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Streaming speech recognition aims to transcribe speech to text in a streaming manner, providing real-time speech interaction
for smartphone users. However, it is not trivial to develop a high-performance streaming speech recognition system purely
running on mobile platforms, due to the complex real-world acoustic environments and the limited computational resources
of smartphones. Most existing solutions lack the generalization to unseen environments and have difficulty to work with
streaming speech. In this paper, we design AdaStreamLite, an environment-adaptive streaming speech recognition tool for
smartphones. AdaStreamLite interacts with its surroundings to capture the characteristics of the current acoustic environment
to improve the robustness against ambient noise in a lightweight manner. We design an environment representation extractor
to model acoustic environments with compact feature vectors, and construct a representation lookup table to improve
the generalization of AdaStreamLite to unseen environments. We train our system using large speech datasets publicly
available covering different languages. We conduct experiments in a large range of real acoustic environments with different
smartphones. The results show that AdaStreamLite outperforms the state-of-the-art methods in terms of recognition accuracy,
computational resource consumption and robustness against unseen environments.
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1 INTRODUCTION
Speech interaction with smartphones [18] has been gradually assimilated into every aspect of our daily life.
According to a recent survey [28], more than 1.24 billion adults use voice assistants (e.g., Amazon’s Alexa, Apple’s
Siri, Google Assistant and Microsoft’s Cortana) each month, and 91.0% of adult users enjoy the conversational
artificial intelligence (CAI) technology on smartphones. For natural speech interaction, an essential part is to
accurately recognize the content of utterances from users. Automatic speech recognition (ASR) technologies [47]
transcribe speech to text and enable machines to understand what users say. Currently, most speech recognition
applications on mobile devices adopt a cloud-edge architecture, due to the high complexity of deep learning based
speech recognition models. More specifically, smartphones collect and upload speech data, and a cloud computing
center receives and recognizes them. Several limitations of such an architecture have been identified. Firstly,
users can not use speech recognition services when the network connection of smartphones is lost. Secondly, a
lot of users are worried about privacy disclosure [50] when uploading their speech data to cloud service providers.
Thirdly, transmitting speech data consumes much more network bandwidth than text data.

Recently, with the emergence of edge intelligence [71], ubiquitous computing and deep learning communities
have been exploring how to transfer the training and inference processes of deep neural networks (DNNs) to edge
devices, such as federated learning [33] and model compression [13][35]. In the field of speech signal processing,
researchers aim to enable streaming speech recognition on mobile devices to provide real-time output when
dealing with long speech input. Despite inspiring progress [26][8][56], real-world noisy environments still bring
serious challenges to speech recognition systems, especially those on smartphones. Due to the portability and
mobility of smartphones, users can turn on speech recognition services in diverse acoustic environments (e.g.,
train station, office and restaurant) with distinct types of ambient noises. Non-stationary (i.e., varying with time)
ambient noise causes inaccurate recognition results, leading to bad user experience.
The mainstream solution to address noise in ASR is to use a speech enhancement (SE) [36] scheme as the

front-end of ASR. The state-of-the-art (SOTA) SE methods [7][49] use a deep neural network (DNN) to estimate a
real-valued or complex-valued ratio mask which can map noisy spectrograms to clean spectrograms. Though
these SOTA methods can effectively improve the quality and intelligibility of speech signals, they lack the
generalization to unseen environments with different noises, since the noise and speech data used to train DNNs
are collected from a finite number of acoustic environments. Besides, they fail to cooperate with streaming speech
recognition systems. There are two main reasons. The first one is that the separation of front and back ends
increases the overall inference latency of a streaming ASR system, especially on mobile devices with limited
computational resources. The other is that the streaming (real-time) nature can not provide sufficient context
information of user speech required by these SOTA SE models. Developing noise-robust streaming ASR on
smartphones remains a challenging problem.
In this paper, we propose a noise-robust speech recognition system deployed on smartphones to meet the

needs in complicated noisy environments. We name it AdaStreamLite and it has the following advantages:
(1) Environment-adaptive: AdaStreamLite alleviates the impact of harmful ambient noise on recognition in

a self-adaptive manner by automatically interacting with the current acoustic environment and leveraging
the ambient sound information to improve recognition performance.

(2) Privacy-protected: The whole system of AdaStreamLite runs purely on smartphone platforms and
generates speech recognition results without uploading any user speech data to cloud. This effectively
protects users’ privacy.

Proc. ACM Interact. Mob. Wearable Ubiquitous Technol., Vol. 7, No. 4, Article 187. Publication date: December 2023.

https://doi.org/10.1145/3631460


AdaStreamLite: Environment-adaptive Streaming Speech Recognition on Mobile Devices • 187:3

(3) Streaming: AdaStreamLite (including all its functional components) works in a streaming manner which
is capable of providing its user with real-time recognition service, i.e., speech is transcribed to text when
the user is still in the process of speaking one sentence.

(4) Customized: AdaStreamLite allows its users to flexibly determine whether to activate the environment self-
adaptation function. This avoids unnecessary computation and saves battery consumption. For example,
recognizing user speech in a quiet environment such as a library does not require activating the self-
adaptation function.

Despite the above advantages, it is not trivial to realize AdaStreamLite. Several challenges need to be tackled
before we can turn the idea into a functional system. The fist challenge is that the ambient noise is very
different from white noise which can be modelled as a simple Gaussian distribution. Ambient noise is much
more complicated and no simple statistical models can be used to fully characterize the property of the acoustic
noise in one environment in either time domain or frequency domain. Addressing ambient noise to achieve
high-accuracy streaming speech recognition is challenging. What makes it even more challenging is that acoustic
noises in different environments (e.g., server room vs. gym) are dramatically different. To make AdaStreamLite a
generic solution, it needs to work with unseen acoustic noises in new environments. The last challenge is that
compared to high-performance cloud servers, smartphones are limited in terms of computational resources such
as CPU, memory and battery capacity. Realizing real-time speech transcription purely on a smartphone with
very limited resources is challenging. We tackle all these challenges in this paper and our main contributions are
summarized as follows:

(1) We design an end-to-end speech recognition system named AdaStreamLite for smartphone users, which is
capable of real-time speech recognition with all the processing happening purely on a smartphone. Consid-
ering the limited computational resources of a smartphone, we comprehensively reduce the complexity
of AdaStreamLite through low-dimensional feature encoding, lightweight network structure design, and
weight parameter quantization.

(2) We propose an environment self-adaptation mechanism to improve the system robustness against diverse
acoustic noises in different environments, moving smartphone-based streaming speech recognition one
critical step towards real-life adoption. The self-adaptation model and the streaming speech recognition
model are jointly optimized to avoid performance degradation caused by the mismatch between frond and
back ends.

(3) We develop a prototype of AdaStreamLite and evaluate it on different smartphones in diverse real-world
acoustic environments. The results demonstrate the superior performance of AdaStreamLite over the
state-of-the-art speech enhancement methods. Based on the volunteer survey, AdaStreamLite can provide
users with satisfactory experience in real-world acoustic environments including those challenging noisy
environments such as server room, laundry room and crowded CBD roadside. Our current version supports
speeches in English and Chinese and it can be extended to support other languages.

The remaining parts of this paper are arranged as follows. In Section 2 and Section 3, we introduce the related
work and background. In Section 4, we present the design details of AdaStreamLite. The system implementation
and evaluation of AdaStreamLite are presented in Section 5 and Section 6, respectively, followed by a conclusion
in Section 7.

