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ABSTRACT: Understanding and characterizing the transport and
thermodynamic properties of electrolytes are critical for optimizing
battery performance. In this study, we employ operando Raman gradient
analysis (ORGA) to characterize the concentration-dependent diffusion
coefficient, transference number, ionic conductivity, and thermodynamic
factor of potassium bis(fluorosulfonyl)imide (KFSI) in triethyl phosphate
(TEP), an ideal model system and one of the most promising K-ion battery
electrolytes. ORGA demonstrates results consistent with conventional
state-of-the-art methods while proving to be significantly more electrolyte-
and time-efficient. Additionally, we probe, for the first time, the
concentration-dependent transport and thermodynamic properties of
KFSI-TEP, providing key parameters for K-ion battery modeling.

1. INTRODUCTION
The global battery demand is projected to rise significantly in
the near future, driven primarily by electrification of trans-
portation.1 Uncertain supply chains and increasing procure-
ment costs of critical elements essential to lithium-ion battery
(LIB) production, including lithium, nickel, cobalt, and
copper,2,3 are fueling the development of a new generation
of battery chemistries utilizing elements with greater supply
security, such as sodium and potassium.4−6 Potassium-ion
batteries (KIBs) are particularly promising owing to their
competitive cost and the ability to utilize graphite anodes and
critical-mineral-free cathodes.4 Despite their potential, KIBs
are still in the early stages of development, requiring electrolyte
optimization, among other factors, for successful commercial-
ization. Previous research has made significant progress in
addressing electrolyte compatibility with electrode materials
and aluminum current collectors,5,7 but electrolyte transport
properties are rarely reported or considered.
Electrolyte ionic transport processes are typically much

slower than electron transfer, thereby constraining battery
performance like charge−discharge rate capability8−11 and low-
temperature operation.10,11 Additionally, ionic transport
influences battery degradation due to the formation of
concentration gradients, which promote interfacial side
reactions and negatively affect cycle life.8,12 Furthermore,
nonuniform concentration may accelerate the formation and
growth of dendrites,13 causing short circuits and their

associated safety concerns.14,15 Therefore, understanding and
characterizing electrolyte ionic transport is critical to optimize
battery performance and probe battery degradation.12,15,16

A suite of electrolyte transport and thermodynamic
properties has been defined to elucidate ionic transport,
encompassing the diffusion coefficient, D, cation transference
number, t+0, ionic conductivity, κ, thermodynamic factor, χM,
and partial molar volumes of salt and solvent, Vs and V0,
respectively.17 A diverse array of experimental methods are
utilized to measure these properties including electroanalytical
techniques,8,9,18−31 thermodynamic methodologies,20,32,33 and
computational simulations.34 However, these conventional
methods suffer from various drawbacks. First, Mistry and
Srinivasan have commented that self-diffusion measurement
methods like pulse field gradient nuclear magnetic resonance
(pfg-NMR) are not directly related to ionic transport in
polarized electrolytes and should not be used to calculate
diffusion coefficients.35 In addition, methods such as the
Bruce−Vincent approach rely on unachievable theoretical

Received: March 5, 2024
Accepted: March 8, 2024

Letter

http://pubs.acs.org/journal/aelccp

© XXXX The Authors. Published by
American Chemical Society

1537
https://doi.org/10.1021/acsenergylett.4c00661

ACS Energy Lett. 2024, 9, 1537−1544

This article is licensed under CC-BY 4.0

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

vi
a 

90
.1

99
.1

48
.6

3 
on

 A
pr

il 
2,

 2
02

4 
at

 0
8:

35
:3

1 
(U

T
C

).
Se

e 
ht

tp
s:

//p
ub

s.
ac

s.
or

g/
sh

ar
in

gg
ui

de
lin

es
 f

or
 o

pt
io

ns
 o

n 
ho

w
 to

 le
gi

tim
at

el
y 

sh
ar

e 
pu

bl
is

he
d 

ar
tic

le
s.

