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ABSTRACT 

 

The primary influence of RVing and Camping is a desire or reconnection to nature and a simpler 

life. These desires are caused by a stressful society and the ability to find the means and the 

platform to achieve and understand oneself through a meaningful lifestyle. Many individuals 

desire to reconnect to activities of their youth and others are attracted through the process of 

environmental factors. Whatever the process, there is a growing demand for an RVing lifestyle. 

Individuals are constantly adapting and reinventing the movement to meet their needs. 

 

Key Words: Airstream, Vintage RVs, RV history, RV lifestyle. 

 

PERSPECTIVE 

 

The information in this article was generated from an interview. This format is new to the 

Journal. The information was developed through an open ended interview design. The ability to 

adapt and adjust will influence the RVing movement. The need for adventure and exploration 

still exist as a basic human need and it is the job of the manufacture to meet these needs. If the 

manufacturers cannot meet the need, then customization or individualization of equipment is 

extremely important. 
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HISTORY 

 

Equipment 

 

I don’t have any RV equipment as I am currently in the process of acquiring one. I’m particularly 

interested in finding a vintage RV, preferably an Airstream. Working for Airstream and being 

involved with their museum has sparked my love for vintage travel trailers. Therefore, my search 

is focused on finding a RV from the 1950s era. The 50s are hard to find and I may have to go 

with a 60s. I’m trying to find an airstream and then renovate it into basically a new airstream. 

 

Chronicle 

 

Indeed, the airstream industry and the RV industry as a whole, experienced significant growth 

after the Great Depression. Due to financial limitations, many individuals were unable to afford 

homes or find work in their current locations. 

 

As a result, they turned to RVs as a practical solution. Wally Byam, the founder of Airstream, 

recognized this need and began selling plans for individuals to construct their own makeshift 

campers for just $5. These DIY trailers provided individuals with a portable dwelling that 

allowed them to travel in search of employment opportunities. 
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This marked the beginnings of the RV lifestyle and set the stage for the thriving RV industry we 

have today. 

 

After World War 2, soldiers returned from the war seeking stress relief and a chance to explore 

and travel. This desire led to a significant growth in the recreational vehicle (RV) industry, 

including the popularity of airstreams. It became a movement focused on people traveling, 

reconnecting with nature, and finding solace outside of cities. This shift represented a return to 

our tribal society’s roots and provided an opportunity for individuals to experience life outside 

the confines of urban living. 

 

Influences 

  

In times of economic decline, individuals tend to gravitate towards a more cost-effective form of 

travel and leisure, such as RVing and Camping. These options provide a more affordable 

alternative to expensive flights and hotels. By bringing their own food and utilizing their own 

resources, individuals can minimize expenses. Interestingly, during periods of economic 

downturn or restrictions like the COVID-19 pandemic, the popularity of RV usage actually 

increases. People are apprehensive about traveling long distances and staying in hotels due to 

various limitations. Instead, they find solace in the RV market, resulting in a significant surge 
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within the industry. Additionally, this shift towards camping and RVing and Camping fosters a 

sense of community as travelers connect with one another on their journeys. 

 

Trends 

 

American society is experiencing a shift in recent years, with the rise of industry and technology 

leading to a decline in interest in camping. However, there is a subset of individuals who are 

pushing back against this trend and embracing the simplicity that camping offers. Particularly 

among younger generations, there is a growing desire to reconnect with the past and embrace a 

more straightforward way of living. This longing for simplicity can be traced back to our history 

as pioneers moving westward, where we relied on RVs and wagon trains for transportation. 

Although our company has moved away from these roots as it has grown, I believe there will be 

a future change that brings us back to our camping heritage. 

 

Audiences   

 

There has been a noticeable shift in the travel and recreational habits of individuals over the past 

few decades. In the 1960s through the 1990s, there was a surge in popularity for budget-friendly 

options RVing and Camping. During this time, people actively engaged in outdoor activities like 

biking, hiking, and fishing alongside their camping trips. 
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However, as society transitioned into a more technologically centered era, there has been a 

decline in interest for these outdoor pursuits. With the advent of smartphones and streaming 

services, there is a pervasive desire for instant gratification and convenience. People now prefer 

to stay at home and indulge in passive entertainment like watching TV shows on Netflix or 

engaging with social media platforms. 

 

Nevertheless, it is worth noting that within the younger demographic - particularly those who 

come after the millennials - there is a growing subset that seeks simplicity and disconnection 

from digital devices. These individuals are drawn to the nostalgic appeal of camping and outdoor 

activities as they yearn for a simpler way of life away from the constant connectivity of modern 

technology. 