2 RELATED WORK
In this section, we discuss the research closely related to AdaStreamLite.
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2.1 Streaming Speech Recognition
Compared to touch, motion and gesture, speech is a more natural way of human-machine interaction. Automatic
speech recognition (ASR) plays an important role in realizing this interaction mode. A typical ASR system takes
a sequence of acoustic feature vectors as input and predicts a label sequence, where a label can represent a
phoneme, a syllable, a letter, or a word. The traditional architecture of ASR [30] consists of three independent
components: an acoustic model, a language model and a pronunciation dictionary. The classical combination of
Hidden Markov Model (HMM) and Gaussian Mixture Model (GMM) has been a dominant model in the speech
recognition field for a long time [45]. With the emergence of artificial intelligence (AI), deep neural network
(DNN) has been used to replace GMM in the traditional framework [11]. Nowadays, end-to-end (E2E) models
for ASR have demonstrated better performance than the HMM-GMM and HMM-DNN models on most large
vocabulary continuous speech recognition (LVCSR) tasks, due to sufficiently large amounts of speech training
data. The E2E ASR framework integrates all traditional components into a unit deep network, which directly
outputs character sequences without any intermediate steps (such as force data alignment and table lookup). The
mainstream ways to implement E2E ASR include Connectionist Temporal Classification (CTC) [20][21], Recurrent
Neural Network-Transducer (RNN-T) [19][22], and Attention-based Encoder-Decoder (AED) [10][6][9]. The
E2E ASR systems are more friendly to mobile devices, because they greatly simplify the training and inference
processes.
With the rapid growth and adoption of smartphones, users urgently expect to interact with smartphones

based on speech in a real-time manner. This motivates researchers to explore streaming E2E ASR methods.
Different from non-streaming approaches that need to process the entire utterance at once before outputting
a character sequence, streaming methods can predict a character during its pronunciation process by only
accessing partial speech data. The RNN-T model is inherently suitable for streaming E2E ASR. Several variations
of RNN-T are proposed to further improve the performance of streaming E2E ASR systems on smartphones,
such as Uni-directional LSTM-Transducer [26], Transformer-Transducer [67] and Conformer-Transducer [8]. The
hybrid CTC and AED based ASR framework [61][39][66] can leverage the advantages of both CTC and attention
mechanism to achieve state-of-the-art recognition results, but can not be directly applied to streaming E2E ASR.
Several methods are proposed to address this issue, such as monotonic chunk-wise attention [31] and monotonic
truncated attention [39].
In this paper, we use a U2++ model [65] as the streaming E2E ASR component of AdaStreamLite. The U2++

model adopts the hybrid CTC and AED architecture, which is trained with a dynamic chunk-based attention
strategy to support streaming speech recognition.

2.2 Noise Mitigation and Speech Enhancement
In the real world, ASR systems usually suffer from severe performance degradation caused by background
noises from their surroundings. Noise-robust ASR methods [70] are proposed to alleviate the harmful effect of
noise on speech recognition. They can be generally classified into two categories: model-based methods and
preprocessing-based methods. Model-based methods such as multi-condition training [51] and data augmentation
[27] aim to enhance the noise-robustness of the ASR models themselves. The preprocessing based methods adopt
a speech enhancement (SE) scheme as the frond-end of ASR. SE aims to separate clean speech from background
noises. Stationary noise (i.e., remains constant for a long time) can be adequately removed with traditional signal
processing-based SE techniques, such as spectral subtraction [2], minimum mean-square error (MMSE) estimator
[16], andWiener filtering [34]. However, ambient noise usually continuously varies over time (i.e., non-stationary)
in realistic acoustic environments, which leads to the failure of traditional signal processing methods.

Recently, deep learning-based SEmethods have demonstrated their superiority over traditional signal processing
based methods in term of tackling non-stationary ambient noise. These SE methods use a deep neural network to
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directly predict clean speech [37][63][44] or to learn a mask which maps noisy speech to clean speech [59][40][4].
The mask learning-based SE methods have matured considerably over the last decade. To further improve speech
quality and intelligibility, additional data modalities are introduced to guide the mask estimation process, such as
ultrasound [68][15] and visual image [17]. However, it is not trivial to integrate these SE methods with a streaming
ASR system. Though several state-of-the-art deep learning based SE methods have been proposed to enhance
noisy speech recently, such as FullSubNet+ [7] and DeepFilterNet [49], they are still not streaming in nature.
Besides, these deep learning-based SE methods ignore the diversity of acoustic noises in different environments.
This limits their generalization to new environments with different acoustic noise types. Different from these
methods, AdaStreamLite interacts with the surroundings and include the acoustic environment information to
optimize the inference process of the streaming E2E ASR model. Therefore, AdaStreamLite can adapt to new
environments with different noise types.

2.3 Speaker1 Representation Learning
Speaker recognition (SR) [5] is to discriminate different speakers based on their utterances, which includes
speaker verification, speaker identification and speaker diarization sub-tasks. Even if utterances are from the
same speaker, they can still be significantly distinct from each other in both time and frequency domains, due to
multiple factors such as verbal content, emotion, and health state. How to differentiate different speakers is one
of the core problems in the SR field. Currently, the state-of-the-art SR methods [1] train a deep neural network to
learn a representation space, where speech representations from the same speaker aggregate closely and those
from different speakers are away from each other. The widely-used deep neural network architectures for SR
include TDNN [52], ResNet [25], ECAPA-TDNN [14] and MFA-Conformer [69]. To enhance the discrimination of
speaker representations, similarity-based loss functions (e.g., triplet loss [41], ge2e loss [58] and am-centroid loss
[62]) and classification-based loss functions (e.g., aam-softmax loss [12] and real am-softmax loss [32]) are used
to optimize the representation learning process. We are inspired by these SR works to learn acoustic environment
representations w.r.t different environments with dramatic different noise types. AdaStreamLite can thus leverage
environment representations to capture the characteristics of different types of non-stationary ambient noises.

3 BACKGROUND AND INITIAL INVESTIGATION
In this section, we explain the difference between streaming and non-streaming speech recognition. We also
investigate the feasibility of modeling non-stationary acoustic environments.

3.1 Streaming Speech Recognition versus Non-streaming Speech Recognition
Generally, an end-to-end speech recognition system takes as input a sequence of acoustic feature vectors (FBanks,
MFCCs, etc.) extracted from a speech signal, where an acoustic feature vector is also called a frame. The system
predicts textual tokens (letters, words, Chinese characters, etc.) based on speech context information involved
in the feature sequence. The biggest difference between streaming and non-streaming speech recognition lies
in the length of the context window used to predict a textual token. The context window for streaming speech
recognition is usually restricted to a limited number of chunks, where each chunk consists of 65 ∼ 265ms speech.
In contrast, the context window for non-streaming speech recognition is the entire feature sequence.
Fig 1 shows an example, where a 0.74s speech signal contains the word ‘hello’ and the textual token ‘[]’

represents a blank symbol. Suppose 64 frames (acoustic feature vectors) are extracted from the speech signal. To
predict the textual token ‘o’, the streaming speech recognition model only accesses two chunks (i.e., the current
chunk and the previous one) consisting of 32 frames in total, while the non-streaming speech recognition model
uses all 64 frames. This difference is hold for every predicted textual tokens. When a chunk is processed, the
1The speaker here refers to human speaker.
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Fig. 1. The comparison between streaming and non-streaming speech recognition.

streaming speech recognition model immediately outputs corresponding textual tokens based on the current
chunk and a few previous chunks. The states of these previous chunks are recorded in cache, so they do not
need to be computed again. Therefore, the streaming speech recognition model has the ability to provide real-
time recognition results for users, when transcribing long speech input (e.g., a voice message with a duration
of 5 minutes). To ensure the streaming nature and real-time feedback, we must avoid introducing excessive
computations into the inference process of a streaming speech recognitionmodel when designing the environment
adaptation mechanism.

3.2 Non-stationary Ambient Noise
The speech signal processing community generally classifies real-world noises into two categories: stationary
noise and non-stationary noise. The statistical properties of the stationary noise (e.g., white noise) remain
constant over time. In contrast, the statistical properties of non-stationary noise vary over time. Ambient noise
is the mixture of all noises in a specific environment and thus is non-stationary noise. In this paper, we focus
on the impact of ambient noise on streaming speech recognition. It is extremely difficult to mathematically
model the ambient noise based on statistical properties. Intuitively, different ambient noises lead to significantly
distinct auditory effects. For example, a highway environment contains the sound of car horn, the sound of
vehicle engine, etc., while the acoustic environment of a laundry room contains the sound of flowing water, the
sound of washing machines, etc. We collect audios with the duration of 5 minutes from three different acoustic
environments, i.e., a highway, a laundry room and a coffee house. We extract time-frequency spectrograms from
these audios. Fig 2 shows their time-frequency spectrograms, where the x-axis and y-axis represent the time and
frequency dimensions, respectively. We can observe that different acoustic environments have distinguishable
time-frequency patterns. Also it is very difficult to use a mathematical model to characterize the properties of the
acoustic noise in an environment.

