THE CHOCTAW ACADEMY
CAROLYN THOMAS FOREMAN
(Continued from December Number).

That the Academy had at least one law student in
1835 is shown by a letter to the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs from John Jones: “I have been busy reading law
gince the government has made an appropriation to aid me
... I have not yet made a sufficient progress . . . to enable
me to go in business: and I find by information which Col.
R. M. Johnson gave me that the term was only two years,
and which will expire next January ... I anxiously and
gratefully solicit the government that the term might be
continued to two years longer, for I am very desirous to go
through a regular course in the study . .. that if the ap-
propriation is not extended that my object in view will be
entirely frustrated . .. " Johnson adds that “Mr. Jones is a
very worthy young man & very promising . . . I should be
very glad if the request . . . could be extended as he wishes
and if that cannot be done to extend it one year more.”12

The superintendent and inspectors formulated rules to
govern the workshops from and after May 1, 1835, agree-
ably to instructions from the War Department dated March
7, 1835. No student was to be compelled to labor in any
of the shops, or learn a trade except by his own free choice,
or by special directions of his parents.

The superintendent was to procure all materials and
suitable instructors on the best possible terms and a set of
double entry books was to be kept showing purchases and
sales. “The workmen employed . . . shall not only be de-
cent Men of Sober and steady habits, but well skilled in
the particular Arts of their respective professions.

“The net proceeds of the Shops (after paying all the
debts thereof) shall be divided among the boys who per-
form labor . . . a part of which shall be given to them dur-

12John Tipton , U. S. Senator from Indiana, wrote Herring advis-
ing the purchase of one or two hundred dollars worth of law books for
a library for such students.
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ing their stay at the Academy; and the balance on leaving
school.”

Armstrong, the Choctaw agent wrote Herring, July 18,
1835 that he had collected ten Choctaw boys and put them
under the charge of John Millard who was to start for Ken-
tucky the next day. Two of the districts refused to allow
their boys to go and the other sent only four. Mr. Millard
“‘was sent over Red river, and the fact of his being acquaint-
ed with the Indians enabled him to succeed in picking up
the number by taking several very large boys, but it was
the best that could be done.

“My duty requires me frankly to state that unless
something is done, they will refuse before long to send
their children at all, because they consider the promises
and arrangements heretofore made, with Colonel Johnson,
have not been complied with . . . Again the boys that
return from the Academy, continue to give such awful
accounts of it, that it must fail unless an effort is made to
conciliate these people . . . These people have their
prejudices; and they have their rights; and there are very
many among them who know them; and will not be neg-
lected . . .

At this time there were 166 pupils and the inspectors
report (July 30 and 31, 1835) that those who are devoting
a part of their time to the mechanical arts are making con-
siderable progress. A shop had been opened for making
shoes; one for wagon making; a tailor shop and black
smith shop where those trades were taught by competent
persons who were paid a fixed salary: “ . . . after
paying this & the cost of the materials & incidental ex-
penses, the entire profits of the shops are divided among
the students for their sole benefit, to supply them with any
reasonable extra sums for extra accomodations of clothing
& to enable them at the close of their education to carry
with them a surplus fund home to enable them to purchase
books, and the tools & instruments for their trade . . .”

The report of Dr. Edward L. Branham to the trustees
of the Academy in November 1835, is a quaint document
“ . . The health of the boys has for the last three
months been as good if not better than experienced
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the last twelve months . . . I have viewed with feelings
of complacency the gentlemanly deportment, cleanliness,
and total abstainance of the boys from everything that
would have a tendency to debilitate the system, impair the
constitution, and render them unhappy subjects on earth

“Everything that is necessary to make them comfort-
able is amply and bountifully supplied by their great pro-
genitors to whom they are indebted for preservation, and
civilization in those arts and sciences now understood and
practiced by them honor is reflected on the names of Two
venerable patriots who have conducted their institution in
such a mysterious and unparaluled manner . . .”

Time of enter-

Names of Students Ages Tribe ing the school

1. A. Christy 16  Choct. Jany 1827

2. G. H. Washington 17 “ Oct. 1829

3. B.Franklin 18 “ Sep. 1831

4. L. Columbus 14 “ Oct. 1830

6. G.W. Trahern 16 “ Apr. 1831

6. Chas. Fry 16 “ Ap. 1833

7. Davis James 20 “ May 1834

8. H. N. Folsom 18 “ Apr. 1833

9. E. Pitchlynn 16 “ Mar. 1832

10. Adam Nail 18 “ Apr, 1834
11. J. N .Trahern 21 “ Ap. 1831
12. Jer Byington 20 “ June 1831
13. L. A. Calvin 24 “ June 1831
14. Harris Williams 19 “ June 1831
16. John Wade 20 “ Ap. 1832
16. Simon Wade 17 Choct. Ap. 1834
17. G. T. Washington 21 “ June 1831
18. Daniel Miller 16 “ Ap. 1834
19. J. C. Brandon 13 “ June 1831
20. A. Franklin 18 “ June 1831
21. D. Perkins 17 “ Ap.1834
22. Joseph Folsom 17 “ Ap. 1834
28. George James 18 “ June 1831
24. Thomp McKenny 17 “ Ap. 1832

26. John James 18 “ June 1831



80
26,

28.
29.
80.
81

32.

33.
34.

35.

36.

37.
38.
39.
40.

41.

42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

61.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
67.
58.

60.

61.
62.
63.
64.
66.

Chronicles of Oklahoma

Geo. G. Gains
L. B. Tranier

16
18

Joseph P. Lancaster 14

Solomon Allen
Jes. Jones

A. Holson

A. Holston

B. Nelson

Chas. Jones
Lewis Garland
Wm. Robuck
John Pitchlynn
Wm. McClan
Benj. Nail
Robt. Clark
Christ Columbus
A. Wade

T. Freasure

Ch. A. Campbell
Jef Jenkins

B. Millard

A. Severe

Jas. D. Black
Silas Ward
Nelson Ward
Wall McCan
Coffee Folsom
Jno. Page

L. Cass

Lewis Dodge
Jno. R. Cotton
Chas. B. Henderson
Jno. McClair
Tho. Brainerd
And. Weir

Saml. Leonard
Geo. Gains

B. Worland
Jno. Wesley
Harris McGilberry

19
16
16
13
18
14
14
13
13
12
11
14

June 1831
Ap. 1834
Ap. 1831

Aug. 1836

June 1831
Ap. 1832
Ap. 1832

Aug. 1836
Ap. 1832
Ap. 1832

Aug. 1836
Jun. 1832
Ap. 1834
May 1834

Aug. 1835

Aug. 1836

Aug. 1836

Aug. 18356

Aug. 1836
May 1834

Aug. 1835
Ap. 1834
Ap. 1832
Ap. 1832
Ap. 1832
Ap. 1834
Ap. 1834
Ap. 1834
Ap. 1834
Ap. 1834

Nov. 1834

Nov. 1834

Nov. 1834

Nov. 1834

Nov. 1834

Nov. 1834

Nov. 1834

Nov. 1834

Aug. 1836

May 1834



o

PEINeT RS

N N N

The Choctaw Academy

G. Harris

Jno. Payne

Jas. Johnson
Genl. Tipton
Joel Wallingford
John Liebe

J. T. Mason
Thos. L. McKenny
Jno. Tipton
Tho. Jefferson
Peter Mose

R. M. Johnson
Robt. M. Byer
N, D. Grover
Wm. Marshall
Jas. Jackson
Henry Clay
Franc Dardeen
Jas. Boner

Jno. B. Rushavill
Tho. Evans

Wm. Godfrey
Wm. Cass

Jack Lasell
Wwilly Vily
Geo. W. Hoard
Jno. H. Eaton
F. C. Mc Calla
J. D. Wescott
Wily Thompson
W. P. Duvall
Rufus King

N. Jackson

G. Layfayette
W. Eaton

Wm. Walker

G. Harrod

Geo. W. Colonels
Jno. Smith

E. Beaver

“

Potawatamie

Quapaw
“

“

“

Creeks

81

Sep. 1831
May 1827
May 1827
July 1830

Nov.

Jan.

1838
1834

May 1826
May 1836
May 1826
May 1826
May 1835

Jan.
Aug.
Jan.
Aug.

1834
1835
1834
1834

June 1834

Aug.

1836

June 1834
June 1830

Jun.

1830

June 1830
July 1831
July 1831
July 1831
July 1831

Ap.
. 1834
. 1834
. 1834
. 1834
. 1834
. 1830
. 1830
. 1830
De.

1834

1830

Nov.1827

Oct.
Oct.
Oct.

1829
1829
1834

Oct. 1834



12.
9
14,
15.
16.
17.

18.

19.

