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Mushroom Sprouting out of a Living Frog
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R:;(:’s Intermediate Golden-backed Frog, Hylarana inter- At 1230 h on 19 June 2023, at Mala, Karkala, Karnataka,
edia (Rao 1937), is endemic to the Western Ghats of  India (13.380833 N, 75.226667 E), in the foothills of
Karnataka and Kerala, India, above the Palghat Gap, where it~ the Kudremukha Ranges, we encountered about 40 Rao’s
is found in relative abundance (Biju et al. 2014). Intermediate Golden-backed Frogs in a small roadside rain-
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Figure 1. A Rao’s Intermediate Golden-backed Frog (Indosylvirana intermedia) with a Bonnet Mushroom (Mjycena sp.) sprouting from its left flank found
on 19 June 2023, at Mala, Karkala, Karnataka, India. Photographs by Lohit Y.T.
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water-fed pond. One individual perched on a twig had a dis-
tinct outgrowth on its left flank. A closer examination clearly
revealed a mushroom sprouting from its side (Fig. 1). The
frog was alive and moving. Mycologists later identified the
mushroom to be a Bonnet Mushroom (Mycena sp.), which is
known to be saprotrophic and occurs mostly on rotting wood.

Fungi are extraordinary organisms. They are generally
saprotrophs or symbionts that facilitate nutrient cycling but
many are parasites of plants and animals. In amphibians, the
tungus Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis is known to cause the
disease chytridiomycosis, which has affected more than 700
species of amphibians across the world (Berger et al. 1998;
Longcore et al. 1999; Lips et al. 2006; Fisher et al. 2020).
Recent studies have shown that this amphibian killer is
present in low levels in all of the frog hotspots across India
(Mutnale et al. 2018).

To the best of our knowledge, never has a mushroom
sprouting from the flank of a live frog been documented. The
frog was not collected, so no prognosis is possible.
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