4 ADASTREAMLITE DESIGN

4.1 Overview
AdaStreamLite exploits the built-in microphone of a smartphone to collect speech signals from users without
requiring additional hardware. Besides, our system does not require users to change their smartphone usage
habits. Therefore, AdaStreamLite is friendly to smartphone users. As shown in Fig 3, the AdaStreamLite system
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(a) Highway. (b) Laundry room. (c) Coffee house.

Fig. 2. Time-frequency spectrograms of different ambient noises.

activates two light-weight threads to conduct two interactive tasks, respectively: encoding the current acoustic
environment and recognizing the speech input from a user.

Fig. 3. The work flows and functional components of AdaStreamLite.

Encoding the current acoustic environment. We extract the time-frequency information of ambient noise
from noisy speech to improve the inference process of the streaming ASR component. To enhance the general-
ization of AdaStreamLite to unseen ambient noises, we propose to represent new acoustic environments with
enrolled ones. Therefore, we create a representation lookup table, which memorizes environment representations
with respect to several known acoustic environments. AdaStreamLite maps the noisy speech from the user to a
query key (i.e., a low-dimensional vector). The query key is used to aggregate the environment representations
in the lookup table to represent the current acoustic environment. More specifically, the representation of the
current acoustic environment (we name it as embedding) is the weighted average of the enrolled environment
representations.
Recognizing the speech input from a user. AdaStreamLite provides both the general and environment-

adaptive streaming E2E speech recognition services. The user of AdaStreamLite decides which running mode
to use. When a user chooses the environment-adaptive mode, AdaStreamLite incorporates the ambient noise
information into the inference of the streaming E2E ASR component to improve recognition performance. The
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adaptive regulator receives the noisy speech input, reads the stored environment embedding, fuses them to create
a mask used for calibration, and generates the calibrated hidden-state frames. The streaming E2E ASR model
predicts textual tokens based on these hidden-state frames.
Each task reads noisy speech from an independent memory buffer in a streaming manner. The sizes of these

two memory buffer are different. As discussed in Section 3.1, the streaming ASR component takes a chunk
(65 ∼ 265ms) as input. We found that more sound data can help better depict the time-frequency pattern of
ambient noise, so the environment encoding component accumulates multiple chunks (5 ∼ 10s in total) to create
the environment embedding. The generated environment embedding is stored and periodically updated. Note
that this encoding process does not affect the streaming nature of the system. When the environment encoding
thread is first activated and before the embedding is ready, the system still adopts the general mode to ensure the
streaming service is interrupted. Also, the acoustic environment encoding thread is activated only when the user
needs it. This avoids unnecessary calculations under quiet environments.

4.2 Speech Signal Processing
AdaStreamLite uses the microphone to capture noisy speech and converts it to a discrete digital signal which is
a mixture of user speech and ambient noise. Prior speech enhancement works [7][49] show that it is easier to
separate speech from noise in the frequency domain than the time domain. Therefore, we use a signal processing
module to extract frequency-domain acoustic features from noisy speech, as shown in Fig 4.

Fig. 4. The signal processing module.

Humans can hear sounds in the frequency range of 20Hz to 20kHz. Most acoustic applications on smartphones
use 44.1kHz sampling rate as the default configuration to record sounds. This means one second of sound
recordings contain 44, 100 acoustic samples. However, the daily speech produced by humans ismainly concentrated
in the frequency range of 20Hz to 4kHz. Therefore, we only focus on the ambient noises in the same frequency
range as speech, because ambient noises outside of this range can be easily removed by a low-pass or high-pass
filter. We use a sampling frequency of 16kHz instead of 44.1kHz to collect speech from users, so that we can ensure
the speech quality and meanwhile reduce the floating point operations (FLOPs) of discrete Fourier transform
by approximately 2.76×. In the feature extraction process, the speech signal is firstly divided into short-time
segments with a 25ms sliding window and a 10ms overlapping. We use the Povey window to alleviate spectrum
leakage [38]. The Povey window is a set of coefficients {𝑤 [𝑛]}𝑁−1

𝑛=0 , where 𝑁 = 0.025×16, 000 = 400 is the number
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of sampling points within the window. The coefficient𝑤 [𝑛] is calculated by

𝑤 [𝑛] = 1
2
[1 − cos ( 2𝜋𝑛

𝑁 − 1
)]0.85. (1)

We perform Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) with the size of 1, 024 on each window, which provides 512 frequency
bins with sufficient resolution. We then calculate the power spectrum of the speech signal, which reflects the
energy distribution over different frequency bins. To further reduce the computation of AdaStreamLite, we use a
mel-scaled filter bank with 80 triangular filters to decrease the number of the frequency bins from 512 to 80. The
logarithm operation is used to match the nonlinear perception property of human ears. We use the mean and
variance normalization to mitigate the effect of stationary noise (e.g., white noise). The speech signal is converted
to a sequence of 80-dimensional acoustic feature vectors (we name them as speech frames for convenience),
which contains rich time-frequency information.

4.3 Lightweight Neural Network Design
Considering there are limited computational resources on a smartphone, we design two lightweight neural net-
works, i.e., FrameEncoder and SeqPooling. The FrameEncoder sub-network processes acoustic feature sequences
at the frame level. The SeqPooling sub-network compresses all frames of a hidden-state feature sequence output
by FrameEncoder into a compact feature vector.

4.3.1 FrameEncoder Sub-network. We design FrameEncoder to capture both short-term and long-term variations
over an acoustic feature sequence. FrameEncoder is stacked by one down-sampling block and three Conformer
encoders [24], which takes as input a sequence of 80-dimensional logMel-filter banks and outputs a 32-dimensional
hidden-state feature sequence. The down-sampling block is used to reduce the length of the input feature sequence,
which effectively decreases the computational cost. As shown in Fig 5, a Conformer encoder is sequentially
stacked by a first feed-forward (FFN) module, a multi-head self-attention (MHSA) module [57], a convolution
(CONV) module, a second FFN module, and a final LayerNorm layer. Residual connections are also used for the
Conformer encoder to avoid gradient vanish. The MHSA module is good at modeling global context, while the
Conv module focuses on fine-grained local context.

Fig. 5. The structure of a Conformer encoder.

Let 𝑋 ∈ R𝐷×𝑇 refer to a feature sequence with a varying length, where 𝐷 indicates the feature dimension and
𝑇 denotes the number of frames. For 𝑋 input to a Conformer encoder, the output feature sequence 𝑌 ∈ R𝐷×𝑇 is
calculated as

𝑋 ′ = 𝑋 + 1
2
𝐹𝐹𝑁 (𝑋 );

𝑋 ′′ = 𝑋 ′ +𝑀𝐻𝑆𝐴(𝑋 ′);
𝑋 ′′′ = 𝑋 ′′ +𝐶𝑂𝑁𝑉 (𝑋 ′′);

𝑌 = 𝐿𝑎𝑦𝑒𝑟𝑁𝑜𝑟𝑚(𝑋 ′′′ + 1
2
𝐹𝐹𝑁 (𝑋 ′′′)) .

(2)
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Table 1. The blocks of the FrameEncoder sub-network.

Down-sampling Block Conformer Encoder × 3
FFN1 MHSA CONV FFN2

Configures

Conv2d: 3 × 3, 32
Conv2d: 3 × 3, 32

Flatten
Linear: 608 × 32

Linear: 32 × 128
Linear: 128 × 32

Linear: 32 × 32
Linear: 32 × 32
Linear: 32 × 32
Linear: 32 × 32
Linear: 32 × 32

Conv1d: 1, 64
Conv1d: 31, 32
Conv1d: 1, 32

Linear: 32 × 128
Linear: 128 × 32

Table 1 depicts the details of a FrameEncoder sub-network, where ‘Linear’ represents a fully connected layer,
‘Conv1d’ refers to a 1D convolution layer and ‘Conv2d’ denotes a 2D convolution layer. Additionally, Batch
Normalization [29], Switch activation [46] and Dropout [53] are used for FrameEncoder to accelerate model
convergence and avoid over-fitting.

