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ozoological analysis indicates the importance of animal husbandry (98% of domestic animal remains, of which 60%
cattle, 16% sheep/goat and 15% pig).

Among the concerns of the communities from Silistea-Pe Cetdtuie, the processing hard materials of animal origin
is also proven archaeologically, which attests to a sustainable behaviour. Numerous bone sharp objects used for
household activities (pottery, weaving, sewing), bone chisels, deer antler handles also suggesting the use of metal
objects have been identified. The raw materials of animal origin come mainly from the skeletons of domestic species,
but also of the wild ones. In the same context, the local communities also used the “raw material” as a support for
the materiality of the ritual activities, as evidenced by the animal meat offerings placed at the base of the buildings.

Local resources were used for construction (sandstones), tools (bones), food (salt), and remote resources for house-
hold activities (river stones), pottery (minerals).

IMPORTED MOLLUSCS IN THE CENTRAL BALKANS AND SOUTHERN CARPATHIAN BASIN IN THE
NEOLITHIC REVISITED

Abstract author(s): Vitezovic, Selena (Institute of Archaeology, Belgrade) - Rajkovié, Dragana (Archaeological Mu-
seum Osijek)

Abstract format: Oral

The trade and exchange of marine mollusc shells in the Neolithic and the Eneolithic in Europe is a very interesting top-
ic that attracted attention by many scholars. The phenomenon of Spondylus trade in particular was addressed from
different perspectives. However, the entire European region is not researched in an uniform way. In regions such as
present-day Bulgaria or Hungary the evidence of marine molluscs is rich and diverse, mainly due to intensive research
of cemeteries with rich burial equipment. The archaeological record from the area in between, namely western and
cenfral Balkans and the southern Carpathian basin (roughly present-day Serbia and Croatia) is somewhat different;
furthermore, it was never systematically studied. The aim of this paper is to provide an overview of current evidence
regarding the distribution of the imported marine mollusc shells in this region and also to re-analyse earlier hypotheses
in the light of the current evidence. Some 40 years ago, it was suggested, after the information available at the time,
that only the sites along the Danube took part in the Spondylus tfrade during the Late Neolithic. However, mollusc
shells were present in the area already in the Early Neolithic StarCevo culfure, furthermore, they may be found in the
Late Neolithic in the entire Balkan area. The main obstacle for the interpretation is inadequate research, but also
specific trait of the Neolithic in the area with very few burials discovered. Findings are limited to predominantly dis-
carded, broken and/or lost ornaments from settlements and the quantity of ornaments seems modest in comparison
with other parts of Europe. However, current evidence shows that the ornaments from mollusc were highly valued
items, and that the central Balkan area was an important frading route through which these ornaments were further
distributed throughout the Neolithic period.

PRECIOUS ITEMS FROM THE SOUTH AND THEIR LOCAL IMITATIONS: SHELL ORNAMENTS IN THE
NEOLITHIC IN POLAND

Abstract author(s): Kurzawska, Aldona (Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology Polish Academy of Sciences) - Sob-
kowiak-Tabaka, Iwona (Faculty of Archaeology, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan)

Abstract format: Oral

In Poland, ornaments made of mollusk shells are recorded relatively frequently in funeral contexts at archaeological
sites associated with the Neolithic and the Early Bronze Age. Among them, Spondylus shells were always considered
by archaeologists as the most significant — precious items acquire through frade or exchange, associated with the
infroduction of agriculture and the emergence of a new social order. The importance of Spondylus however partially
caused all other shell finds fo be less important for archaeological interpretation.

The study of shell ornaments from the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age sites in Poland revealed that except Spondylus
ornaments also other species were imported from the South; freshwater Lithoglyphus naticoides and Mediterranean
Glycymeris and Venus. The majority of shells used for ornaments production are of local origin, freshwater mussel, and
fossil Miocene shells. However, their choice was not random. Only particular “types” of shells with a specific external
morphology (shape, structure, color, pattern, size) were selected. Our research indicated that the shells collected
locally by the so-called “"Danubian societies” imitated the shell forms used by prehistoric societies of south-eastern
Europe during the Neolithic. Certain “types” were in demand due to their meaning in a shared tradition of body or-
namentation. Imported shells, their presence at the sites provide evidence for migration routes, long-distance cultural
interaction, and exchange. Their local imitations might have been of similar value a sign of belonging to the same
cultural tfradition, a visual marker of identity, maintaining ties with the representatives of the culturalidea communities
living far apart.
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