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SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1986NO. 46.

swimminG THiumPHS for irelaro rgrir

Our Sdnners did it again! They voi a total of ten medal.g at the European Qisnpion^ps last July* Inr.liiding 
three golds by Alan IVima*. Pictured above are l-r, seated: Gaye Regpn (2 bronze), 
June O’Nbhony (UBA Swinnring Director and Team >fenager), Patricia Melia (2 bronze).

Standing: Patrick Qjinn (Coach), John Kennedy, Michelle Carpbell (2 bronze), John Kealy (1 silver, 2 bronze - 
he was the youngest swinmer to win a medal at the chanpionships), Fbdraic Joyce (1 silver, 2 bronze), 

Geoffrey Foy (1 silver, 1 bronze), Alan IVimer (3 gold, 2 silver, 1 bronze), Michael Mjrphy, 
Ibula Houles (2 bronze), Laurence Coogan (UBA President). Report on Fhge 17.

RESEARCH ON IRISH SIGN LANGUAGE - Poqf 3 SR ANDREA - Page 7 
VISIT TO MEDJUGORJE - Poge 11 A VORLD VAR 2 STORY - Page 19
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Andy Crowe 
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Pr Gerald Doyle, CM 

Peggy Foran 
Lilian Molloy 
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Sincere thanks to Barbara LeFfaster 
for her generous assistance with 
typing/editing for this issue.

CTNIRnUTORS TO THIS ISSUE:
B L£^fester, J T Neylon, M Mildowney,
V Moore, Fr B Clarke, J Colanan,
R MoElligott, T Moore, N Coyne,
K Lynch, L Coogan, C Lynch,
M Flaherty, M Moynihan, M Mannion,
M Buckley, M Burgess, Fr G Doyle, 
T Reynolds, T O’Reagan, J O'Mahony.

The latest date for receiving 
reports and na*s Itans for the next 
issue is 3 October.

Mr Stan Foran,
37 Offaly Road,
Cabra,
Dublin 7.

Articles, news items, letters and 
photographs are always welcomed.

Volunteers are urgently wanted for 
vrork on the ”Contact'’ magazine. 
Please, see Stan Foran.

VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS 
MAGAZINE DO NOT NECESSARILY 
COINCIDE WITH THESE HELD BY 
THE EDITORS.

KtelenewsI
TELECOMMUNICATION 

INFORMATION

WHHT IS
ELECTROniC mflIL?

AN electronic mailbox means, that 
with the help of a ccmputer and a 
modem, you can send/receive messages 
or memos (sonewhat like what you can 
have through the telephone for the 
deaf) any time, anywhere in the 
world - of course, the people with 
whom you are dealing must have 
similar equipment. This system is 
popular with big business firns. 
The following article adapted from 
"Practical Canputing" discusses seme 
facts about the electronic mailbox 
service.

KEEP IN TOUCH: Electronic mail is 
not just for connercial users but 
for the individual with a single 
micro too. The following article 
explains the various systems 
available.

SURVEYS confirm vhat we all 
suspect: the postal service is in 
deriine. Luckily, information tech
nology is providing a new approach 
to correspondence, and one that is 
often faster and cheaper than the 
postman's sack.

THE answer lies in the telephone. 
The telephone network operates well 
below rapacity for most of the time. 
Apart fron the peak between Ilan and 
ll:3Cbn during workday mornings, its 
daytime use has been estimated at 
around 60K of capacity. In the 
grail hours between nddni^t and ban 
the system is hardly used at all.

HRCE ths present promotion of 
electronic nail. You may be 
thinking that the new heavywei^t 
technology that suits big cempany 
budgets is not for you. For than 
it is a natural developnent of 
existing caimercial services like 
"telex" and "fax", and like these 
two conventional caiunications 

systems, electronic mail is out of 
reach to the private person.

HDWEVER, the micro has brought 
word processing down to earth, and 
is abcut do the same for electronic 
mail. The chances are that if you 
are reading this, you already have 
access to the capital equipient that 
represents most of the expense = THE 
OCMEVTER. A modem need set you 
back no more than an additional £50 
to £60 (in Britain) unless you want 
to be fancy.

THE subscription to the electronic 
mail service cones cheaply at, say, 
£12 per month, (in U.K.) or even 
free if you confine yourself to 
correspondence via one of the many 
public bulletin boards - see 
"FRACTICAL QMFUITNG" Decenber 1964. 
The only other expense is the cost 
of telephone calls, but if your 
early enthusiaan carries you away 
the phone bill can come as a 
terrible shock.

AUntUGH it is quite possible to 
set up a simple two-way electronic- 
messaging systen by connecting a 
pair of nri-cros together via modans 
and the public telephone line, true 
electronic mailing coiprises a 
network of addresses. Like tte 
conventional telephone system, it 
allows you to contact anyone on the 
network if you know their identity 
code. It is a sophisticated systen 
that requires at least one 
intermediate ccmputer, usually a 
mainframe, which provides software 
to take care of housekeeping such as 
password protection, temporary stor
age space and message routing

OMALLY the mainfrane ranains in 
the background and the user is given 
the illusion of a straightforward 
Cvo-way connection that presaits the 
recipient s mailbox as a pigeonhole 
where messages can be safely left 
for minutes, hours or days to await 
collection, technically known as 
5ICRB-AND-F0RWARD. This way 
electronic mail avoids the "he's in 
a meeting..." syndrane; you can get 
ungarbled messages to people even if 
they are not available at the same 
time as you are. Correspondence is 
almost as quick and casual as the 
telephone, but can also be

Continued on Page 23
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ffim pmn
set up support services for deaf 
students. Six months later I beg9n 
my graduate program in Anthropology.

2. RESEARCH ON IRISH SIOJ.
As a linguistic anthmpnl ngi st I 

an Interested in the interretations 

My M.A. focussed on American Sign 
Language and Deaf ethnicity. Since 

visit to Ireland two years ago, I 
have shifted my doctoral studies to 
a beginning investigation of Irish 
Sign Language. I am in Ireland now 
to collect data for this research.

I am a 
interpreter 
evaluator in the United States. My 
work as interpreter, however, has 
taken a back seat to ray research 
endeavors over the past few years.

I first used sign language as a form 
of entertainment by conbining dance 
with the signing of songs on various 
stages and IV. As I met more and 
more deaf people I became interested 
in becaning an interpreter, and 
later in doing research.

certified (C.S.C.) 
and interpreter

By Barbara Le bfaster.
Seme Contact readers may have 

learned that there is an American in 
town who has a keen interest in 
studying the "old" forms of Iri^ 
Sign Language. For those of you who 
are interested, I thou^t I would 
write this article to tell you a bit 
about myself and background, 
about the research that brought me 

As an undergraduate studait I did 
work on American Sign language (ASL) 
and the deaf cemmunity for my double 
B.A. in the fields of Linguistics, 
and Anthropology. While at the 
University of California, Berkeley 
(ITB), I taught sign language in 
ecnjunction with a newly organised 
course co deaf culture.

between language, culture, and 
social identity. My primary area of 
interest is in language contact 
results (i.e., language maintenance, 
language change, language death, 
etc.)

I was lured to Dublin by the fact 
that there exists "nHle" and 
"faiEile" signs in the vocabularies 

to Dublin, and about a lecture Upcxi graduation from IXB I worked of older signers, and that it seens
series that has been proposed since 
ny arrival.

1. ME AND MY BO3UJND.
My home is in Santa Monica, 

California where I have left my 
husband for the three and one-half 
months that I will be in IXiblin 
doing research. (You see, I nust be 
very interested in Irish sign 
language to leave him bdiind for so 
long.’)

I am currently in the final stages 
of the doctoral program in 
Anthropology at the University of 
California at Los Ai^eles

at the American National Association 
of the Deaf in the Ccfimunicative 
Skills Program. I was the Executive 
Director of the National Symposium 
on Sign language Research and 
Teaching, 1900 (NSSLRT '00). I also 
assisted two of my deaf bosses who 
ran the National Consortiun of 
Programs for the Training of Sign 
Language Instructors (NCPISLI) 
grant, and I supervised the Sign 
Instructor's Guidance Network (SIGN) 
Coordinator.

FYom the NAD I went to UCLA to 
work as an interpreter and to help 

that younger people are not learning 
these distinctions when they do 
learn to sign.

My study is mostly descriptive 
with a two-part focus on form and 
use. In order to carry out this 
study, I have been asking older 
camunity members to sign selected 
vocabulary for my video camera. 
Ibis type of structured sign 
elicitation facititates a study of 
language RI?M.

In order to understand the USES of 
sign language, I am interested in

(U.C.L.A.). In other words, I am a 
graduate student who is working 
toward the PhD degree, lhe research 
I an doing here in Ireland is for nty 
dissertation (i.e., thesis) 
requirement.

Nfy interest in sign language and the 
deaf cormunity begsn 12 years ago 
uhen I became interested in studying 
American sign language in college.

At the invitation of the National Association for the Deaf, 
Ms Barbara LeMaster, a leading expert, will deliver a series 

of lectures on various aspects of deafness-related 
communication/intepretation service in the Dublin Deaf 

Centre, Rathmines on Saturday & Sunday 30-31 August and on 
Wednesday evenings 3 & 10 September. Everyone is welcome.

Further details on Page 4.
No lunch will be served at the Deaf Centre, but those, who 

wish, may bring their pre-packed lunches. Tea will be 
supplied at the Canteen.



simply observing normal everyday 
interaction in sign language. To 
this end, I hope to work very 
closely with 4 members of your 
caimunity who are willing to ^lare 
themselves with ms in this way.

Naturally, I am very interested in 
meeting as many people as possible 
and in participating in the nonral, 
everyday activities of the caimunity 
so that I can begin to understand 
what life is like for Irish deaf 
people in Dublin.

*=* QUESTIONNAIRE ♦=*

I have devised a questionnaire 
about sign language use and 
attitudes in your caimunity. If any 
of you have the time to fill out 
this quRst-ionna-ire to help with my 
research, I would greatly appreciate 
receiving your input. I wiDuld be 
happy to publish the results of this 
questionnaire in Contact (if Contact 
is willing) so that its results will 
be available to all of you who are 
interested in this. YOU CAN PtCX UP 
A dPY CF THE QUESnCNNAIRE FROM ME 
CN lUESDAY OR FRUMY EVENIMS AT THE 
DUBLIN DEAF GENIRE IN RAH KINK.

For those of you who have been 
kind enough to help me understand 
sign language by slowing down for me 
and fingerspelling a lot, I thank 
you for your kind concern. I would 
like to ask everyone now, though, to 
sign to me as they would sign to 
another totally deaf, non-speaking 
person. Let me not understand you. 
It is the only way that I will ever 
understand your language. Huien 
beings can only learn language if 
they have access to that language as 
it is used by its native users. 
Thou^ I ask for nomal 
camunication in sign, I mjst add 
the hedge that setting dates, 
times to meet (etc.), it is best to 
be sure that I understand you.

"Access to camunication" brings ne 
to the next topic - the lecture 
series.

3. A LEEIURE SERIES ISSUES IN 
INIERFRETING AND IHE ISSUES IN DEAF

- HEARING GCNTACT dMUNTnES 
EOJNDATIONAL TO IHE NEED FOR 

INIERFREIEFS.
Since I have been in Dublin I have 

been asked to share my knowledge of 
interpreting, and issues of language 
contact and social idoitity as they 
are present in deaf caimunities. 
This sharing will take the form of 
lectures that are open to all 
interested persons, both deaf and 
hearing. Thanks to an honorariun 
offered by the Irish National 
Association for the Deaf, I an 
enabled to take time aware frem my 
research schedule to stere with the 
caimunity in this way.