4.3.2 SeqPooling Sub-network. We design a SeqPooling sub-network to aggregate the hidden-state feature se-
quence derived from the FrameEncoder sub-network. The frames in a hidden-state feature sequence are of unequal
importance. Therefore, we use an Attentive Statistics Pooling (ASP) mechanism [42] with learnable parameters
to emphasize those more important frames. Let 𝐻 ∈ R𝐷×𝑇 denote a hidden-state feature sequence, where 𝐷 is
the feature dimension and 𝑇 is the number of frames. For the 𝑡-th frame ℎ𝑡 ∈ R𝐷×1 in 𝐻 = {ℎ1, ℎ2, · · · , ℎ𝑇 }, the
attention score 𝑒𝑡 ∈ R is calculated by

𝑒𝑡 = v𝑓 (Wℎ𝑡 + b) + 𝑘, (3)
where v ∈ R1×𝐷 , W ∈ R𝐷×𝐷 , b ∈ R𝐷×1, 𝑘 ∈ R are trainable parameters, and 𝑓 (·) is the Tanh activation function.
The attention score 𝑒𝑡 is further normalized over all frames as follows

𝛼𝑡 =
exp 𝑒𝑡∑𝑇

𝑖=1 exp(𝑒𝑖 )
. (4)

The weighted mean vector �̃� ∈ R𝐷×1 and the weighted standard deviation vector 𝜎 ∈ R𝐷×1 are calculated by

�̃� =
1
𝑇

𝑇∑︁
𝑡=1

𝛼𝑡ℎ𝑡 ,

𝜎 =

√√√
𝑇∑︁
𝑡=1

𝛼𝑡ℎ𝑡 ⊗ ℎ𝑡 − �̃� ⊗ �̃�,

(5)

where ⊗ denotes the Hadamard product. The output of the ASP model is obtained by concatenating �̃� and 𝜎 . We
adjust the dimension of the concatenation vector by a linear module. Table 2 shows the details of the SeqPooling
sub-network. Through the above calculations, the SeqPooling sub-network maps a sequence of 32-dimensional
hidden-state feature sequence to a 256-dimensional feature vector.

4.4 Encoding Acoustic Environment
As discussed in Section 3.2, it is not trivial to depict a non-stationary acoustic environment based on the statistical
properties of ambient noise, but we observed that different ambient noises have distinguishable time-frequency
patterns. To avoid imposing excessive computations on the streaming speech recognition component, the acoustic
environment model should be lightweight. Inspired by prior works [52][14][69] in the speaker recognition
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Table 2. The layers of the SeqPooling sub-network.

ASP Module Linear Module

Configures

Conv1d: 32 × 80
Stacking

Conv1d: 240 × 128
Conv1d: 128 × 80

Linear: 160 × 256
Linear: 256 × 256

field, we encode the time-frequency pattern of the ambient noise as a compact feature vector and we name it
environment representation.

4.4.1 Learning Representations for Different Acoustic Environments. We design an environment representation
extractor and train it based on acoustic data collected from different acoustic environments, such as train
station, office room, and restaurant. As shown in Fig 6, the environment representation extractor consists of a
FrameEncoder module, a SeqPooling module, and a Linear output layer with 256 nodes, which maps an ambient
sound signal to a 256-dimensional feature vector. To train the extractor, we use ambient sound signals collected
from 11 different acoustic environments𝐷1−𝐷11 shown in Table 3 (Section 5.3) as training data. The ground truth
of an ambient sound signal is a one-hot category label, which represents a specific acoustic environment. During
the training process, a classifier receives environment representations as input and predicts their categories,
which is parameterized by weight vectors {𝑊1,𝑊2, · · · ,𝑊𝑀 }, where 𝑀 = 11 is the number of environment
types involved in the training data. The smartphone microphone collects ambient noise and user speech at
the same time, so AdaStreamLite practically extracts environment representations from noisy speech. To learn
speech-independent environment representations, we perform data augmentation on training data by mixing
ambient noise with speech at a possibility of 50%.

Fig. 6. Acoustic environment representation learning

We use the additive angular margin softmax (AAM-Softmax) loss [12] to enhance the discrimination of
environment representations by increasing the inter-class distance and meanwhile decreasing the intra-class
distance in the environment representation space, as shown in Fig.6. The AAM-Softmax loss for 𝑁 training
samples is calculated as

𝑙𝐴𝐴𝑀−𝑆𝑜 𝑓 𝑡𝑚𝑎𝑥 = − 1
𝑁

𝑁∑︁
𝑖=1

log
𝑒𝑠 (cos(𝜃𝑖,𝑦𝑖 +𝑚) )

𝑒𝑠 (cos(𝜃𝑖,𝑦𝑖 +𝑚) ) +∑𝑛
𝑗=1, 𝑗≠𝑦𝑖 𝑒

𝑠 cos𝜃𝑖,𝑗
, (6)
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where 𝑠 denotes a scale factor,𝑚 is the margin penalty, 𝑦𝑖 refers to the ground truth (class label) w.r.t the 𝑖-th
ambient sound, and 𝜃𝑖, 𝑗 is the angle between the 𝑖-th environment representation and the 𝑗-th class weight vector.
We set 𝑠 = 32 and𝑚 = 0.2.

To investigate whether the representation extractor has the ability to encode different acoustic environments,
we collect ambient sounds from 6 acoustic environments in real world, including basketball court, concert hall,
server room, laundry room, subway station and school canteen. Note that these acoustic environments do not appear
in training data. We visualize their representations by the t-SNE algorithm [55]. Fig 7 shows the visualization
results. We can see that these environment representations have the property of intra-class compactness and
inter-class discrimination. This demonstrates that the representation extractor can capture the characteristics of
acoustic environments.

Fig. 7. The environment representations of 6 acoustic environments in the real world.

4.4.2 Constructing the Environment Representation Lookup Table. To further improve the generalization of
AdaStreamLite to unseen acoustic environments, we propose to represent a new acoustic environment with
known acoustic environments. This is consistent with the observations of realistic environments. For example,
the acoustic environment of an open-air basketball court near a road can be regarded as the combination of the
basketball court and road acoustic environments.
Neural Turing Machine (NTM) [23] is an artificial neural network model with external memory resources,

which has been successfully used for various of speech processing tasks, such as speaker adaptation [48] and
speech synthesis [60]. We construct a NTM based lookup table to memorize the representations of 11 acoustic
environments obtained in Section 4.4.1. Since each acoustic environment has multiple ambient noise recordings,
we average all representations belonging to the same acoustic environment.

4.4.3 Generating Embedding for the Current Acoustic Environment. We design a query key generator to map
a noisy speech signal from the microphone to a query key, as shown in Fig 8. The structure of the query key
generator is the same as the representation extractor. We use the query key to aggregate all environment
representations in the lookup table based on the read operation of NTM.
There are 11 environment representations in the lookup table, {𝐸1, 𝐸2, · · · , 𝐸11}, which correspond to 11

different types of acoustic environments. The read operation of NTM is based on attention mechanism. The
query key is a low-dimensional vector 𝑄 ∈ R256×1. The attention score 𝑠𝑖 for the 𝑖-th environment representation
in the lookup table is calculated by

𝑠𝑖 =
1

√
256

𝑄 ⊙ 𝐸𝑖 =
1
16
𝑄 ⊙ 𝐸𝑖 , (7)
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Fig. 8. Querying the lookup table.

where ⊙ denotes the dot product between two vectors. These attention scores are normalized by

𝛽𝑖 =
exp(𝑠𝑖 )∑11
𝑗=1 exp(𝑠 𝑗 )

. (8)

The environment embedding of the current acoustic environment 𝐸𝑐𝑢𝑟𝑟 ∈ R256×1 is calculated as

𝐸𝑐𝑢𝑟𝑟 =

11∑︁
𝑖=1

𝛽𝑖𝐸𝑖 , (9)

which is used for environment-adaptive end-to-end streaming speech recognition.

4.5 Recognizing User Speech
4.5.1 Streaming Speech Recognition Model. We use a U2++ model [65] as the streaming E2E ASR component of
AdaStreamLite, which has a hybrid CTC/Attention architecture and adopts a dynamic chunk-based attention
strategy. As shown in Fig 9, the U2++ model consists of a shared encoder, a CTC decoder, and an attention
decoder. We stack 12 Conformer blocks [24] to act as the shared encoder. The CTC decoder is a simple linear
layer, whose dimension is determined by the size of lexicon used for speech recognition. The attention decoder is
comprised of 3 Transformer blocks [57].

Fig. 9. The structure of the streaming speech recognition component of AdaStreamLite.

