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In this work we evaluate the performance of a 40-mm diameter bore 0.2 T desktop Halbach tomograph to
obtain 2D and 3D velocity maps for studying intra-aneurismal flow in the presence or absence of nitinol
meshed implants with the aim of optimizing the flow diverter efficacy. Phantoms with known spatial
velocity distribution were used to determine the performance of the MRI system. Maximum velocities of
about 200 mm/s could be measured with a precision of 1% at a spatial resolution of 0.5 x 0.5 x 1 mm?>, This
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CO}r’npact MRI accuracy is suitable to evaluate in vitro intra-aneurismal flow under different conditions such as variable
Aneurysm flow rates, different vessel-aneurysm geometry, as well as the influence of metallic flow diverters on the
Flow intra-aneurismal flow distribution. The information obtained non-invasively with desktop tomographs can

Metallic stent
Flow diverter

be used to complement in vivo studies in order to decide the optimum flow diverter.

© 2015 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Aneurysms are localized bulgy malformations in the walls of
blood vessels. Their growth and rupture strongly depend on the
blood flow distribution inside the cavity [1] and can have a
significant adverse impact on the life of the patient [2]. Minimally
invasive therapy targets at the intra-aneurismal blood clotting by
reducing or stopping intra-aneurismal blood flow as a means to
initiate vessel regeneration. In general, this is achieved by inserting
endovascular coils with the help of micro catheters. However, due to
positioning instabilities in wide neck aneurysm, thromboembolism,
and intra-procedural aneurysm perforation [3], a different approach
based on the use of stent-like "flow diverters” (FDs) has recently been
suggested [4]. This new generation of implants used to induce blood
exclusion or deceleration within the aneurysm is fabricated as a
tubular mesh structure with a defined porosity that is inserted into
the vessel to reduce the blood flow directed into the aneurysm and
generate long-term blood clotting to minimize risk of rupture.

The influence of FDs on the flow distribution inside the aneurysm,
and its further implications on intra-aneurismal clot formation is not
yet completely understood. The interplay of different physiological
parameters such as aneurysm geometry, location, size, hemodynamic
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variables (blood velocity, pressure, residence time), and flow-diverter
specifications such as porosity or cell size of the device, influence the
degree and the time of the aneurysm occlusion. Recent in vivo studies
have reported that the porosity of FDs can change with subsequent
alterations in their performance [5]. It has also been shown that
aneurysm rupture can occur in patients after treatment with an FD as a
consequence of flow-driven, uncontrolled clot formation resulting in
thrombus-associated autolysis [6], or mural destabilization of the
aneurysm wall due to thrombus evolution [7]. This suggests that for
each patient, FD parameters need to be varied until the flow diversion
that leads to optimal clot formation speed is achieved. Such a task is
very time-consuming and cannot be carried out in vivo, because it
would require an iterative procedure involving the insertion of an FD in
the patient vessel, a subsequent measurement of the effect of such FD
on the intra-aneurismal flow, and an evaluation of the results. Then,
the procedure would have to start again with a different FD. Instead,
the common practice is to perform 3D angiography of the aneurysm
zone of each patient. Once the information about the shape, size and
location of the aneurysm has been obtained by 3D angiography, the
influence of different FDs on the flow distribution can be determined
by using computational fluid dynamics (CFD) [8,9]. Another approach
is to produce a phantom of the aneurysm and to study the problem
limited to in vitro examinations with different experimental tech-
niques. Then, the results obtained by correlating the changes in the
intra-aneurismal flow distribution introduced by positioning FDs of
different characteristics inside the phantom could be used to select the
optimum device specifications suitable for each particular case.
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Model phantoms have been employed for describing flow in the
aortic arc [10], to evaluate flow in the presence of in-stent stenosis
[11,12], and to monitor the flow reduction induced by different stent
porosities in intra-aneurismal flow [1,13-15]. Techniques such as
particle image velocimetry (PIV) [1,16], laser Doppler anemometry
(LDA) [13,17], magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) [11] and ultra-
sound [18] can be used, depending on the characteristics of the
phantom, to map the flow distributions. The fact that MRI does not
require the use of tracking particles or contrast agents, that may alter
the flow patterns, and that it is suitable for optically non-transparent
media like blood, represents an advantage over the other optical
methods. Additionally, it is sensitive to parameters associated with
molecular mobility or density — information not always accessible
with other techniques. Concerning clinical applications, MRI is a
standard method which has attracted increasing interest for
neurovascular diagnostics, because it is completely non-invasive.
However, common practice of MRI involves the use of expensive
magnets generating strong homogeneous magnetic fields that are
not always available for time-consuming in vitro research.