Chronicles of Oklahoma

Jas. Kenedy
Jas. Hogan

L. Marshall

D. Barnett
Robt. Sullivan
Ewd. Carr

A. Sawyer

J. 8. Gardner
. Marshall
Tho. Marshall
H. T. Martin
0. L Ross

Jno. Brown
A. Fields

W. Hunter
Gceo. Ross

Joel Smith
Jno. Thompson
Sonora Hicks
Jas. Falling
Cly. Campbell
Philip Watts
Stephen Perry
0. Love

F. McClish

S. Love

Jno. B. Love
Nelson Barton
Tho. H. Benton
Robt. Johnson
Jno. E. Anderson
Logan Alberson
Jas. K. Polk
Hugh L. White
Wm. Brown
Geo. Colbert
M. Tarver
Cobst. Carter
Levi Perry

B. R. Alberson
M. Freasure

12
13
13
11
11
13
12
13
10
13
18
14
14
17
18
19
15
18
11
14
14
17
18
11
11
10
16
13
12
13
14
10
12
14
12
12
13
12
12
14
14

Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Oct.
Ap.
May
Ap.
May
May
May
Ap.
May
May
May
Ap.
May
Nov.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Nov.
Mar.
Nov.
Nov.
Mar.
Nov.
Mar.
Mar.
Npv.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

1834
1834
1834
1834
1834
1834
1834
1834
1834
1834
1838
1834
1833
1831
1834
1834
1833
1834
1834
1834
1833
1834
1834
1836
1835
1835
1834
1836
1834
1834
1835
1834
1835
1836
1834
18385
1835
1836
1834
1834
1834



The Choctaw Academy 88

Upon the occasion of the 1835 autumn inspection *
the whole school was marched out and formed in one line
for inspection—They had just recd. their winter clothing
and were in fine health, which gave them a most interest-
ing appearance . . ."13

Mr. Henderson writes his patron Vice President John-
son, April 1, 1836, “I have dismissed Lewis Calvin and shall
send home the following Boys with him who have not be-
haved well and appear anxious to return with Calvin—viz
Lewis Calvin, John Wade, Simon Wade, Daniel Miller,
James McGilby, Lewis Dodge and Thomas Brainard all
Choctaws . . . Ihave just put down on the list two Boys
less from the Chickasaws as Mr. Love has sent for his two
sons [John B. and Overton Lovel and I think I had better
let them go i

The Academy was in a flourishing condition April 1,
1836, having none on the sick list and “. . . The morals
of the youths . . . are made a subject of our highest
regard and constant attention .” There were 164
Indian pupils. The tribes, names and ages follow:

Choctaws Viz

Name aged years Name aged years

1. John Wesley 19 31. E. Pitchlynn 16
2. Wall McCann 20 32. A. Christy 16
3. Brown Nelson. 18 33. S. Ward 15
4. Branard Millard 18 34. C. Jones 14
5. Jas. N. Trahorn 21 85. J. P. Lancaster 14

6. Solomon Allen 19 36. John James 18
7. T. Frazier 18 37. (Botton of page, either
8. H. N. Folsom 18 cut of torn.)

9. J. D. Black 20 38. G.S. Gains 15
10. C. Folsom 18 39. L. Columbus 14
11. C. Henderson 18 40. Wm. McClair 12
12. J. Byrington 20 41. D. James 20
13. J. Cotton 18  42. C. Columbus 14
14. G. Gains 18 43. A. Sevier 18
15. L. B. Tranier 18  44. T. McKenny 17

13William Suggett, Chmrmnn A. Brookings, John T, Jolmson J. F.
Robi S. M. Ngo%l, A son, and B. Worlaﬁd inspecto: '
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B. B. Worland 18 45. N. Ward 13
A. Weir 18 46. J. Pitchlynn 13
C. A. Campbel 17 47. C. Fry 16
J. McClair 18 48. J. Jenkins 9
A. Wade 16 49. Ben. Nail 11
A. Nail 18 50. L. Garland 14
B. Franklin 18 51. G. L. Harris 16
G. W. Trahern 16 52. G. T. Washington 21
Lewis Cass 16 53. H. Williams 19
J. Jones 16 54. A. Franklin 18
John Page 14 55. D. Perkins 17
Samuel Leonard 16 56. G. H. Washington 17
A. Holston 16 57. J. Folsom 17
R. Clark 14 58. G. James 16
Wm. Robuck 13 59. G. C. Brandon 13
Creeks Viz

Name ears Nai ears
Triarshell 1T 0.V Reneay U 15
A. Sawyer 12 10. R. Sulliven 11
E. Carr 13 11. P. Marshell 14
L. Marshell 13 12. D. Barnett 11
J. Smith 13 13. G. Herod 18
J. Hogan 138 14. G. W. Colonels 16
J. S. Gardner 138 15. (Torn or cut paper.)
E. Bever 13

Chickasaws Viz
Name aged iyenrs Name ) aged years
S. Berry 8 10. F. McClish 11
H. L. White 14 11. R. Johnson 13
J. E. Anderson 14 12. W. Brown 12
B. R. Alberson 14 13. T. H. Benton 12
S. Love 10 14. N, Barton 13
M. Frasier 14 15. J. N. Polk 12
L. Perry 12 16. M. Tarver 18
C. Carter 12 17. L. Alberson 10
G. Colbert 12

Cherokees Viz
Name aged years Name aged years
W. Hunter 18 7. H. T. Martin 18

Chronicles of Oklahoma
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2. A. Fields 17 8. C. Campbell 14
3. P. Watts 17 9. J. Smith 16
4. 0. Ross 14 10. J. Thompson 18
6. G. Ross 19 11. S. Hicks 11
6 J. Brown 14 12. J. Falling 14
Miamies Viz
Na, red N, d g
L Wocass i 4 J Lasen U
2. J. B. Rishiville 17 5. W. Godfrey 19
3. W. Vily 18
Semenoles Viz
Name aged year: N aged
1. W. P. Duvaul ¢ i«l ° 4. Jmf) Waiscott e i"(z)nm
2. W. Thompson 12 5. J. H. Eaton 16
3. G. W. Hord 14 6. F. C. McCalla 14
Quapaws Viz
Name aged years Name aged ycars
1. N. Jackson 15 3. W. Eaton 7
2. G. Lafayette 16 4. R. King 14

Henry M. Folsom, an ambitious lad from the Choctaw
Nation writes Herring April 4, 1836 from the Academy:
“Yours of March 24 has just been recd. and I am very sorry
to find in it, a refusal to appropriate a sum sufficiently
large, to enable me to study Medicine. It was at the insti-
gation of nearly all the principle men of the Choctaw Na-
tion, that I resolved to embark in that study . . .”

Answering an inquiry of Capt. James Rogers, in regard
to two Choctaw boys taken home from the Academy by Mr.
Alex Brown, Andrew Ross writes from Washington May 11,
1836 “. . . all that I know about it is from letters which I
recd. from my sons about that time giving an acct. of the
death of Black Coat—of the departure of Mr. Brown & . ..
I think Mr. Brown must have left the Choctaw Academy
about the last of March 1835 or within a few days of that
time . . "

Timothy Walker, a Cherokee from Alabama entered
upon his studies at the Academy June 7, 1836 and Oliver



86 Chronicles of Oklechoma

and George Ross were taken home by their father shortly
afterward.!4

Robert McCalla was appointed an inspector in June
and Dr. Branham submits his report to the trustees. After
speaking of the fine health of the students and of their
wardrobe and diet which “‘are suitable to render them Com-
fortable and happy,” he notes an innovation in “A Bath
House” which had “lately been constructed for their resort
during the Spring and Summer which will be a great auxil-
lary to the health . .. and a means of preventing many of
the Vernal diseases incidental to our climate. It would be
treating the young men of this institution with injustice
not to mention their zeal and activity in supporting the
dignity of the establishment by adhering to, and rigidly
maintaining the rules of the institution

Herring directed Gov. Montford Stokes, subagent for
the Cherokee at Fort Gibson to send Thomas Jefferson
Rogers, William Rogers, and David Miller to the Academy
while Nicholas Smith was to be sent from Tennessee.
Stokes writes June 30, 1836: ‘““The three boys needed
clothing suitable for the journey and I have expended thirty
dollars for each of them, for that purpose. Two days later
Stokes writes that he has been busily employed in fitting out
the boys and that “The mother of the boy David Miller has
married a second time, and the boy has been somewhat
neglected, and straggling about, in bad company, so that I
had some difficulty in getting him. I think it is a fortunate
circumstance that he has gone to a respectable school.”