The CTC mechanism allows the speech recognition model to predict a blank symbol [] in a speech frame,
which avoids the forced alignment between input speech frames and output textual tokens. For example, the
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CTC decoder is allowed to predict ‘hel[][]low’ or ‘hel[]lo[]w’ for the ground truth ‘hellow’. The attention decoder
leverages both speech frames and previous textual tokens to predict the current textual token, which introduces
extra language information into the inference process. In the U2++ model, streaming speech recognition is
provided by the shared encoder and the CTC decoder, while the attention decoder is used for calibration.
The loss functions 𝐿𝐶𝑇𝐶 and 𝐿𝐴𝐸𝐷 are used to train the U2++ model. Let 𝐾 be the size of lexicon, x =

{𝑥1, 𝑥2, · · · , 𝑥𝑇 } refers to an input frame sequence of Length𝑇 , and z = {𝑧1, 𝑧2, · · · , 𝑧𝑖 , · · · , 𝑧𝑇 ; 𝑧𝑖 ∈ R𝐾 } represents
the output sequence of the CTC decoder w.r.t x. A textual token sequence 𝜋 = {𝜋1, 𝜋2, · · · , 𝜋𝑇 } is a correct
path, when the ground truth y of x can be obtained by removing the blank symbols and merging continuously
repetitive textual tokens from 𝜋 . The CTC loss 𝐿𝐶𝑇𝐶 is defined as

𝐿𝐶𝑇𝐶 = − log𝑝 (y|x) = − log(
∑︁

𝜋∈B−1 (y)
𝑝 (𝜋 |x)) = − log(

∑︁
𝜋∈B−1 (y)

𝑇∏
𝑡=1

𝑧
𝜋𝑡
𝑡 ), (10)

where B−1 contains all correct paths to y and 𝑧𝜋𝑡𝑡 denotes the probability of the textual token 𝜋𝑡 in 𝑧𝑡 . The
attention encoder-decoder loss 𝐿𝐴𝐸𝐷 is defined as the likelihood of the ground truth as follows

𝐿𝐴𝐸𝐷 = − log𝑝 (y|x) = − log𝑝 (𝑦1 |x)
𝑙∏
𝑖=2

𝑝 (𝑦𝑖 |𝑦1, 𝑦2, · · · , 𝑦𝑖−1, x), (11)

where x is the input sequence and y = {𝑦1, 𝑦2, · · · , 𝑦𝑙 } is the ground truth of length 𝑙 .

4.5.2 Environment-adaptive Mechanism. We design a self-adaptive regulator to improve the robustness of AdaS-
treamLite to noisy environments in the real world. The self-adaptive regulator leverages the time-frequency
information of the current acoustic environment to optimize the inference process of the streaming E2E ASR
component. Fig 10 shows the workflow of the self-adaptive regulator. To reduce the computational complexity,
the self-adaptive regulator enhances the frame output by a down-sampling block, instead of the original acoustic
feature sequence extracted from the input speech. Let 𝑆𝑛𝑜𝑖 ∈ R𝐹×𝑇 denote the frames, where 𝑇 is the number of
the frames (the length of the hidden-state feature sequence) and 𝐹 is the feature dimension. The self-adaptive
regulator fuses the speech and acoustic environment information by concatenating the recorded environment
embedding with each frame of 𝑆𝑛𝑜𝑖 . The concatenation result is converted to a real-valued mask M ∈ R𝐹×𝑇
with a simple two-layer fully connected neural network (768 × 512, 𝐵𝑎𝑡𝑐ℎ𝑁𝑜𝑟𝑚, 𝐿𝑒𝑎𝑘𝑦𝑅𝑒𝐿𝑢, 512 × 512) and a
Sigmoid non-linear activation function, where M𝑓 ,𝑡 ∈ [0, 1]. The outputs of the self-adaptive regulator are
enhanced frames 𝑆𝑒𝑛ℎ = 𝑆𝑛𝑜𝑖 ⊗ 𝑀 , where ⊗ is the Hadamard product. The enhanced frames are input into the
ASR component to predict textual tokens. The query key generator, the self-adaptive regulator, and the streaming
E2E ASR component are optimized jointly to minimize a hybrid speech recognition loss 𝐿𝐴𝑆𝑅 in an end-to-end
manner. Let E, D𝑐𝑡𝑐 and D𝑎𝑒𝑑 be the shared encoder, CTC decoder and attention decoder of the streaming E2E
ASR model, respectively, the loss function 𝐿𝐴𝑆𝑅 is then defined as

𝐿𝐴𝑆𝑅 = 𝐿𝐶𝑇𝐶 (D𝑐𝑡𝑐 (E(𝑆𝑒𝑛ℎ)), 𝑦) + 𝜆𝐿𝐴𝐸𝐷 (D𝑎𝑒𝑑 (E(𝑆𝑒𝑛ℎ)), 𝑦), (12)

where 𝑦 is the ground truth, 𝐿𝐶𝑇𝐶 is the Connectionist Temporal Classification (CTC) loss [20][21], 𝐿𝐴𝐸𝐷 is the
Attention-based Encoder-Decoder (AED) loss [10][6][9], and 𝜆 is a balancing coefficient.

5 SYSTEM IMPLEMENTATION

5.1 Software and Hardware
We use PyTorch, one of popular deep learning frameworks, to implement and train the deep neural networks
involved in the functional components of AdaStreamLite. We process speech signals that are used as training data
with the librosa python package. All of the training processes run on a high-performance server equipped with
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Fig. 10. The workflow of the self-adaptive regulator.

GTXTitan-V and RTX 2080-Ti GPUs. To further reduce the computational resource consumption of AdaStreamLite,
we use the post training dynamic quantization tool provided by PyTorch to compress the computation-intensive
fully connected layers involved in AdaStreamLite, which maps their weight parameters from 32-bit float point
number to 8-bit integer number. We use Java and Android technologies to develop a prototype of AdaStreamLite.
We deployed the prototype system on multiple mainstream smartphones.

5.2 Graphical User Interface
We design an easy-to-use graphical interface for users, as shown in Fig 11. Fig 11(a) is a data collection tool based
on Android. We invite volunteers to use this tool to collect speeches in real-world acoustic environments. Fig 11(b)
shows the graphical user interface of AdaStreamLite. Users can decide whether to activate the self-adaptation
function, set a desirable chunk size, and adjust the window size for ambient sound collection.

5.3 Data Preparation
Thousands of hours of speech data are essential to constructing a practical streaming ASR system. We use publicly
available data resources from the speech signal processing community to develop our AdaStreamLite system,
which are listed as follows:

• LibriSpeech: LibriSpeech [43] is a corpus derived from audio books, which consists of approximately
1000 hours of English speech. There are three training datasets in the LibriSpeech, i.e., librispeech-100 (100
hours and 251 speakers), librispeech-360 (360 hours and 921 speakers), and librispeech-500 (500 hours and
1, 166 speakers). The first two subsets are of high recording quality, while the third subset is collected
under unconstrained conditions. AdaStreamLite uses these training sets to develop its streaming English
speech recognition component. The test sets of LibriSpeech are used to evaluate AdaStreamLite in our
experiments.

• WenetSpeech and Aishell-1: WenetSpeech [64] is a large-scale multi-domain Mandarin corpus, which
contains 22, 400+ hours speech data in total (10, 000+ hours labeled speech, 2, 400+ hours weakly labeled
speech, and 10, 000 hours unlabeled speech). These speech data are collected under multiple speaking
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(a) Data Collection Tool. (b) AdaStreamLite.

Fig. 11. The graphical user interface.

Table 3. The acoustic environments in the DEMAND dataset.

Training Office (D1), Hallway (D2), Meeting (D3), Station (D4), Restaurant (D5),
Traffic (D6), Town Square (D7), Cafe (D8), Metro (D9), Bus (D10), Car (D11)

Test Washing (D12), Kitchen (D13), Living (D14), Field (D15), River (D16), Park (D17)

styles, topics, real-world scenarios, and noisy conditions. Aishell-1 [3] is a high-quality Chinese Mandarin
corpus, which contains 400 speakers with different accents and 170 hours of speech data. All the speech
data are recorded by a high-fidelity microphone in a quiet indoor environment. AdaStreamLite uses the
10, 000+ hours labeled speech of WenetSpeech and the training set of Aishell-1 to implement Chinese based
streaming speech recognition function. The test set of Aishell-1 is used to evaluate AdaStreamLite.