https://pubs.acs.org/action/doSearch?field1=Contrib&text1="Junyi+Zhao"&field2=AllField&text2=&publication=&accessType=allContent&Earliest=&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/action/doSearch?field1=Contrib&text1="Ben+Jagger"&field2=AllField&text2=&publication=&accessType=allContent&Earliest=&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/action/doSearch?field1=Contrib&text1="Lorenz+F.+Olbrich"&field2=AllField&text2=&publication=&accessType=allContent&Earliest=&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/action/doSearch?field1=Contrib&text1="Johannes+Ihli"&field2=AllField&text2=&publication=&accessType=allContent&Earliest=&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/action/doSearch?field1=Contrib&text1="Shobhan+Dhir"&field2=AllField&text2=&publication=&accessType=allContent&Earliest=&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/action/doSearch?field1=Contrib&text1="Maxim+Zyskin"&field2=AllField&text2=&publication=&accessType=allContent&Earliest=&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/action/doSearch?field1=Contrib&text1="Xinyao+Ma"&field2=AllField&text2=&publication=&accessType=allContent&Earliest=&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/action/doSearch?field1=Contrib&text1="Mauro+Pasta"&field2=AllField&text2=&publication=&accessType=allContent&Earliest=&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/action/doSearch?field1=Contrib&text1="Mauro+Pasta"&field2=AllField&text2=&publication=&accessType=allContent&Earliest=&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/action/showCitFormats?doi=10.1021/acsenergylett.4c00661&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsenergylett.4c00661?ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsenergylett.4c00661?goto=articleMetrics&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsenergylett.4c00661?goto=recommendations&?ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsenergylett.4c00661?goto=supporting-info&ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsenergylett.4c00661?fig=tgr1&ref=pdf
http://pubs.acs.org/journal/aelccp?ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org?ref=pdf
https://pubs.acs.org?ref=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1021/acsenergylett.4c00661?urlappend=%3Fref%3DPDF&jav=VoR&rel=cite-as
https://http://pubs.acs.org/journal/aelccp?ref=pdf
https://http://pubs.acs.org/journal/aelccp?ref=pdf
https://acsopenscience.org/researchers/open-access/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


assumptions, such as electrolyte ideality.26,27 Moreover, most
of these techniques can only be used to measure a single
electrolyte property per measurement series, so achieving a
comprehensive characterization of key properties for electro-
lytes often entails a significant number of experimental
apparatuses, onerous procedures, and practical challenges.
There are also several techniques with the capability to

directly visualize concentration distributions in the electrolyte,
utilizing NMR,16,36−42 X-ray,11,15,43−46 Raman,47−50 UV,12

visible light,13,51 and neutron spectroscopy,52 for example.
When combined with simultaneous measurements of the
electrode potential over time, these techniques could enable
the complete set of transport and thermodynamic properties to
be obtained through the ionic flux laws and the modified
Ohm’s law from concentrated solution theory (CST), all
within a single measurement series and experimental setup.
Our group has demonstrated the feasibility of this approach
previously using operando Raman microspectroscopy com-
bined with electrochemical impedance spectroscopy EIS,48

which we have further developed into “operando Raman
gradient analysis (ORGA)”.
Here, we elaborate on ORGA, offering additional insights

into experimental and data processing optimization and theory
to enhance its capabilities. These advances are demonstrated
by determining, for the first time, the transport and
thermodynamic properties (κ, D, t+0 and χM) of potassium
bis(fluorosulfonyl)imide (KFSI) in triethyl phosphate (TEP).
KFSI-TEP was selected as it is a promising electrolyte in the K-
ion research community,53−55 but a comprehensive study of
ionic transport in this system has not been reported. The
characterization of KFSI-TEP requires the implementation of
potassium metal electrodes, the high reactivity of which makes
electrolyte characterization challenging,56 demonstrating the
versatility of ORGA. We further independently measure the
transport properties using four conventional state-of-the-art
methods, including restricted diffusion, the densitometric
Hittorf method, concentration cells, and EIS, demonstrating
that ORGA exhibits results consistent with those obtained

through conventional methods, while providing a more time-
and electrolyte-efficient avenue to measure these properties.
We subsequently utilize ORGA to investigate the concen-

tration dependence of κ, D, t+0, and χM of KFSI-TEP over a
concentration range of 1−3 m, enabling deeper insight into the
transport behavior and providing critical parameters for battery
modeling. Overall, ORGA facilitates a more rapid and cost-
effective electrolyte characterization with the potential to
accelerate “beyond lithium-ion battery” research.

