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What happened

Pierre-Henri de Valenciennes, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Augustins_-_Eruption_du_Vesuve_-_Pierre-
Henri_de_Valenciennes_78_1_1.jpg



In 2021, Dawn 
became a 
reluctant 
webmaster.

Still from “Creature from the Black Lagoon”, State Library and 
Archives of Florida. floridamemory.com/items/show/9112

http://floridamemory.com/items/show/9112




This page was on a LIVE webserver!?



Join us as we excavate the 
past…https://library.salve.e
du/old_site/OWS/finternet.
html

© Crown Copyright 2014
Photographer: Corporal Kellie Williams RLC,
Image 45157830.jpg from www.defenceimages.mod.uk
https://www.flickr.com/photos/defenceimages/14956652001
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Security problems
• More than 17,000 instances of links to 

http:// had to be replaced with https://
• Active php scripts throughout the site
• Looming server update requiring changes to 

hundreds of pages

From Wellcome Collection gallery (2018-03-23): https://wellcomecollection.org/works/jruvwc9t CC-BY-4.0via Wikimedia Commons



How it began:
• edwardiglesias@LIBLT2337-
Mac Library Web Site % find 
. -print | wc -l
•   8122

• edwardiglesias@LIBLT2337-
Mac Root Directory removed 
files % find . -print | wc 
-l
•   3625

“The most merciful thing in the world, I 
think, is the inability of the human mind 
to correlate all its contents. We live on a 
placid island of ignorance in the midst of 
black seas of the infinity, and it was not 
meant that we should voyage far.”
― H. P. Lovercraft, The Call of Cthulhu 
and Other Weird Stories

How it ended:
44% of the site 
went into the 
yawning abyss

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6750943
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6750943


The Files



Oh yeah, that’s why
• Basic Stats
• 2.52 GB on disk for 8,071 items
• Oldest file was ftptest.txt dated 

January 4, 2017
• 1.3 GB of “RealMedia”
• 142 MB of Flash



We had to start 
somewhere

• Deduped
• Topic Maps
• Break into Sections



Oh a Topic Map, that will help.



First:Get rid of Flash



That was easy what 
else could...



No way around 
it, we would have to 
sit down and look 
at every file one at 
a time.

“Farewell happy fields,
Where joy forever dwells: Hail, 
horrors, hail.”
― John Milton, Paradise Lost

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1031493


Some Nuggets 2017, but is it really?



History of the servers
• When data was transferred files were rewritten
• Unix/Linux
• Php
• Flash
• Real Time Audio
• Some Videos

• To Microsoft
• All javascript
• No locally hosted streaming media
• Security?



But wait there's older stuff



A Perl file from 1996, revised in 1998



And of course, before Google Analytics



These were not just technological problems.
• How to approach
• Ignore it
• Wait until someone makes you fix it
• Blow it up and move to a CMS like IT wants you to
• Actually fix it



The Hard Way
• Met every week for an hour a week for 10 weeks 
• Needed to look at every file one at a time
• Required commitment from the Director because
• Context
• Institutional memory
• Knowledge about current relevance or ongoing projects



What 25 years of old website 
pages showed us about 

libraries

John W. Corbett. ca. 1991-2000. Library Services, Two people talking at a desk in the McKillop 
Library. Still Image. https://library.artstor.org/asset/SS7731274_7731274_10896394.



Libraries have always kept 
our communities informed 

and relevant







What is a library? 





Thank you for listening
Edward Iglesias, Systems and Technology Librarian
edward.iglesias@salve.edu

Dawn Emsellem, Director of Library Services
dawn.emsellem@salve.edu


