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*Purpose of the paper

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the factors
responsible for Nigeria's inability to use the WTO Dispute
Settlement Mechanism to boost the export of key agricultural
commodities. The factors considered are classified into two
broad categories; internal(country-related) and external (WTO-
related) factors. The internal factors cut across the entire trade
architecture comprising the downstream, midstream, and
upstream levels.

*Design/methodology/
approach

A mixed-method approach was adopted for the study. A well-
structured questionnaire was designed and administered to 300
(100 each) Cocoa, Sesame and Shea Nuts producers
representing the downstream and the data collected were
analysed using Probit Regression with the aid of SPSS. Then,
data were collected from the midstream and upstream levels
using Focus Group Discussion and Semi-structured Interviews
respectively and analysed using content analysis.

*Findings

The study found that Nigeria's inability to use the WTO Dispute
Settlement Mechanism to boost agricultural exports is due to
internal factors such as a lack of comprehensive domestic
mechanisms, expertise, knowledge and awareness of WTO
rules and external factors such as the duration, cost and
complexity of prosecuting cases and skewed WTQO provisions.

Research limitations/
Implications

(if applicable)

The study only focuses on Nigeria's Cocoa, Sesame, and Shea
Nuts producers, which limits the generalizability of the findings
to other African countries and crops. Additionally, the study
uses agency theory, which oversimplifies the relationship
between agents and principals and assumes self-interest as the
primary motivator of agents. Future studies can explore other
African countries and agricultural commodities while
considering institutional theory.
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Practical implications (if
applicable)

The practical implication of this study is that Nigeria needs to
address the internal factors by fortifying her domestic
mechanisms and increasing expertise, knowledge, and
awareness of WTO DSU provisions. Also, the WTO needs to
address issues such as the duration, complexity, and cost of
prosecuting cases and skewed WTQO provisions.

*Qriginality/value of
paper

This study offers a framework for understanding why Nigeria
struggles to participate in the WTO dispute settlement system
and suggests ways to improve it. The findings are valuable for
policymakers and stakeholders to address the challenges and
enhance Nigeria's participation, which is essential for shaping
future trade agreements and negotiations.
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