• DEMAND: DEMAND [54] collects 17 types of ambient noises from daily life scenes and natural environ-
ments, such as meeting, station, park, and river. These noise data preserve the original noise power. We use
6 different types of acoustic noises in DEMAND for testing and the remainders for training, as listed in
Table 3.

5.4 Model Training
Several components of AdaStreamLite are based on deep neural network, including the environment representa-
tion extractor, the query key generator, the self-adaptive regulator and the streaming E2E ASR model. It usually
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requires several weeks or months to train a speech recognition model from scratch when the training speech
data are thousands of hours. To reduce training load and meanwhile maintain high recognition performance, we
initialized the weight parameters of the streaming E2E ASR component in AdaStreamLite with a pre-trained
model. For English speech recognition, we use the U2++ model pre-trained with the collection of librispeech-100,
librispeech-360, and librispeech-500. For Chinese speech recognition, we used the U2++ model pre-trained with
the 10, 000+ hours labeled speech of WenetSpeech. Besides, we also initialize the query key generator with the
weight parameters of the learned environment representation extractor. To generate noisy speech data used for
training the components of AdaStreamLite, we mix the clean speech data (the training set of Aishell-1 or the
collection of librispeech-100 and librispeech-360) with the ambient noises from DEMAND (D1-D11) at different
signal-to-noise ratio levels from 0dB to 30dB. We fine tune the query key generator and the streaming E2E ASR
model with a learning rate of 2𝑒 − 5. The environment representation extractor and the self-adaptive regulator
are trained with a learning rate of 1𝑒 − 3.

5.5 System Configures
AdaStreamLite receives speech in the presence of noise from a user chunk by chunk. The default chunk size
is set to 16 frames (i.e., 185ms). In the inference process of a streaming ASR model, the history information of
previous chunks can be leveraged to improve recognition performance of the current chunk. However, reserving
all previous chunks for AdaStreamLite will lead to unacceptable system delay and memory consumption when
dealing with long speech input (e.g., more than 5 minutes). To make a trade-off between recognition performance
and inference latency, AdaSteamLite only memorizes the hidden states from the last 20 seconds. Also the ambient
noise varies over time. AdaStreamLite therefore updates the stored environment embedding periodically (e.g.,
every 10s). In our experiments, we also investigate the impact of these configures on performance.

6 SYSTEM EVALUATION
In order to evaluate the proposed AdaStreamLite system under realistic acoustic environments, we recruited 10
volunteers aged from 20 to 32, which contain 5 males and 5 females, to participate in our experiments. We focus
on the real experience of these volunteers.

6.1 Textual Materials
To evaluate AdaStreamLite in term of user experience, we prepared diverse textual materials for the volunteers to
read. These textual materials include speech commands, newspapers, speeches of famous persons, and textbooks
of language learning, which are on diverse topics including device control, information retrieval, news, philosophy
of life, and daily conversations. There are 1, 448 different words in the textual materials.

6.2 Evaluation Metric
Following prior streaming end-to-end speech recognition studies, we use Word Error Rate (WER) to evaluate the
recognition performance of AdaStreamLite. The WER metric measures the least number of operations, when a
hypothesized word sequence is transformed to the ground truth by three types of basic operations: insertion,
deletion and substitution. Let 𝑁 refer to the number of words in a ground truth sentence. WER is defined as

𝑊𝐸𝑅 =
𝐼 + 𝐷 + 𝑆

𝑁
, (13)

where 𝐼 , 𝐷 and 𝑆 denote the number of required insertions, deletions and substitutions, respectively.
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(a) The experiment pro-
cess in a server room.

(b) WER (%).

Fig. 12. The WER (%) of AdaStreamLite under realistic noisy environments.

6.3 Overall Performance
6.3.1 Performance in Different Noisy Environments. To investigate the generalization of AdaStreamLite to different
types of noisy environments, we asked all participants to use AdaStreamLite in 8 realistic acoustic environments,
including hospital, subway station, outdoors (cicadas’ chirping), server room, barber shop, basketball court, rainy
weather, and road. The participants read the same textual materials for 10 minutes in each environment. The
signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) of the speech signal ranges from 5.5dB to 7.5dB, which is quite low for most speech
applications. We also developed a robust streaming ASR system (MultiCondition) on the test smartphone for
comparison with AdaStreamLite, where a pre-trained U2++ model is fine-tuned by a multi-condition training
method. Multi-condition training is the most popular noise-robustness enhancement method at model level in
the speech recognition field, which augments training data by adding noises. The MultiCondition system uses
the ambient noises collected in different environments (𝐷1-𝐷11) to perform data augmentation. Fig 12(b) shows
the evaluation results. AdaStreamLite obtains an average WER of 13.805% across all environments. Compared to
the MultiCondition system, the error rate of AdaStreamLite is decreased by 28.15%. This result demonstrates that
dynamic environment adaptation performs better than static noise-robustness enhancement.

Besides, we also evaluated AdaStreamLite with the test sets mentioned in Section 5.3. To generate noisy speech
for evaluation, we added ambient noises collected from the 6 acoustic environments𝐷12−𝐷17 of DEMAND to the
clean test speech, respectively. Each noisy environment is configured with five SNR levels (−5𝑑𝐵, 0𝑑𝐵, 5𝑑𝐵, 10𝑑𝐵,
and 15𝑑𝐵), which correspond to the most common conditions in daily life. We ensure that both human speakers
and acoustic environments in the test data are not involved in the training data. Besides the MultiCondition
system, we additionally developed a basic on-device streaming E2E ASR system (BasicSystem), which directly
uses the pre-trained U2++ model without any enhancements. Fig 13(a) shows experiment results. AdaStreamLite
achieves the best performance under all tested acoustic environments. Though the streaming ASR model of
BasicSystem is trained with 10, 000+ hours speech data collected from most realistic environments, it still does not
perform well in the experiment. Especially, the WERs of BasicSystem exceed 23.0% in the Park and River acoustic
environments, which contain ambient noises from natural environments. Compared to the results in Fig 12(b),
the difference between MultiCondition and AdaStreamLite is smaller in term of WER. This is because the ambient
noises in𝐷1-𝐷11 are more similar to those in𝐷12-𝐷17 and the MultiCondition system has seen𝐷1-𝐷11 during its
multi-condition training process. These two observations demonstrate that the diversity of acoustic environments
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(a) Different acoustic environments. (b) Different SNR levels.

Fig. 13. The WER (%) metric of AdaStreamLite under noisy environments 𝐷12 − 𝐷17.

involved in training data is crucial to the noise-robustness of a streaming ASR system. However, it is impossible
to include all real-world acoustic environments in the training data. AdaStreamLite, which dynamically interacts
with its surroundings, shows its superiority over the baseline systems. AdaStreamLite achieves WERs lower than
5.0% in the Kitchen, Washing and Field acoustic environments. The WERs of AdaStreamLite are still below 12.0%
in the 𝑃𝑎𝑟𝑘 and 𝑅𝑖𝑣𝑒𝑟 acoustic environments.

6.3.2 Performance at Multiple SNR Levels. To investigate the impact of Signal-to-Noise Ratio (SNR) on AdaS-
treamLite, we set the SNR of test speech data to different levels. The SNR levels for test include −15𝑑𝐵, −10𝑑𝐵,
−5𝑑𝐵, 0𝑑𝐵, 5𝑑𝐵, 10𝑑𝐵, 15𝑑𝐵. For each SNR level, we evaluated AdaStreamLite in 6 different acoustic environments
𝐷12 − 𝐷17 and calculated the averaged WER. Fig 13(b) shows the results. We can see that the WER value
dramatically increases with the decrease of SNR. Compared to the two baselines BasicSystem and MultiCondition,
AdaStreamLite shows better robustness against low SNR. At the common SNR levels in daily life (−5𝑑𝐵, 0𝑑𝐵,
5𝑑𝐵, 10𝑑𝐵 and 15𝑑𝐵), AdaStreamLite achieves an average WER of 6.8%, which is acceptable for most users. When
the SNR level is too low, i.e., −15𝑑𝐵, the speech is completely buried in the ambient noise and the WER is the
highest (about 50%).