 

Camping has become more accessible and comfortable with the advancements in technology. 

Traditionally, camping required a lot of manual labor such as cutting firewood and setting up 

camp. However, modern conveniences like power-assisted items, furnaces, and water heaters 

have made camping easier for older generations. Travel trailers now offer all the comforts of 

home without the need for extensive physical exertion. As a result, many individuals from the 

boomer age are still able to enjoy RV and Camping travel. 
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When it comes to the preferences of different generations, there are some key differences that 

can be observed. The older generation tends to prioritize ease of use and simplicity, while also 

valuing essential power items such as furnaces, water heaters, and stoves for their comfort. On 

the other hand, the younger generation relies heavily on technology in their daily lives. They 

require constant connectivity through devices like traveling Wi-Fi and access to the internet for 

social media interactions. This is because many of them engage in activities such as blogging and 

creating content for platforms like YouTube. While both generations enjoy similar activities, it is 

crucial for millennials to stay connected at all times due to their reliance on technology and the 

internet. 

 

Nomads 

 

One interesting aspect to consider is the lifestyle of nomadic individuals who truly embrace a 

mobile way of life by living in their recreational vehicles (RVs). Many of these individuals have 

the ability to work remotely, which has been made possible through the advancements in 

technology and the availability of Wi-Fi connectivity in travel trailers. This newfound 

opportunity allows them to work from virtually anywhere, transforming their RV into a 

functional office space. This trend has become particularly prominent during times like the 

COVID-19 pandemic, where individuals sought ways to stay connected while still enjoying their 

wanderlust. A notable example is the use of Airstream trailers, which have been popular among 

this demographic due to their provision of office setups and reliable Wi-Fi connections. 



 

57 
 

Moreover, this lifestyle appeals not only to young professionals but also older generations who 

desire flexibility. They travel across various parts of the country while still maintaining 

connections with family members residing in different locations. 

 

One intriguing aspect to consider is the lifestyle of nomadic individuals who fully embrace a 

mobile way of life by residing in their recreational vehicles (RVs). Many of these individuals 

have the ability to work remotely, thanks to technological advancements and the widespread 

availability of Wi-Fi connectivity in travel trailers. This newfound opportunity enables them to 

work from virtually anywhere, effectively transforming their RV into a functional office space. 

This trend has gained significant prominence during times like the COVID-19 pandemic, as 

people sought ways to remain connected while satisfying their wanderlust. A remarkable 

example is the use of Airstream trailers, which have garnered immense popularity among this 

demographic due to their provision of office setups and reliable Wi-Fi connections. Moreover, 

this lifestyle appeals not only to young professionals but also older generations who crave 

flexibility as they journey across different parts of the nation while still maintaining connections 

with family members scattered throughout various locations. 

 

If I had to estimate, I would say that the percentage of the population who falls into this category 

is relatively low, probably around 10%. However, what has truly amazed me is the younger 

demographics’ embrace of this lifestyle. We have witnessed a significant number of young 

individuals who are able to work remotely and even travel full-time in trailers while 

homeschooling their children. This shift indicates a slight change in the overall perception and 
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adoption of this lifestyle, although it still remains a niche segment within the broader RV 

population. 

 

Outcomes   

 

I'm interested in discussing some of the outcomes associated with the growing popularity of 

travel trailers and RVs. As more and more individuals embrace this lifestyle, we are witnessing a 

rise in generational travelers. Many young people who grew up with nostalgia for airstreams, 

often referred to as "future airstreamers," are now choosing to purchase their own RV or 

airstream. This trend highlights the generational appeal and desire to continue the tradition of 

traveling in these iconic vehicles.  

 

Moreover, the nomadic lifestyle has gained traction online, with influencers showcasing their 

adventures and inspiring others to follow suit. This has had a significant impact on the travel 

trailer community, including enthusiasts who own class B vans and converted school buses 

known as "schoolies." The allure of freely exploring new places while having all essential 

amenities readily available is truly captivating.  

 

Overall, it is evident that travel trailers have become a symbol of both nostalgia and freedom, 

enticing individuals from various generations to embark on their own memorable journeys. 

Freedom and independence are often seen as significant outcomes, particularly in a time where 
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younger individuals face financial challenges and feel trapped by debt and their jobs. This leads 

to a greater desire for freedom, prompting individuals to seek new experiences and explore the 

world. However, this mindset can also have its drawbacks as some people no longer want to 

work and instead focus on carefree travel and enjoyment without the responsibility of a job. On 

the other hand, mental health is becoming a major concern in our society, with an epidemic of 

mental illnesses across the country. Seeking solace in nature has been a well-known remedy for 

centuries, offering an escape from the pressures of daily life. As stress levels rise due to political 

issues, financial concerns, and economic uncertainties, many individuals are seeking refuge from 

these anxieties by prioritizing their mental well-being over work commitments. 