Stokes not having funds on hand was compelled to
secure the garments for the lads from Ed. W. B. Nowland,
the sutler at Fort Gibson, and draw on the department for
$631.75 in favor of Nowland. This bill included “Expense
of transportation for four Boys to Choctaw Academy . . .
and the return of two boys to the Cherokee Nation West
$431.75 and the service of the conductor to and from the
Academy $11 and $10 Expense of Collection the Boys for
the journey.”16

The same month Herring had directed William Arm-

140ffice of Indian Affairs “(HI2) Academy Scott Co. Ky. 1836.”
15]bid. “Schools (Cherokee West) S$36-37. I't. Gibson, 1836,
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strong, ‘Choctaw agent to send fifteen boys to the Kentucky
school and the latter writes July 14, 1836: “I dispatched
Mr. Clarke to Red river to procure ten boys which he did
and during his absence I obtained the remainder in this
district and succeeded in getting the boys off—on a Steam
Boat on the 9th of this month.

“The boys are more intelegent—and bid far to do bet-
ter than any who have gone on — I prepared them with
cloathing here, and gave Mr. Clarke funds to defray their
expenses . . . and directed him to take charge of such as
should be returned from the School — and also gave him
very particular directions to attend well to the boys — and
to guard them from going about the Boats—engine . . . By
the same Boat Gov. Stokes came this far [Choctaw Agencyl
with three Cherokee boys . . . leaving them with Mr. C.”16

In August 1836 the Academy was visited by Abel
Pepper, agent for the Potawatamie Indians who wrote C.
A. Harris, the new Commissioner of Indian Affairs, that he
is very favorably impressed with the school.

Mr. Clarke who took the fifteen lads to Kentucky re-
turned with seven boys September 1, 1836. For the trip
east “the boys were furnished with clothing to make them
comfortable; on the way, they slept in the cabin of the
boat, on their own blankets; . . . the season of the year
made it more difficult to get on and anything like travel-
ling expenses had greatly increased; hereafter said Arm-
strong, “when the boys are to go on to the Academy, I
would recommend that it be so arranged that they leave
here in June, they will then be able to return by water.
Mr. Clarke had to get back with his seven boys at a greater
expense, by land from the mouth of Arkansas river in con-
sequence of the boats having stopped running.”1?

A month later Henderson writes Cass of the arrival
of Clarke with the Choctaw and Cherokee youths on Sep-
tember 26. This makes “at this institution 65, the number
provided for by the [Choctaw] nation: Viz 25 under the

167bid. “Schools (Choctaw) A39 ete. Choctaw Agency 1836.”

17Ibid. “Schools (Choctaw A39, ctc. Choctaw Agency 1836, A-39.)”
The expenses for returning the scven boys to the Choctaw Nation wore
$427.87. One of the boys went to Vicksburg near where his mother
lived, not having yet emigrated (ibid. A-46).
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first arrangement, and 40 by the Treaty of Dancing Rabit
Creek ... a few days before the arrival of these last 15, we
had the misfortune to loose one by the name of Solomon
Allen [age 19] by death .. .18

The first week in January 1837 Johnson was making
arrangements for eleven “Boys from the Choctaw Nation
to fill one vacancy & to supply the place of ten Boys who
will be sent home 1st of July . ..” He wishes Captain
Armstrong to bring the lads and requests that one of the
chiefs or braves accompany the party in order to see the
school. If Armstrong cannot come he wishes Clarke, his
clerk to represent him since he has had the experience of
a previous trip. He also wishes Mr. Harris or Mr. Kurtz
to visit his school the following summer.

Henderson has the sad duty of reporting to Secretary
Cass the death of Timothy Frazier at the Academy on Oct-
ober 23, 1836, and Samuel Leonard on the 30th. These
two deaths reduced the number of the Choctaw pupils to 63.

A letter from the Indian Office, March 14, 1837 to
Captain Armstrong directs that two Cherokee children
were to accompany the party of Choctaws to the Academy:
“The relatives of the late Templin W. Ross, an emigrant
from the Cherokee nation east, in 1832, who died after his
arrival West, leaving several children, are anxious to have
charge of the two youngest, a boy & a girl, for the purpose
of educating them and bring them up properly ... It is
our wish that the children should be sent to Harrisburg in
Penna. where their uncle Robert J. Ross Esq will receive
them. If my young friend Mr. G. W. Clarke . . . should ac-
company the party I feel assured he will do everything in
his power for their comfort . ..”

In April Armstrong received an order for twelve Choc-
taw boys to go to the Kentucky school and made arrange-
ments to have them at the Academy on time. He writes
Doctor Gray that he will have the Ross children brought to
the Choctaw agency so that the Department may inform
their uncle in Harrisburg. Doctor Gray wrote Mr. Ross re-
garding the children of his late brother and Ross decided

™ 181bid. “Schools (Choctaw Academy) H12, 9-30, 1836 Henderson,
05.
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@Yis is t0 @ww@, To all whom it may
concern, That ~7tecd A Jda //n/x« )youlll,
has been a regular scholar Fmee  years ‘months,
at this Institution; during which time his good conduet, regular
habits, and gentlemanly deportment, together with a strict obedience
and conformily to the rules of the Institution, have procured for
him the entire confidence of all his acquaintance, and an Silted
seat in the affection of the Teachers and Truslees.

The President of the Instilution takes peculiar pleasure in re-
TR b thepreticular abtention and palrqnage of the Nation,
this honorable and worthy youth.

Done by order of the Truslees of the Choctaw Academy, this
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Robert M. Jones became one of the most prominent, progressive and useful men of the
Choctaw Nation. He was said to be the largest slave owner in the Five Civilized Tribes, and
operated extensively as a farmer and merchnnt. uring the Civil War he represented the Choc-
taw Naticn in_the C derate Congress at R d. Richard M. Johnson whose name is
attached to this certificate, was a former Vice-president of the United States.
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from the accounts that it would not be wise to bring the
three older children “but only the two youngest a boy & a
girl.”

Mr. Clarke arrived at the Academy June 16 accom-
panied by 12 Choctaw and the two small Ross children.
Mr. Henderson’s touching letter to Harris, June 20, shows
his kind nature and that he was a proper person to fill the
position he held: ‘“We have two orphan children of the
Cherokee tribe a little boy and girl left by Mr. Clarke, and
we have already taken the boy into the school and the girl
I will take into my own family and send her to school with
my daughters, to a female school taught convenient to my
house if it should meet your approbation. These children
are very anxious to remain here as they have relatives in
the institution.

“The girl will be placed under the care of my wife
who will take the same care of her that she does of her
own children — As others will have to be sent home in a
short time, these two will serve to fill the vacancy if they
can be permitted to remain...” The fate of these orphans
is not disclosed in the official records searched by the com-
piler of this account.

Dr. H. T. N. Benedict in his report for April 1837 says
“there has been a considerable amount of disease among
the students, tho’ no epidemic has prevailed.” There had
been 18 cases of fever, 1 of pleurisy, 1 of “rheumatic white
swelling accompanied by fever, 1 hemorrhage of the lungs
...8 pulmonalis . . .

“The morbid ulcer of A. Folsom, reported last quarter
as doubtful of recovery, is still under treatment, with a fair
prospect of ultimate success. No deaths this quarter. The
undersigned would do violence to his feelings were he to
omit to mention, in the most favorable terms, the Choctaw
youth, Dr. Adam Nail, who has been engaged as student
and assistant to this department. His attention and ac-
quirements, his assiduity and morality have been of the
most praiseworthy kind, and have gained the full confi-
dence of his superiors, and bid fair to make him an orna-
ment to the profession.

“Such are his pecuniary deficiencies that he is much
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hindered in his pursuit of medical knowledge . . . The
undersigned would also suggest the propriety of having a
limited, but select number of medical works procured for
use of such youths as may wish to learn the healing art...”

William Armstrong dismissed one of the teachers in
the Choctaw Nation in June 1837 since he has made him-
self very obnoxious to the Indians: “I design to place
Thompson McKinney a half breed in charge of the school,”
wrote Armstrong; “he is one of the young men who re-
turned from Col. Johnson’s school, he is intelegent and very
well qualified, having acted in the capacity of an assistant
at the Choctaw Academy, and comes well recommended by
the Revd. Mr. Henderson who is the principal . . .”

The resident physician, Dr. Benedict reports all well
at the Academy, June 30, 1837, but says they suffered from
an epidemic of influenza in April and that he “found no
disease prevailing . .. save a morbid action produced by the
prevalence and severity of the Itch, of which there were
more than one hundred cases. This nausious disease” he
believes to be now eradicated from the school.

