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Architecture
The art or practice of designing and 

constructing buildings

Architect
Chief Builder

University of Strathclyde

The Place of Useful Learning
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PATHWAY 

STRUCTURE While it will take a minimum of seven years to become a qualified 

architect, that process is divided into both academic and practice based 

learning. Students will complete the Part 1 Course after three years and 

then have the opportunity to gain experience through a salaried 

placement year before returning to complete the Part 2 course over two 

years – achieving both a BSc(Hons) Degree and Post Graduate Diploma or 

March.
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Full Time Course

5 Day Timetable

One Full Day of Studio Teaching

Workshops

Associated Classes and Seminars

Self Study Studio Time

Two Semesters 

STUDY  

PROGRAMME
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120 credits per academic year, awarded through 

a curriculum of continual assessment.

awarded through architectural design studio 

projects and associated class assignments 

Students are required to maintain a portfolio to 

be assessed against RIBA Part 1 and Part 2 

Criteria

COURSE 

CURRICULUM
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Studio Projects explore the ‘verb’ rather than 

the ‘noun’ and include To Settle, To Gather, To 
Live/Work and To Care

Associated Classes are seen as integrated 

learning and relate to Studio Projects through 

Technology Studies & Live Build, Cultural Studies 
– History & Theory, Introduction to Practice, 
Urban Design as well as Dissertation and 
Research Methods.

COURSE 

CLASSES
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COURSE DIRECTOR

YEAR LEADER

SDT SDT SDT SDT SDT

ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICE

MOD RMOD RMOD R

TEACHING STRUCTURE



9

PRACTICE

NETWORK

Teaching is delivered through practice links

Teaching is cutting edge – industry standard

Employment Opportunities through study

Practice Research through Design Teaching

Continual Professional Development

Alumni connection to the Department 



Year Leader’s Surgery



Introductory Project



Introductory Project



AB106

AB107

AB108

AB109

AB110

AB111

YEAR 1

DESIGN STUDIES 1A: Collaborative Working and Full Scale Build (S1 week 1-5).

Units of 12 students working on the design, testing, fabrication and construction of a small structure (2.4 x 2.4 x 2.4m for two people. 
Engagement with client, site and construction process. Assessed via documentary and verbal presentation.

DESIGN STUDIES 1B: A pavilion in the Park(S1 week 6-10).

Units of 12 students working on group site analysis and individual design project to consider a small pavilion in one of the city’s parks. 
Development on in terms of scale and consideration of materials (carbon footprint and embodied energy. Assessed via design statement 

and verbal presentation / crit.

DESIGN STUDIES 1C: The Rules of the Street / The Rules of the City (S2 week 1-4).

Cohort wide analysis of ‘place’ through façade and block scales. One day model making workshop to produce the ‘site’ for the follow on 
project. Survey, research and draw facades of the city at 1:50. Understand the history of the place and why it came to be. Assessed via 

drawings and models at 1:50 + analysis research document.

DESIGN STUDIES 1D: The Rules of the Street / The Rules of the City (S2 week 5-10).

Unit of 12 students working on individual design responses through real client (artists of the city) engagement. The building serves to 
mediate between public and private spaces and introduces the building regulatory process. Assessed via design statement and verbal 

presentation / crit.

CULTURAL STUDIES 1: The History of Architecture / Anatomy of Architecture of Western Europe

Students are given a tour of the history of architecture through lectures and seminars which then leads on to discussion through various 
elements of architectural anatomy. Assessed via an essay in S1 (history) and an axonometric drawing in S2 (anatomy)

TECHNOLOGY STUDIES 1: Structure, Construction and Environment

Students are taught basic forms of construction and structural principles and assessed via submitted technical (architectural
drawings/details). Students are taught and research alternative environmental strategies and are assessed via a group research paper.



AB208

AB209

AB210

AB211

AB212

ELECTIVE

YEAR 2

DESIGN STUDIES 2A: Adaptive Reuse (S1 week 1-10).

Units of 12 students working on the design of adaptive reuse proposals for a former boathouse. The programme calls for communal 
dining with students permitted to propose a small addition to the existing building – either to house the dining function or to provide 

service space for this. Assessed via design statement and verbal presentation/crit.

DESIGN STUDIES 2B: Research into Place and Material (S1 and S2 week 1-10).

A year long research project which looks at mapping ‘place’ in tandem with exploring ‘material’. The place is St Andrews, the material is 
timber. A range of outputs including group town study and individual mapping combined with individual ‘sitooterie’ proposal and group 

timber construction research paper..