 

There are individuals who simply desire to travel and enjoy themselves without the burden of 

holding a job. However, it is important to consider the aspect of mental health, as our society is 

currently facing a significant epidemic in this area. Mental illnesses have become prevalent 

throughout the country, and one way to find solace from these issues is by immersing oneself in 

nature. This concept has been practiced for centuries. With the increasing levels of stress and 

anxiety caused by political events, financial matters, and overall economic concerns, 

disconnecting from these pressures and experiencing the freedom that nature provides can bring 

about a profound sense of emotional liberation. 
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Social Aspect  

 

The social aspect of camping is undeniably significant. Throughout my upbringing, I had the 

opportunity to go camping and stay in various locations, and without fail, I would always 

encounter strangers who ultimately became friends. It's an incredible experience to gather around 

a campfire, with neighboring campsites joining in as well. In that moment, it becomes a thriving 

community where race, religion, and geographical origins hold no importance. The primary 

focus revolves around sharing stories and establishing connections. 

 

In our modern world, people often crave freedom from their daily lives. However, genuine 

human connection seems to be lacking even with the presence of social media platforms that 

keep everyone interconnected virtually on a global scale. Camping provides an avenue for 

individuals to truly disconnect from their online personas and engage in meaningful interpersonal 

relationships. 

 

By immersing oneself in the outdoors and gathering around a campfire, people can reestablish 

that sense of connection they long for. It's a remarkable way to break through the barriers created 

by digital communication and truly experience the joy of being present with others in their 

authentic selves while surrounded by nature. 
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CURRENTS TRENDS 

 

Boon Docking 

 

In analyzing current trends, it is evident that there is a shift towards a particular direction. One 

prominent trend is the increasing popularity of bond docking, which involves camping off the 

grid. This trend seems to be influenced by various factors, including the impact of Covid-19. The 

rapid growth of the recreational vehicle (RV) industry led to campsites being fully booked for 

consecutive years, resulting in a significant desire for alternative camping options like bond 

docking. 

 

Interestingly, this movement towards bond docking is largely driven by younger individuals who 

seek isolation from crowded areas and prefer forming their own social circles or participating in 

intimate rally groups. As these preferences have always been inherent within certain 

demographics, there is now an increased emphasis on incorporating technology into these 

camping experiences. 

 

This technological integration primarily revolves around the usage of solar panels and batteries, 

enabling campers to embrace bond docking with minimal reliance on external power sources. It 

appears that this fusion of nature and technology represents the future trajectory embraced by 

individuals seeking unique outdoor experiences. 
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Overall, it is clear that the preference for bond docking demonstrates a growing desire among 

people to immerse themselves in self-contained adventures while maintaining connectivity with 

their surroundings through sustainable energy solutions such as solar panels and batteries. 

 

Technology 

 

There is a significant trend towards the adoption of electric vehicles, as well as electric trailers 

that can utilize solar power or other alternate sources of energy. This allows for off-grid camping 

experiences, catering to the preferences of many individuals. Rather than crowded campsites, 

people now seek the opportunity to disconnect from society and enjoy solitude in nature while 

still maintaining some social interaction by gathering with friends. 

 

The number of campsites is expected to grow in the future. However, there are positive and 

negative aspects to consider. On the positive side, more people may choose to go boon docking 

outside of official campsites, leading to an increase in government restrictions on camping in 

certain areas. State and national parks have already implemented limitations on motor vehicles 

and off-road vehicles. This trend might lead to further restrictions on camping in outsourced 

areas. On the other hand, there is also a growing demand for smaller campsites in different 

locations. Some individuals are purchasing personal properties and setting up a few RV spots for 

rent, providing more opportunities for camping in various areas. This trend towards smaller 
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campsites is becoming increasingly popular among campers who prefer a more intimate camping 

experience with fewer crowds. 

 

There is a growing trend of nostalgia for vintage units, not limited to just Airstreams, but also 

including all kinds of trailers. Even fiberglass trailers are being rebuilt by enthusiasts. Just like in 

the past, there is a resurgence of popularity for what was once beloved. People enjoy bringing 

back the older units as it brings back memories of their childhood camping experiences or their 

parents' era. The vintage following has grown significantly, with individuals embracing the DIY 

aspect of renovating and reviving these units themselves. It is also seen as a more affordable way 

to immerse oneself in the RV lifestyle, as one can purchase an older unit and customize it to their 

liking. Furthermore, for older generations, it provides an opportunity to disconnect from the fast-

paced modern world. 

