_
Vol.26, No. 105, Winter 2020-2021,
Quarterly
ISSN:1608-7070
e

Method @rihu.ac.ir

Mueduadolopy of Soctd S sd Fpncsitie

A critical study of Taha Hussein's reading on Ibn Khaldun's
thoughts (Ibn Khaldun, A Modern Sociologist or an Ashari
thinker?)

Reza Taslimi Tehrani (Culture, Art and Communication Institute, rtaslimitt@ gmail.com)

Hamid Parsania (University of Tehran, h.parsania@ut.ac.ir)

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
The present work aims to study and critically analyse
Taha Hussein’s reading on Ibn Khaldun’s thoughts. To
Article History this end, by employing the documentary and historical
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methods, we give a comprehensive review and
analysis of the Taha Hussein’s readings on Ibn
Khaldun’s contemplations. Furthermore, we evaluate
and criticize Taha Hussein’s account of Ibn Khaldun
based on the theoretical, social and intellectual
backgrounds of both. It is argued that Taha Hussein
has carried out his critiques from his modern and
positivistic point of view, while Ibn Khaldun had been
highly influenced by the Ashari tradition atmosphere
of his time which comprises a completely
distinguished idea on society, history, causality, etc.,
than the modern one. Consequently, our analysis leads
to the conclusion that Taha Hussein’s critiques dismiss
Ibn Khaldun's distinctive social and intellectual
backgrounds and hence in many cases appear to be
arguably imprecise and incorrect. In other words, Ibn
Khaldun’s works and thoughts have to be read and
perceived based on his own Ashari worldview.
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