In this work, we propose the use of a compact MRI tomograph
built from permanent magnets to measure the velocity distributions
inside vessel models for different geometries. We show that the
performance of the MR tomograph prototype operating at a field
strength of 0.2 T [19] is suitable to assess intra-aneurismal flow in
the presence nitinol meshed implants. As a proof of principle, we
compare the flow maps with and without an FD for different
aneurysm models made of glass and silicone.

2. Methods

The experiments reported in this work were performed with a
Halbach magnet built from identical permanent magnet blocks
generating a magnetic field of 0.2 T, which corresponds to a resonance
frequency of about 9 MHz for hydrogen nuclei [19]. Excitation and
detection of the NMR signal was performed with a six-turn solenoid
radiofrequency (rf) coil, 42 mm in diameter and 70 mm long. It was
made from a copper sheet with a variable width calculated to
maximize the homogeneity of the rf field. The magnet was equipped
with a three-axis gradient coil system whose dimensions are 68 mm in
diameter and 200 mm long. The efficiency of the transverse coils
generating the gradients along x- and y-axes is 0.025 Tm~' A~ . The
coil generating the field gradient along z (axis of the cylinder) has an
efficiency of 0.013 Tm~' A~". The coils can be switched on and off
within ramp times of about 50 ps. The maximum achievable gradient
strength is 0.5 Tm ™' along the x- and y-axes and 0.26 Tm™~ ! along the
z-axis. They were driven by two double channel Techron LVC 5050
gradient amplifiers supplying a maximum output of 20 A per channel.
A Magritek Kea2 spectrometer operating at a frequency of 9 MHz for
1 H was used for all experiments.

Among the different methods to encode velocity in NMR, the one
most widely used is the application of a bipolar gradient pulse that
inscribes a phase difference on the signal which is proportional to
the velocity of the spin-bearing molecules. For a pair of gradient
pulses of intensity Gy, duration 8, and separation time A, the phase
shift induced for a spin travelling at velocity v is AQ = Y6AGye v
[20,21]. The term vy is the gyromagnetic ratio of hydrogen nuclei.
Velocity mapping by MRI relies on the application of velocity-
encoding gradients which are included in the imaging sequence and
have to be applied at any time prior to the frequency-encoding
gradient and data acquisition (Fig. 1). The Hahn-echo sequence was
used to image velocity distributions in order to reduce spurious
effects due to magnetic field inhomogeneity. The map of the velocity
along a given direction is obtained by calculating the phase
difference between a reference image measured without velocity
gradients and a second image measured with the bipolar gradient

pulse applied along the desired spatial direction. A subtraction of the
respective phases on a pixel-by-pixel basis allows the quantification
of velocities. A 3D velocity vector map can then be derived from the
3D velocity component maps.

