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Beyond Sustainability 
Curriculum Integration
Educating Otherwise



May 2024?





Sustainability Curriculum Integration

Implicit 
Theory of Change?



2 Million Bachelor’s Degrees
1 Million Graduate Degrees

Every May, of the millions of graduates, a 
critical number fan out into communities and 

into every profession where they have the 
understanding, vision, and practical experience 
to help lead efforts to regenerate everything.



Is it happening?
Is it working?



enormous gap between the scale of 
the challenge and our responses  



Sustainability
Integration





A Hard Truth

“Almost everything being done in the name 
of sustainable development addresses and 

attempts to reduce unsustainability. But 
reducing unsustainability, although critical, 
does not and will not create sustainability” 

 

 --John R. Ehrenfeld, Sustainability by Design



    “Avoidance”
    “Magical Thinking”









More Sustainable?



Less Unsustainable!







More Sustainable?



Less Unsustainable



How do we ensure that our graduates are 
not our institutions’ most harmful emissions?



Our higher ed institutions have not 
yet made the bold transformations 
needed to address the depth, scale, 
and nature of our challenges.  
      It all amounts to . . . 





WITH 
A LITTLE MORE 
GREEN



What do we do?  



More of what we’re 
already doing?



Fallacy of 
Sustainability 

Education



First – clarity about 
our assumptions



We need . . . 
• Clarity about the scope, scale, and nature of 
the challenge so that we can approach our 
work with inspired, courageous purpose. 

 

• Clarity about what we think we’re doing 
and why so we actually produce graduates 
who are empowered to work towards a 
sustainable future.



How serious is our 
predicament? 











1.



2. This is Solvable 

The problems can be 
addressed adequately 
with changes to policy 

and practice, plus 
technological solutions

From Hospicing Modernity, Vanessa Machado de Oliveira



3. Transformation Needed
We will need to take concerted 
collective action and mobilize 
political will in order to enable 
the kind of transformations that 
can adequately address the 
serious problems we face.

From Hospicing Modernity, Vanessa Machado de Oliveira



4. Time to Hospice Modernity
The depth and magnitude of the problems we 
face will make impossible the continuity of our 
existing ways of knowing, being and relating; 
we will need to disinvest from dominant 
problem-solving strategies and tap into exiled 
capacities to address these challenges.

From Hospicing Modernity, Vanessa Machado de Oliveira



5.







Right Answer?



All of the Above
(minus the shopping and imminent apocalypse)



Why are solutions 
and collective action 

not enough?



Answers

•They will never do more than make an 
unsustainable system somewhat less unsustainable.

•Successes within Business-as-Usual tend to 
decrease creative tension

•We literally can’t imagine what a sustainable future 
looks like





At some point in the near future . . .



Not Apocalypse



Miami







Pivotal Moment





Barriers Evaporate
Obstacles to action will melt away, and higher 
education sustainability educators (aka, you) will be 
called on to present your plans for rapidly 
transforming the purposes and practices of higher 
education in order to respond to the planetary crisis.





What do we . . . do?
What initiatives, what purposes, 

and what kind of learning will 
help us transform beyond BAU?



What do colleges and 
universities need to be or 

become to stay relevant once 
the the sh*t has hit the fan?



In Groups
What would you propose we do 
when barriers to implementation 
melt away? Generate a list of 
initiatives & priorities . . .



But . . .

Most of us have trouble imagining 
anything other than schooling-as-

usual with greener stuff and a 
greener curriculum.

Why?



The Juggernaut of Modernity



http://blakkreign.deviantart.com/art/End-Of-The-Road-54717011



http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dutch_green_train.jpg
This file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 Generic license.



http://blakkreign.deviantart.com/art/End-Of-The-Road-54717011



“Now for the first time in human history, a 
particular worldview is becoming conscious 

of its own impending fall and has the 
opportunity to consciously re-forge its 

worldview to confront the threat.”  
     --Jon Kohl

A Unique Historical Moment 



Yes, but we are stuck on the 
juggernaut of modernity. 

 Why?
Because it’s not out there. It’s in us.



Modernity



Entranced 
by a vision of the future that has 

been implanted in our minds

What is that vision?
from www.mentaloptima.com













http://blakkreign.deviantart.com/art/End-Of-The-Road-54717011



http://blakkreign.deviantart.com/art/End-Of-The-Road-54717011



http://blakkreign.deviantart.com/art/End-Of-The-Road-54717011



http://blakkreign.deviantart.com/art/End-Of-The-Road-54717011





Right Answer?



All of the Above
(minus the shopping and imminent apocalypse)





Sustainability Curriculum Integration 
for the Great Turning

1. Actions to slow the damage to 
Earth and its beings;

2. Analysis and transformation of the 
foundations of our common life;

3. A fundamental shift in worldview 
and values (i.e., getting off track)











This is Solvable (No, but . . .)

The problems can not be 
addressed adequately with 

changes to policy and practice, 
plus technological solutions, 
but we must slow damage to 

the Earth and its beings.
From Hospicing Modernity, Vanessa Machado de Oliveira



Transformation Needed
We will need to take concerted 
collective action and mobilize 
political will in order to enable 
the kind of transformations that 
can adequately help address 
the serious problems we face.

From Hospicing Modernity, Vanessa Machado de Oliveira



Time to Hospice Modernity
The depth and magnitude of the problems we 
face will make impossible the continuity of our 
existing ways of knowing, being and relating; 
we will need to disinvest from dominant 
problem-solving strategies and tap into exiled 
capacities to address these challenges.

From Hospicing Modernity, Vanessa Machado de Oliveira





Vanessa Machado de Oliveira



decolonialfutures.net









Threefold Curriculum Integration
• Greening the Curriculum

(aka Solutionist)

• Critical Education for Sustainability
(aka Transformation and Justice)

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

• Education Otherwise
(aka Decolonial, Shifts in Consciousness & Worldview )



Education Otherwise

What does it look like 
in practice?









Imagine building these
into Curriculum Integration
Initiatives



Emergent Change
•No quantifiable, predetermined outcomes
•No reductive technical solutions
•No strategic plans







Schooling-as-Usual

A Radical Way of Working Together



How has education 
contributed to the problem?

How has formal education colonized our hearts, intellect 
and imagination with messages about and desires for 

individualistic metropolitan consumerism?









Our institutions must become 
simultaneously more like retreat 
centers and more like hubs of 

community engagement.





Thank You!

Paul Morgan
pmorgan@wcupa.edu

mailto:pmorgan@wcupa.edu
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