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Festival and Urban Spaces: A Systematic Literature Review

Abstract

for tourism or event industry but is also critical for 

disciplinary areas, the subsequent corpus of research on 

paper examined festivals studies from tourism to urban 

analysis were carried out to analyse the state of existing 

The purpose is to develop an SLR that intends to establish 
the knowhow on festival spaces and try to explore the 

topic which is least investigated and would need more 

: festival, systematic literature review, urban space, urban 
design, kinetic city

1. 

Festivals have varied scopes, including arts, cultural, social, economic 

tend to use public space differently than a regular normal condition 

govern the use of spaces in the city and make it dynamic by using 
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and governing it while all other systems of the city remain static or 

a city’s reputation, provide a unique identity for the area, and attract 

suggests to us the different functions that events or festivals play at 

a stage for the city so that it can be recognised by other festivals 

festival’s third function is to draw visitors and is frequently strongly 

Festival studies have been focused more on economic impacts till date 

exists a well-established sphere of literature on festivals across varied 
domains including social, economic, political, cultural, management 

festival research and to emphasise various research possibilities, with 
a particular emphasis on the urban space and its transformation due 

The major explored and unexplored areas in festival research are 

literature that would create a knowledge basis on festival’s urban 

sociology, urban geography, and anthropology, while minimal 
literature can be found in areas of urban design and urban planning 
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and this paper would thus concentrate more towards the spatial and 
social parameters emerging from the festival and identifying the gap 

Going through the literature review of various research papers on 
festival studies, there are a few authors who started writing and 

umbrella of festival research are economic and social impacts of 
events, topics relating to management studies, and also impact on 

research material focused on sporting events rather than cultural 

2. 

To examine the literature on festival urban spaces, SLR is judiciously 
chosen as a research technique due to the purpose of the research 
questions, which is to understand the advancements and analyse the 

aspects in festivals, image of the city, the transformation of space 

The review started by creating a master table in Microsoft Excel 

year, author country, aim, keywords, study area, citations and the 

by reading their abstracts and eliminating papers which did not 
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Step 1: Inclusion/exclusion criteria

keywords were detected, and the principle of inclusion was used in 

the gaps in the existing literature and to create a research agenda for 
future study, the objective of this review was to assess the research 

examining the broad range of areas and the list of research papers 

research, as festival research covered varied disciplines and is inter-

Mega events were scoped out of the research as they did not follow 

The research was started with basic keywords like festival spaces and 

like Spatial transformation and ephemeral urbanism which helped in 

major publisher’s databases such as Elsevier, Science Direct, Emerald, 

Table 1
Inclusion conditions for assortment

Inclusion criteria Description
Keywords Festival, Temporal urbanism, Ephemeral, Public 

space, Urban Design, Spatial transformation
Language English
Document types Articles 

Step 2: selection based on title and abstract

were related to festival and management studies, festival and 
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tourism, environmental concerns of festivals etc which were removed 

of the topic, there were only a few papers which talked about festivals 

research papers had some relation to the topic, so they were studied 

Step 3: selection based on full text and snowballing

about environmental concerns, management areas and tourism-

papers the parameters are overlapping, and two or more attributes 

Figure given below shows the percentage of journals which focused 

Number of research papers for certain heads

Source: Author
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contribution of papers towards the topic of festival in the last 5 years, 

The corpus includes varied journals and does not incorporate any list 
of journals, so all themes have been included in this data which relates 

as urban designers and architects are now moving towards planning 
cities which reciprocates human standard of living, which is seen 

Distribution of papers

Source: Author

Way forward

The corpus as per the research done can be divided into a few subheads 

themes were listed to give a fair idea of the relevance of the topic with 
respect to multi-disciplinary themes ranging from the tourism sector, 
planning, event industry, social sciences, geography, and urban 
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Table 2
Summary of references for impacts on festivals

Theme References

1 Social and 
Cultural Impacts

social and cultural 

community, Social 
impact analysis and 

perceptions and 

Economic 
Impacts

Tourism, 
expenditure, 
regional 
development, 
econometric 
modelling

3 Image and place 
marketing

Promoting a 
required destination 

festivals etc
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Urban 
Transformation

Spatial changes, 
Temporal changes, 
Space change effects, 
Mapping

5 Environmental 
Impacts

Changes in 
environment

Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses 

PRISMA is a minimal collection of things based on evidence that must 

of following the PRISMA criteria in the context of a literature review 

its method, it improves the methodological quality, reproducibility, 
and transparency of the systematic review that I have done, which in 
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A systematic literature review research study thus, must employ the 
Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses 

the research process is methodical, reducing the possibility of bias 

summary, applying PRISMA to my systematic literature review has 
further strengthened the research’s credibility and promoted a more 
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3. 