For all the experiments reported in this work, a glycerin/water
mixture (mass ratio 43/57) with a viscosity of 3.6 cP at room
temperature, that is comparable to that of blood, was used. The
mixture was doped with CuSO,4 to reduce the relaxation time T; to
approximately 160 ms. The flow rate through the system was driven
by a Verder gear pump VG-1000 with a maximal flow rate of 80 ml/s
arranged in a closed loop. For the present study, flow rates ranging
from 0.1 ml/s to 2.0 ml/s were used, applicable to a range of
Reynolds numbers from 0 to 400. A reservoir of the glycerin/water
mixture was placed between the pump and the magnet to ensure a
steady flow in the system. A pre-polarization volume of about 10 ml
was placed inside the magnet before the rf coil region to ensure that
spins in the solution spend approximately 5 x T at the working field
strength before entering the sensitive volume. Velocity images were
acquired using a 3D spin-echo pulse sequence as shown in Fig. 1. A
slice of 50 mm thickness along the z direction was used in all
experiments. Along the read-direction 64 complex points were
acquired with a dwell time of 10 us. The k-space was sampled in
phase directions with gradients varying from — Gpax t0 Gax. The
typical nominal spatial resolution was in the range from 0.5 mm to
1 mm. The velocity-encoding gradients were applied before the
180°-refocusing pulse in the three spacial directions. All gradient
pulses were generated using a 200 ps-duration ramp. There were
100 steps in the ramp between the initial and the final amplitude
values, whereby a different gradient value was taken at every 2 ps.
The other MR settings were: 90° Gaussian pulse length of 60 s, 180°
hard pulse length of 35 us, echo time tz = 10 ms, A = 1.802 ms,
6 = 14 ms, and repetition time tg = 500 ms. The images were
stored and processed using Prospa V3 software in order to obtain the
velocity maps. The computed intensity values represent the velocity
in millimeters per second through each pixel.

A flow diverter with a diameter of 4.5 mm made from 48 braided
nitinol wires of 40 um diameter forming an angle of 75° was used
(Fig. 2a). It is a development prototype provided by Acandis. For this
investigation, the FD had open ends on both sides. Two aneurysm
phantoms made of borosilicate glass were used. One of the phantoms
represents a lateral aneurysm in a straight vessel (Fig. 2b) and the
other one a lateral aneurysm in a V-shaped vessel (Fig. 2c). In both
cases, the aneurysm is a sphere with a 10 mm inner diameter, and
the vessel is a glass tube of 4 mm internal diameter. Finally, a silicone
clone of areal ill-vessel consisting in a saccular aneurysm located in a
tortous vessel segment (Fig. 2d) was used.

A test-sample consisting of two concentric cylindrical glass tubes
aligned along the magnet axis (z-direction) with outer diameters of
13 mm and 4 mm and each having a wall thickness of 0.5 mm, was
used to evaluate the performance of the 0.2 T Halbach tomograph to
measure velocity. Both tubes were filled with the glycerin/water
mixture. To set flow conditions, the fluid was pumped either through
the inner tube or through the interstices between both tubes, thereby
imposing a laminar regime in each case. 2D-velocity maps along the
three axes were computed for a flow rate of 0.6 ml/s imposed
through the inner tube. In order to determine the error of the velocity
measurement, each velocity map was measured ten times.

The presence of metallic FD in the neighborhood of the sample
can distort the MRI measurements due to By distortions, rf shielding
or induction of eddy currents. This distortion has been observed at
typical clinical magnetic field strengths of 1.5 Tand 3 T[22,23]. Thus,
it is desirable to ensure that both the amplitude and the phase of the
MR signal measured at a lower field strength of 0.2 T are accurate
and independent of the presence of the metallic FD. Consequently,
the nitinol FD (Fig. 2a) was placed on the exterior of the inner tube in
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Fig. 1. 3D spin-echo pulse sequence with a bipolar gradient pulse to encode velocity. The experimental NMR parameters used for all the experiments were the following: 90° Gaussian rf
pulse with 60 s length, excitation slice of 50 mm thickness along the z axis, a rectangular 180° pulse with 35 s length, 10 ms echo time (tg), 6 = 1.4 ms, A = 1.802 msand a recycled

delay of 500 ms.