DESIGN STUDIES 2C: A Study Library in St Andrews (S2 week 1-10).

Units of 12 students working on the design of a Study Library on one of three studied sites. Linking with AB212 this project asks students 
to consider 1:20 scale of construction with 1:5 scale of detail. Strategically, students explore the structural and environmental solutions for 

the library with combined Learning Outcomes and Assessment processes through the complimentary lectures series in AB212.

CULTURAL STUDIES 2: The History of Architecture in Scotland / Architectural Typology

In the first semester we look at the architectural culture of Scotland and how it developed in relation to the Rest of the World. In the 
second semester we embark on an analytical journey into the typologies of architecture, discovered and debated in the previous 

semester. Assessed through submitted drawing work and essay.

TECHNOLOGY STUDIES 2: Structure, Construction and Environment

Using the library project under AB210, this module allows an integrated approach to design and architectural technology. Students 
consider structural and environmental strategies for their library as described in AB210 above.

Elective Modules from all four University Faculties

Students elect to study maximum of 20 credits from a variety of departments and faculties (not covered by ARB criteria).



AB314

AB315

AB316

AB317

AB318

YEAR 3

DESIGN STUDIES 3A: Urban Housing (S1 week 1-10).

Units of 12 students working on the design of live/work units on a city centre site in Glasgow. A brief masterplanning (group) element 
allows for a series of strategies (place, structure, programme, user, environment, life safety) to be considered. Notionally students take 

this project to Building Warrant level. Assessed via the submission of a design statement and verbal presentation/crit.

DESIGN STUDIES 3B: A Performance Building – The Undergraduate Thesis (S2 week 1-10).

Tutors present their own intended manifestos and allow students to select the unit within which they work. Students develop their own 
brief and consider appropriate site choice and scale/massing of their proposed building. Technical aspects remain focussed on the design 

of a suitable performance space. Assessed via the submission of a design statement and verbal presentation/crit.

CULTURAL STUDIES 3: The History of Architecture in Scotland / Architectural Typology

The first semester focuses on the history of Glasgow’s architecture, with particular reference to the developments in urban housing in the 
city up to present day. The second semester explores the process of urban culture through storytelling, using images and text. 

TECHNOLOGY STUDIES 3: Structure, Construction and Environment

Using the housing project under AB317, this module allows an integrated approach to design and architectural technology. Students 
develop design proposals to 1:5 and 1:20 scale for structure and construction and under take a reflective review of their design in an 

attempt to consider the environmental improvements that could be made to their design.

PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 3: Introduction to Practice

The core aim of the ITP module is to develop understanding of good design practice specifically in relation to construction including 
satisfying legal, regulatory & performance requirements. Assessed via a Fire Strategy linked to the Urban Housing project under AB317 

and a series of Case Study reports delivered through our Practice Network. 



AB418

AB419

AB420

YEAR 4

DESIGN STUDIES 4A: City Strategy / Preparing the Brief

The Design Studies Curriculum in Year 4 is conceived as a series of connected components of one ‘To Care’ project which will allow 
students to both develop and display a wide range of skills, processes and outputs. While each component will stand alone, requiring a 

differing set of outputs, they shall require to engage with a shared vision or strategy and should seek out opportunities to borrow from one 

another through a reflective and provocative series of processes. Working with 4 live clients, the year shall commence at the XL scale, 
working in groups of 3, on an ‘Urban Strategy’ which will run for three weeks (weeks 1-3). During this phase, student will respond to their 

allocated ‘community’ to develop one, or a series of strategies in relation to a particular hypothesis. These strategies will form the 

blueprint of your civic building and establish the brief that follows. From here we will individually develop urban strategies to promote a 
sustainable community, promote social values and demonstrate sustainable connectivity throughout the city. The urban strategies will 

further demonstrate sustainable land use and an enhanced ecology within their community, to promote health and wellbeing (weeks 4-6) 

Concluding the semester (weeks 7-12) will be the final development of your individual brief for ‘To Care’.

DESIGN STUDIES 4B: A Civic Building

Your individual response to your allocated community will be presented as a manifesto, outlining how your Urban Strategy will support an 
architectural response. We will then explore and test the context of our communities by successfully demonstrating our proposed 

buildings within their local context. As part of the (M) proposal for the building envelope we will investigate a selection of façade 

constructional and material systems that promote sustainable design and address climate change.