2. OPERANDO RAMAN GRADIENT ANALYSIS
TECHNIQUE (ORGA)

A schematic representation of the ORGA is shown in Figure 1.
We perform chronopotentiometry (CP), EIS, and open-circuit
voltage (OCV) measurements during galvanostatic polar-
ization to establish a concentration gradient. CP captures the
cell potential, encompassing the Ohmic drop, ηOhmic,
concentration overpotential, ηconc, and complex changes
occurring on the electrode surface, ηsurface. EIS aids in
determining ηOhmic and ηsurface, allowing ηconc to be calculated.
Short periods of the OCV also provide direct access to ηconc.
During the polarization, Raman line scans are performed at

selected intervals, from the anodic to the cathodic electrode
(Figure S1). Each Raman spectrum is converted into a salt
concentration through a calibration curve, determined by
collecting Raman spectra at various concentrations with a
confocal Raman microspectrometer (Renishaw inVia Reflex,
Figure S2). These spectra are plotted in Figure 2a along with
the Raman-active vibrational modes for FSI− and TEP. The
−CH3 rocking vibration of TEP is chosen as an internal
reference for spectrum normalization (due to its high intensity
and clear separation from FSI− peaks) to eliminate laser pulse
fluctuations and other potential influences on signals (Figure
S3a). Figure 2a illustrates the trend of normalized signals in the
range 600−1800 cm−1 with respect to electrolyte concen-
tration. It is evident that the peak intensity in the 680−780
cm−1 range significantly increases with increasing electrolyte

Figure 1. Schematic of operando Raman gradient analysis (ORGA) to measure electrolyte properties. The ORGA cell, a custom-built
electrochemical cell, consists of two stainless steel pistons and an optical quartz tube. O-rings and external sealant are used to prevent
electrolyte leakage and isolate the system from the surrounding atmosphere. An internal electrolyte concentration gradient is established in
the symmetrical system during electrode polarization, and 1D Raman line scans are used to measure the development of a concentration
gradient across the cell. The polarization process is monitored using chronopotentiometry (CP), electrochemical impedance spectroscopy
(EIS), and open-circuit voltage (OCV) to separate the overpotential contributions. The concentration and potential functions are then
incorporated into the CST model to determine key transport and thermodynamic properties. Further details, including a parametric
description are provided in Note S2.
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concentration. Despite the overlap of the P−O−(C) stretching
vibration in TEP and the S−N−S bending vibration in FSI−

within this band,48,57 spectral analysis reveals that the S−N−S
stretching vibration signal, generated by the introduction of
FSI−, dominates the variation in this band. As a result, the
difference in the P−O−(C) vibration minimally influences the
maximum intensity of the peak. Double pseudo-Voigt fitting
was performed on the 680−780 cm−1 band to obtain +I I

I
SNS POC

CH3

(Figure S3b), enabling the calibration curve to be established
(Figure 2b). This calibration curve exhibits a linear correlation
(R2 > 0.999). Calibration using the S�O vibration was also
explored (Figure S4), but the results displayed greater noise
than in Figure 2b because fluorescence from quartz at this
wavenumber affects the background correction.
Figure 2c tracks the temporal and spatial changes in

concentration within the ORGA cell during galvanostatic
polarization (i = 100 μA cm−2, T = 20 ± 0.3 °C) for a 2 m
KFSI-TEP electrolyte, demonstrating the formation of a

concentration gradient and its progression into the cell over
time. We additionally conducted a laser power−electrolyte
degradation test and signal-to-noise ratio analysis for different
laser powers (Figure S6), revealing that lower laser power
resulted in a highly dispersed concentration signal (Figure S7).
In this experiment, we therefore selected the maximum laser
power (300 mW), as this gave the highest signal-to-noise ratio,
with no evidence of electrolyte degradation.
Note S2 provides a detailed derivation of the symmetric cell

polarization model based on the CST. Figure 2d displays the
gradient after fitting the raw concentration data using this
model. To improve fitting and subsequent data processing,
signals close to the cathodic side of the cell were excluded
because of evidence that nonuniform deposition affected the
Raman signal, reducing the reliability of data gathered close to
the cathodic electrode (Figure S8). This effectively helped
reduce fitting errors (Table S1). The fit of the concentration
functional form with this model closely aligns with the data,
with the fitting quality parameter (χ2) primarily falling within

Figure 2. (a) Normalized Raman spectra of KFSI-TEP electrolyte from 600 to 1800 cm−1 with varying concentration. Molecular structure
diagrams of the anion (FSI−) and solvent (TEP) are shown in the inset. Raman band-molecular vibration mode assignments in KFSI-TEP
are as follows: the 680−780 cm−1 band, increasing in intensity with concentration, originates mainly from the FSI− S−N−S stretching
vibration (1),48 and also includes the TEP P−O−(C) stretching vibration (2); the band at ∼1100 cm−1 represents the −CH3 rocking
vibration in TEP (3);55 the band from 1200 to 1230 cm−1 represents the S�O vibration from FSI− (4);54,55,58 the bands from 1250−1320
cm−1 may involve the P�O vibration from TEP (5) and the CH2 twisting vibration (6).