the test-sample. To evaluate effects of the FD presence on the MR
image, 3D images with and without the FD were acquired in non-
flowing condition. Subsequently, in a first experiment, the flow
sensitivity was tested by pumping the glycerin/water mixture in the
laminar regime through the inner tube, and, in a second independent
experiment, through the outer section. 3D maps of the z-velocity
were acquired for flow along the z-axis with and without the FD.
To determine the influence of the vessel geometry on the intra-
aneurismal flow, two glass phantoms were used in which each had a
different vessel shapes (straight and V-shaped, Fig. 2b-c) where the
velocity patterns under steady flow conditions are already known

Fig. 2. Samples: a) Flow diverter. b) and c) Glass model of lateral aneurysm placed on
a straight vessel and a V-shaped vessel, respectively. d) Aneurysm silicon clone.

were used [1]. These geometries were chosen, because under steady
flow conditions, the presence of vortices in the aneurysm strongly
depends on the geometry of the vessel [1]. The geometry effects
were evaluated by measuring 3D-velocity maps along the x- and z-
axes under a 1.5 ml/s flow rate for both glass phantoms. The FD was
inserted in the V-shaped vessel, and 3D intra-aneurismal velocity
maps along x- and z-axes were computed for a 2.3 ml/s flow rate,
with and without the FD. In order to assess the performance of the
low-field tomograph in a more realistic scenario, a silicone clone of
an ill-vessel mapped from a patient was used. Three-dimensional
velocity maps along the three axes were computed with and without
the FD.

3. Results
3.1. Flow measurements

The test-sample was used to evaluate the performance of the
experimental setup. A signal phase variation of less than 0.5% was
observed due to pump instabilities, which did not generate phase-
encoding artifacts. The velocity maps in the test-sample under flow
conditions through the inner tube showed the expected behavior
(Fig. 3 a,b,c). The three velocity components fluctuated around the
zero value in the outer tube as well as the x and y velocities in the
inner tube; a parabolic velocity distribution was observed along the
z-axis in the inner tube. The ten 1D profiles of the three velocity
components generated inside the inner tube along the read (Fig. 3d)
and phase directions (Fig. 3e) exhibited the same standard deviation
which is about 0.05 radians of a maximum dephase of 2m. The error
analysis was conducted on the velocity-encoded phases, which are
obtained from the subtraction of the phases of two experiments: the
first without and the second with applied velocity gradients. For a
field of flow (FoF) of 200 mm/s that corresponds to 2m radians, the
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Fig. 3. Performance of the 0.2 T desktop MRI to measure velocity: a), b) and c) Velocity map of the component along the x-, y-, and z-axes, respectively for the test sample under laminar flow
conditions through the inner tube and non-flowing conditions through the outer one for a flow rate of 0.6 ml/s. d) One dimensional x- (green), y- (blue) and z- (black) velocity distributions
(ten independent experiments) inside the inner tube along the x-axis and e) along the y-axis. f) One-dimensional z-velocity distribution in the inner tube for different flow rates.

obtained error is 1.5 mm/s. Moreover, maps of the z-velocity
component were measured for different flow rates inside the inner
tube. Fig. 3f shows the corresponding 1D profile along the read
direction. All of them present a parabolic velocity distribution and a
linear correlation with the flow rate applied.

3.2. Artifacts

For density testing, the images in the xy-plane without (Fig. 4a)
and with (Fig. 4b) FD do not show any appreciable distortion in the
density image which can be corroborated in the 1D profile shown in
Fig. 4c. The same analysis was performed for the xz-plane
(see Fig. 4d-e). The z-velocity maps for flow conditions through
the inner and the outer tube with the FD placed around the inner
tube are shown in Fig. 5a and b, respectively. For both situations, a
parabolic behavior is observed. A comparison between the results
obtained with and without the FD (Fig. 5¢ and d) demonstrate that
no distortions are observed due to the presence of the FD.