CULTURAL STUDIES 4: Dissertation

Working with an allocated supervisor, students undertake a period of research into a topic of interest linked to key research silos within 
the Department: Architecture and the City; Architecture and Society; Architecture and the Environment and Architecture and Technology. 

With seminars and lectures delivered on research methods and how to develop a conceptual framework, students are assessed on the

submission of a 7,500 word dissertation.

AB421
Special Study Class 4: Technology

A range of topics covered including Environmental Design Refresher, High Performance Buildings, Indoor Environmental Quality and 
Health, Mass Timber, Passivhaus and Retrofit and Assessed through an annotated poster (A2).



AB964

AB965

AB966

YEAR 5

DESIGN STUDIES 5A: Thesis: Research and Provocation

Students work in studios to determine their area of interest and to establish a research methodology and provocation through research 
aims and questions. Cohort wide meta theme allows for studio leaders to determine topics such as placemaking, assembly, experiment…

Assessed through the submission of a research paper.

CULTURAL STUDIES 5: Field of Knowledge

Students will be introduced to a field of knowledge that is drawn from: the social sciences; architectural and construction history; political 
science; cultural studies; economic, and critical, theory. The first semester will focus on four areas in particular: Society; Technology; The 

Environment; and the City. The second semester will concentrate on the visual arts, and in particular how best to proselytise your ideas in 
a visual way. This module aims to widen the intellectual landscape within which architecture is studied.

AB967

Professional Studies 5: Practice

This module covers topics including Architecture Practice in Context, Architects’ Appointment, Fee Bidding and Business Types, 
Procurement and Life Safety and the CDM Regulations. Assessed via a scenario based submission.

AB968

DESIGN STUDIES 5B: Thesis: Testing and Delivery

Students develop their thesis with studio tutors to consider a range of process testing and to establish the most appropriate methods 
through which to deliver and conclude their thesis.

SPECIAL STUDY CLASS 5: A Range of Choices

Sitting out with the ARB criteria for Part 2 this class can run in parallel with modules in the Department’s other MSc Courses in ACTBIM, 
Urban Design and Architectural Design for the Conservation of the Built Heritage. Equally, this module offers students the chance to 

produce the Department’s Yearbook, curate the End of Year Show and engage in Mentoring of UG students.



MArch EXAMPLES OF STUDENT OUTPUT



Individual Design Presentations



Exhibition of 1:10 Models



Selection of Final Designs



Introductory Project



Drawings – Final Selection



1:5 Prototyping



1:1 Fabrication



Transportation (Students and Structures)



Working on Site / Working with Clients



On Site Construction



Installation of Structures at Wiston Lodge



Installation of Structures at Wiston Lodge



Installation of Structures at Wiston Lodge



Installation of Structures at Wiston Lodge



Wiktoria ROZEWSKA



Cameron HEALY



James HALLIDAY



Karolina RACZKOWSKA



Eilidh McGUIGAN



Surveying and  Research



Alison STOBIE



Karolina RACZKOWSKA



Maria VASSILTCHENKOVA



Jack LOUDON



Alex GEKOVA



Wiktoria ROZEWSKA



Peer Review / Work in Progress



Gallery Visits / City as a Lab for Learning



Artist Visits / Client and End User Engagement
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Experiment, Test, Discuss



Output



Model Making Workshop



Reece ADAM



Cameron ROSS



Wiktoria ROZEWSKA



Struan MORRISON



Eliza BICANE



Cameron HEALY



Helen SOUTHERN



Taylor SWEDEN



Alison STOBIE



Seb NISOLI



Lewis McLynn



Eilidh McGUIGAN



Oheneba AGYEI-OKWA



Milosz CWIKLINSKI



An Anatomy





An Anatomy



An Anatomy



An Anatomy



An Anatomy



An Anatomy



An Anatomy



Year 3 Fire Strategy



Construction Detailing



Construction Detailing



Construction Detailing



Construction Detailing



On Site Construction Reflection











Campus Site Visits / Campus as a Lab for Learning
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Collaborative

Practice

Option and Special Study
Projects
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Industry

Workshops
Option and Special Study

Projects
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Study Visits
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Study Visits
Madrid

Paris

Venice

Ghent
Berlin

Verona

San Jose

London
Dublin

Amsterdam

Copenhagen

Bilbao
Rotterdam

San Sebastian
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Exhibitions

End of Year Show
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Exhibitions

End of Year Show
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Exhibitions
Project Process
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Exhibitions

Real Clients
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Exhibitions

End of Year Show
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Architecture and the 

City

End of Year Show
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End of Year Show