54 (b) Calibration curve converting the normalized
680−780 cm−1 band intensity to salt concentration, used to determine the concentration gradient via operando Raman microspectroscopy.
Error bars represent the standard deviation calculated from three repeat measurements. (c) The measured concentration gradient evolution
of 2 m (1.752 M) KFSI-TEP during polarization for 18 h at 20 °C, with i = 100 μA cm−2 (Figure S5 presents the gradients in salt:solvent
ratio). (d) The corresponding concentration gradient profile fit, based on a symmetric cell polarization model detailed in Note S2. The color
denotes polarization time.
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0−0.005 (Table S1). This initial part of the study presents a
successful case of concentration gradient visualization and an
improved fitting strategy.

3. COMPARISON WITH CONVENTIONAL METHODS
Our group’s prior research introduced the computation of key
transport and thermodynamic properties using concentration
gradients and electrochemical data.48 This process was refined,
streamlining the computational procedures, as depicted in
Figure 3a. The transport and thermodynamic properties of 2 m
KFSI-TEP determined by using ORGA are shown in Figure
3b. Figure S10 presents data from three parallel experiments

demonstrating excellent repeatability. Additionally, conven-
tional state-of-the-art methods (the restricted diffusion
method, densitometric Hittorf method, concentration cell,
and high-frequency impedance method) were independently
employed to measure these properties, as illustrated in Figure
3a. Figure 3b and Table 1 demonstrate the excellent
consistency between the results gathered using ORGA and
those measured by the leading conventional methods. ORGA
gives properties with approximately the same level of
uncertainty as the traditional methods, and all values are in
agreement between the two approaches. Moreover, higher
concentration electrolytes (e.g., 2 m) often exhibit more

Figure 3. (a) Workflows illustrating the calculation steps needed to determine electrolyte transport properties via ORGA and selected
conventional methods. Rct stands for charge-transfer resistance and contributes to the surface overpotential. R0 represents bulk resistance
and is responsible for the Ohmic drop. The concentration overpotential can be either calculated by cell potential (CP data) minus I(Rct +
R0) or measured directly by OCV. The Φ shown in the bluish-gray section is the ideal cell potential in the equation, which means no surface

overpotential is considered. The necessary partial molar volumes and solvent velocity factor ( )1 c
c

d ln
d ln

0

s
for computations were

predominantly acquired through densitometry (Figure S9). Provided in Note S2 are further details including derivations. (b) Comparison of
transport and thermodynamic properties obtained by ORGA and conventional methods.

Table 1. Comparion of Transport and Thermodynamic Properties of 2 m KFSI in TEP at 20°C Determined by ORGA and
Conventional Methods

method D (10−11 m2 s−1) t+0 χM κ (mS cm−1)

ORGA 3.6 ± 0.5 0.35 ± 0.08 6.5 ± 1.2 3.05 ± 0.04
conventional 3.6 ± 0.4 0.27 ± 0.04 6.0 ± 1.0 2.96 ± 0.15
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pronounced nonideal behavior,14 and the conventional
techniques are currently the most accurate methods of
transport property determination,24,56 enhancing the broader
significance of the consistency observed in this study.
In addition to providing the same information as conven-

tional methods, ORGA has several advantages. The ORGA cell
has a simple design and can simultaneously give all relevant
transport and thermodynamic properties in a single exper-
imental setup, whereas different cell designs and procedures
are required to measure each property using conventional
methods. Once a density curve and calibration line have been
produced, ORGA can be used to fully characterize a single
electrolyte concentration in a short amount of time. In
contrast, a single restricted diffusion measurement can take
upward of 3 days. ORGA also requires significantly less
electrolyte than conventional methods. Figure S11 presents a
comparison between the electrolyte volumes and measurement
times required by both ORGA and the conventional methods,
demonstrating that ORGA is significantly less resource- and
time-intensive. Based on quantitative analysis in our case
(Figure S11), for a full characterization experiment (single
repeat), ORGA saves approximately 98% of the electrolyte and
reduces electrochemical measurement time by 82% in total,
although it should be noted that electrolyte and time savings
will depend on the user and the system under investigation.
Additionally, through analysis of the Raman spectra, ORGA
offers direct insight into the bulk electrolyte solvation behavior.
ORGA is therefore well suited for rapid and accurate
electrolyte characterization.