3.3. Intra-aneurismal flow measurements

Velocity maps along the x- and z-axes were measured at 1.5 ml/s
flow rate in the vessel glass phantoms (see Fig. 6). A maximum
velocity of approximately 180 mmy/s could be observed along the
long axis of both vessels. A negligible flow was observed inside the

aneurysm for the straight vessel, whereas velocities of up to 50 mm/s
were generated inside the aneurysm on the V-shaped vessel. If the
flow rate is increased to 2.3 ml/s, the intra-aneurismal flow
generated inside the aneurysm of the V-shaped vessel also increases.
No appreciable change in the aneurysm was observed with increasing
flow rate in the straight phantom geometry. The fact that for a curved
vessel the flow towards the aneurysm neck renders a higher inflow
upon different flow conditions (steady or pulsatile flow) than in a
straight vessel geometry, has been previously reported for in vitro
studies using PIV [1].

Fig. 7a) and b) shows the y- and z-velocity maps in the aneurysm
sack for the V-shaped vessel, respectively. By combining both
velocity maps, a velocity vector map is obtained (Fig. 7c), and a
rotational vortex in the flow pattern with a maximum velocity of
200 mm/s can be observed inside the aneurysm. As mentioned
before, FDs can redirect the flow in the vessel and can slow down the
intra-aneurismal flow. The FD was inserted into the main vessel of
the V-shaped phantom. In this case, the maximum velocity
measured inside the aneurysm was 20 mmy/s (Fig. 7d-f), while the
mainstream flow through the vessel was not altered. The rotational
vortex was greatly reduced (Fig. 7f).

A 3D structural image of the silicone phantom can be seen in blue
at the left side of Fig. 8. The MRI image was obtained by acquiring the
signal with a spin-echo sequence under steady flow conditions
without the presence of the FD. The projection of the velocity
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Fig. 4. Sensitivity of the MR images to the presence of the metallic FD: a) and b) xy-plane of a 3D image of the test sample without and with FD, respectively. The 3D images were
acquired with a spatial resolution of 0.5 x 0.5 x 1 mm? averaging 4 scans. ¢) Comparison of a 1D density profile along the y-axis with and without the FD. d) and e) xz-plane of a
3D image with and without the FD, respectively. f) 1D density profiles along the x-axis measured with and without the FD.

measurements on the zy- and yx- planes are shown in Fig. 8a) and b)
respectively. The measurements were carried out with and without
the FD for a flow rate of 1.5 ml/s. The velocity distribution in the
plane transverse to the main vessel input stream indicated in Fig. 8a

— vector map — shows a rotational vortex (circular region in vector
plot) with velocity amplitudes transverse of up to 80 mm/s. When
the FD is inserted in the phantom, the velocities are reduced to
values of approx. 20 mm/s. Noteworthy is that the z-velocity
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Fig. 5. Sensitivity of the flow measurements to the presence of the metallic FD: z-velocity map measured with the FD for the test-sample, where the fluid flows through a) the
inner tube and b) the outer tube. c) and d) 1D-Cross sections of the z-velocity maps with and without the FD and taken under flow conditions through the inner tube and the outer
tube, respectively. The Reynolds number was 100 and 40 for flow through the inner and outer tube, respectively.
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Fig. 6. Effect of the vessel geometry on the intra-aneurismal flow: y- and z-velocity maps in the a) straight vessel geometry and b) V-shaped vessel geometry. Using a flow rate of
1.5 ml/s, the Reynolds numbers were 250 in the vessel and 60 in the aneurysm. The spatial resolution was 0.9 x 0.6 x 0.8 mm°, and after averaging 16 scans, the total

experimental time for each map was 68 min.

component is reduced from 150 mm/s to 10-20 mm/s when the FD
is introduced inside the aneurysm; this can be seen in the xy-plane
(Fig. 8b z-velocity).

4. Discussion

The presented results demonstrate a satisfactory performance of
the desktop MRI tomograph working at 0.2 T with a sensitive
volume diameter of 40 mm to measure velocity. The accuracy of the
system was determined using a test-sample which generates a
known spatial velocity distribution. By using a spin echo pulse
sequence, three velocity components were measured, detecting

a) y-vel b)

V-shaped vessel
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V-shaped vessel
with FD

z-vel

-100 5‘ A..