In order to make ttese lectures 
available to the largest nimber of 
people the majority of lectures will 
be held in a one weekend conference 
on 30 and 31 August. The time for 
these lectures will be fran

lOiOCfem to 5:00pTi on Saturday, and 
from llzOOan to 5:00pn on Sunday

with appropriate breaks for eye 
rests and eating.

The 30 & 31 August lectures will 
focus on a discussion of the 
ccnmcxialities and variation existing 
in deaf/hearing contact caimunities. 
On Saturday the lectures will focus 
on "deafness in a hearing world—

resultant language variation and the 
issue of A33SS to language." On 
Sunday nDming the lectures will 
focus on "hearingness in a deaf 
world—contact coimunication." On 
Sunday afternoon the lectures will 
be drawn to a close with a 
discussion on "independence and 
dependency—the role of the 
interpreter in deof-hearing contact 
caimunities." This afternoon 
session will begin to explore the 
job of the interpreter, i.e., 
interpreting versus transliteration.

Ch Wednesdays 3 and 10 Septanber 
two more lectures will be provided. 
These lectures are offered to those 
who are interested in interpreting 
issues. I will discuss: 
"interpreters skills and 
coi^jetencies; role, ethics, and 
etiquette of interpreting; education 
and evaluation of interpreters; and 
practical considerations in 
employing interpreters." I will not 
propose any SPECIFIC interpreting 
policy, but rather will discuss the 
kinds of general issues that are 
present regardless of the policy 
chosen to implement an interpreter 
training program.

*** Sign language interpreters 
will be provided for all lectures.

In closing, I wont to thank you 
all for being so gracious to me and 
helpful to this research. I hope 
that the lectures and the research 
work will be positive contributions 
to your caimunity. I appreciate all 
of your "Cead Meade Failte" showing 
me the warmth of Irish hospitality.

Darlene discusses some points abont the 
interpretation service

10 JULY, 1986-A TAIX BY DARLENE 
ALIEN, OO-CRDTNATOR OF INlERfREIFR 
TRAINING AT PIERCE CntUNITY (WEEE 
(LA, CAIJFORNIA. USA)

Ehrlene Allen has been teaching 
sign language for 14 years and 
teaching interpreting for 7 years. 
She holds a B.A. in (hearing) 

theatre and a M.A. in (deaf) theatre 
from California State University, 
Northridge (CSUN).

Darlene felt vCTy welcomed by all 
of you vho knew about and were 
interested and able to attend her 
talk on the evening 10 July,



1966. She and I both offer our 
heartfelt thanks to Jacinta O’Reilly 
Viho unselfi^ily gave up her role as 
participant to interpret for us. 
’*Ihank you, Jacko’"

For those of you who were unable 
to attend, following is a brief 
sunrary of her background and then a 
presentation of the highlights of 
her talk.

Ehrlene is the Co-ordinator of the 
two-year interpreter training 
program at Pierce Conmnity College 
in a suburb of bos Angeles (I don’t 
remember which one), California, 
USA, Her Irish ancestry (’D’Riley”) 
instilled in her a longtime dream to 
visit Ireland which was finally 
realized this sinmer. E&rlene spent 
3 wedcs touring Eire, and then 
willingly shared her last night with 
those of us who attended her talk.

Ihrlene’s ’’talk” was really more of 
a question and answer session. 
Following are highlights from this.

1) Question from the audience (Q): 
Why don’t I understand deaf people 
when they sign to me?

Answer from Ebrlene (A); There are 
several possible reasons for not 
understanding sign language when you 
have studied sign.
a) A HEARING raRSCN'S EYES. Your 
eyes belong to a hearing person’s 
bcxiy. Your eyes need to be trained 
to notice important visual 
distinctions in movanent which can 
only be acccnplished through total 
reliance on your eyesight, without 
any auditory crutches. (Ihrlene 
then danonstrated an eye "warm up” 
technique.)

b) EAR CRUiai. Rely only on your 
eyes when learning sign language. 
People who talk while they sign to 
you are not helping you learn to 
sign. Instead, you learn to depend 
on their voices.

c) LANGUAffi VARIATIGN. Don't expect 
to understand every individual 
variation of sign language. 
Everyone signs with his or her own 

unique style. Your teachers cannot 
be so clairvoyant that they will be 
able to teach you every variation of 
sign language that you will ever 
encounter. Don't expect this. 
Instead, expect to not understand 
people at first. Understanding will 
come with fanriliarity of 
individual’s variations over time.

Also, don’t always expect to know 
every single sign that scmeone uses. 
Hearing people don't expect to know 
every single word that is used in
spoken English. We learn to 
understand a lot through the context 
of what someone is talking about. 
For instance, if I were to say that 
I went to the Blitzcredc today, you 
may not know what a Blitzcredc is. 
Yet if I told you that I saw lions, 
and tigers, and bears, and pandas, 
and birds, and monkeys, and that 
they were all in cages, you would 
probably assure that niv word for zoo 
is BLn33?EEKI (It is not, of 
course. This is just a hypothetical 
example.)

d) BE PATitKTl Sign language 
learners are the most impatient 
language learners. Would you expect 
to understand, speak and be an 
interpreter of Ru^ian and English 
after a 10 week course in the 
Russian language? Of course not. 
Then why should you expect to learn 
sign language any quicker?

2. Q. Why is the interpreter 
sloiCr than the speaker?

A. There are several possible 
reasons for this. We rail this time 
delay the TIME lAG.

a) FTOCESSUAL LAG. Sone of our 
best interpreters stay behind the 
speaker. We rail thia the "time 
1^.” The nature of the 
interpreting task is such that time 
between the utterances of the 
speaker and the rendering of its 
interpretation into sign language 
requires time to perform. We mist 
realize that the process of 
interpreting involves the taking of 
the QZNCEPrS that the speaker or

5 
signer is connunicating, and then 
these OONCHTS are TRANSLATED in the 
interpreter’s brain into the most 
AFFRCXTUATE way to convey the same 
concepts in the words or signs of 
the audience’s language.

b) STYLE LAG. The length of the 
time lag between the interpreter and 
speaker is oftai a matter of 
interpreter style. Some of the very 
best American interpreters use a 
very long time lag between their 
signing and the speaker’s utterances 
and between the signer's utterances 
and their spoken rendition of the 
signed connunication. This time lag 
is used to fully understand the 
message, the CCNGEFT that the 
speakers are conveying BEEGRE 
interpreting them properly. The 
time lag is often necessary in order 
to interpret the message correctly. 
If scmeone is right with the 
speaker, they are either 
transliterating, or they run the 
risk of misinterpreting concepts.

c) NEGATIVE SKILL lAG. In tonight's 
case, both interpreters are sti 11 
learning your sign language— 
granted, one is mich newer at your 
language than the other. Their time 
lag is probably mostly due to an 
insufficient knowledge of your 
language. E^ple must be fluent in 
BOIH languages, and then have 
training or lots of experience 
interpreting between the two 
languages before they will be able 
to be fluent interpreters.

With this in nrind, we nust take a 
minute to recognize that neither of 
our interpreters came to this talk 
tonight AS INIERFREIERS, Each cane 
AS A PARl'lCiFANT just as all of you 
came here tonight. It was out of a 
need for interpreters, sane coaxing, 
and a final willingness on their 
parts that we were lucky enou^ to 
have their help as volunteers.

We needed more than one 
interpreter because the job is very 
tiring. Vfe have learned in America 
that 45 minutes to an hour is the 
longest time that a person should 
interpret non-stop—it is even
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better to interpret for shorter 
periods (20 to 30 ndnutes at a 
time). Interpreting is very hard on 
the hrain and the body. Periodic 
rests are necessary.

3. Q. Shouldn’t interpreters make 
the speakers language simple if it 
is too hard even for hearing people 
to understand?

A. LEAF RIOUS. No. Deaf people 
teve the right to not understand, 
too. It is the RIGHT and 
RESPCNSIBILny of deaf people to ask 
the speaker to change his or her 
language to a more simple form, or 
to request clarification.

The interpreter’s job is to make 
sure that his or her signing is 
clear. An interprter is not to 
alter the speaker’s message in any 
way, e.g., by sinplifying, by 
softening, etc.

4. Q. Should the interpreter make 
deaf people pay attention to the 
interpreter, and if ignored, then 
leave?

A. A FTOFESSICNAL interpreter gets 
paid to be a ccnmunicaticn 
facilitator, that’s all. Deaf 
people have the right to daydream, 
think about their birthday party 
later that day, or otherwise not 
attend to the speaker Just in the 
same way that hearing people have 
this right, The interpreter may 
feel unwanted, but his or her job is 
to stay and to interpret—even if to 
a wall. An interpreter gets paid to 
provide translations, not to censure 
behavior.

5. Ihrlene addressed the issue of 
the use of SCJCKS by interpreters. 
(A ’’smock" is a plain coloured 
jacket/top/tuiic that contrasts 
nicely with the akin colour of the 
interpreter.)

^CCKS: raOS ANDtENS
Interpreters are most canfortably 
watched when wearing a solid 
coloured top (blouse, Jinper, 
tunic...) that contrasts well with 

his or her ddn colour (i.e., darker 
colours for white people and lifter 
colours for black people).

PROS
1) raESONHH) VIRSUS FRDfFSSIONAL 
INURFREIFR STATUS. A anock helps to 
separate when your friend is signing 
to you for himself or herself and 
when your friend has becone the 
"mouthpiece" of the speaker as 
interpreter. When the smock is off, 
the person is himself or herself—a 
person with individual thoughts, 
etc. But, when the smock in CN, the 
person BEHMS the interpreter and 
is no longer talking for hijiBelf or 
herself.

2) INSTANT INURFREHR. A anock 
lets a person be appropriately 
dressed whenever the ne^ fco" an 
interpreter arises. For ingfarre, 
the interpreter may have awoken one 
morning thinking that he or she did 
not have to interpret that day and 
so dressed in a wild geometric 
patterned top. Then later in the 
day he or she was asked to interpret 
professionally. If this person has 
a smock then all he or she needs to 
do is to slip it over his/her wild 
geanetric top and—"instant 
Interpreter."

cons
PATRCKEING ATrnUDE FURTHER 
SUFTOKlFD. Smocks often look

clinical (e.g., like a nurse’s 
unifcrm) furthering the patronizing 
inege of "helping the deaf."

OMIENT: A MATUR CF SITLE. There 
is NO REASCN why interpreter anocks 
have to look so ugly, dowdy and 
climical—they just have so far. 
With a stylish anock an interpreter 
can 9TED the negiative patronizing 
image while TIMESERVING all of the 
benefits that a smock offers to 
interpreters.

FINAL CriMFNT: FRCEESSIONAL 
INIERFREIER VERSUS THE HELPER WH3 
\aUNIEERS TO INIERFRET WHEN NO 
E1M0EESSI0NALS CAN. Our expectations 
of interpreter manner and skill nest 
differ between what we expect of 
professioanls who often get paid for 
their jobs, and what we expect of 
those friends, family members and 
others who are non-professional 
volunteers helping out.

$*$*$*$*$*$*$*$*$*$*$*$*$*$*$*$*$*$

A FINAL NOTE FRCM BARBARA
As a final note, I want to say 

that the highli^ts offered here 
from Ihrlene Allen’s talk are a 
byproduct of my manory. I did not 
take notes and I have not been able 
to check these notes with Ihrlene. 
Nonetheless, being very faniliar 
with all of the issues raised, I 
feel that I have accurately 
represented the sentiments of 
Ihrlene’s connents.

I did not bring Ihrlene’s work 
address with me to Ireland. I have 
written to her for it, and hope to 
have it published in the next issue 
of OCNTACT so that any of you 
willing to contact her directly can 
do so.
Barbara LeMaster

EDnUR: Grateful thanks to both 
Barbara & Ihrlene for having so 

kindly given their precious time to 
share their profound expeiHse with 
us all. What we have learned will 
be utilised by us in the course of 

time. Thank you both again.