6.3.3 Performance Comparison with the State-of-the-art Systems. Most successful paradigms of noise-robust non-
streaming speech recognition use speech enhancement schemes as the frond-end. We compared AdaStreamLite
with two state-of-the-art speech enhancement systems, FullSubNet+ [7] and DeepFilterNet [49]. FullSubNet+ is a
frequency-domain based SE method, which predicts a complex Ideal Ratio Mask (cIRM) to reconstruct both the
amplitude and phase of enhanced speech. To reduce computational cost, FullSubNet+ uses lightweight multi-
scale time sensitive channel attention modules and temporal convolutional network blocks as its computational
components. DeepFilterNet is a two-stage speech enhancement system, which uses the combination of an
equivalent rectangular bandwidth (ERB) filter bank and a deep filtering component, instead of a cIRM, to
reconstruct enhanced speech. We used the official open-source codes provided by the authors to implement the
FullSubNet+ and DeepFilterNet systems. For a fair comparison, we trained and tested them with the same speech
data as those used for AdaStreamLite. The experiments include evaluations under different acoustic environments
and SNR levels.

Fig 14(a) and Fig 14(b) show the evaluation results. We can see that AdaStreamLite outperforms the competing
systems. These two speech enhancement systems can not reconstruct enhanced speech well based on limited
speech context information (a chunk of 16 frames). Fig 15 shows the reconstructed speech spectrograms from
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(a) Comparison under different acoustic environments. (b) Comparison at different SNR levels.

Fig. 14. The WER (%) comparison among AdaStreamLite and state-of-the-art systems.

(a) Clean speech. (b) FullSubNet+. (c) DeepFilterNet.

Fig. 15. Reconstructed speech from DeepFilterNet and FullSubNet+.

FullSubNet+ and DeepFilterNet. Compared to clean speech, the reconstructed speech spectrograms lost a large
amount of details. We train all components of AdaStreamLite in an end-to-end fashion, so they are jointly
optimized to maximize recognition performance based on limited speech context. Besides, different from these
systems that do not interact with acoustic environments, AdaStreamLite leverages the information of ambient
noise to achieve a better recognition performance.

6.3.4 Ablation Study. To better understand the contribution of each component to AdaStreamLite, we conducted
the ablation study and constructed test speech data based on acoustic environments 𝐷12 − 𝐷17. Table 4 lists
the experiment results. “No Self-adaptation” represents a noise-robust streaming E2E ASR model optimized by
multi-condition training, which achieves the worst performance. This demonstrates that AdaStreamLite can
benefit from interacting with its surroundings. “No Environment Embedding” refers to that the self-adaptive
regulator only receives noisy speech as input to generate the mask used for calibration. Its performance is worse
than AdaStreamLite, which demonstrates the effectiveness of leveraging ambient noise information to optimize
the inference process of streaming E2E ASR. In “No Representation Table”, we remove the representation lookup
table from AdaStreamLite and directly use the environment representation derived from the query key generator
to model the current acoustic noise. This leads to performance degradation. Therefore, representing new acoustic
environments with known ones can improve the generalization of AdaStreamLite to unseen ambient noise. In
summary, all proposed design components contribute to improving the performance of AdaStreamLite.
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Table 4. Ablation study.

Kitchen Living Washing Filed Park River

AdaStreamLite 6.452 9.104 4.942 5.500 11.530 13.354
No Representation Table 6.956 9.636 5.100 5.756 12.382 14.288

No Environment Embedding 7.574 10.594 5.340 6.192 13.768 15.948
No Self-adaptation 7.762 10.694 5.425 6.286 13.916 15.168

(a) The WER (%) over different speakers. (b) The impact of body movements on WER (%).

Fig. 16. Robustness of AdaStreamLite.

6.4 Robustness Analysis
6.4.1 Robustness Against Speaker Diversity. There are distinct differences among the physiological characteristics
and speaking styles of users, which lead to different acoustic feature patterns even for the same speech content.
To investigate the robustness of AdaStreamLite against different speakers, we invited 10 volunteers 𝑠1 − 𝑠10 to
participate in our experiment. Each volunteer read the same textual materials following his/her natural speaking
habit. We evaluated the WER of AdaStreamLite for these volunteers. As shown in Fig 16(a), the WERs range from
6% to 8%. We found that 𝑠1, 𝑠3, 𝑠4 and 𝑠6 have noticeable regional accents. The WER difference between any two
volunteers is always below 1.5%, which demonstrates the robustness of AdaStreamLite against speaker diversity.

6.4.2 Robustness Against Body Movements. To investigate the impact of body movements on recognition perfor-
mance, we asked the participants to use AdaStreamLite under different body movement states including sitting,
standing, lying, walking, jogging, and going up and down. The participants read the same text material for a
duration of 10 minutes. From Fig 16(b), we can see that walking and jogging slightly increase WER, compared to
sitting, standing and lying. The participants were panting for breath when they spoke and walked (jogged) at
the same time. Heavy breathing can slightly affect the performance. Besides heavy breathing, we found that the
smartphones moved dramatically when the participants climbed the stairs. The movement of smartphone does
affect speech collection. The WER for going up and down is the highest.

6.4.3 Robustness Against Distance Between the Mouth and the Smartphone. To investigate the impact of the
mouth-to-smartphone distance on recognition performance, we invited 3 volunteers and deployed AdaStreamLite
on their own smartphones. During the experiment process, each volunteer held the smartphone away from the
mouth at a required distance and meanwhile read a content-fixed paragraph for a duration of 5 minutes. The
distances used for test include 2cm, 4cm, 8cm, and 16cm. For each test distance, the above experiment process was
repeated 5 times. We conducted this experiment in a quiet meeting room and a noisy server room, respectively.
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(a) The holding gesture for
a smartphone.

(b) WER (%) in a quiet environment. (c) WER (%) in a noisy environment.

Fig. 17. The impact of distance on the WER metric.

(a) WER (%) in a quiet environment. (b) WER (%) in a noisy environment.

Fig. 18. The impact of angle on the WER metric.

Fig 17 shows the results. In a quiet environment, the mouth-to-smartphone distance has a small impact. However,
we observed a significant performance variation w.r.t the distance when conducting this experiment in a noisy
environment. This is because a larger distance leads to the decrease of SNR.

6.4.4 Robustness to Angle Between the Horizontal Plane and the Smartphone. We further investigated the impact
of the angle between the smartphone and the horizontal plane. The experiment setup is the same as that in
Section 6.4.3. Fig 18 shows the results. Different from distance, the impact of the angle is negligible in both quiet
and noisy environments. We found that every test smartphone is equipped with a primary microphone at its
bottom. Therefore, the mouth of the volunteer is always close to the microphone, no matter how the angle is
changed.

6.4.5 Robustness against Smartphone Diversity. We deployed AdaStreamLite on three different smartphones,
including Samsung Galaxy S21, Xiaomi 13, and iQOO Neo6. We asked one participant to use each of them in
a server room full of machine noises. The participant read the same textual materials. From Table 5, we can
see that the AdaStreamLite system deployed on different smartphones achieves low and similar WERs, which
demonstrates the generalibity of AdaStreamLite to different smartphones.

6.5 System Hyper-parameters
6.5.1 Chunk Size. The chunk size refers to the number of frames that are fed into a streaming E2E ASR model in
the forward inference process. As introduced in the Subsection 4.2, a frame is an acoustic feature vector extracted
from a small sliding window, and we use a 25ms sliding window with a 10ms overlapping for AdaStreamLite. To
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Table 5. WER (%) on different smartphone platforms.

Smartphone Platform Samsung Galaxy S21 Xiaomi 13 iQOO Neo6

WER (%) 7.54 7.62 7.58

(a) WER (%). (b) Time Delay (s).

Fig. 19. The impact of chunk size.

investigate the impact of chunk size on recognition performance and inference latency, we asked a volunteer to
perform the input of same speech. For each chunk size, the experiment process was repeated five times, and the
averaged performance is reported.
Fig 19(a) and Fig 19(b) show the evaluation results of WER and inference latency, respectively. Here, the

inference latency refers to the averaged time consumption to collect and process a chunk. The WER value
decreases with the increase of the chunk size. This is due to that more speech context information can be
used for prediction. However, the inference latency increases with the chunk size. Therefore, there is trade off
between recognition performance and inference latency. Based on this observation, we set the chunk size to 16
for AdaStreamLite, which achieves a good balance.