100 e). )
0

0
<00 AR -100

velocity amplitudes of up to 200 mmy/s with an accuracy of 1% in an
experimental time of about 15 min. In contrast to working at higher
magnetic fields, one major advantage of using such a low magnetic
field is that the presence of a metallic FD neither influences the
amplitude nor the phase of the NMR signal.

The flow patterns measured for spherical aneurysms connected
to straight and V-shaped vessel (glass phantoms) agree with the
ones reported in the literature, where shear-driven flow, with very
low velocities inside the aneurysm, is reported for a straight vessel.
However, inertia-driven flow is present in a curved vessel geometry,
with the presence of a strong rotational vortex inside the aneurysm
[1]. For the V-shaped vessel, the flow patterns in the presence of the
FD were measured. Hereby a decrease of one order of magnitude in

C) Vector Map

200 200
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y 0
-100 0
200
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0

Fig. 7. FD effect on the intra-aneurismal flow in the V-shaped glass vessel aneurysm. a) Velocity maps in y- and b) z-axes measured without the FD for a flow rate of 2.3 ml/s.
¢) Velocity vector field in the yz-plane. d) Velocity map in y- and e) z-axes and f) velocity vector field measured with FD. For this flow condition the Reynolds number was 185.
Each map was acquired with a spatial resolution of 0.9 x 0.6 x 0.8 mm> and 16 scans, resulting in a total experimental time of 68 min.
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Fig. 8. Intra-aneurismal flow measurements in a silicone model of an aneurysm mapped from a patient. a) 3D MRI structure showing the zy-plane where the three components of
the velocity and the velocity vector map are plotted with and without the FD. b) The same as a) but shown on an xy-plane. The Reynolds number was 370. Each map was acquired
with a spatial resolution of 0.6 x 0.6 x 0.8 mm?> and 4 scans resulting in a total experimental time of 77 min.

the velocities inside the glass aneurysm was determined, while
the mainstream velocity was unaffected by the presence of the
metallic mesh.

The velocity map inside a model silicone aneurysm with a
geometry mapped from a live patient was characterized with and
without the presence of an FD. In the absence of the FD, the flow
pattern is quite complex. A 3D structural image was acquired as a
reference, and all velocity components were displayed in two
representative planes in the aneurismal sac. Measurements were
carried out with a constant flow rate of 1.5 ml/s, giving rise to a
mainstream velocity in the vessels of 140 mmy/s, as observed in the
x-velocity in Fig. 8a. Here it can be observed that the presence of
the FD does not change the magnitude of the incoming velocity of
the glycerin/water mixture in the main vessel. Inside the aneurismal
sac, a rotational vortex is observed mainly in the yz-plane with
velocities of up to 80 mmy/s, which is mostly in the z-component. The
principal inflow into the aneurysm can be identified in the higher
region of the image corresponding to the z-component of the yx-
plane (Fig. 8b). Upon the positioning of the FD, this inflow is clearly
suppressed, and the rotational vortex is greatly reduced, with
velocities reaching a maximum value of 20 mm/s.

It has to be taken into account that in order to show the
performance of the low-field system in this initial step, simplified
conditions such as constant flow and spin-echo acquisition were
implemented. In order to obtain an evaluation under more realistic
conditions, the use of pulsatile flow instead of steady flow needs to
be considered. Pulsatile flow can be implemented by synchronizing
the acquisition of the MRI signal with the pump pulse period. When
this strategy is combined with the spin-echo pulse sequence, the
repetition time tgx between acquisitions should match the pulse
period, which is typically of about 1s [1]. Assuming a regular

behavior of the flow in the aneurysm system (neither amplitude nor
frequency changes), each line of the k-space is sampled always at the
same phase of the cardiac cycle (diastolic flow, mid or peak systolic
flow), i.e., every 1 s. This approach would allow one to obtain flow
maps at well defined phases of the cardiac cycle, since the acquisition
of one k-space line lasts about 500 us, which is three orders of
magnitude shorter than the cardiac cycle (1s). However, the
procedure would still be time-consuming.