A larger part of the hunan brain is 
devoted to controlling the thimb 
than dealing with the chest or 
stcmach. N Coyne



SISITR ANDREA has been made Mother 
Prioress of Dcminican Convent, Cabra 
on 17 June. Ibat means she is no 
longer the Principal of the School 
for Deaf Girls which she has been 
for twelve years.

HER duties as the Prioress are 
enormous. She is in charge of all 
the schcols on the Cabra grounds. 
Deaf Schools (St hfary’s, St Pius and 
Holy Rosary) are included. Of 
course, she locks after all the nuns 
in the ccmvent. She is kncwn as the 
"School Manager".

HER move is a tremendous loss to 
the deaf - not only deaf children 
but the teachers and all the staff 
of St. bfary’s and past pupils of the 
school. The news re her change 
shocked us and we were all very 
upset because we did not think she 
wcxild ever be changed. She has been 
with the deaf for twenty seven 
years. She is one of very f&< nuns 
with rich experience about deaf 
education - but, alas, God’s ways 
are strange.

SR. ANDREA came to St. ^fary's in 
September, 1959 and began her 
teaching career with very young deaf 
children. Over the years she taught 
young ones, she spent a few years 
teaching in St. Hus School. She 
was appointed Principal in 1974 and 
had been a very efficient, caring 
and hard ~ working Principal - not 
only in her office, but teaching 
many Post Primary Classes, attending 
nunerous meetings, listening to and 
giving advice to the Staff, pupils 
and parents all day long, etc., etc.

HER kindness to the deaf is very 
well known. 9ie has been especially 
kind to deaf old people in 

Stillorgan. Her weekly trips were a 
special treat to them. They always 
looked forward to her visits.

Molloy and Vfelsh, two retired 
deaf teachers have not forgotten Sr. 
Andrea’s kindness in driving them 
and few others all the way to Co. 
Clare to visit Rose Me Teman R.I.P. 
a few times when she was ill.

91, ANDREW has always offered her 
free time to interpret for the deaf 
at various functions, especially at 
our Annual Retreats in Dublin. 
Recently she has helped the priests 
and Sr. Bernadette by going down to 
the country to visit tte deaf. We 
were hoping that die would be 
appointed to be Sr. Bernadette’s 
helper. She has a special way with 
the deaf - the past pupils were 
hoping for another visit frem her.

SR ANEXIEA has a wonderful 
understanding about the deaf. She 
was always very fond of the little 
ones, always shofwed consideration 
towards everybody - both young and 
old, deaf and hearing. 9ie will be 
sorely missed, yet we are very proud 
of her being chosen as the Prioress.

WE wish Sr Andrea every success 
and happiness in her nov job. We 
will always keep her in our prayers. 
We will be looking forward to having 
her back in a few year’s time. We 
hope the Gcmiiinity (nuns) will not 
keep her for ever as die belongs to 
the deaf. One old nun said that Sr 
Andrea is God’s property so we must 
realise that God always knows what 
he is doing. We all loved Sr Andrea 
very nuch and always will. We are 
deeply grateful to her for 
everything die has done for all of 
us.

Maura Buckley

** RCGEANNE, O.P. has been 
appointed Principal of St lory’s. 
She has been a teacher of the deaf 
for many years. We wish her well in 
her new job.

Boss to manager
TO anyone, other than the staff of 

Saint bbry’s, Cabra, the two titles, 
"Boss" and ’^fanager" are virtually

7 
synonymous. However, as a menter of 
St l^y’s Staff, let me assure the 
reader of how the recent news, that 
Sister Andrea, O.P., (our "Boss") 
was to move from the position of 
Headmistress to the position of 
Mother Prioress of Dcminican 
Convent, Cabra (our ’tfanager"), was 
greeted by us with a mixture of 
consternation yet inevitable pride 
and satisfaction.

' ’CCNSItRNA'nCN* ’ ....because we 
have been so privileged over the 
past 12 years to have had a "boss" 
who was a mixture of efficiency, 
fairness, consideration and caring 
at the "helm" of our schools (St. 
Pius, Holy Rosary and Saint 
bfary’s)... .attributes made possible 
only by one who could cone out 
airi-ling from a 25 hour day, 365 days 
a year. Who else could give the 
appropriate and genuine degree of 
concern to a tearful profoundly deaf 
four year old child with a very, 
very "3CFE’ knee, (Uiich the 
ordinary mortal would be hard 
pressed to find with a magnifying 
glass), while at the same time be 
available to lend a syn^thetic ear 
to a msmber of staff, eager to off
load a worry or a moan where one was 
always certain of patient listening 
followed by sound advice.

TO cone back to the second part of 
our reaction to the news of ’*Ihe Big 
>bve’’, (as it will be called 
henceforth)....i.e. "our pride and 
satisfaction" - for, while we are 
aware of the above-mentioned 
qialities of the "Boss", we now 
know, by this honour conferred on 
her, that these qualities have not 
gone unnoticed, and our (temporary) 
loss, is to be her Coraunity’s gain.

WE wish her well in our thou^ts 
and prayers - we will find it 
difficult to make the transition - 
nmour has it that there will be 
seme among us returning in Septonber 
armed with teddy-bears and favourite 
blankets, to "help us throu^ the 
first few days"... treat us kindly 
if you cane across us during that 
difficult time. We shall be rather 
fragile, as we have been so well 
cared for during the past 12 years.

>fary Burgess.
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NEWSROUND
nEW DIHECTOB

Br Bernard A tlcGettrick ves 
appointed Director, Diplona Courses 
in Education of the De^ and 
Audiology, at University College, 
Dublin, following the rpt-i rfwnant of 
Sr M Nicholas Griffey, O.P.

Ek* McCettrick has been attached to 
the school for the deef in Cabra 
since 1971. Before earring to Cabra 
he taught in MiUingar and Galway. 
He has tau^t in the school for the 
deaf in Cabra and has been a member 
of the assesanant team in the 
schools for the deaf in Dublin, For 
the past two years he has been 
helping Sr Nicholas with the running 
of the courses for the Efeaf,

He is a teacher of the deaf with 
experience in teaching both deaf and 
hearing children. He also has 
degrees in Psychology, and has 
experience in clinical and 
educational psychology.

BEST WISHES fran Contact to &* 
McGcttrick in his new post.

Electronic Check 
on Babies* Hearing

An electronic probe minute arxigh 
to be placed in the ear of a new
born baby to check hearing has been 
invented by a researcher in London.

Clinical, trials with more that 150 
patients have indicated that the 
device is invaluable in helping to 
diagnose hearing iiniediments in 
infants and mentally retarded 
cliildren who cannot give the 
exanrinlng doctor any assistance. 
The unit also provides a quirk 
method of danonstratir^ to adults 
that their hearing is in^aired.

The device has derived frem work 
performed Dr Ehvid Kemp at tl« 
institute of Laryngology and 
Otology, part of London University, 
based at the Royal National Throat,

Sound Input Ear'oroponio 
•nolytod by 
compulof

Noro Par Hospital,
The technique depends on the ear’s 

reaction to sound. A part of the 
inner ear, the cochlea, translates 
sound veves into wave inpulses for 
the brain. However, it not only 
absorbs sound but can also anit a 
faint echo of the original sound. 
The new detector collates these 
echoes and analyses the oiritted 
waves.

A probe containing a loudspeaker 
and nricrophone is placed inside the 
ear and 50 clicking sounds per 
second trananitted down the probe 
for half a nrinute.

The inner ear echoes are analysed 
by a computer and the 
characteristics of mr 
determined. The results will dxjw 
the frequencies the ear cannot hear. 
Inability to hear high frequencies 
is a characterisitic of deafness. 
There are seven million people in 
Britain with sone form of hearing 
defect. There have also beai 
instances of children whose hearing 
impediments have remained undetected 
for years, giving their parents and 
teachers a false inpression of tJ^ir 
intellectual abilitites.

Tony Moore

An 11 year old deaf girl, one of tl« 
seven students attending special 
classes at an Chio school has filed 
a suit denanding that the Ohio Board 
of Education integrate her into 
conventional classes by providing an 
interpreter to translate sounds into 
signs. According to her father 
federal laws require that Ohio 
public schools pay the cost of this 
service. M Efannion

Glue Ear
GIUE ear is the fashicxiable reason 

for middle-class children to be less 
than brilliant at school. This is 
the cynical interpretation of one 
side of a healed debate in the 
Ekiti^ Medical Journal, which 
started earlier in the sunner with 
an article by Dr Nick Black, a 
caimunity physician frem Oxford.

IF BLO suggests a nunber of 
reasons for the current "epidemics'* 
of glue ear (accumlation of sticky 
liquid in the middle ear in childrai 
under 10) and the surgical draining 
of the fluid and the tenporary 
insertion of groransts to ventilate 
the ear, afterwards. In most 
children glue ear sorts itself out 
and, at worst, leads to a few wed<s* 
slight deafness. In a minority the 
difficulties may be more pomanent.

AMUG the coitroversial reasons Dr 
Black puts forward for the doubling 
of the rate of surgery frem 1975 to 
1963 in some parts of the country, 
is not that there is a real increase 
in the incidence but, rather, that • 
glue ear is diagnosed more
frequently and treated more
aggressively, making the increase 
coanetic.

CNE reason could be that more 
advanced hearing tests have becane 
widely available in the last decade; 
anoth^ that surgecxis had to do 
something to fill the vacuun caused 
by the decline in the number of 
operations to remove tonsils and 
adenoids, so popular in the 19605.

THE most controversial suggestion 
is that glue ear may give parents a 
respectable medical explanation for 
their children’s rotten school 
records, as dyslexia did in the 
past. 'The high rates of surgery 
among higher social classes may 
result from middle-class parents 
seeking to attribute to medical 
reasons their child’s failure to 
meet the expectations for 
developnent and education'’. Dr Bl ark 
writes.

IN support of this he cites the 
results of a private screening
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clinic for educational 
underachievement which reported that 
99 per cent of children screened 
suffered fron glue ear.

ER BLACX also argues that the 
long-term effectiveness of surgical 
treatment is not known and that, 
quite possibly, inserting gronmets 
nay do permanent daiage,

THE medical profession could not 
take this lying down and since the 
original article was publi^ad the 
correspondence colimns of the EMJ 
have been bursting with opposing 
views.

A ranter of correspondents agree 
that granoeting is carried out too 
often but say that it is a price 
worth paying: the procedure may 
orevent young people suffering fron 
painful and debilitating chronic 
middle ear infections and it may be 
responsible for the current decline 
in adult ear operations.

ANOTHER doctor says the increase 
in the incidence of glue ear is real 
- not apparent - and can be blamed 
on the long-term use of antibiotics 
and decongestants which, far from 
riming childhood ear infections, 
exacerbate the symptcms.

NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE DEAF

Successful Cgcle
The National Association for the 
Deaf Cycle around Ireland in July, 
sponsored by Marrion Ccuputer 
Systems and endorsed by 
Intematicnal Cyclist, Sean Kelly 
was an enormous success. The cycle 
tean ccmpleted nearly 800 miles 
through 23 counties in both the 
Republic and Northern Ireland from 
July 11th to 19th publicising the 
cause of the deaf.
The cycle was offically started by 
the Lord Pfeyor, Mr Bertie Ahem IT), 
at the Pfansion House, and the 
cyclists wearing specially designed 
and printed Tee Shirts, were

^ton Nbzer (left) presenting an 
inscribed picture of cycling 
superstar Sean Kelly to Tony 
Reynolds, Developnent Officer of NAD 
to pranote their National Cycle from 
July 11 to 19.