6.5.2 Size of Lookup Table. We use acoustic representations of seen environments to represent unseen environ-
ments. We obtain one acoustic representation from each environment. The generalization of AdaStreamLite is
related to the number of acoustic environment representations in the lookup table (i.e., the size of the lookup
table). To investigate the effect of table size, we evaluated the recognition performance of AdaStreamLite in four
unseen environments (i.e., hospital, roadside, server room and basketball court) by varying the size of the lookup
table from 1 to 11. Besides, we also investigated the impact of table size on inference latency. Here, the inference
latency refers to the time period required to collect and process a chunk of 16 frames. As shown in Fig 20, we can
see that the achieved WERs in all four test environments decrease with the increase of table size. When there is
only one environment representation in the lookup table, no matter what the new acoustic environment is, the
environment embedding used for self-adaptation remains constant, which leads to poor performance. The new
acoustic environment can be better represented when there are more environment representations in the lookup
table. The computational complexity of the attention-based look-up operation is very low, and the size of the
lookup table thus has a small impact on inference latency.

6.5.3 Window Size. When generating a new environment embedding, the query key generator needs to collect
an ambient sound clip with a duration of 𝑇 s, that is, AdaStreamLite updates the stored environment embedding
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(a) WER (%). (b) Inference Latency (ms).

Fig. 20. The impact of the lookup table size.

every𝑇 s. We investigated the impact of the window size on recognition performance. To conduct this experiment,
we asked a volunteer to read the same text in four different acoustic environments when setting the window
size to different values. For each window size setting, the experiment process was repeated 5 times. We report
the average recognition performance. Table 6 lists the WER results. We can see that the WER value decreases
with the increase of window size. The reason is that a larger window contains more context information of the
ambient noise.

Table 6. WER (%) vs. window size.

Window Size 𝑇 (s) hospital roadside server room basketball court

1 17.86 13.27 14.47 12.58
2 16.33 13.01 14.00 10.57
4 15.31 12.50 12.32 9.59
8 14.04 11.27 11.56 8.57
10 13.20 10.68 11.41 7.57

6.6 System Runtime Performance
Besides recognition accuracy measured by WER, users are also concerned with the time delay, memory cost and
energy consumption of AdaStreamLite. To investigate the runtime performance of AdaStreamLite, we deployed
AdaStreamLite on a Galaxy smartphone (S21 SM–G9910) equipped with a Qualcomm Snapdragon 888 CPU,
whose runtime memory and battery capacity are 8GB and 4, 000mAh, respectively. We asked a participant to
read textual materials for a duration of 10 minutes after activating the environment-adaptation function of
AdaStreamLite. Each experiment process was repeated 5 times and the averaged runtime performance is reported.
We measured the time delay as the time interval between the timestamp the word/character shows up in the
speech and the timestamp the screen displays the word/character. The time delay covers signal collection, signal
pre-processing, speech recognition, and result presentation.

6.6.1 Comparison with Popular Smartphone Applications. To intuitively present the computing resource cost of
AdaStreamLite, we selected four popular smartphone applications (TikTok, YouTube, Instagram, and Twitch) for
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comparison and asked the participant to use each application 10 minutes on the Galaxy smartphone. Table 7
shows their averaged memory footprint and accumulative energy consumption over 10 minutes. We could see
that the computational resource used by AdaStreamLite is quite low.

Table 7. Memory footprint and energy consumption.

TikTok YouTube Instagram Twitch AdaStreamLite

Memory Footprint (MB) 635 387 427 566 435
Energy Consumption (mAh) 137 104 134 91 113

6.6.2 Runtime Performance on Different Smartphones. Besides Samsung Galaxy S21, we also evaluated AdaS-
treamLite on Xiaomi 13 and iQOO Neo6 smartphones. During the experiment process, a participant was asked
to read the textual materials for ten minutes. Table 8 lists the results in term of time delay per word, averaged
memory consumption, maximum memory consumption, and accumulated energy consumption.

Table 8. Runtime performance on different smartphones.

Smartphone Galaxy S21 Xiaomi 13 iQOO Neo6
Processor (Qualcomm Snapdragon) 888 8GEN2 870

Runtime Memory (MB) 8192 12288 12288
Battery Capacity (mAh) 4000 4500 4700

Time Delay per Word 0.502 0.498 0.497
Averaged Memory Consumption (MB) 461.94 458.24 463.26
Maximum Memory Consumption (MB) 568.16 567.22 569.57

Energy Consumption (mAh) 90.56 89.32 92.84

7 LIMITATION AND FUTURE WORKS
More Lightweight Streaming E2E ASR Model: In this paper, we directly use the U2++ model as the streaming E2E
ASR component of AdaStreamLite. Though the U2++ model can be deployed on a smartphone and its runtime
performance is acceptable for smartphone users, the computational resource consumption of AdaStreamLite
can be further reduced by using a more lightweight streaming E2E ASR model. In the future, we plan to use the
state-of-the-art model compression technologies to optimize AdaStreamLite.

Supporting other Languages: The current version of AdaStreamLite supports speeches in English and Mandarin
Chinese. AdaStreamLite can be easily extended to support other languages and we plan to extend AdaStreamLite
for other languages.

Environment Switch Detection: AdaStreamLite continuously activates the table querying operation to generate
environment embedding for current acoustic environment. Though the query key generator and the self-adaptive
regulator are light-weight enough, it is possible to save more computational resource by automatically controlling
the switch between two operational modes.
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A USER EXPERIENCE STUDY
To study the user experience of AdaStreamLite, we asked six volunteers to score the AdaStreamLite and MultiCon-
dition systems on a scale of 1 to 5 (poor: 1, fair: 2, average: 3, good: 4, excellent: 5). More specially, we prepared
the audio files of one hundred sentences and used both AdaStreamLite and MultiCondition to recognize them.
These speech data are collected from 12 acoustic environments with different SNR levels (from −5dB to 30dB).
Each audio file was broadcast to the volunteers, and the recognition results of the two systems were shown to
the volunteers. We asked the volunteers to score the speech-text translation service provided by the two systems
on a per-sentence basis and calculated the averaged score over all sentences for each system. Table 9 lists the
evaluation results and we can see that AdaStreamLite achieves consistently higher scores than MultiCondition.

Table 9. User satisfaction scores.

user 1 user 2 user 3 user 4 user 5 user 6

AdaStreamLite 4.70 4.56 4.72 4.68 4.36 4.52
MultiCondition 3.92 3.86 3.90 3.84 3.89 3.88

Proc. ACM Interact. Mob. Wearable Ubiquitous Technol., Vol. 7, No. 4, Article 187. Publication date: December 2023.

https://doi.org/10.1109/ICASSP40776.2020.9053896
https://doi.org/10.1145/3478093
https://doi.org/10.1145/3478093
https://doi.org/10.21437/Interspeech.2022-563
https://doi.org/10.21437/Interspeech.2022-563
https://doi.org/10.1145/3178115
https://doi.org/10.1109/JPROC.2019.2918951

	AdaStreamLite: Environment-adaptive Streaming Speech Recognition on Mobile Devices
	Recommended Citation
	Authors

	Abstract
	1 Introduction
	2 Related Work
	2.1 Streaming Speech Recognition
	2.2 Noise Mitigation and Speech Enhancement
	2.3 SpeakerThe speaker here refers to human speaker. Representation Learning

	3 Background and Initial Investigation
	3.1 Streaming Speech Recognition versus Non-streaming Speech Recognition
	3.2 Non-stationary Ambient Noise

	4 AdaStreamLite Design
	4.1 Overview
	4.2 Speech Signal Processing
	4.3 Lightweight Neural Network Design
	4.4 Encoding Acoustic Environment
	4.5 Recognizing User Speech

	5 System Implementation
	5.1 Software and Hardware
	5.2 Graphical User Interface
	5.3 Data Preparation
	5.4 Model Training
	5.5 System Configures

	6 System Evaluation
	6.1 Textual Materials
	6.2 Evaluation Metric
	6.3 Overall Performance
	6.4 Robustness Analysis
	6.5 System Hyper-parameters
	6.6 System Runtime Performance

	7 Limitation and Future Works
	Acknowledgments
	References
	A User Experience Study