Eight Potawatamie youths, in charge of Mr. Gardner,
arrived at the Choctaw school, July 29, 1837. Henderson
had intended to send Tho. L. McKenny (a Potawatamie),
Washington Eaton and Rufus King (Quapaws) to their
homes since they were inclined to run away from the Acad-
emy but the boys had had a change of heart and had be-
haved so well that he had concluded to keep them. 1°

In August Mr. Branham brought five fine looking
Chickasaw boys to the school and Mr. Henderson wrote
Colonel Johnson in Washington that three or four Chero-
kee boys may be sent home the following summer. Harris
suggests additional rules for the Academy and Henderson
sends a copy of the regulations to Johnson asking him to
submit them to the Commissioner for his approval.

“In addition to the regular Rules of the Choctaw Acad-
emy, the following regulations are introduced Viz.

1 In future no holidays shall be given in this institu-

tion, except Christmass, Newyear’s-day, Easter,
‘Whitsunday, 22nd February and 4th of July.

19]bid. “File H 187.”
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At the annual examination a vacation of one week
only shall be given after the examination shall be
over.

In addition to the debating society, I would recom-
mend the organization of a Society to be formed by
the larger Students and assistant teachers to meet
Semi-Monthly for the purpose of taking into con-
sideration all matters of Self-Government, during
the hours of amusement, the time of vacations, and
holidays; together, with every other matter which
shall have a tendency to promote their own hapi-
ness, facilitate their Studies, and advance the prin-
ciples of civilized life.

The Students who are Studying Astronomy, Survey-
ing & Book-keeping Shall meet in the front room at
the house of the Supt. every night during the winter,
and spend two hours in reviewing the Studies of the
day under the immediate inspection of the Supt. ex-
cepl the Wednesday Night of every alternate week,
each one shall produce a letter composed by him-
self addresst. to some friend or relative in his own
nation Which letter shall answer as a subject of com-
position, and shall be inspected by the Supt. and at
at the end of every three months a premuim shall
be awarded to the best performer.

The assistant teachers at the end of every month
will furnish the Supt. with a list of the names, tribe
and progress of each Student who is not capable of
writing letters; for the purpose of communicating
their condition to their respective agents.

It is also required that each assistant teacher shall
cause every Student who can write, to spend a part
of every alternate Wednesday in writing a letter to
some friend in his nation which shall be corrected
by the teacher, copied by the Student and presented
former shall receive a premium.

Tho Henderson Supt.”
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Henderson wrote to Johnson December 22, 1837 to
ask him to try to interest Mr. Harris in the propriety of in-
troducing “A system calculated to instruct the youths of
this institution in the business of agriculture upon a small
scale. This could be done by proper management . . . and
doubtless would be an important acquisition to every stu-
dent destined to shed the light of civilized life among the
Indians—What will an education avail them in their pres-
ent uncultivated condition without some knowledge of cul-
tivating the soil? ... "2

The superintendent reports the school improved in
many respects during the quarter ending December 31,
1837. There had been some illness and one death but “the
regulation for the comfort and convenience of the sick, un-
der Doctor Benedict is admirably calculated to insure the
best success in effecting the most speedy recovery from
disease.

“As to the moral condition . . . I flatter myself that it
is much improved . . . from the fact, of having had so few
cases of immorality before the school during the past quar-
ter. A religious, or moral lecture, is delivered . . . regu-
lavly cevery Sabbath; . .. The mental improvement is under
flattering and very encourageing prospects — The school
convenes ai a very early hour; the teachers attentive, rigid
and efficient. The rules are promptly enforced and dis-
cipline rigidly and kindly observed . . .

“The introduction of letter writing, may be productive
of much good, and render great satisfaction to the parents
of the children separated {rom them at so great distance.
Minute details of facts and every necessary information is
given monthly by the Supt. to the parents of such children
as are not able to write for themselves, through the agents
of the respective tribes.”

Dr. Benedict’s report accompanies the above and he
tells of 22 cases of fever, one enlarged spleen, one schrofu-
leus white swelling, 3 of pleurisy, together with colds and
local inflammations. On November 30 Robert A. McCabe
died “of tubercular consumption . . . The only death under

J w;‘)‘!hid. “School File J 166-167-170. Choctaw Academy. Senate. 138,
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the treatment of the present incumbent since 12th April.

“The case of Dr. A. Nail, is again presented to the con-
sideration of this board. His merits have, thus far, equalled
those of any youth known to the undersigned; and his pec-
uniary needs for books, appear to be the only limit to his
proficiency. He is in present need of Doan’s Manual of
Anatomy, Doan’s Surgery lllustrated, Coats’s Botany and
Materia Medica, and Howard’s Improved Botanic Practice,
costing in all about forty Dollars.”

Senator Johnson wrote Harris on January 13, 1838:
“I will ask the favour of giving to Doctor Nail a Choctaw
the Books he desires as a reward for his services as recom-
mended by Dr. Benedict . . . ” The request was granted
and the senator wrote for a list of the books.

Henderson’s report for the period ending April 1, 1838
tells of the progress of the pupils and although “have had
some difficulties to settle among the students, yet, at this
time, the most perfect submission, and contentment seem to
exist. 'L
“Our chief difficulty . .. has arisen in a good degree,
from having young men too far advanced in life, when they
first enter the school — When the Indian character is
formed, and the habits, customs, and the roving disposition
settled, the calculation of doing much good need not be
hoped for.

“When the uncultivated Indian has passed his 18 or
20th year of age, he cannot stand close confinement, nor,
will he readily submit to rigid government, which has
necessarily to be enforce — They too soon become dissatis-
fied and before they are able to appreciate any of the ad-
vantages of an education, get restless, and want to go home.
At this time unfortunately this school consists of a portion
of students of that description.

‘... 1 would therefore, respectfully suggest to the
Dept., the propriety of instructing the Indian agents . . .
not to send any one over 15 or 16 years of age — The most
suitable age to become useful is, from 10 to 15; beyond
that age, unless it should be to complete an unfinished edu-
cation but little good need be hoped for, or expected .. .”

Dr. Benedict in his first annual report (April 2, 1838)
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lists cases of fever, pleurisy, diseased spleen, and scald
head. “... we have lost no case of acute disease during
the year, and . .. only one case of a chronic character, which
was a well developed case of Tubercular Consumption.”
In a postscript the doctor adds that: “the assiduous atten-
tion, and the skillful administration of Dr. A. Nail has con-
tributed much, very much, to the success of our Botanic rem-
edies, (for we use no others) and that he continues to merit
the confidence of his principal, and the fostering care and
protection of the War department. His equal for probity,
sobriety, assiduous application to his duties, and increasing
skill in the curative art, we have seldom, if ever witnessed.”

The two Creek chiefs Jim Boy and David Barnett being
in Washington in the spring of 1838 sent the following in-
teresting letter to the Hon. C. A. Harris:2! “Washington
City April 17th. 1838 Sir (Harris) About the ycar 1834, as
well as is remembered by us, the following named youths of
the Creek Indian Nation, were at the request of Judge Tar-
rant, one of the 6 Agents then among the Tribe, suffered by
us to be sent to the school for the education of Indians in
the State of Kentucky where they have remained ever since
—their names and descriptions are as follows (viz)

Is.ho.ni.ye aged about 16 years, son of Chief Jim Boy
of the Clew alla Town

Daniel aged about 12 son of David Barnett one of the
Chiefs of the Tuckabatchee Town

Ackawnoochee aged 16 son of Thlathlo Hadjo one of
the secondary Chiefs of the Thlothlocko Town.

Thlo.bo.te aged about 16 son of Hop.e.thle Emarthlar
one of the secondary Chiefs of the Thlothlocko Town

Robert Blue aged about 16 son of Mad Blue one of the
Principal Chiefs of the Tuckabatchee Town and

Samuel Smith aged about 12 years, son of Samuel
Smith a half breed of the Tuckabatchee Town

“The parents of two of these being dead (viz) of
Thlobote and Robert Blue—and many of the relatives of
the others having been drowned at the time of the sinking
of the Steam Boat, on the Mississippi River on board of

21Ibid, “School File J12 Jim Boy & David Bamett, Creeks, Ch
Academy 1838.” 4 ' ott, Creeks, Choctaw
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which they had been embarked in order to be transported
to Arkansas their surviving friends are anxious that they
should now return to their homes again, and respectfully
request through the undersigned, who are themselves
among the list of parents, that measure be taken as early
as practicable for the sending of them to Arkansaw their
new abode, to their friends and relatives as desired With
high regard we subscribe ourselves Very Respectfully Your
Friends and Brothers Jim Boy his x mark David Barnett
his x mark Chiefs of the Creeks.”

On their way west the two chiefs visited “this institu-
tion .. . and concluded to take with them six of the Creek
boys — I furnished each boy a decent outfit & thirty dol-
lars apiece, to bear their expenses home, the whole amount
for outfit and expenses is $456 for which I have this day
[May 21, 1838] drawn on the Dept.”