******4[4-««4t

observed by thousands and great 
interest was created in eAch town 
when the tean halted - official 
receptions were held in Ibrtlaoise, 
Enniscorthy, Tipperary, Ghlway, 
Castlebar, Sligo, Longford and 
Newry. We were warmly greeted by 
manbers of the National Association 
for the Ifeaf branches and the local 
deaf everywhere we went. He deaf in 
the various regions expressed 
disappoint ita it that therp were no 
deaf anong cur group but that they 
were delighted to meet all who were 
taking part.
At a press reception cn 28 July 1906 
all the cyclists who took part 
expressed a wish that the cycle 
becane an annual event. Pfartin 
Caffney received tie Sean Kelly 
merit awart for his part in thia 
nonorable event.

Conferences
in Finland
FOLRIH INI1RNATICNAL SWCSHM CN 

SIOJ UNGUAGE RESEARCH.
Iflppeenranta, Finland, July 15-19,

1987,

The aims of the 4th IjitenaticiBl
SynyxisiiiD on Sign language Research 

is to gather sign language 
researchers fron all parts of the 
world to discuss the structure and 
use of sign language and general 
problons related to sign language 
research.
CkLL for papers on unpublished 
recent research. Sutndt to address 
below by Februai7 15, 1967. One 
abstract per first presenting 
author. Ackncwledganents of 
acceptance or refusal mailed by 
April 1987.
VH-te to following address by 
November 1, 1906 for 2nd announce
ment and further information.

RXJKIH INIERNATECNAL SYFFBUM CN 
SIQI LAMUAGE RESEARCH - dHCE 
P.O. BCK 189 
SF-00171 HEISINKI 
FINLAND

WFD QCNGRESS

The Tenth Wbrld Congress of the 
World Federation of the Deaf will be 
held in Helsinki innfdiately 
following the above Symposiijn on 
July 20-28, 1987.

***<[*]»:

Deafness caused 
bg Drug Addiction

A Doctor’s wife who becane a drug 
addict after being treated with 
painkiUers, began forging her 
husband’s signature on paT.vate 
presciptions, Mr Ehvid Vfaters, 
prosecuting, told Inner London Grown 
Court yesterday.

In five years Mrs Heather Jackson, 
35, of Meado/bank, Blackheath, used 
nearly 300 bogus prescriptions to 
obtain 62,000 tablets. She had 
becane almost total 1 y deaf as a 
result of side effects.

Mr Waters said that in 1980 Mrs 
Jacksen was treated with Fortral 
painkillers for a wrist ailment,
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tinosynivitis. Ater two years she 
became addicted and doctors put her 
on to Distalgesic tablets.

She became hooked on the new drug 
an dbegan forging prescriptions. 
The offences came to light when a 
pharmacist told police of her 
suspicions.

Hospital Treatment
Mrs Jackson was admitted to 

hospital to be weaned off the drugs, 
but after three weeks she forged 
another prescription and was 
arrested.

9ie told police: ”1 started to 
take more and more of the tablets to 
get relief from pain. I realised I 
had becoiE addicted but by then it 
was too late."

Mrs Jackson admitted ei^t charges 
of forgery and using a forged 
instnment between November 1900 and 
May 1965. She asked for a further 
283 offences to be considered. She 
was remanded on bail for medical and 
probation reports.

Mr Nicholas Hoffiian, defending, 
sid that deafness was not a 
recognised side-effect of 
Distalgesic abuse. Mrs Jackson was 
now to be the subject of a medical 
paper.

Deaths
DCRA UlANEY. Kildare & Dublin In 
her sixties, last November. She we 
brother of the late Harry Delaney. 
JIM CCNNCLE, dare, 79, last 
February.
SEAN LAWLESS, Dublin, 61, last June. 
MS aOnUND. 90, last June in U.K. 
Widow of the late Mr Shortland, Cork 
& Dublin - they had a family of 4. 
MS JOSIE HEALY, nee Mannix, Cork, 
on 26 June in London after a long 
illness. 3ie was brother of the 
late Jerry Mannix. They were 
distant cousins of the faned late 
Archbishop hfannix of Melbourne. 
Father of Colette O’Sullivan, Cork 
last June.
MARGARET DUNNE, Cork & Dublin. In 
her eighties on 5 August after a 
long illness. She was aunt of 
Eugene, Gerry & Fergus Dunne.

Births
DAIGIIFR for Joseph & Jennifer 

Stringer, Dublin on 11 July - 
Elizabeth, their second daughter.

DAUGHTER for John & hfery O’Connor, 
Cork on 2 Nfay - Lisa Mary.

DAlXBlbR for Conor & Breda (nee 
Hickey) Brosnan, Cork on 7 Jdy - 
Alma, their first child.

model marg
MARY has had a lot to overcome but 

she hasn’t let her disability ruin 
her life. The second youngest in a 
talkative fairily of six, she has 
learned to lipread very well. With 
partial hearing and hAnring aids die 
has fe*/ problems of coimunicaticn.

Living in Knocknaheeny, a suburb 
of a bustling Cork city, her 
interests are similar to those of 
any girl of her age - nightclubs, 
the cinema - and aninwis have a 
special niche in her heart.

INIELLIGUCE and ambition also 
play their role in lory’s life. The 
family are currently waiting for a 
letter from ArtGD which they hope can 
help Nfary in her wish to dress
design. And working with her for a 
day proved die has a good eye for 
style and colour.

We begian the day with a visit to 
I^ter Marks, in the Queens Old 
Castle centre, Grand Tirade. 
Stylist Declan Corcoran coloured, 
Slipped and diaped, and already we 
could see a model in the making.

NEJCT stop was nake-up. Karina 
Whrd, of Face and Figure, Panbroke 
Street, took time to talk to bfary 
about colour and diading, and 
produced a look that was 18, but a 
glamorous 18 at that.

EmsivE
dDIHES presented no problans at 

all. With I'fary, her mother, and the 
staff of Swan^) (Fhtrick Street), we 
came up with the latest in suimer 
style-the Out-of Africa look (which 
is exclusive to Swoq) and presented 
the whole outfit to Mary after the 
dioot was over.

FCR the more sophisticated look we 
finally chose Prances Dineen, of the 
Savoy Centre. Her exclusive range 
of up-market clothes ^ve us the 
perfect choice. With Frances’s 
help, f^ry finally chose a beautiful 
polyester silk dress, which suited 
her wonderfully, matching her face 
and figure, and setting off the hair 
and make-up perfectly.

Nbry O’hfahony with Lord Ffeyor of 
Cork, Mr Ibn Wallace.

REUX
NOW for the hard part - the Shoot. 

But difficult it was not. With 
glorious weather, and perfect 
setting, ftiry was rela3ffid in front 
of the camera, and seemed to enjoy 
the aciniring, envious glances fron 
passers-by.

THE recently opened Bishop Incey 
ferk, with its green stretches and 
unusual fountain locked made-to- 
order for the Swanq) Out-of-Africa 
look. And as hfary relaxed in the 
sunshine, posing for the camera 
seemed to cane naturally.

MARY may have Just been a model 
for a day, but let’s hope her future 
is help^, in some way by the 
experience. Though her brother 
wrote the letter which set the ball 
rolling, it was bfary herself who 
made the day such fun. She proved 
that being deaf doeai’t mean you 
can't be glamorous, or as fashion 
conscious as the best of the rest.

Sunday World 1/6/1906 
(Sent by Valerie Moore, Cork)
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WHAT WE SAW IN 

MEDJUGORJE oooooooooooooo
MY visit to Medjugorje was a 

marvellous and ro«arding experience 
uhich left a lasting inpression on 
me. I have beai absolutely 
convinced of the presence of Oir 
Ij^y in the Vi 1 lagp and all the 
sightings reported by the young 
Visionaries are genuine.

THESE apparitions began sane five 
years ago. Our Lady revealed herself 
to six young people on the seme 300- 
foot high Podbrdo HiLl. Her sinple 
nessage said "I am the Blessed 
Virgin >fary'’.

EURING many subsequent appearances 
ste laid particular stress on four 
aims viz:-

1. PRAYER

2. PENANCE

3. FASTING

4. PEACE

THESE she said \»ere necessary to 
divert people from their purely 
f^terialistic outlook of life and to 
devote their lives to the love of 
God and their Nei^bour. This 
certainly has happened in the 
village of Medjugorje and the faith 
of the people in the area has to be 
seen to be believed.

CUR LADY has laid special arphasis 
on Prayer as part of our daily 
lives. The many forms it can take 
include prayer from the heart, 
reading the Bible or devotional 
books, attending ^fass, saying the 
Rosary, etc.

OUR LADY OF HELP.

THE ffess is the best fonn of 
prayer, but as I cannot hear Mass, I 
like to say a decade of the Rosary 
car even a fo* Hail hfarys ^»hen I get 
the chance. Che thing v^iich came 
across very forcibly to me at 
Medjugorje was the infinite love Our 
Lady has for all the Huran Race 
regardless of Colour, Class or 
Creed. At Medjugorje I felt our 
lady’s presence as something, very 
real and close to ms.

I was priviliged to be in the 
apparition room \^)en our Lady 
revealed herself to the Visionaries 
(but not to me) and as I left the 
rocm I felt a peace one had to 
experience to understand. It was a 
monent I will never forget.

THE many outward signs of 
senething unusual such as dancing of 
the Sun, the disappearance and re
appearance of the Large Cross on the 
Hill all help to confirm the inverd 
feelings once you arrive in 
I^jugorje (I didn’t see all of 
the^ things)’

THE message of Medjugorje to me 
can be sinply sunTBi*ised. Tbm 
book to God and renounce the 
materialistic outlook so prevalent 
nowdays. FYayer, fasting and penance 
are essential to achieve the deep 
faith that is now so evident in this 
little Yugoslavian Village

Jack Coleman, Gode
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Mary, Queen of Peace

Podbrdo hill, scene of the firsi apparition on 24 June 1981

fl TALE OF TWO GIflLS
THE first is Vicka, aniling, 
laughing, full of fun. Her face is 
pale, though, and you will be told 
that she suffers fron a serious 
illness, a cyst on the brain. At 
present it looks as if the illness 
won't be cured. And she is only 
about 21 years old.

I first saw Vicka on a television 
video. She smiled and laughed as

she was asked questlcxis about her 
life. "........The will of God is what 
matters. I didn’t know if the 
Church would have such a nun as I 
am", she said with a channing anile. 
She and her friends see and speak to 
our lady every day and have been 
doing so for the last five years. 
Yes, I'm writing about the 
visionaries of Medjugorje in 
Yugoslavia.

CN hfay 12 of this year I met Vicka 
in her own house in a snail, 
mountain village not much more than 
a mile fron the Church of St. Janes, 
Medjugorje. I had been climbing the 
hill of the apparitions with a lady 
fron Co Cork called >farg3ret when a 
very Irish thing happened - it 
started to rain cats and dogs. We 
tried to shelter but that was no 
use. So we went back down the hill 
to the little village below and 
hfarg^ret said to me, "I want to give 
Vicka a rosary beads I got for her."

HER family had already been 
pointed out to me so we went up to 
the door and knocked. Vicka 
answered it herself and when she saw 
us dripping in the rain she asked us 
in. We sat around the family table 
with Vicka's cousin and a friend 
about her own age who wore a snail 
red rose in her hair just above her 
ear. Her cousin made coffee for us 
and we appreciated the warm drink 
inside us after the soaking we'd got 
outside.

MARGARET gave her the rosary she 
had brought as a gift and then Vicka 
got up and brought out a hair-dryer 
and be^n to dry >ferg3ret's hair. 
While this was going on another lady 
from our Irish group came in and 
vdien hfargaret’s hair was dry, Vicka 
sat the next lady down and dried her 
hair also.

