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New law endangers Peruvian Forests
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Peru is one of the most biodiverse countries in the world (1), ranking first in the number of
species for various taxa (2), many of which are endemic and threatened with extinction. The
Peruvian Amazon Biome harbors most of this diversity and provides multiple globally important
ecosystem services and benefits to people (3,4,5), many of which have economic and cultural
value for indigenous communities (6). However, recent amendments to Peru's law of forestry and
wildlife, Law N° 29763, significantly increase the risk of Peruvian forest ecosystems.

On January 11, 2024, the Peruvian Congress enacted Law N° 31973, amending Law N° 29763
(7), making the Ministry of Agriculture Development and Irrigation (MIDAGRI) the regulatory
body for land use in forested areas instead of the Ministry of Environment (MINAM). These
amendments also eliminated the requirement for forestry zoning before obtaining a permit to
exploit the forest. Private agricultural companies already owning forest areas can freely convert
them to farming, thus facilitating rapid land-use change.

Between 2015 and 2017, Peru lost over 4,770 km2 of forest (8), with 83% transformed for
agriculture and livestock (9). Private business groups (e.g. CONFIEP) lobbied to facilitate land-
use change in the Amazon rainforest to establish large-scale intensive agriculture (10). However,
such land conversions lead to biodiversity loss, alteration of soil properties and the reduction of
above-ground carbon pools (11). Not only substantial amounts of carbon will be released into the
environment but the hydrological cycle and other natural processes will be impacted as well (12,
13). Finally, indigenous communities may be affected by an increase in criminal activities (e.g.
14). Therefore, we urge the Peruvian Congress to ensure that its legislation serves to preserve
and promote the sustainability of the Peruvian forests, as well as protect the country's natural
ecosystems and biodiversity.
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