 

Many of the newer units now come equipped with Wi-Fi, battery packs, and solar power 

capabilities, which can be quite convenient. However, it seems that many individuals are seeking 

to escape the city and disconnect from technology in order to enjoy some peace and quiet. They 

desire the simple comforts that they may require in a serene environment away from the hustle 

and bustle of daily life. 
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Climate 

 

The future of climate and energy seems to be leaning towards solar and battery technologies. 

While this may seem counterproductive in terms of environmental impact, there is still a need to 

address the other aspects that contribute to pollution. The shift away from propane and reliance 

on electric grids, which predominantly rely on coal power, is evident. This transition may present 

challenges in terms of accessing power at campsites or remote areas, but it also offers 

opportunities for self-sufficiency through solar and alternative energy sources. This trend allows 

individuals to have more freedom and control over their power supply by charging batteries 

while driving or staying at a campsite. However, it's important to consider the geographical 

factors that may affect the effectiveness of these solutions. Regions with cloudy weather, such as 

Canada or Seattle, might not benefit as much from this approach. Nevertheless, for camping 

enthusiasts in more favorable climates, this direction will likely gain popularity due to its ability 

to provide reliable power directly to their units while reducing reliance on traditional energy 

sources. 

 

Many individuals are purchasing RVs and bringing them directly to third-party companies for 

the installation of larger solar panels and battery packs. This trend has already begun in the 

industry, as more people are seeking ways to eliminate fossil fuels and rely on self-generated 

power sources. The shift towards sourcing one's own power is expected to become a dominant 

direction within the industry. 
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Interest Rates 

 

The economy has a significant impact on the RV market and interest rates play a key role. Over 

the past year and a half, as interest rates have risen, it has resulted in a decline in sales. This has 

led to an increase in the number of people purchasing used RVs or opting for DIY projects to 

rebuild their own. However, this trend is directly linked to the state of the economy. As the 

economy stabilizes, we anticipate a shift back towards new RV purchases. Typically, individuals 

entering the world of RVing start with smaller units or tenting options. Their passion for RVing 

grows over time, leading them to upgrade to larger units. We have observed this pattern in new 

sales over the past few years – people initially starting with smaller units due to limited 

knowledge and then expanding their experiences after gaining more familiarity with RV 

lifestyle. 

 

Many individuals initially consider purchasing a small camping unit for their outdoor adventures. 

However, as they progress through the decision-making process, they soon realize the need for 

additional storage space and accommodation for guests or family members. It is common for 

individuals to begin with a smaller footprint but eventually transition to a larger travel trailer 

within 2 to 3 years. This upgrade allows them to comfortably accommodate more people and 

enjoy enhanced amenities during their camping trips. 
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FUTURE  

 

Regulations 

 

Looking into the future, there are several primary influences that will shape our society. One of 

these influences is government regulation and the various factors that will come into play. It is 

evident that housing costs are on the rise and becoming increasingly unaffordable. Additionally, 

there is a looming possibility of another recession, which could have a significant impact on the 

real estate industry. However, amidst these challenges, there is potential for positive outcomes as 

well. The demand for smaller housing options may increase as people seek more affordable 

alternatives. This could lead to an uptick in camping and other unconventional living 

arrangements. Nevertheless, it's important to acknowledge that certain regions will be heavily 

affected by economic downturns, resulting in job losses and difficulties finding suitable housing. 

This may even spur individuals to embark on journeys reminiscent of the Great Depression era in 

order to secure employment opportunities elsewhere. While these circumstances pose challenges 

in terms of housing availability, perhaps the recreational vehicle (RV) industry can provide a 

solution for some individuals during these uncertain times. 

 

I believe that with the younger generation, particularly those who have recently graduated from 

college, there is a growing trend of preferring not to work full-time. Instead, they are leaning 

towards the idea of purchasing an RV and living in it. This alternative provides all the necessary 



 

67 
 

amenities for living without the burden of a hefty mortgage or expensive monthly payments. It 

grants younger individuals more freedom and a more affordable way of life. Moving forward, I 

anticipate this lifestyle choice becoming increasingly popular over the next 10 to 15 years. 