ARE you wondering whether she 
dried my hair too? It would have 
beai nice, of course, but I have so 
little hair left that there was no 
real chance of it.

BY this time quite a large group 
of Irish people had gathered at the 
door of the house and Vicka went out 
and had her photo taken with than 
Uiile the rest of us went away.

I wondered whether she gets tired 
of being pestered? I know there 
are times when the cyst on her brain 
gives her terrible headaches and site 
has to lie dcwi for days on end. 
Yet she was very pleasant and
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velcoming with all the visitors who 
came and that is part of what Our 
Lady asked of the visionaries. It 
is particularly Vicka’s gift in 
spite of her illness.

LATH? that day I saw her in the 
sacristy as we were vesting for 
Nass. She came in smiling and 
shaking hands with the priests she 
knew. Then two of the altar-boys, 
two brothers from Co Meath, came 
over to give her a kiss and she 
kissed than on both chedcs.

:h H HI ;i 11H h;

AND what about fferia (spelt 
Nfarija)? Twenty-one years old, 
quiet, shy, afraid of publicity but 
deeply involved in the events of 
Medjugorje, deep in faith and 
prayer.

SLIQULY afraid to say hello to me 
when I passed her on the road one 
evening, afraid of being pestered, 
perhaps, or afraid of extraordinary 
requests being made of her. A few 
evenings later I saw that ^le had 
good reason. As she anerged from 
tte rocm after the apparitions two 
Italian ladies forced themselves on 
her. Che of than caught her hand 
and tried to place it on some pious 
material she carried in a plastic 
bag. bfaria had to be protected by 
a fairly bulky Franciscan priest as 
she hurried down the steps leaving 
the two Italian wcmsn groaning in 
protest and one FYenchwanan stranded 
before she had even got launched.

A few minutes afterwords I met 
>faria in the sArristy where she was 
giving out the red stoles for the 
concelebrated Nfass of St. bfatthias. 
Her face was still radiant fron her 
vision and prayer, her cheeks 
flushed, her eyes shining. Not 
surprising really, considering the 
intensity of prayer in the roan of 
the apparitions.

IHE four IriA priests in our 
group were invited into the roan of 
the appariations one evening. We 

were Prs Con Mirphy, a Colimban 
working in Korea, Richard Hurley, 
the leader of our Pilgrimage, and 
Denis Cashman, both of Cork dirrese, 
and myself. Others in the roan 
included one French priest, one 
American, two Italian and Pr Slavko, 
a Franciscan fron Medjugorje. About 
nine or ten lay pilgrims conpleted 
our nimbers with one of the 
Franciscan sisters and hferia, the 
only visionary present.

FOR about thiree-quarters of an 
hour we prayed the rosary and sang 
hymns, lhe person giving out the 
decade did so in his <own language 
and then we all answered in our 
native tcngue. So the decades were 
given out in Croatian, Italian, 
French, EnglLsh and Irish. Meanwhile 
outside the wnndcv in the yard below 
a large cnxl led gathered to pray 
and sing in unicn with us.

Alli thus preparation of prayer 
reflects the teaching of Our Lady at 
Nedjugorje. Because we are so 
wrapped up in our own projects and 
interests we need time to ’tune in’ 
to God by prayer. So as the time 
came to G.ASpn, hfaria got up and 
stood in front of a bookshelf where 
as well as bodes there are sone 
religious pictures and statues. 
Maria began the Our Father in her 
own Croatian language but de had 
only got about helf-way thirou^ when 
she stopped suddenly and fell on her 
knees. She prayed in canplete 
silence and stillness for the next 
fifteen nrinutes or so. Everybody in 
the room did the same.

I closed my eyes to pray, but I 
opened th»n once or twice to see 
wiether the vision nri^t appear to 
me. It did not. So I closed ny 
eyes again and the strongest prayer 
thet cane to me was:

"Lord, fill me with your love, 
bfery, fill me with your love. 
Lord, fill me with your love.’’

I repeated these over and over agedn 
and felt heart go quite warm. I

Peace on Earth

shall remember Maria and Madjugorje.
FY Bill Clarke, C.M.

St Vincent’s, Sunday’s Well, Cork.

Snndag mass 
in Cork

Sunday hfasses in St Catherine’s 
Club, 5 McCurtain St., Cork will be 
resuned every 1st Sunday of the 
month at 5pm, starting on Sunday 
7 Sqjtanber, 5 October, 2 November, 
7 December.

A happy and proud couple, Deen and 
Kathlem MJhcna^ with their 
daughter Maeve on the day of her 
baptian. FY Doyle.
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Tony Griffin and hfarion MzMditow, 
all aniles on their wedding day in 
Ballybunion. I’m sorry I have not 
got a photo showing the surprise cxi 
their face >hen they arrived at 
their hone’tnoon hotel in Salthill to 
find Fr Gerry Doyle, who officiated 
at their wedding, and ten other Dsaf 
people were already booked in before 
than. We wish than well in America, 
but hope they’ll cons safely home in 
three years tine.

Itinerary of the Birmingharn 
Pilgrinage to Knock

August
30 Coach arrives in Dublin
31 Leaves Dublin at 9.30 am for 

Signed hfass & Lunch in Athlone 
Arrives Orena Hotel, Co ffeyo 
at 5pn.

Sept
1 Tour of daremorris, (Signed

CLUBSCENE
Ennis

RUS & ErtRIS 'fOURNAMENT
RUS & DARIS Tourney will be held 
in Ennis on Saturday 1 Novanber, 
followed by a buffet dance. Everyone 
is welcone.
J. T. Ney Ion

BHLLinBSLOE

DIARY

SEPIEMBEE

Sun 7 Mass 7.30pn Dublin club 
Mass S.OC^m Coric Club

Sun 14 Limerick Retreat
Sat 27 Feast of St Vincent De 

Fhul

OCICBER
Sun 5 School T.V. Mass 

hbss 5 fm Cork dub
Sun 5 DUBLIN RETREAT 7.30pn 

The Retreat continues 
each evening ejooept 
Wednesday at S.OOpn.

Sun 12 dose of Dublin retreat at 
7.30pm.

Fr Eanon Cow^ C.M. wrill give the 
retreat this year.
As usual, it will be held 
in St Mary’s College, Rathnines.

DINNER DANCE
BALUNASLCE Midlands dub is 

hosting a dinner dance in Ifayden’s 
Hotel, Ballinasloe on Saturday 1 
Novanber at 8pm sharp. Adnission by 
ticket - £12. Disco, spot prizes, 
gpmes, etc. Book with me at 18 St 
Michael’s Place, Ballinasloe, Co 
Galway.

WE enjoyed attending the T.T. 
tcummait in Galway - congrats to 
that stalwart chaip, Peter Nea. 
Thanks to the Galway Deaf dub for 
giving us an enjoyable buffet disco.

OUR Annual retreat attracted over 
30 people including Tom Burke, 
London, Jim Barrett of MiUingar, 
Mick Rooney of Bundoran & Matt 
Sweeney, Roscaimon.

OCNGRATULATTCNS to Frank Gannoi & 
Efary Monks who married recently. 
BEST Wishes to the recently re
opened Limsrick Deaf dub.

OUR dub is q^en on Fridays, 
7.30pm - 11 pm and on 3rd Sunday of 
the month 3pm - Upm. All welcome. 
M. Flaherty

Ebss in Cong), Westport & 
Castlebar.

2 Knock Shrine
3 Galway (Warwick Hotel, 

Salthill)
4 Tour to dare

Efass in Lisdoonvama
5 Coach leaves for Dublin at

9.3Cfem
6 All day in Dublin
7 Departure for England

Tony Moore

BEIFAST WEIDING 
OCNGRATULATTONS AND BEST WI3IES to 
John McGouran, Belfast and Ann 
Mirphy, Monaghan & Belfast who have 
married recently.

KILKEODT
WEinNE TO THE SPORTS TOURNAMENT 

OUR dub is delighted to welcome the 
players taking part in Leinster 5-a- 
side Indoor Football and Ladies’ 
Bad<etball conq^etitions, starting at 
10 am on Saturday 20 September - in 
the leisure Centre at St Kieran’s 
College, Kilkenny. Also, there will 
be open Pitch & Putt as well as a 
match between Leinster & Minster in 
St Canice’s Hospital grounds,

THEN, there will be a Dinner^danre 
in dub House Hotel from Spm - 2am. 
Be seeing you all there. 
Michael Mildowney, Organiser.

COBK
OUR annual outing on 21 June last 
was to Bunratty Castle of great 
historical interest, near Shannoi 
Airport. We also visited the 
Craggaunowai Project and lahinch - 
no (xie went for a swim as the sea 
was too choppy, but, still, we 
enjoyed the day in spite of th« 
cloudy dd.es and showers. 
CTNGRATULATICNS to John & Efary 
O’Connor and Conor & Breda Etosnan 
who have beccme proud parents 
recently.
BEST Wishes to Nellie O’Sullivan of 
dengariff (nee Murphy) ^4io is 
recovering after suffering two 
fractures in her leg.
Efary Moynihan.
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DUBLin

AFTEAL
IN order to keep abreast with The 
Hearing Friends in fund-raising for 
the building of a New Centre, every 
deaf person in Dublin have a duty to 
help the HF by giving £50 from 
either a personal donation or fund- 
raising activities. In this \iay, the 
fund will grow rapidly, it is not 
difficult..
(See any HF connittee member for 
details)

ANNUAL SPQRIS
IT was nice to see a good nimber 

of visitors from the country 
mingling with the Dublin ctcmJ at 
the Annual Sports which were held 
in showery conditions.

OZNCRAIULATICNS to two newcomers, 
Anne Newe and Cbvid Ifelsh on winning 
the Fferpetual Trophies for Best 
Female and bfale Athletes

BARBARA LE MASIH? of USA who is 
doing the research of Sign Language 
in Ireland for 3 months, presented 
the prizes.

cnmiuuiiGNS
THE young People’s Club is 
celebrating its 10th Anniversary 
this September and is now expanding 
with sone 70 manbers on its roll. 
Keep it 14).

WELL DCNE I.D.S.A
THE Swinmers won a total of 10 
medals in the European Champicnships 
in which two of our manbers fetricia 
Melia and Gaye Regan participated - 
the first time ever, adults had 
successful participation.

CVER to you, the footballers, new it 
is your turn to win the medals.
Ccn Lynch

John L Stuart, Englani and Catherine New fbrents: Bernard & Susan 
Power, Dublin Mio were married on 14 O’Reilly with their son, Shane.

June.

At the Farewell ferty tor Sr Andrea: with her are l-<, (Seated) Alice Kidd, 
&*eda Murtagh, Eileen Dineen. (Standing) Anne McArdle, Claire Ruddy & Peggy 

Foran, all on the St Mary’s, Cabra staff.

Thpir happy day: He pupils of St Joseph’s, Cabra after making their First 
Cormunicn last June. Fhoto by Fr Doyle.
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FOR
YOUR 

DIARY
ENNIS

NCVEMBER
1 Fbols & Cbrts Toumarasnt, 

foUcwed by a buffet Hi.qrn.

BALUNASUJE
NWM®
1 Dinner dance in Rnllinasloe - 

see Clubscene

DUBLIN LEAF ASSOQATICN
AlUET
23 Football Qub Reviewy^ocial

meeting - photograph Session 
in Rathmines at 8fm.

SEFIMER
13 Young People’s Club 10th 

Anniversary Banquet in 
(keahan Hotel fron 7.30pn 
Tickets £25 from

John Duggan.
13 Ladies Club - Talk on 

"Insurance’’ in Rathnines 8pm,
21 Old Folks Social in Rathnines 

fron Spin - Tpn.
OCRHR
4 ladies Basketball Club 8-hour 

Basketball fferathon at the 
venue to be announced. 
Sponsorship cards from Aileen 
O’Flflnagan
Then 'tRAND DISOD" in 
Rathnines fron lOpn - l.OChm.

