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A Study on Expressions with the Body Part Word “Mouth”

TAKENAKA Sayaka
Graduate Student, Hitotsubashi University / Adjunct Researcher, Research Department, NINJAL

Abstract

The word “mouth”is not only used to signify a body part but also to express several other meanings.
In this study, I investigate the meanings and frequency of usage of such expressions using the
Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese, in comparison with a Japanese dictionary,
IPAL, and Word List by Semantic Principles. The meanings are classified into “language,” “cating
and drinking,” “things coming in and out,” “expressions and attitudes,” “kinds,” and “other,” with
“language” being the most frequently appearing. Expressions related to language and eating and
drinking are easily associated with the basic functions of the mouth; however, others, such as those
related to “kinds,” have meanings that have expanded beyond that.

Since many expressions with “mouth” are widely used idiomatically, they would be easier to
understand if example sentences are provided in the semantic classification. I show that in the
Word List by Semantic Principles, the presentation of example sentences can make the usage of
the word “mouth” easier to understand.
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