4. CONCENTRATION DEPENDENCE OF PROPERTIES
We therefore further employed ORGA to investigate the
concentration dependence of the transport and thermody-

namic properties of KFSI-TEP within the concentration range
of 1−3 m. This concentration range was selected based on the
proven performance of 2 and 2.5 M KFSI-TEP in full-cell K-
ion batteries.53,54 Figure 4a−d shows the concentration
dependence of the properties. First, the diffusion coefficient
gradually decreases with increasing concentration (Figure 4a),
aligning with the typical trend of concentration-dependent
diffusion coefficients. This is attributed to the enhanced ion−
ion and ion−solvent interactions (friction between ions and
solvent) at higher concentrations, hindering the diffusion
behavior. The declining trend in ionic conductivity (Figure 4d)
is also attributed to the continuous strengthening of those
interactions beyond 1 m, limiting the migration capability of
the ions. Even with a higher concentration of ions in the
system, there is no improvement in migration velocity. The
observed increase in viscosity from 2 to 3 m, as depicted in
Figure S12, supports these trends.
The cation transference number exhibits an initial decrease

from 1 to 2 m and then remains constant within experimental
uncertainty from 2 to 3 m (Figure 4b). This trend is consistent
with previous reports from both Li- and K-ion electro-
lytes20,32,56 and suggests that the ion−ion and ion−solvent
interactions that occur at higher concentration bind K+ more
strongly than the FSI−.
To further understand these concentration dependencies we

examined the Raman FSI− S�O vibrational signal to
investigate anion solvation from 1 to 3 m (Figure S13).
Consistent with the literature, we identify three peaks, which
we separated with a triple pseudo-Voigt fitting, corresponding
to free FSI− at 1209 cm−1, and to FSI− in contact-ion pairs
(CIPs) and aggregates (AGGs) at 1215 and 1220 cm−1,
respectively.58 These solvation structures are depicted
schematically in Figure 4f. The results (Figure 4e) show that

Figure 4. Concentration-dependent transport and thermodynamic properties KFSI in TEP measured using ORGA. Properties were
determined at 1 m (0.963 M), 2 m (1.752 M) and 3 m (2.412 M) at 20 °C (unit conversion in Table S5). (a) Diffusion coefficient. (b) Cation
transference number. (c) Thermodynamic factor. (d) Ionic conductivity. (e) Breakdown of FSI− solvation structures as a function of
concentration, derived from the S�O vibration using Raman spectroscopy. (f) Schematic representation of three FSI− solvation structures.
The AGGs structure represents two or more FSI− in the inner solvation sheath of a single K+.
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the majority of FSI− exists in the form of CIPs at all
concentrations considered. The amount of free FSI− decreases
with increasing concentration (4.03, 1.33, and 0.00% for 1, 2,
and 3 m respectively). At the same time, the proportion of
AGGs increases with concentration (36.37, 38.55, and 41.58%
for 1, 2, and 3 m, respectively), consistent with the higher
viscosity observed at 3 m and the decreasing D and κ with
increasing concentration. We categorize ion migration into two
main mechanisms: vehicular (the solvated shell) motion and
ion hopping mechanism (ligand exchange). Based on the
observed trends in solvation structures, we infer the following:
in the 1−2 m range, the increase in negatively charged AGGs
counteracts the K+ vehicular motion, leading to a decrease in
the cation transference number. Subsequently, in the 2−3 m
range (more viscous), the bulky AGG structures become
relatively immobile, and we speculate that the hopping
mechanism of K+ dominates, disrupting the decreasing trend
of cation transference number, reaching a plateau. This aligns
with discussions by Yu et al. regarding the impact of aggregates
on ion migration.59