18 Ladies Club Social in 
Rathnines 8 p,m,

18-20 Young People’s Club - Cycle 
Rally in aid of D,D,F.
Get your sponsor^iip card 
from Eduard Ibwer or Rdlip 
Grehan.

20 Old Folds Social in Rathnines
3 pm - 7 pin.

31 Ladies’ Badoetball Club holds 
"Halloween Disco" in Rathnines 
9iin - l,3Ctem.

OEhBER
1 Football Club - Talk on 

"SPCRIS INJURIES’' in 
Rathnines at 8 pm.

Terry beat the 
World Champion

Mention in the last issue of 
’'Contact" of the uorld famed 
Billiards Chan^ion, Horace Lindnm 
of Australia, broi^t forth the 
followii^ story:-

Ch 10 bfarch 1958, in the 
Coimercial Reading Roans, Drogheda, 
Horace Lindnm played an exhibition 
game with six players from the host 
club and two guest players, 

Terry Kelly was pick^ to play 
against him. Each player played off 
28; Terry & the other player beat 
the World Chai^ion, who afterwards 
gave a wonderful display of trick 
^ts.

It was one of the best exhibition 
ganes ever seen in Dro^ieda. 
fetrons paid 30p each to see him at 
play - the club paid him 26 guineas 
for the night - a lot of money at

Photo shows young Terry Kelly with 
World Chan^jion Horace Lindnm after 

they played the challenge game of

that time.

snooker.

Cathal nrins again 
Cathal NfcDonagh was the pride of 
Navan last wed<end after he arrived 
haie fron the World Cerebral Iblsy 
CaiES in Gits, Belgian, where he set 
a world record when winning the 100 
metres freestyle in 2 mins. 48 secs. 
Tn doing so, the p»pxilar young man 
fron St. bfery’s Phrk knociaed two 
seconds off his own record which he 
set in Vienna last year, 
Cathal was a member of a 26-strong 
Irish team which spent almost two 
weeks in the Belgian town ard

figured among the nedals in a minber 
of different sports.
He also contested the lOO-metre 
backstroke and tock the silver medal 
when second to an Italian. Cathal 
was the only swinmer on the Irish 
team which caqjeted against 19 other 
countries.
Cathal, who was chosen as 'Meath 
Personality of the Year, 1985," was 
training six nights a week before 
the Gam^ and can now look forward 
to the Olympics in Korea in 1968.
His proud mother, Tera, travel ipd to 
Belgiun with her son and described 
Cathal’s victory as "the most 
fantastic experience I have ever 
had."
lhe Mdhna^is have thanked all those 
who sponsored Cathal on his trip - 
Millens Drapei*y, Heatons, Michael 
Denning, Tom Dunne, Lynch’s 
Sport»orld, x-fack Kiernan, 
Geo^iegan's, Navan O’bfahonys 
club, Colm O’Rourte Sport, Dunnes 
Stores and Peter MoKenna.

Meath Qironcile
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IRISH 
DEAF 
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@ <? H ■ e
Sujimmers' European 
Triumphs

Our swimners did us proud again - 
this time in the European 
ChampiOTships at Crystal Palace, 
Lcxidon on 20-26 July.

Alan Turner emerged as Ireland’s 
standard bearer with 3 golds, 2 
silvers and 1 bronze plus 2 MB*/ 
WMD RETUWS’ Just previously he 
was CM! the Trpland hearing squad in 
Israel.

In Landen, the other 7 participat
ing nations sighed a relief at the 
news that Fhul Keating, our Loe 
Angeles double gold medallist, and 
Katherine O’Grady were absent, 
otherwise the Irish would have 
deminated the men’s events 
throughout and doubled our haul of 
medals.

P Keating was unable to cempete in 
defence of his European titles 
because of an injury to his finger 
\4u.le at work. Hard luck, Fhul’

Splendid performances were evident 
whei Ireland tod< their share of the 
medals—^3 golds, 2 silvers & 5 
bronzes.

** Ihe most thrilling race was the 
men's 4x100 freestyle relay where 
Alan took over the last leg sane 40 
metres last, he ploughed through the 
water like a hovercraft that would 
have given him another world record, 
swallowing the big deficit only to 
ndss the silver by 3/100th of a 
second (the size of your nai Ls).

Everycne said another 6 inches and 
he would have pulled off an amazing 
feat. However, the lads had sweet 

revenge in the 4x100 medley teem 
relay when they gained the silver 
medal from West Germany. Ihe Irish 
tean in these relay events: A Turner 
& G Foy (both frem Dublin), P Joyce 
(Aran Islands) and J Kealy (Arklow).

Turner achieved the gold medal 
in:- mens lOQn breaststroke 
(1,06.07 - new world & european 
records); mens 20Qn breastixke 
(2.29.54 - new wdr & edr); and mens 
lOQn freestyle (55.o7).

Also the silver in mens 40Qn 
individual medley (4.54.07).

Joyce collected the bronze in the 
mens lOQn freestyle.

14 years old Kealy won the bronze 
in mens 20Qn backstroke (2.36.59), 
becairing the youngest swimner to win 
a medal.

Ihe girls, who won the bronze in 
the 4x100 freestyle and again in the 
4x100 medley, were Monies (Dublin), 
Campbell (Tipperary), Reg^n
(Vhterford) and bfelia (Galway).

Ihe Irish teon was ccmpleted with 
M Jlirphy (Wexford) and J Kennedy 
(Meath).

Fhtrick (Xiinn was the team coach 
and June O'l^fahony, the team I^fanager, 
Laureice Coo^n, President, ac- 
conponied the tean.

LONDON
Wiile in Londcxi, we stayed in

Goldardth University - far deep
south. TYie Royal Wedding w»it on
during our stay without any
attention fron us. There were no 
special events to mark the occasion 
except IV/press coverage and sales 
of souvaiirs.

Travelling around Lendon would 
amaze you at how big it really is. 
We met many Irish deaf residents who 
came to support us. Thanks to than.

WE thank the &d.tish Deaf Sports 
Council for orgsnising the Champion
ships in such a way that everything 
went so anoothly. Ihe spirit of 
friendship and co-operation was 
great among all the deaf 
participants.

laurence Coogan and June 0’Mahony

IHE Swim Relay Silver Medallists: 
1-r, Back: P Joyce and J Kealy. 

Front: G Foy and A Turner.

MEDAL TABLE: GOLD SILVER BROhCE
W. Germany 14 12 8
G. Britain 11 5 8
Ireland 3 2 5
Italy 2 4 4
Sweden — 7 4
Turkey — 1 —
Spain — — —
France — — —

A Johnston, (£, broke 3 world and 
5 European records.

C.I.S.S.
World and European records are 

issued by the CT^ every year in 
January and according to its book, 
Alan Turner is the holder of 2 world 
records in both 100 & 200 metres 
breaststroke and 3 European records 
in both breaststroke events areJ lOQn 
freestyle.

Paul Keating is the holder of one 
wrorld record in lOQn backstroke and 
2 European records in both 100 arxl 
20Qn backstroke.

Congratulations and well done to 
the swiimung tean for its wonderful 
perforraance in londcn.
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Coming Events

UBA ACM:
The 18th ACM of the UBA will take 
place in the Dublin Daof Centre, on 
Saturday, 22 Novenber at l:30pn.

RBUCNAL MESmCS:
The Regional Councils will have 
their annual meetings in October: 
11th October Minster ARM - Cork 
11th October Ulster AFM - Belfast 
17th October Leinster ARM - Dublin

The Connacht CbuncU has not yet 
decided on a date vdilch is most 
likely in October.

SEFIH<ER
20 T^nHt<=»r 5-Q-aide football

& dlnner/dance - Kilkenny.
27 Lednster cloeed T.T.-Dublin
OCICQR
k InlTarprovinrlal T.T.^Xiblln

DIARY for 1987
FEBRUARY
7-14 World Winter Games for the 

Deaf. Oslo, Norway.
MARCH
28 European Cross Country Odiips 

Switzerland.
ffey

European T.T, Budapest. 
22-24 (not yet confirmed)

European Football U.21
London

JULY/AUGUST
29-lst European Athletics, Mmich. 
Kevin Lynch, Gen. Secretary.

The ddns of buck deer were normally 
used as currency in pioneer (early) 
America - which is vhy dollar notes 
are often called "bucks".

The hunan body has about 60,000 
miles of veins, arteries and 
capmiaries. N Coyne

Dear Editor,

IDEATITY CHRDS
FOR DEAF PEOPLE?
I«!qt week, I was with hearing 
friends in Salthill, Galway; One of 
than noticed three deaf people who 
were using their hands and he told 
me about it, so off I went over to 
them and I told them I was hard of 
hearing and could do sign language* 
But they looked fri^tened and went 
away. What could I do, but my 
friends said the deaf people had 
seen me talking earlier on. Still, I 
think there should be sonething like 
an identity card with your photo on 
it to prove that you are deaf - 
gcinething like a cheap club 
manbership card won’t do - this I.O. 
card should be recognised all the 
world over, so that deaf people will 
accept one another.
I think the deaf people I 
encountered in Salthill were from 
Germany or Holland. I hope you wall 
put this letter in "Contact" so that 
semething can be done.

Stephen Curran, Galway.

PROTEST
I have been adeed by the UBA 
Connittee to express their 
displeasure at the article by 
Minster Regional Council in the 
May/June 1986 issue of Contact, 
We are addng that all Regional 
Council would send their 
correspcndence and articles for 
Contact through the Secretary of the 
UBA; this raninder is being sent 
out to the Regional Councils.
We hope that we will not have to 
conplain agpin in the future. 
Thanking you.

Laurence Coogan

HinCR: Fair enough; but Contact 
readers have the obvious right to 

express their views on deafness- 
related matters, provided there is 
no libellous reference to the people 
involved.

FYiblic organisations must accept 
fair critician for what are seen to 
be bad mistakes - even when these 
bodies don’t accept their actions as 
’mistakes’ - the connittee members 
should not take critician personal
ly, because such expression is not 
usually aimed at the person, but 
rather at the action taken OR 
emission of action that should have 
been taken.

Further, public bodies have a 
special duty to ensure that their 
actions do not result in avoidable 
lowering of the Image of the Deaf as 
had unfortunately beai the case in 
tlie iiBtt.ers referred to in the 
above-mentioned Munster article - 
i.e. the f^fanager of Ihanond College 
declaring that he would not deal 
with deaf people again (he did not 
say "the IIBA" - he said "deaf 
people") which ^lows that groups of 
deaf people are viewed as deaf 
people NOT as deaf orgymiaaHnns....

The bitterness of the deaf people 
and their friends in Limerick and in 
Cork is understandable in the 
circimstances. Let it be repeated 
that these coiments are directed at 
the nrganiHat-ions, NOT at any 
connittee member.

THE READERS WISHING TO MAKE KNCWM 
THEIR CPINICNS CN ANYTHING GAN 
EXCESS THEM IN LETTERS TO CrNTAOT 
ANY TIME, OF CCURSE.

5R niCHOLRS
Nfay I wish, through Contact, eveny 
blessing and happiness to Sr. 
Nicholas in her retiranent, 
I reraanber her well from ny first 
years in St. Mary’s and through the 
years, I found h^ to be a kind and 
understanding person. I recall 
clearly when she started the Oral 
Classes, using sone of us - it was 
only once a week, but it was the 
start of great things had done 
since then.
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her rest. Blessings and happiness 
to you, dear Sr. Nicholas

Kay I^rd 1938-1949.