Johnson writes Harris from the Academy ‘“2d. 1838"
of the arrival of seven Cherokee boys fro mthe Nation East
from General Smith’s agency and he says “They are young
& very promising.”

“ANNUAL REPORT of the COMMISSIONER of IN-
DIAN AFFAIRS 1838-1839 Washington. 1838.

p. 91 No. 33 Report from the Choctaw Academy.

“The institution at this time is in a very prosperous
condition, consisting of 152 Indian students, under rigid
and strict discipline, and learning with considerable spirit
and ambition. Twenty-two of the students are in the sev-
eral shops learning trades, and one hundred and thirty in
school, divided and arranged into 15 classes, . . . [Studies
are English grammar, surveying, book-keeping and history,
geography, algebra, reading, arithmetic, writing, spellingl.

“We have some young men in this institution of con-
siderable promise, who bid fair to be very useful to their
respective tribes, when they shall return to their homes,
among whom I would mention Adam Nail, a Choctaw
youth, who has turned his attention to the study of medi-
cine, together with other useful studies, and has occasionally
practised in this institution, under the regular physician,
with great success. We have many others belonging to the
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school, who discover considerable talents to be useful as
clerks, accountants, &c . . .

“Report . .. of work shops on 30th Sept. 1838, 22 learn-
ing trades or professions. 8 in tailor shop, 8 in boot and
shoe shop, 4 in smith shop, 2 in wagon shop . . . all rapidly
improvingz. On 5th Jan. 1838 new regulations introduced
in workshep —- very salutary effect. A handsome profit
shown from net proceeds o1 each shop at last quarterly in-
spection.  This profit is to be divided among the boys when
they complete trades and are about ready to go home.”

On the first of October 1838—*“There are 152 Indian
youths in this institution generally in good health good
condition and well contented The teaching and boarding
deparcments are well conducted with a sufficient number
of competent and efficient teachers well supplied with
books, Stationary and School apparatus; and also, with
ample supplies of wholesome provisions and comfortable
bedding — The workshops are well managed by good fore-
men and are in a prosperous condition— (The medical de-
partment is very successfully conducted by Dr. Adam Nail
a Student of this institution with the occasional aid of other
physicians) — All of which is most respectfully submitted.
Tho Henderson Supt.

“No Names & Tribes Ages “No Names & Tribes Ages

Choctaws 7 Thomas Evans 18
1 John Weslley 2l 8 A.C. Pepper 18
2  Wall McCan 21 9 L. H. Sands 14
3 Brown Nelson 20 10 Joel R. Poinset 17
4 Brainard Millard 20 11 Amos Kendall 13
5 James N. Trahern 22 12 John B. Durett 11
6 James D. Black 20 13 Anthony Maftaw 18
7 Coffee Folsom 19 14 Augustes Ceasor 17
8 Charles Henderson 20 15 Henry A. Sneed 17
9 John R. Cotton 20 16 James Winchel 15
10 George Gains 18 17 M. Vanburan 15
11 B. Worland 18 18 Spear S Tipton 18
12 Andrew Weir 18 19 John T. Dougloss 8
13 John McClair 19 20 Lewis Humbert 15
14 C. A. Campbell 18 21 Tho. McKinney 19
15 Alex Wade 18 Chickasaws
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Adam Nail

Geo. W. Trahern
Lewis Cass
Benjn. Franklin
John Page
Robert Clark
William Robuck
Adam Christy
Charles Jones
Abrolem Holson
Jos P Lancaster
Jefferson Jenkins
Ambrose Severe
Benjn Nail
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A. C. Welch
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Wilson Victor
Osbourn Pursley
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Josiah Impson
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Charles James
Penson Victor
George Perkins
William McClan
C. Columbus
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Hugh L. White
John E. Anderson
B. R. Runnels
Saml. Love
Colbert Carter
George Colbert
Robt. Johnson
Tho. H. Benton
N. Barton
J. R. Poke
M. Tarver
L. Alberson
William Brown
Jackson Frazier
Benjn. Runnels
William Carrol
John Duncan
J B Duncan
Cherokees
Phillip Watts
C Campbell
Sonora Hicks
Nicholas Smith
Jefferson Rogers
David Miller
Ellis Fawleng
J. B. Fields
C. McIntosh
Charles Branham
Edwd. H. Pense
M. Bell
Lewis Downing
E. Crutchfield
Josh. Ross
Semenoles
W. P. Duvall
Wiley Thompson
Geo W Hord
Jas. D. Waistcoat
John H. Eaton
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56 N. Hobert 16 6 F C McCalla 16
57 Saml. Cornelious 12 Creeks
58 Alx. Mackey 11 1 Tho Marshall 16
59 Richd. Harkins 19 2 Edwd. Carr 14
60 E. C. Folsom 20 3 Lucious Marshall 14
Potawatamies 4 Elijah Beaver 14
1 Richd. M. Johnson 18 5 James Kenady 13
2 James Jackson 16 6 Porter Marshall 15
3 William Marshall 16 7 Goliah Harward 19
4 James Boner 13 Prairieduchien
5 F A Daredeen 11 1 Jack 'C Williams 16
6 Robt M Boyers 16 2 Robt. J. Ward 15
3 James Muir 16 6 Moses H. Scott 16
4 Mitchel Forsythe 13 7 Jos. Walker 14
5 William F Levin 11 8 Pierre Navair 16
6 Augustes Garrett 13 9 Frances Page 20
7 David Garrett 16 10 L. B. Berhand 21
8 Lewis I. Bryce 17 11 James H. Hook 6
9 William Campbell 13 Miamies
Chicaga 1 William Cass 18
1 John Latumb 22 2 Willey Viley 15
2 Paul Hill 21 38 Jack Lacell 11
3 Isaac L. Berry 19 Quapaws
4 John T. Jones 16 1 Gilbert Lafayette 17
5 J. T. Sprage 17 2 Rufus King 15”

From the Choctaw Agency West, Armstrong writes J.
Hartley Crawford, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Decem-
ber 5, 1838: “Sir I have been endeavoring to get the Indian
boys collected to send on to school in Kentucky, I find it
more difficult to procure them than at any previous time, I
was unable to get them in the Summer owing to Small Pox
prevailing through the Indian Country, there is still a few
cases existing amongst the Choctaws. The Creeks and
Seminoles are suffering severely from this scourge, espec-
ially the Seminoles. I have collected the Choctaw boys
who are now at this place, and will have some Chickasaws
ready in a few days. The river commenced rising a few
days since, but I fear will not admit boats up, the boys will
therefore be detained until we have a rise, which usually
has been before this time.



The Choctaw Academy 99

“I have written Col. Logan to send down the Creek
boys, which I hope he will do. The Cherokees have re-
fused sending their boys, so have the Quapaws. The Osages
are out hunting on the Prararie, I am informed by Mr. Cal-
laway, Neosho SubAgent and Acting Agent for the Osages
that it is probable they will agree to send their boys to the
school in Kentucky . .. "2

Henderson’s report on January 1, 1839 is a particu-
larly happy one saying that “Under the fostering care of
the Dept. of War, we have the peculiar pleasure of behold-
ing the offspring of a once powerful . . . race of people now
reaping all of the advantages and blessings of civilized life.

“We see the schollar advancing in the path of Science
... we behold the mechanic on the same march giving evi-
dence that a radical change for the better is rapidly making
among the aborigines of our frontier.

“From this institution we humbly hope that the first
permanent foundation for civilizing and christianizing the
Indians is now laid — We look with pleasing anticipation
over the sprightly countenances; glancing a view at the
intelligent eye, we imagine to ourselves that we behold the
mechanic, the orator, and the profound schollar who are io
shed light and knowledge among their ignorant race, at
some future day; . ..

“l1 have no recollection of any period [when] . .. we
have had better health, more obedience and less vice among
the students . . . The boarding, clothing, lodging and med-
ical attendance are ample and . . . the fine healthy appear-
ance of the boys indicate good treatment . .. we have at
this time not one on the sick list — The work shops are in
a prosperous condition turning out occasionally, young men
fully competent to conduct a shop in their own nation.”

William Armstrong, Acting Superintendent of the
Western Territory notifies Crawford, January 7, 1839, that
he has started a party of boys to school in Kentucky: “I
waited some time hoping the Arkansas would rise, but fear-
ing the Ohio might be frozen, I started the boys by land
with a Careful Conductor — with directions to take pas-
sage on a steam boat at the first point on the Arkansas that

22]bid. “School File A 506 Armstrong, Wm. Supt. West,”
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they could find one, I presume they will have to go to Little
Rock.”2

The list which accompanies Armstrong’s letter is un-
usually interesting since he gives the Indian names of two
of the boys, the tribe, age and degree of Indian blood.

