
Selected Industries
in which Females
are Concentrated®
Knit Goods 58.4 91.0 6B 13001 1017
Clothing Industry 52.4 89.0 93.5 09.8 1103,7
Weighted Index@ - 89.4 94.0 99.9 103.3

a. From Leo. Wolman, "The Recovery in Wages and Employment, "
National Bureau of Economic Research, Bulletin 63, 1936.

b. Includes 4.2 per cent of all male gainful workers in 1930
exclusive of agriculture.

c. Females were 25.7 per cent of all gainful workers excluding
those in agriculture in 1930.

d. Weighted by total number of gainful workers in 1930.

e. Includes 5.2 per cent of all female gainful workers in 1930
exclusive of agriculture.

Samuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, Research Memorandum
on the Family in the Depression, p. 3al.
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TABLE XIII.

RATIO  OF THE PERCENTAGE OF MALESUUNEMPLOYED AMONG ALL GAINFUL
MALE WORKERS TO THE PERCENTAGE OF FEMALES UNEMPLOYED AMONG
ALL FEMALE GAINFUL WORKERS, BY AGE: -
BOSTON, 1930, 1931, 1934, DETROIT, 1930, 1931, 1935.

Boston Detroit
Age 1030 a 1931&: - 1984b 1930a 1931a NOB5C
I5-19 1.8 Yo 37 20 b I B ouq ) "
20=-24 z.5 g 2 IR 3ed 2.4 BiP 143
25"'29 2.3 108 109 1.8 1.4 1.1
30-34 2.0 146 gy 7 113 14d
35=44 159 T8 Tas 1.8 Ayl 15
45-54 108 108 1.3 2.2 108 2;1
55-64 Ls% 18 - 2 2.6 2.4
65-0ver 1.8 2.0 it G Sed 3.4 2.6

a., United States Census, Classes A and B conbined.

b. Census of Massachusetts, January, 1934. "Employable per-
sons" as defined in this census may not correspond exactly
to "gainful workers" as defined in the United States
Census. "Unemployed" includes "those working on government
projects such as the P.W.A., C.W.A., C.W.S., and C.C.C.
projects, and on state, county, and local projects of a
temporary nature, and those employed on private 'make work!
which would terminate in the course of a few months." Re-
nort on the Census of Unemployment in Massachusetts, Mass-
sehusetts Public Document No. %5. - i

¢c. Census of Michigean, January, 1935. Approximately the same
lefinition as in Massachusetts. Persons without previous
work experience, however, were considered as "employed
persons" only if they had made verbal or written applica-
tion for employment within the past month. Michigan Census
of Population and Unemployment, First Series, No. 2.

Samuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, Research Memorandum
on the Family in the Depression, p. 3%.
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TABLE XIV.

PERCENTAGE OF MALES UNEMPLOYED AMONG EMPLOYABLE MALES, BY AGE:

PENNSYLVANIA, (1934), MASSACHUSETTS, (1934),
AND MICHIGAN (1935)@

Age Pennsylvania Massachusetts Michigan
Under 20 63.6 55.9 46.2
20-24 38.2 43,4 25.2
25-34 22.2 26.0 2.2
35=44 18.5 20W% . 1 13.3
45-54 28.1 23.3 4 19.%7
55=64 87.2 . 27.3 31.4
65 and over 35.8 26,6 36.4

a,

Census of Employable Workers in Urban and Rural Non-Farm
Areas, Pennsylvenia, 1954, State E.R.A. Division of
Research and Statistics. Table 5, p. 5; Report on the
Census of Unemployment in Massachusetts, Massachusetts
Department of Labor and lLndustries, Division of Statistiecs,

Table 3, p. 14; Michiéan Census of Population and Unemploy-
ment, J;nuary 14, , Table B8, D. 12.

Samuel Stouffer and Paul Lazarsfeld, Research Memorandum
on the Family in the Depression, p. 395.
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TABLE XV.

ESTIMATED HOURS OF LEISURE GAINED PER WEEK PER WAGE EARNER,
SINCE 1920 IN 25 MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES, BY SEX, AND MALES
BY SKILL: UNITED STATES, 1921-19362

Male
Semi-Skilled

Year Total Male Female Unskilled and Skilled
1921 2.0 Sk - .2 2.7 0% 0
1922 -1.0 - .8 -2.0 -1.3 - .4
1923 -1.0 - .8 -2.0 -1,1 - B
1524 1S 1.4 .4 oot 1.9
1925 0.0 /2 -1.1 -1,1 .8
1926 A ok w0 -1.,0 .9
L1987 LRLYS 7 - .7 - .7 LS
1928 'S .4 - .4 v .9
1929 - .1 o -1.2 -1.0 » 6
1930 4,3 4,7 2.5 Qo 5.4
1931 7.8 8.8 d2 7.4 9.7
1932 13.4 14.8 6% 12.8 14.3
1933 1358 12.9 6.4 i ol g Lded
1934 13+S 14.4 9.0 14.8 14.4
1935 Lilietd q11l.6 TnB 1.2 1146
19362 9.3 9.8 7.8 10.1 9.9

a. Compiled from data in Wages, Hours, and Employment in the
United States, 1914-1936 by M. Ada Beney. National Indus-
trial Conference Board, Study No. 229, 1936.

b. First six months of 1936 only.

Jesse F. Steiner, Reséarch Memorandum on Recreation in
the Depression, p. 30.




TABLE XVI.
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- MONTHLY AVERAGE NUMBER OF VISITORS AND AUTOMOBILES ARRIVING

h AT NATIONAL PARKS: 1929-1933 -

18 i Visitors Automobiles
Year (In Thousands) (In Thousands )
1929 174.0 3645
1930 T, 6 . s 0 -
1931 189.8 45.2
1932 161.4 45.3
1933 A iy 36,1
1934 193.5 45.9
1935 209.3 30,2

a.

Estimates published by the U. S. Department of Commerce.

Survey of Current Business.

1936 Supplement.

D.

74.

Roland 8. Vailé, Research lMemorandum on Consumgtion in

the Depression, p.




TABLE XVII.

ESTIMATED WEEKLY ATTENDANCE AT MOVIE THEATRES
DURING THE DEPRESSION

Year Millions of Persons
1929 95
1930 v ; 110
1931 75
1932 ! 60
1933 60
1934 70
1935 80

Roland S. Vaile, Research Memorandum on Consumption in
the Depression, p. 24. )
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