Sr. Nicholas had great devotion to 
the Deaf and we are sure she is glad 
to be free fran all very hard vrork 
she had been doing for many years. 
She still looks younger than all 
that. We wish her a happy long 
retirement.

Margaret & bfery Kavanagh, Car 1cm.

I ranember Sr Nicholas as a 
postulant in a white veil, and the 
surprise we had when ^le came back 
to St Gabriel’s SchDol after 3 years 
in RpI fast. Even though it is a 
good many years since I left school, 
^le is still the same either in the 
old habit or the new ere.

I’m sure that ny old clasaiates 
join with ms in offering our 
grateful thanks to her for all these 
years of teaching and in willing 

h^ many happy years of retirement. 
God bless h^.

hfary Moynihan, Cork

mg visit 
to the roarships
I would like to tell your readers 
about the wonderful visit I made to 
the German khr^ps vhen they were 
on a courtesy rail in Dublin last 
hfay. I could not believe their 
huge size and was inpressed with 
what I saw while touring the ships. 
They looked so solid that you vould 
think they could not be danaged at 
all... The crew menters were very 
courteous, and I’m sure they enjoyed 
their visit to Dublin.

Mrs hfary Sweeney, Dublin

What makes you think this rabbit's 
foot is lucky? My wife came across 
it in ny trouser pocket and thought 
it was a mouse.
R McElligott.
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MOTHER
Out just in case you are feeling 
down today, here is a story seit by 
a reader. It is about handicapped 
parents and was writtai by the 
famous American Bima Bombeck.

"Did you ever wonder how mothers 
of handicapped children are 
chosen?", she asked.

"Som^iCM, I visualise God hovering 
over earth selecting His instninents 
for propagation with great rarp and 
deliberaticMi. As He observes. He 
instructs his artels to make notes 
in a giant ledger.

"Amstrong, Beth, son. Fhtrai 
saint, bfatthew.

"Forest, bfejorie, daughter, fetron 
saint, Cecilia.

"Rutledge, Carrie, twins. Intron 
caint ,,, give her Gerard. He’s used 
to profanity.

Finally, He passes a name to an 
angel and aniles,

'V^ive her a handicapped child." 
lhe angel is curious.
'Why this one, God? 9ie’s so 

happy."
"Exactly", arales God. 'tbuld I 

give a handicapped child a mother 
vho does npt know lau^ter? That 
would be cru^."

"But does she have patience?" 
Asked the Angel.

"I don’t want her to have too much 
patience, or she will drewn in a sea 
of self-pity and despair. Chee the 
shock and resentment wear off, 
^’11 handle it.

"I watched her today. She has that

fl World War 2 Storg
rr was December, before Christmas in 
1940 when it happened. I still 
rgnember it very well.

CNE evening when it was quite 
dark, ^femes Thre^ came to ray house 
to see me. He said 'Whnt to go 
the Deaf Club?" I said "Yes" so 
together we went to the Deaf Club on 
my motorbike. I lived in Salford and 
the Deaf Club was at 368 Chester 

saise of self and independence that 
are so rare and so necessary in a 
mother. You see the child I’m going 
to give her has his own world, 9ie 
has to flake it live in her world and 
that’s not going to be easy."

"But Lord, I don’t think she even 
believes in you."

PERFECT
God grales. "No matter, I can fix 

that. This one is perfect. She has 
just enough selfishness." lhe angel 
gasps. "Selfi^mess? Is that a 
virtue?"

God nods. "If ^le can’t separate 
herself fran the child occasionally, 
She’ll never survive. Yes, Here is a 
woman whom I will bless with a child 
less than perfect. She doesn’t 
realise it yet, but she is to be 
envied."

9ie will never take for granted a 
spoken word. She will never consider 
a step ordinary. When her child says 
'Hjima" for the first time, she will 
be witness to a nriracle and knews 
it. When describes a tree or a 
sunset to her blind child, she will 
see it as fw people ever see ray 
creations."

"I will permit her to see clearly 
the things I see - ignorance, 
cruelty, prejudice - and allow her 
to rise above than. She will never 
be alone. I will be at her side 
every ndnute of every day of her 
life because she is doing my work as 
surely as she is here by side."

"And what about ho- patron saint? 
ask the angel, his pen poised in 
mid-air. God aidles, "A mirror will 
suffice."

Road, Old Trafford (not 431 Qiester 
Rd).

WHEN we reached Chester Road and 
nearly there, we saw a policeman on 
the road who put his hand iq) to stop 
us, I stopped the motorbili and the 
policanan said sanething to us. WIe 
didn’t know what he was saying, so 
we pointed to our ears arid said 
"Eteaf". The policeman realised and 
he pointed to the light of my 
motorbike and said "Li^t out, 
please". It was now dark. The
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policeman pointed to the sky; I had 
forgotten about the blackout. 
Without thinking, I locked up and I 
could see a aeroplanes in the 
distance. Then the policenan said 
’Where are you going?” We said 
’’Going to the Deaf (Hub, Not far". 
We pointed down the road to show 
where the Club was. Then he nodded 
and said ’’O.K. but no light". A few 
minutes later we arrived and I 
parked my motorbike at the front of 
the Club. I remember my bike 
standing perfectly upri^t.

UHEN we went in, Chnon Hayward was 
there with Prank Nevin, arxl Janes 
Ihley. Outside the aeroplanes were 
beginning to bonb bfanchester and it 
went on all evening. It became 
worse and worse and we were getting 
a bit worried. We stayed together 
and then suddenly, very late in the 
evening, or perhaps early in the 
morning, the window shattered. A 
bcmb exploded outside in the street 
and was so strong it blew the window 
frame out of the wall into the rocm. 
James Chley’s neck was hurt from 
broken glass. The Canon decided 
that we should go into the cellar so 
we went down. The Canon got the 
lead and held his dog because he was 
frightened of the noise outside. We 
took turns holding the lead to look 
after the dog.

WE were in the cellar a long time 
v^ien suddenly we felt a big bang and 
the whole house shook. We could feel 
strong vibrations and looked at each 
other. We were nimb with fear and 
couldn’t say or sign anything. Then 
all the lights went out. In fact, 
what We didn’t knew was that we 
probably saved our lives going down 
to the cellar. The bcmb landed on 
the house across the road and 
coipletely flattened the house.

A lot of people were killed in 
that house and more houses along the 
street were badly danaged. All 
windews were shattered. While we 
were in the cellar, in the dark, not 
sure what we should do, the dog was 
so mad with fright he chewed and 
chewed the lead until the lead broke 
and the dog ran out of the Club. He 
came back later.

EVH^YTHING was covered in black 
soot and dust. A little orange 
li^t came into the Club from the 
fires outside. I could barely see, 
the smoke was in the air. I 
remember walking around in the hall 
trying to find the others but 
couldn't find them. There was a lot 
of danage, so I went out to the back 
garden and found the shelter tlere.

WHFN I went in I saw all of them 
there. They were waiting for me. 
So we sat and waited. It was 
getting quiet outside and there were 
no more bembs. After a while, Canon 
Hayward and Prank Nevin decided to 
go out to see if it was safe. They 
saw a car in the street and could 
see three men inside. They went 
over and opened the door but were 
shocked bemuse one man fell out. 
He was dead. They had all been 
killed in the blast. We could still 
see fires all around and the orange 
and red glcws in the sky. We came 
back to the ^lelter.

WE were beginning to be very 
hungry and thirsty. Again, Canor. 
Hayward and Prank Nevin went out to 
try and get semething to eat fran 
the kitchen but they couldn’t get 
through. So Canon Hayward went to 
the Chapel and there he found a 
bottle of altar wine and brought it 
back. I remember it was daik in the 
shelter but I could see the Canon 
blcwing the bottle because it was 
dirty. Then he opened the bottle 
and gave it to Prank to drink. 
There were no cups. Prank Drank fran 
the bottle and he gave it to James 
Thresh and James Ihley. Then I got 
the bottle and I was so thirsty I 
drank and finished it off.

THEN we tried to have a look 
ag^in, so we cane out of the shelter 
and Prank said *Miat is that?" There 
was sonething looking very funny in 
the back. We went over to have a 
look and our eyes popped. We were 
amazed especially the Canon. It was 
the altar cloths from the Chapel. 
The force of the bonb threw the 
altar cloths through the window and 
out into the back garden, many, many 
yards awoy, on top of the Anderson 
shelter. We looked around at the 

mess and it was then that we 
realised we could easily have been 
killed if we weren't in the cellar,

EVENTUALLY, it was morning and we 
saw the Hone Guard in t he street; 
he was wearing a helmet. He looked 
at us and then said 'Where do you 
come from? You should not be here. 
It's not safe." The Canai asked 
'Why?" The Hons Guard said: There's 
an mexploded bomb in this street 
and we've moved the people out. The 
street is closed. You ^lould not be 
here". Of course we didn't know. 
We were deaf and the Canon was deaf 
too. He said to us "You can go now".

I went to my motorbike and to my 
surprise it was still standing 
upright.

MARVEUJUS. TWo big bombs during 
the night and my motorbike was still 
there? I was very pleased, so I said 
to James Thresh, "I can give you a 
lift to Victoria Station in the 
town". I started the motorbike O.K. 
and we went to Victoria Station and 
it was alright. When James Thresh 
got off and I headed hone, nty bike 
began to splutter. It was becenring 
difficult to ride it and I realised 
it was because the black soot and 
the dust had got in the engine. I 
arrived heme, but I was sorry 
because I knew that the engine of my 
motorbike was spoilt, Tte first 
thing my Ifed said was "book in the 
mirror". I did not know why, but 
when I looked in the mirror, I was 
shocked. My face was all black.

SCNE weeks later. Tarry Gunning 
came to see me. He told me that tte 
Deaf Club had moved to 431 Chester 
Road.

ABOUT 20 years later, I was 
talking to Canon Hollywood and I was 
shocked to hear what he said about 
Chnon Ifayward. Canon Ifeyward had 
told him about that night and how he 
gave a bottle of altar wine to us to 
drink. He said "But this fellow, 
Gerard bfcibnough anptied the bottle 
and finished it off. I never had a 
drop".
Poor nan. He was so kind, so good. 
Gerard MoDonough
(By courtesy of CUIWCK, the 
magazine for the Catholic Deaf, 
Britain)



Below:

At the Dublin Deaf Association Sports Eby. 
Left: the Penalty Kick canpetition, 

Bottan left: children resting between games. 
Moss been, Fbt Power, Barbara LeJ*bster(USA) 

and Peggy Foran.

The NAD National Cycle. Above: the cyclists with 
parents and some of the deaf cutside the Tcwn Hall 
in Newry, prior to the official reception.
Right: some of the cyclists with NAD Directors 
Maura Buckley and Doris Nelson (partly hidden at 
right) outside the I^nsion House, prior to the 
official reception by the Lord bfayor of Dublin, 
Mr Bertie Ahem, ID before the start of the Cycle.
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HOUSE
HUNTING

A GUHE ID WHAT YOU SHUU) LOOK 
our FDR WHEN HUSEHUNTENG

VHEN YOU go tx> view a house, it is 
essential to have a mental or 
written checklist of what you want. 
Otherwise you may allow one or two 
favourable features to imfluence you 
into buying (or almost buying) a 
house which is unsuitable for other 
reasons.

THE prime consideration nust be 
whether the house is big enough for 
your requtroTEnts nw and in the 
future. If you are tainted to buy a 
relatively small house and to move 
on to a bigger one in a few years’ 
time, ronanber that you cannot 
predict what your circimstances will 
be, nor how house prices will go. 
So if you are buying a analler house 
than you expect to need in the 
future, try to get the best of both 
worlds - possibly one with roan for 
an extension.