English Name Indian Name Nauon Age degree blood
David Co,co,na,na Choctaw 18 hali breed
William Smallwood “ 4
Forbis Laflore “ 6 “ o«
William Caines “ 15 full Dblood
Fransna Babtice “ JEE “
Arthur Camp “ 14«
Joel White “ 10 half breed
James Perry “ “ “
Daniel Davis Chickasaw 16 oo
‘Tecumsch Jefferson “ u - “
Foster Jefferson  7Tish o pa cha “ B “
Willian:  Hartway “ 16 full blood
Joknson Pickins “ 2 e«

James Thompson  Piz sa mo tubbee “ 14 half breed
James Berryhill Creek 12 quarter blood
James Logan “ 10 half breed
John Lewis “ 10 full blood
Wilson Miller “ 9 v “
Thomas H. Law “ 14 “
John Hill " 12« “
Napoleon Jackson Quapaw 17 “ “

On April 3, 1839 the inspectors report the ““ . . . acad-
emy in a high state of prosperity . .. harmony and order”

and Dr. Adam Nail, who has become the resident physician
lists “2 Cases of Pleuracy, 1 Ague & Fever, 1 Chicken Pox,
2 Sore Throat” since his last report.

Armstrong’s letter to Crawford, July 14, 1839 paints
a discouraging outlook for Colonel Johnson’s school: “Im-
medeatly upon receiving your instructions to send Indian
boys to the school in Kentucky, I sent to Red River for the
proper portion of Choctaw boys. The chief of the large
District Col. Leflore refused to send any, stating that some
boys had lately returned, giving a very bad account of the
school. After using every exertion to get the boys, I could
only procure three, and these after getting here I sent back,
to wait until fall or winter when I hope I can send on what
number may be wanted . . . Col. Logan could not obtain any
Seminoles.

“The Cherokees as well as the Quapaws have entirely

23]bid, “Choctaw Academy. School File S 1609.”



The Choctaw Academy 101

refused . . . the school from some cause has become very
unpopular with the lndians, and the exaggerated stories
that the boys tell who have lately returned from the school,
(perhaps runaway) makes it at this time impossible for me
to get the boys.”

That Mr. Henderson was deeply disturbed is shown by
his letter to Crawford of September 23, 1839, in which he
explains his position ““ ... It is a matter of deep regret that
the Indians cannot appreciate the advantages of education
more highly . .. and, all our labour and toil to cultivate the
minds of their children should be so little regarded by them.

“It is true that many prejudices have existed against
this institution ever since it was located in Kentucky; these
have been gotten up from various quarters . . . and have
been managed with much art and skill to the great injury
of the school; some of the boys themselves who had become
impatient and tired of close application to business or
study; and some by designing men in the nation, and others
by enemies to Indian reformation in the bosom of our own
country.

“With all these we have had to struggle and combat
for 18 or 14 years — as to the grounds of complaint here-
tofore . .. we have this gratification, that, upon an investi-
gation it has uniformly turned that they have arrisen from
the most trivial circumstances and have been more ideal
than real.

“If the Indians of the North or South are so prejudiced
against the school . .. I am at a loss to ascertain upon what
ground their objections are predicated; for sure I am that
the great boast of the talents and education among the
Choctaws and Potawatamies, is, of persons who have been
educated at this school.

“We always expected that many, . . . would make but
little or no use of an education . .. & that others ... would
on their return home fall back into their Indian customs
and habits and soon forget what they had learned.

“I have often regretted to observe one unfavorable
trait in the Indian disposition to do justice to this institu-
tion; that is, while they have been disposed to speak in the
most unfavorable terms of a few . . . they have passed by
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unnoticed the meritorious and the many who have done
credit to the school and have been an honor to the nation
and to themselves.

“ .. . this school can boast of having produced &
greater number of the best schollars, and mechanics; some
of the best accountants and school teachers, as well as some
of the best practical farmers and merchants, than any other
institution of which I have any knowledge. A smith shop
is conducted in the Choctaw nation by a young man from
this institution; and I am told that a shoe and boot shop is
managed profitably in the Potawatamie country by a young
man who learnt at this place — I recd. a letter not long
since from one of the young men who was educated at this
school, who informed me that he was employed to teach a
school at $500 a year; and from another that he was acting
as a clerk on good terms — I have also heard from many
others who are doing well, but those of whom I speak came
to the school in a perfect state of nature.

“I have also been informed that many who became
pious while at this school continue to conduct themselves
orderly and in a christian like manner. Any information
of this sort must be highly gratifying to one who has grown
grey labouring to improve the condition of that devoted
people.”

Henderson had been superintendent for 14 years and
he had “endeavored to soe the seeds of piety and benevo-
lence, to lay the foundation of moral rectitude, to cultivate
social, affactionate and brotherly temperment of mind, to
stamp upon the young, and all, the high reverence and re-
sponsibility we owe to the Creator..."”

On the first of October, 1839 there were 125 pupils in
the Academy. These are all in fine health. The “ . ..
school is located within half a mile of white sulphur foun-
tain; among the best medical springs in the west, to this,
the students resort during the summer for the purpose of
bathing and using the water . . . to support order at the
table and see that everything is properly prepared, one of
the teachers regularly attends at the dining room during
meals. .. Ifind less disposition . .. on the part of the boys
now here, to perform labour in the shops than formerly;
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they of late discover so much reluctance, that it has become
quite discouraging; in the smith shop only three, and in the
wagon shop none ...”

The following complaint against the Choctaw Acad-
emy signed by 33 of the pupils, headed by the often lauded
Adam Nail, serves to show the state of mind of a portion of
the students who had become fastidious as to table service
and clothing. Evidently it did not occur to these lads that
they were furnishing a very bad description of themselves
and their habits and that they had not profited by their
environment to become worthy citizens of their tribes.

“Choctaw Academy Scott County Ky: Oct. 28th, 1839
We the students of the Choctaw Academy, do agree to re-
port to you the present state of the institution.

“We have for a sub-superintendent a profane man.
And one of the teachers also a profane man. There is hard-
ly, one, of the students but what is profane. The students
contract bad habits, from having no night regulations, they
set up as long as they please, and the greater part sleep
untill about 8. o.clock or untill breakfast every morning.

““The sabbath days are not kept. the students, go where
they please, go hunting (and last summer they went a swim-
ming) ramble over the woods and very seldom go to
church. We have a young man here who has been a drunk-
ard for two years get drunk two or three times a month,
generally on Sundays and belches out profaneness to its
greatest extent, he has led many a boy. No attention paid
to instructing of the boys morals.

“One old drunken negro at the head of the table af-
fairs, hardly any forks on the tables. No table-cloths on
the two tables and but one on the monitors table. Our
shirts are scarce, one for summer and one for winter. No
suspenders. Our bed clothes are very indifferent. Our
rooms we are constantly patching.

“As to the progress of the students in learning, we do
not believe any body knows. send and have it examined.
ascertain how long a student has been here, and how fur
advanced when he came here and you will find the true
state of the school.
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Adam Nail Auther Kamp
E. C. Folsom John Wesley
James Perry Lewis Cass
Richard Harkins Alexander Wade
Daniel Davis Wm. McCann
‘Wm. Robuck Geo. W. Hord
Wall McCann Wm. P. Duvall
Josiah Impson Jno B Fields
Wm. Pitchlynn Wm. Smallwood
Branard Millard Wm. Carn
Simon Willis Thos. Marshall
John Page Lucious Marshall
Farlius Leflore Wilson Victor
‘Wm Impson Jamas Winchel
John E. Anderson Jas. Kenedy
Joseph Folsom Osborn Purley
Geo. Gains

“P. S. Our superintendent is about fifty miles from here
and has been, away for one year, comes a few days to each
quarterly inspection. We have not had a thourough ex-
emination for five years.

“One hundred and six indian students at he Choctaw
academy—and no more. excuse our ungrammatical sen-
tences we do not learn much here. Students.

To Capt. Armstrong.”

Vice President Johnson'’s letter of January 12, 1840 to
the Secretary of War, J. R. Poinsett, depicts the status of
his school and his feeling about continuing it: “The Choc-
taw Academy situated upon my premises in Kentucky is
now prosperous, & in a blooming condition . . . was placed
under my patronage at the request of the Indians.
kind treatment of this school without reward for personal

“I have devoted much of my time to the prosperity &
services & attention ... a sudden winding up of the school
might be injurious to all concerned, I have thought it might
be proper to state to you that I should be glad that after
two years more the school could be wound up gradually . ..

“In the progress of the school I have erected buildings
which have cost at least 20.000$ which will be entirely use-
less when the school is removed & I shall be injured if I
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should not get something to cover this expence. I shall
therefore expect that you will at the proper time . . . use
your power to remunerate whatever is correct & just as in
other cases.”