 

Simple Life 

 

The concept of simplifying our lifestyles has become increasingly important. In a society that is 

consumed by materialism and the constant desire to acquire more possessions, it's essential to 

take a step back and reassess our priorities. Younger generations are beginning to embrace this 

idea and are seeking ways to simplify their lives by moving away from excessive consumerism. 

While they may never part with their phones, which have become an integral part of their lives, 

they are gravitating towards a less extravagant way of life. The traditional American dream of 

owning a house with 2.5 kids and a dog behind a white picket fence is fading in popularity. 

Instead, the focus is shifting towards finding fulfillment in a more affordable and simpler 

lifestyle. 
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AI  

 

The impact of AI is expected to drive individuals towards a more streamlined way of living. 

Despite technological advancements making life easier, many people yearn for a simpler 

lifestyle. This shift may have unintended consequences and potentially hinder societal progress 

rather than enhance it. While AI presents promising possibilities in the medical and production 

fields, its overall influence may lead individuals to veer away from technology and embrace a 

more uncomplicated existence in the long run. 

 

International  

 

In the international market, towing vehicles can be quite challenging due to regulations and 

vehicle size restrictions. RVs in the international market are typically small units, which I 

personally believe is more beneficial for the world. Countries like Japan and China have 

embraced this concept with mini bands that are converted into RVs, optimizing space and 

providing everything you need. However, environmental factors also play a role. Limited land 

and unfavorable weather conditions can restrict mobility and comfort. In countries like China, 

where people are being forced into small apartments in big cities, living conditions vary greatly 

depending on individual circumstances such as extreme poverty or job opportunities. Ultimately, 

the feasibility of embracing a compact living lifestyle depends on each country's unique 

situation.   
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Internationally, it can be more challenging to pursue a nomadic lifestyle. The costs associated 

with living in extreme poverty-stricken areas may outweigh the benefits. However, if you opt for 

a smaller vehicle or a motorbike, it becomes easier to pack up and set up temporary shelter. 

Embracing a nomadic lifestyle rather than relying on trailers could be a suitable alternative. 

 

Our company has a strong presence in the international rally community. We are proud to have 

an active airstream caravan club that organizes rallies both within and outside of the United 

States. Our main focus is on Europe, particularly Germany, where we continue to host successful 

rallies. We maintain strong relationships with international caravan groups and are actively 

working on initiatives to facilitate travel exchanges between different markets. This includes 

providing European travelers with our trial travel trailers for their exploration in the US while 

allowing American travelers to do the same abroad. We believe that these partnerships will foster 

increased collaboration among various international caravan enthusiasts instead of operating in 

isolation. 

 

Education  

 

Education is crucial, especially for those who purchase a brand new RV. It requires a certain 

level of maturity in our mindset. The function of education in this context is twofold. In our 

industry and company, we have invested a significant amount of money and resources to create 
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an online resource page. This support site is filled with helpful materials, including how-to 

videos created by our service centers. These videos provide step-by-step guidance on different 

components and address common troubleshooting questions. By addressing the recurring 

inquiries from customers, we want to ensure that everyone has access to valuable information. 

Technology has played a vital role in facilitating this process, allowing people to easily find 

troubleshooting solutions through online videos and walk-throughs for various tasks related to 

their RVs. 

 

We provide a 24/7 helpline for any inquiries or issues you may have. Our dedicated team is 

available every day of the year, ready to assist and guide you through troubleshooting processes. 

This support becomes even more crucial as technology continues to evolve and become more 

complex, especially for those in the older generation. We understand their needs and ensure that 

step-by-step assistance is accessible. 

 

Additionally, we prioritize community engagement. Our airstream Caravan Club consists of over 

16,000 members who actively participate in international and national rallies. We encourage 

regional group rallies as well, as they provide an opportunity for experienced air streamers to 

connect with and mentor others. By fostering this sense of community among like-minded 

individuals, we create a platform where questions can be answered, problems can be solved, and 

knowledge can be shared. Together, we grow and learn from one another on this journey of 

exploration. 
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Customization  

 

I would be interested in hearing your thoughts on customization. Airstreams are quite popular for 

that purpose. Many people who customize them opt for commercial units and work with third-

party upfronters across the country. These upfronters offer blank shells to customers, allowing 

them to create fully customized units according to their preferences. This trend is especially 

popular among musicians, movie stars, and other individuals in the industry. Although it comes 

at a higher cost, this option provides the flexibility to build exactly what they desire. Another 

trend is buying vintage RVs from the 60s or 70s where the shell is still in great condition and 

remodeling the interior to their liking. While customization is often associated with vintage units, 

it can also be done on new units as well. 
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Photographic Essay 
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