A significant reduction in the experimental time is achieved by
using fast imaging pulse sequences based on multi-echo acquisition.
Due to the short T*, of the actual system, the use of a multiple
gradient-echo scheme would not be optimal. Nevertheless, there are
commercially available systems in which this could be implemented.
We have previously shown the performance of the RARE or turbo
spin-echo sequence implemented in this sensor [19]. The combina-
tion of this last MR imaging scheme with suitable velocity encoding
[24] would help to reduce the acquisition time for velocity maps in
routine applications. The total acquisition time of the image would
be 150 ms with an echo time of about 5 ms and by considering a
spatial resolution that ranges from 0.5 to 1 mm, which leads
to ~ 30 steps (echoes) along the phase direction of the k-space for
a FoV from 15 mm to 30 mm. In this way, a substantial reduction in
experimental time would be obtained. Yet the flow map
would correspond to an average of about 1/6 (150/1000) of the
cardiac cycle.

Most of the in vitro experiments studying the effect of stents on
intra-aneurismal flow have used optical techniques such as LDA and
PIV which present higher spatial resolutions than MRI. In particular,
for PIV the range of velocity magnitudes measured in aneurysm
systems of similar size as the ones reported here coincides with the
one obtained in the present work [1,25-27]. However, these
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techniques require optically transparent fluid and the inclusion of
external particles used as tracers. The use of high-field MRI to
evaluate in-stent stenosis have reported velocity errors of about 0.1%
[11]. This error was determined using an analysis based on SNR of
one MR image which does not consider the reproducibility of the
experiment. By applying such an analysis to our measurements
where an SNR of about 100 was obtained (see Fig. 4d) and e)), we
would have an error of the velocity determination of 0.3%. The
difference of this value with the three times larger error calculated
by statistical error analysis, shown in Fig. 3, can be attributed to
instabilities of the flow setup.

Future implementation of pulsatile flow conditions and rapid
velocity imaging sequences will render this type of setup optimal to
establish the correlation between clot formation, via T; and/or T,
mapping, with the intra-aneurismal flow reduction induced by the
FD. In combination with clinical MRI systems, this scenario will be
very promising in order to decide the best FD parameters to be used
for a particular patient.

Finally, it is noteworthy that the use of a low-field system for flow
determination is not restricted to the particular medical application
described here, but also for process and quality control, or
velocimetry measurements in chemical engineering systems such
as micromixers or microreactors. Moreover, because of the versatil-
ity of a desktop MRI system, it can be adapted to different
experimental scenarios. For instance, the magnet can be easily set
in a vertical position and imaging of velocity distributions such as
those produced in Couette Cells for the mixing of fluids, or the
combination with rheology setups [28] can be readily applied.

5. Conclusions

Velocity-MRI can be successfully carried out in compact tomo-
graphs based on arrays of permanent magnets. Velocity magnitudes
of up to 200 mmy/s with a precision of 1% inside aneurysm phantoms
made from glass and silicone were measured. It was observed that
the presence of metallic implants did not introduce artifacts in the
amplitude nor in the phase of the NMR signal. Significant changes in
flow pattern distributions and velocity magnitudes were observed
after insertion of a flow diverter (FD).

The spatial resolution and precision of the velocity mapping
technique reported in this work prove to be suitable for character-
izing the influence of an FD on the intra-aneurismal flow distribution
for the proposed in-vitro approach. As the degree and the time of
occlusion depend on several physiological and FD parameters,
searching for the FD that leads to the optimum clot formation
speed for a given patient is very time-consuming and, thus,
impracticable in conventional clinical scanners. The promising
performance of the sensor presented here is an impetus for
designing and selecting tailor-made FDs in the future for individual
patients in order to avert aneurysm rupture.
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