With this letter is a copy of a resolution passed by the
board of inspectors at their meeting on January 2 and 3.
1840 and signed by William Suggett, Chairman: “Resolved
that whereas a certain letter purported to have been drawn
by Adam Nail, and signed by about thirty of the boys in-
tended to be sent to the War Dept., that we as a board,
upon full investigation of that letter view it altogether false
and unfounded and that it has been produced through mal-
ice and revenge of mortified pride and self importance on
the part of its author and therefore is entitled to no credit
whatever.”2¢

The following letter forecasts the approaching end of
the school:  “Choctaw Agency 22 Feb. 1840 J. Hartley
Crawford Esq. Commr. of Ind. Affrs. Sir Upon receiving
you rcommunication of the 14 Jany. directing me to have
collected and send on twenty boys from the Choctaws and
five from the Creeks I notified Col. Logan to select the re-
quired number from the Creeks — and also wrote Mr.
George W. Clark now at Fort Towson to undertake the col-
lecting and taking on the Choctaw boys — Mr. Clark has
performed this kind of service before and is also favourably
known to the Choctaws — if it can be done he will do it.

“That you may see the difficulties to encounter — I
enclose you two letters one from Col Laflore (chief) —
another one from the boys at school [Nail petition] these
letters are frequently recd. by parents from their children
it cannot therefore be wondered that there should be great
feeling against the Choctaw Academy — under such cir-
cumstances I despair of succeeding in sending on the boys—
indeed there is a strong disposition — and it is now spoken
of among the leading Choctaws to send for their children
and bring them home. I have objected to this course — I
know that the boys are in the habit of complaining — and
there may be no ground for the complaints — but such is
the effect they have had through the nation that with the

24]bid. “School File Johnson, Hon. R. M. 1840 (J473).
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best exertions I could make I failed to send on boys upon
your last call . .. Wm. Armsivong Act Supt W. T.”

The enclosed letter follows: “Puckshenubbi District
Jany 14th 1840. Dear Friend. Sir. [Armstrong] Having
recd. a letler from my son a few days since, I am sorry to
learn, that he is badly treated, and that the Choctaw Acad-
emy ... is badly managed. He says that the school is not
kept in order, and that the students are learning all the bad
vices that can be, such as gambling, drinking &, I have
heard this from different students that came from there.

“When I sent my son to that school, I expected him to
get an Education, and to lecarn how to conduct himself with
propriety—But sorry I am to think that I have sent my son,
to such a base place.

“It appears from all accounts that the students are not
fed with a sufficiency, and that they are badly clothed.
Dear Sir. It is my request that you write on to the man-
ager of the school to send my son and my nephew Wm.
Smallwood home, and I will put them in school in this Na-
tion, where they will do much better than in Kentucky . . .
your friend Thomas his x mark Leflore. Written by Bazil
Leflore, Choctaw Clerk of the District, W. A. to Capt. Wil-
liam Armstrong, Choctaw Agency, Arkansas [Postmarked
Fort Towsonl.

This letter is very interesting when one reflects that
Bazil Leflore had learned enough as a pupil at the Acad-
emy to hold the position of clerk of his father’s district and
was able to attend to correspondence for his father who
could not write. The boy who wrote the complaint to his
father, Chief Leflore was doubtless Farlius Feflore. Basil
was graduated from the Choctaw Academy and a photostat
of his certifciate of graduation is now in the Oklahoma
State Historical Society library having been secured by
Hon. Robert L. Williams.

On March 4, 1840 Johnson requests the Commissioner
to furnish the superintendent of the Academy “Silver med-
als for the meritorious boys who leave school in credit; none
have been recd for years and the students express great
anxiety to have this badge of honor to carry home — pleage
let me have . .. as many as you can spare & oblige.”
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Henderson presents a more cheerful picture of the
‘“base place” than Leflore’s letter. April 1, 1840 he re-
ports: “The students . . . are good healthy condition, and
making as much progress in learning as at any former per-
iod ... are generally well behaved, peaceble and friendly
disposed among th Ives; tly we have had but
little trouble during the past quarter with unruly and dis-
obedient boys . . . The number . . . now at the institution is
reduced to 107 . .."”

Dr. Robert Evans reports April 3, 1840 *“ . . . The only
case we have to lament is that of George W. Hord who was
taken early last fall with a pulmonary affection of the
lungs, . . . ” In 1834 Henderson lists young Hord as 12
years old, in the 3rd class and having a good mind. A note
with the above report says he was a Seminole, that he en-
tered school in March 1834 and gives has age as 15 in 1840.
A palpable error as he must have been 18 at the time of
his death.

The account of the manual labor department shows
discouragement by the usually optimistic superintendent:
“In the wagon shop there are none, in the shoe shop there
are none, in the smith shop, there are three who seem dis-
posed at present to continue, . . . not much confidence can
be placed in boys, particularly Indian boys who are so nat-
urally fond of change. They would frequently solicit per-
mission to go into some of the shops to learn a trade, and in
a short time become tired of work and as earnestly ask for
permission to leave the shops and return to school.”

Four Potawatamie boys arrived at the school May 12,
1840 and Henderson writes that “They are of suitable size
and age to ensure success in education .. .”

The state of the Academy as chronicled by Henderson,
October 1, 1840 sounds encouraging: “The students . . .
are in fine health and in a more peaceable and quiet con-
dition than common . . . The diet is substantial . . . the win-
ter clothing is now prepared of good quality and well suited
to the season . . . the Sabbaths are spent to the best possible
advantage in promoting morality and principles of religion
among the students — during the past summer 50 or G0
have professed religion and have joined the chureh; . . .




108 Chronicles of Oklahoma

“Among students are Coffee Folsom 20 - W. B. Pitch-
Iynn 16 - Benjn. Nail 10 - Forbis Laflore 20 - Choctaws: and
George Colbert 13 - Colbert Carter 14 - Chickasaws: Luci-
ous Marshall 13 - Porter Marshall 12 - Tho Marshall 14,
Creeks who had been in school since September 1834.
Among the Cherokee were Philip Watts 20 - Jos. Ross 14 -
Edward Crutchfield 13 - Lewis Downing 12% - John B.
Fields 15 - Charles Bushyhead 15. According to one rec-
ord Forbis Leflore returned home in September 1829 but
he may have gone back to the school.

Peter P. Pitchlynn was appointed by his tribesmen to
make an investigation of the school in 1841 and later he
became superintendent, reorganized the Academy and
made D. Vanderslice acting superintendent during his ab-
sence in the nation.

The Cherokee Advocate** quoting from the Frankfort
Commoniwealth that “Mr. Thomasson, of Kentucky, has sub-
mitted a resolution of inquiry into the disposition of the
funds appropriated by Congress to the Choctaw Academy
and the treatment of the Indian youths educated there . . .
all we think proper to say is, that, if neighborhood reports
be worthy of any attention, the vindication of the faith and
good name of the Government require a rigid scrutiny of all
the matters proposed in Mr. Thomasson’s resolution . .. "
The Advocate adds: “We are glad to hear of this inquiry
and hope that it will be so prosecuted as to elicit the cor-
rectness of the alleged complaints. These complaints are
universal, we believe, among our neighboring bretheren,
who have never reaped fruits commensurate with the sums
of their money that have been lavished upon this Acad-
emy.”

Thomasson’s resolution was adopted by the House of
Representatives December 19, 1844 and the report?” of the
Committee on Indian Affairs. March 38, 1945 was as follows:
“That they have examined the papers in possession of the
committee . . .” that they “are not satisfied that the abuses
alleged to have existed in the management of the Choctaw

25Chief of the Cherokee from 1867 to 1875, succeeding Joh: 3

26Cherokee Advocate (Tahloquah, 1. T.) January 30, 1845, o 5 si. 1

27House of Representatives, Twenty-eighth Congress, secon’d sbs~
sion, Rep. No. 193.
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academy are well founded. Serious charges . . . against indi-
viduals connected with that institution . . . are not of a char-
acter, and not sustained by sufficient evidence, to warrant
the definite action of the committee . . . information before
the committee, is, in many respects contradictory . . . the
committee beg leave to be discharged ... "

Among the papers in this printed document is an an-
swer from O. P. Rood, who testifies that he has been con-
nected with the school for two years and ten months. He
states that: “Every action of Colonel Johnson towards the
students, that has come under my notice, has been kind and
fatherly in the extreme.

‘... In the spring of 1839 some person or persons at-
tempted to burn the old academy situated on the hill, in
which attempt they were so far successful as to injure the
house materially. I applied to Colonel J. and stated that
the house could not be made as comfortable as I could wish,
and requested that he would have the house now occupied
by the school fitted up. (It was then used as a store and
wagon shop.) He immediately had . . . the house fitted as
it now remains . . . So far as it has has come under my
notice, Colonel Johnson has been very kind and friendly to-
wards Colonel Pitchlynn; ..."”