There have been varied themes constructed on the literature 

aspect and marketing, event summaries, management, sponsorship, 

economic impacts, participant analysis, management of events and 
service quality as the broad areas of research related to festivals and 

The understanding about festival urbanism and its role and impact on 
the urban fabric of the city is put forward in six themes as mentioned 

complete concept of the festival and its associated space and where 
and how are the research gaps in the role important to learn and de-

six themes: -study and what is 

1. 

2. Festivals and its role in creating social and cultural spaces 

3. Economic impacts due to festivals

4. 

5. Transformation of Urban Space due to Festivals

As part of the research, we shall be dealing with the three most 
essential themes which are fundamental to identify with the topic of 

topic and its role in festivals and assist in uncovering the research 

3.1. 



Festival and Urban Spaces: A Systematic Literature Review

and by encouraging positive experiences and memories connected to 

City image is the far-reaching impression of the city, including every 

their research they have tried to explain the three vital heads to create 

Identity and the City Behaviour Identity which is affected with events 

the positive impacts that festivals have on a city’s image in turn 

3.2. 

In every society, people, establishments, and enterprises intermingle 
with each other, developing trustable associations among each other, 

of socio-cultural ideas and impacts among the communities during 

cross-cultural interaction and appear to encourage and value mutual 
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very proactive line of research on the impacts of festivals including 
socio-cultural impact and environmental impact, including papers by 

Festivals are associated and linked to cultures and traditions of place, 
giving them an identity of their own and binding individuals to their 

impact of festivals and events on localities’ cultural identities, Derrett 

Current literature on festivals lacks an important contribution to the 

festival days and their related impacts on the neighbourhood is an 

and work on a very large catalogue of festivals in the USA, which 
included his own published journal articles wherein his core study 
revolved around trends in festival research, its temporal dimension 

city which is temporal and has active social-cultural systems in place 
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Kumbh Mela, which explores the spatial and temporal study of the 

and the Canadian Province of Ontario, have conducted research 

examined spatial-temporal models of festivals in South Africa as 

The spatial aspect of festivals is one such research area in geographical 
science which employs cartographic methods, which is an analysis 

to link geographical aspects with a feeling of place including works 

The idea that festivals have the power of a transformative trait or 

scientists and the topic is now a pool of knowledge for researchers to 

imperative role and helps in transforming the course of the workings 

Festivals and their impact on Social and Human behaviour is another 

due to various reasons like harvest, religion, some sort of celebration, 
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It is also imperative to know the perception of the organisers of the 

Certain organisers see festivals as a means to add revenue however 
residents tend to see them as a sense of place and something that 

discussed extending and validating the apparent impacts of festivals 

Investigating various publishes by researchers which are related 
to festivals and urban spaces, we can conclude that a city adapts to 
the temporary requirements of celebrations through the medium of 

of their inhabitants while also mobilising, framing, and re-presenting 

All through the literature, it can be outlined that festivals may be 
able to have some bearing on social interactions where different 
stakeholders felt that festivities are a time for people to get together 

shift from being a static entity to becoming dynamic during festival 

Another crucial aspect which can be concluded from the literature is 
analyzing people’s behaviour and reactions during festivals, which 
adds up to the social impact change where old meanings in space are 
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The research intends to examine urban public space beyond the human 

be noted that streets occupy the majority of the public space in terms 

spaces where people not only interact with each other but also with 

is taken as an example where people impact the arrangements of 

is a festival that takes place in public spaces in particular cities and 

Therefore, by examining how humans use space and maintaining 
a human-centred perspective, as well as by showing empathy for 
human behaviour in situations where humans have temporary 
control over an area, we can better understand how cities can be 
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