For the thermodynamic factor, we observe a rapid increase
with increasing concentration (Figure 4c). Typically, the
thermodynamic factor at low concentration is influenced by
the dominance of long-range ion−ion association (the extent is
dependent on the dielectric constant of the solvent), leading to
a reduction in the thermodynamic factor. Subsequently, the
increase in salt concentration results in the solvent becoming
increasingly bound (where solvation effects predominate), with
insufficient free solvent available to bind and stabilize the
potassium ions, causing the thermodynamic factor to rise
rapidly. The obtained thermodynamic factor is already greater
than 1 at 1 m, indicating that at this point, the majority of TEP
has already been bound. Liu et al. calculated that
approximately 70% of the TEP is solvated in the range 1.5−
2 M. Additionally, the solvation ratio (solvated TEP:K+)
decreases from 2.1:1 at 1.5 M to 1.1:1 at 2.5 M,54 indicating a
lack of sufficient free TEP to solvate potassium ions; hence,
FSI− is able to enter into the inner solvation sheath of the K+,
consistent with the prevalence of CIPs and AGGs evident in
Figure 4e.
This section of the study delineates the trends within the 1−

3 m concentration range, providing deeper insights into the
transport behavior of KFSI-TEP. It also provides critical
properties for battery modeling.60 The results indicate that,
within this concentration range, lower concentrations exhibit
better transport performance (higher D, κ and t+0) with
comparatively lower concentration overpotential (smaller χM).
While the current literature affirms sufficient interface stability
of 2 and 2.5 M KFSI-TEP,53,54 transport properties are vital for
any battery chemistry and represent a particularly critical
competitive advantage for K-ion batteries.4 Therefore, we
emphasize the necessity of correlating the transport properties
and properties of electrode−electrolyte interphases and
interfaces in the design of novel K-ion electrolytes.
Additionally, it is of interest to compare the transport

properties of KFSI-TEP to those of KFSI in 1,2-dimethoxy-
ethane (DME). KFSI-DME is another promising K-ion
electrolyte and the only other nonaqueous K-ion electrolyte
that has been fully characterized to date.56 At a temperature of
20 °C, 2 m KFSI-DME exhibits a higher diffusion coefficient
and ionic conductivity (D ≈ 5.5 × 10−10 m2 s−1, κ ≈ 16 mS
cm−1), surpassing those of 2 m KFSI-TEP by an order of
magnitude. These differences are likely caused by the

significantly higher viscosity of TEP compared to DME. The
thermodynamic factor of 2 m KFSI-DME (∼1.9) is lower than
that of 2 m KFSI-TEP, as might be expected from the higher
dielectric constant, εr, of TEP (εr = 13.0 and 7.2 for TEP and
DME, respectively61), resulting in TEP having greater solvating
power62 and shielding the ion−ion interactions that reduce χM
at low concentration. The cation transference number (t+0 ≈
0.35 for 2 m KFSI-DME) shows no significant difference
between the two electrolyte systems. Overall, this highlights
that the choice of solvent can have a large impact on electrolyte
transport and thermodynamic properties, which will have a
significant impact on subsequent cell performance, as recently
demonstrated by Dhir et al. through full-cell KIB modeling.60

The implementation of accurate electrolyte characterization
techniques like ORGA will therefore be invaluable during the
development of future electrolytes to aid in the commercializa-
tion of K-ion batteries.

5. CONCLUSION
In summary, this study optimized and validated operando
Raman gradient analysis (ORGA) as a promising compre-
hensive characterization technique. Through optimized laser
settings, potassium metal pretreatment, theoretical model
refinement, and fitting strategy enhancement, the research
ultimately presents a successful case of concentration gradient
visualization and improved fitting for the K|KFSI-TEP|K
electrochemical system. Furthermore, the simultaneous use
of traditional methods and the ORGA method characterizes
the transport and thermodynamic properties of one of the
most promising potassium-ion battery electrolytes, KFSI-TEP,
for the first time. The results affirm the excellent reproduci-
bility of the visualization method and its consistency with those
of leading conventional methods. The comparative analysis
highlights the operational simplicity, reduced consumption,
and shorter overall experimental time of ORGA. Practically, it
stands out as a fast and efficient comprehensive electrolyte
characterization technique. Lastly, the measured concentration
dependence of the properties provides deeper insights into the
transport behavior of this leading K-ion electrolyte and
furnishes critical properties for battery modeling, thereby
assisting in the design of future promising high-performance
potassium-ion batteries.
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