GIVE seme thou^t to storage space 
as well. You will need places to 
store fuel, clothes, bedding, tools, 
brushes, vacuum cleaner and other 
useful or useless objects.

IHE size of the kitchen is 
obviously particularly important. 
Ihe more time you are going to spend 
there the more space you diould have 
- especially if, like many families, 
you are going to use it as a living 
room, leaving the living roan proper 
for special occasions.

SChC modem houses amalg^nate the 
kitchen and living/dinnlng room. 
Ihere may be no door between than, 
or no wall. Bear in mind that this 
open-plan approach has the effect of 
creating fairly large roan which 
could be expensive to heat.

VHEN viewing a house it is worth 
establishing which roans face north. 
These will be glocmy conpared to 
roans facing in other directions. 
If you are a keen gardener, check if 

the garden is to the North of the 
house and if other buildings or 
trees are likely to put the garden 
in the ^lade.

THINK of the house in relation to 
useful services. How far is it fron 
^lops, bus stops, etc? Is there a 
pub or a restaurant beside it and 
will drunken patrons serenade you in 
the early hours of the Homing? If 
there is a car repair service close 
to the house, remember that you nay 
have to listen to engines roaring 
endlessly during the day.

AKJIHER important point about the 
surroundings is whether the local 
authority intends to build a 
motorway through the front garden. 
The way to find this out is to go 
and ask the local authority - county 
council or corporation as the case 
may be - and you should also check 
if planning perndssions have been 
given for any private developments 
in the area.

VffiLE looking at the house, ask 
about the cost of heating. You may 
not be told the whole truth, but at 
least you will get some idea on 
which to base your calculations. It 
is also worth checking whether the 
wiring is old. If the house has to 
be rewired, it can be quite 
expensive.

WE frequently tell our readers to 
get a surveyor or valuer to look at 
the house before they buy. To fail 
to do so is to ask for trouble. The 
building society will send its own 
surveyor to look at it but his only 
concern is whether the society could 
get back, on the open market, the 
portion of the price of the house 
which it is lending to you. You 
can normally contact valuers and 
surveyors through auctioneers’ 
offices.

YOU can make a quick preliirinary 
check yourself if there is woodworm. 
Tiny holes in the woodwork may 
indicate that there is woodworm in 
the house. The mortar between the 
bricks should be firm and will have 
to be replaced if it has worn away. 
Oacks in the wall may not be 
serious, but if they go all the way 
through they need further

investigation. If it is an old 
house, there may be no danp-proof 
course. This is often visible about 
six inches above the ground, between 
the bricks and without it you are 
likely to have a problen with rising 
daif).

DCN’T be taken in by decoration - 
it may be there for your benefit. 
Thm on taps to check the water 
pressure. Take a look at the roof. 
Are there slates of tiles missing 
which will have to be replaced?

IF there is an extension, you will 
have to check whether planning 
pemri agim was required and received 
for it arxl whether it breaks any of 
the building by-laws. The building 
society will check it out if you are 
getting a mortgage.

FTNAILY, to avoid a nasty shock 
when you move in, clarify what the 
previous owners are going to take 
with them when they go. We have 
heard of a buyer who moved into a 
house to discover that even the taps 
had been removed fron the bath by 
the previous owner. Generally 
speaking, itans which are attached 
to the wRilfi and which could only be 
removed with danage to the walls 
shculd be left behind.

\*HEN you are moving into the 
house, do so as early in the day as 
possible. That way you will have 
time to buy li^t bulbs, taps, 
possibly a kitchen sink and anything 
else that may be missing when ycxi 
arrive.

Sent by Mrs Therese 0’Reagan



IRISH 
DEAF 
SOCIETY

thirty-seven other deaf fron 
Belguim, Portugal, Holland, West 
GernBny and United Kingdon sponsored 
by Euroaction. Ask them about it. 
Next year, the third European Youth 
Can^) will be held in Ireland.

Our preparation for the Irish Deaf 
Awareness Week on the 25-27 
September *86 (sorry for dates error 
in last issue) is going well. The 
Sign Language >farathon is on 27th 
September *86 at - 6pn = 9 
hours. If you wish to join the 
signing team, give your name to Tim 
Grace and ask for sponsor papers 
from the IDS directors. We are 
grateful for the help and ideas 
given to us, keep up and success 
will follow - 9kjw them "the deaf 
can do it". The motto for the Irish 
Deaf Awareness Week is ’WE ASKED TO 
BE HEARD". If you have been denied 
further education, get a poster done 
and write a few words.

There will be a windew display in 
Arnotts front window, so come 
everyone even school children should 
have an outing to visit it and 
support it. ’YME LEAF HELPS 
ANOTHER".

On the 27th Sept ’86 - 8pn to IQra 
in the Deaf Centre, there will be 
our workshops exhibition. Edvard 
Power will show a video - the deaf 
in their own business, the deaf at 
college and deaf families.

The Irish Deaf Youth Association 
will have a meeting in Sept - 
possible date is 6th - to form a 
sub-connittee. Every young person 
is welcome and please try to have 
one fron every club or county. 
Edward Power is the organiser, check 
with him for the date, time in 
afternoon and place of the meeting. 
He will have a lot of interesting 
things to say.

Kevin Stanley, John Bosco Ccnana 
and Efertinia Efc Cormack are back 
fron Belguim. They were at the 
second European Youth Caip for a 
wedc doing "Leadership courses" with 

We have sone details of the World 
Federation of the Eteaf Congress ‘87 
in Helsinki, Finland on the 20 - 
28th July ’87, closing date for pre
registration is 1st October *86. We 
will arrange one week and two weeks 
holidays cun meetings. If you are 
interested, contact the US 
Directors or call to the Deaf Centre 
CMi the third Friday of the month.

Welcome to Barbara Ld^ster from 
California on her three months visit 
to Ireland. She got a grant in the 
U.S.A, only to do research on the 
Irish Sign language - not the signs 
from the book. She would like to 
meet as imny senior adults as 
possible. If you would like to meet 
her, give your name to the IDS and 
arranganent will be made. Her 
friend, Lhrlene Allen from 
California too, was here for three 
dayne evening she gave a talk on 
"Interpreting Training", it will be 
in the next issue. The IDS is 
working on the Interpreting 
situation and we have services so if 
you need an interpreter for any 
place for a fw hours, ask the IDG.

Vivian HiUoy,
Edward Power, 
Helena Saunders, 
Teresa Lynch, 

, Fbtrick Power, 
Tim Grace, Josephine

List of directors: 
Chairman 
Vice-chairman 
Hon. Secretary 
Hon. Treasurer 
Stephen Bates

Felix Brazil
O’leary and Niall Me Comack.

Only two angels are mentioned by 
naiE in the Bible - Michael and 
Gabriel.

In 1930 you could buy kits to build 
TV qets for just over £20.
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WHAT IS ELECTRONIC MAILBOX?
Continued from Page 2

informally docunented if you save 
your messages and replies on disc.

9CME systems also allow the users 
direct access to the pewer of the 
mainframe. You can run remote maths 
programs, play games or even cross- 
coqjile down the telephone line. 
Few such activities come under the 
heading of electronic mail, but 
there is a cluster of prograre, 
roughly classified as electronic 
office software, that bdiaves like 
an extension of the connnicatlons 
facilities.

EIRMAIL
ETEMAIL is the name of the 
Electronic Ebilbca service operated 
by Telecom Elreann, and has access 
to more than 15 countries so far. 
The nnnijmn call charge is £37.50, 
which is rather expensive for the 
private user who do not have 
opportunity to use it often.

So of course, it will be worthwhile 
subscribing to Eirmail CNLY if there 
are sufficient nunbers of private 
individuals using it - which is not 
a fact yet, unless you are prepared 
to throw away money. The 
possibility of this system becoming 
popular among the public at large is 
remote obviously.

A 25-year-old nan living in a 
city in the South, would like to 
hear fron a deaf girl or girls of 
about the sane age, who would be 
interested in fonning a 
friendship. He is in a full time 
job and is a non-anoker.
Replies to Box 140 c/o Contact, 
St Peter's, Fhibsboro, Dublin 7 
will be sent unopened to the 
advertiser.
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KNOW YOUR 
RIGHTS

ffiW 90CN WUL I qUAUTY FDR tfNTAL 
BENETTr?

Q I started woric last bfarch. Ifaw 
soon vdll I qualify for Dental 
Benefit?
A. The speed with which you qualify 
for dental, optical and aural 
(hearing) benefits depends upon your 
age and the nunber of social 
insurance contributions you have. 
Permanent and pensionable public and 
civil servants and part-time vorkers 
pay social insurance at a rate that 
does not cover them for these 
benefits. Assuidng that you are not 
in these categories you qualify for 
dental benefit as follcws.

a) If you are under 21 years you 
will qualify after 26 weeks of 
insurable employment.
b) If you are between 211 and 23 
yeers you need to have 26 wed<s of 
insurable onployment. If you riA-im 
in 1965 you will also need to have 
26 social insurance contributios 
rpgi.trt-p-rgd with the Department of 
Social Ufelfare for the tax year 
^ril 1963 to April 1964, If you 
claim in 1966 the relevant tax year 
is ^^jril 1964 to April 1965.

Social Insurance contributions 
registered in the relevant tax year 
include credited contributions 
(which nay be given during periods 
of unaiployment, sickness, maternity 

leave and when you first became 
insured).
c) If you are over 23 years you 
mist have 156 contributions (3 years 
insurable employment) paid at some 
time and 26 contributions paid or 
credited in the relevant

FAMILY ETOE SUmMNT (F.I.S.)

F.I.S. is designed to supplement 
the incane of low wage pArrv^ra in 
full-time aq)loyment. Since April 
FIS of up to ±26 per wed< ran be 
paid to low incane families with 
five or more children. To qualify 
you mist have dependent children for 
whan you receive the Child Benefit 
(formerly Children’s Allowance). It 
was originally intended to abolish 
FIS with the introduction of Child 
Benefit. However its abolition is 
deferred until the full Child 
Benefit Schane canes into effect 
next year.

FIS was improved in the Budget and 
the improved scheme tock effect cn 
^ril 10, 1986, Those already 
receiving FES at that date will 
continue to receive FIS at the old 
rate until a year fran the time when

The nav income limits and naximiii 

contribution year (see above).
Since July 1965 cover for dental, 

optical and aural services has been 
extended to the pregnant wives of 
insured workers provided the above 
conditions are satisfied on the 
husband's insurance.

th^ first started to receive it. 
When they have to re-«pply at that 
stage, they will then get the new 
rates. FIS is dependent on fandly 
size and family income. The amount 
of FIS you get is one third the 
difference between your weekly 
income and the maximin income for 
each fairily size. This may be 
further restricted by a raaximm 
siqjplement based on family size. 
For exanple, a family with two 
children and a gross income of £90 
per week wuld get a suRjlement of 
£10 per wed<: - 

t^xuiun income for
2 child family £120
actual family income £ 90
difference £ 30
divided by three £ 10

(max. supplanent
for 2 child family ■ £14)

anents payable from ^«ril 10 1986 are:

Family Income above which 
no FIS is payable

Income below which 
max. FIS is payable

Ffax. Suj^jlansnt

1 child 100 70 10
2 child 120 78 14
3 child 140 86 18
4 child 160 94 22

5 or ncre 160 102 26

HAVE YOU A QUESTION ABOUT
TAX? SOCIAL VELFARE?
HOUSING? ANYTHING?

Get the answer by writing or calling at 
The Information Centre.

Dublin Deaf Centre, 31 Richmond Hill, Rathmines, Dublin 6.

V* hove httped hmdTMte of poopte. Lot us hdp you, too. 
Al w strhc* is prtvote qnd fret

Published by "Contact", St Peter's, Phibsboro, Dublin 7.
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