The inspectors report (5 and 6 of April, 1842) that
they find the facts as given by D. Vanderslice, the sup-
erintendent, as to ‘“the numbers of the students, health,
progress in their various studies, and their accommodations,
correctly stated ..."”

John Dougherty and Willis Dehoney, members of the
board, were appointed a secret committee to visit the Acad-
emy. They examined the establishment and reported to
the inspectors April 1, 1842 “ . .. that they found all things
equal to their most sanguine anticipations . . . There were
no complaints, but all seemed cheerful and happy.”

At the annual meeting of the inspectors October 5,
1842, they found “the students, though few in number, are
in the enjoyment of unusual good health and spirits, arc
comfortably clad, and well attended to . . ."” They write
to Hon. John C. Spencer, Secretary of War, that “ . . . the
conduct of the students, . .. has been exemplary. There is
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no complaint in the schoo! or ncighborhood against the
students, that we know of . .. "

It appears that William Suggelt was “the only remain-
ing inspector of the Choctuw Academy . . . for the quarter
ending December 31, 1842 and his report was delayed un-
til January 14, 1843 by his illness and bad weather. He
makes the usual statement as to conditions being good and
says: “The boys are well satistied; and, upon particular
inquiry, they make nc complaints. Mr. Isaac S. Gardner,
the senior teacher, is a moral, talented, and well educated
man, much beloved by the students, and is every way well
calculated to instruct and cenduct a school.

“The moral deportment and high standing of the super-
intendent are, I presume, too well known to the department
to need notice from me; suffice it to say, he deserves the
confidence of the go nment, and has both the interest
of it and of the aborigines of our land at heart.”

In Suggett's report for December, 1843, “ . . . at no
time has he been more gratified at the prospect of educat-
ing usefully morally, and religiously the children of the red
man — the native sons of the forest ... many of the stu-
dents have joined the tempcerance society . .. The teachers,
Mr. I. S. Gardner and Mr. Rood, are gifted, and qualified to
do their duly — Mr. Gardner has no superior — besides
subordinate teachers of good character and qualifications
... The christian must rejoice at these good results of the
Indian school which has, . . . sent out to the world, and back
to the nations . . . young men distinguished for learning, for
business habits, for eloquence, for their morality and relig-
ion. It has sent out good physicians; those who have made
good merchants, good chiefs, and good ministers of the
gospel ... "

Mr. Suggett made his report of July 1, 1944 to Hon.
William Wilkins, Secretary of War, and he is “Happy to
find that, in every department, there is care, attention, and
regularity in the management of this valuable institution

.. the progress of the students is equal to what might be
expected under the disadvantages which attend the tuition
of boys who commence without a knowledge of the Eng-
lish language, and are ignorant of a letter in the alphabet

”
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The final report for 1844 was sent by Suggett who
‘““conscientiously believing that no one school has ever pro-
duced one-tenth part of the benefits to the Indian race as
this, he would be wanting in his duty to them, and to his
country, not to recommend it to the kind patronage of the
President and Secretary of War.”

From Louisville, Kentucky, November 24, 1844 a man
of the name of F. Joyce wrote Hon. W. P. Thomasson? as
follows: “Without a commentary on the subject of the de-
plorable condition of the Indian department, as managed
for the last 12 or 15 years, .. . permit me to call your atten-
tion to the Indian institution located in this State, called the
‘Choctaw academy.’

“...It would not be in my power to explain to you, in
the hurried limits of this letter, the deplorable condition of
this institution and its inmates. Curiosity prompted me to
visit it about the 1st of September last” and he says he
found “ ... a much more degraded state than most neg-
lected ‘negro quarters’ I ever saw. The young Indians were,
as I was told, about 60 in number, from different tribes;
and instead of presenting a collection of human beings gov-
erned by rule and order, they were ranging about in rags
and at rude plays, without a guide or governor, with the
prospect that, when they would leave that retreat, they
would be neither white man nor Indian..."”

Col. Cave Johnson, of Tennessee, who served his state
in Congress seven times and was later Post Master General
of the United States, sent Colonel Johnson a copy of Joyce’s
letter and the resolution introduced into Congress by Mr.
Thomasson, calling an investigation of the Choctaw Acad-
emy.
Colonel Johnson writes Cave Johnson from “Near
Sulphur, Ky., January 8, 1845. “ . . . What a blessing it
would have been to the country, and to the poor Indians, if
the authority which has been so shamefully abused by
others, had been vested in this good man — judging from
his own letter, as otherwise he is a stranger to me!”

Johnson resents the fact that Joyce did not call on him
or the officers of the school and he explains how the boys

28Member of Congress from Kentucky.
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are clothed, “the quality as good as that which is used by
the independent farmers of the county for themselves and
their children, and the quantity ample . ..” he recounts the
difficulty of keeping boys, between the ages of ten and fif-
teen years looking tidy and admits that some of the cloth-
ing was ragged when the time came to change into winter
garments. “Nearly all the Indian youths come to this
school are perfectly ignorant of the English language.
They require more recreation each day; ... the school hav-
ing diminished one-half, one-half of the buildings had been
unoccupied for two years ... and no doubt these deserted
rooms and houses were supposed to be those occupied by
the students . . . If his visit had not been so rapid, (not
half an hour) ,and so unknown to me and all others con-
nected with the school, he would have been informed” as
to the buildings, repairs, ete.

“It is very true that it is extremely difficult to make
the students keep their respective rooms clean, neat, and in
good order — particularly in the warm season; many will
abandon their rooms for the green grass and shady trees by
day and by night, and no human power can prevent it; . . .

“In order to accomplish the great objective of civiliza-
tion and education, we have resorted to every expedient
that reflection and experience have suggested; among
other things, we have omitted vacations — keeping school
all the time, except a few days in the year, such as 4th of
July and Christmas day — to keep the boys from idle and
dissipated habits. I have, on several occasions, taken stu-
dents to the city of Washington, who were not inferior to
the most polished young men from our own colleges; and
these were only common specimens of more than one hun-
dred young men who have been educated here and sent
home ... I will venture to assert that this has done more
to elevate and civilize the aborigines than any other school
that has ever existed since the revolution . . .

“The informer (Mr. Joyce) says he saw the boys en-
gaged in ‘rude play, and lounging about without a guide or
governor.’  What does he mean by rude play?’ . . . The
boys here inuuige in the bodily and athletic plays which my
teachers tolerated in my boyhood and no governor or guide
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was ever considered necessary in those plays. Playing ball,
running, jumping, playing marbles, prisoner’s base, and all
such, are the rude plays in which the Indian youth here
have indulged, and in no other. We have never permitted
the boys to box ... I have never known more than two or
three fist fights . . . they indulge in the bow and arrow . ..
I hope it was not intended to make the boys give up these
ordinary athletic exercises for ‘sell and thimble,’” hide the
slipper,’ sister Phebe,” and the like.”

There are several letters appended to House Report
No. 193 from neighbors of the Academy. One written by
Richard Thomason, January 10, 1845 states that he has
lived in the vicinity ever since the school started and that
his eldest son completed his Latin studies there. He praises
Mr. Vanderslice, the superintendent, Mr. Gardner and Mr.
Rood, and says “With regard to Col. R. M. Johnson, the
patron of the school, his course has been that of a kind
father to the young Indian; and this embraces everything.

“ ... Itis impossible that they have or can suffer for
want, judging from the vast quantity both animal and vege-
table provisions that is daily prepared for them ...”

There follows a statement signed by nine other men
of the Thomason family, including the former pupil, con-
curring in the letter of their relative and they say ‘“The
buildings are better than those used by the schools in the
country for white children ... ”

An interesting note from Sandford Braham certifies
that he has sold to Colonel Johnson “200 yards of linsey
and jeans of real substantial quality — such as a great
many of the white men and boys of my county wear for
laboring clothing. This was purchased for the use of the
Indian boys; . .. which I would say is a very suitable article
of clothing for them. Iam ... a manufacturer of woolen
goods.” Colonel Johnson adds a brief line: “It is the very
same clothing that I now have on, and have all the winter.
Rh. M. Johnson.”

The life of the Academy was doomed by the fact that
the Indians had begun to build schools in their own nations.
Mr. Henderson had retired to his farm in Grant County,
Kentucky where he died in 1846. Surely his memory
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should be revered by the Indians of Oklahoma since he
did so much to instruct and elevate the youth of his day.
His responsibility must have been tremendous but through
all of the annoyances he suffered his letters always reflect
his mild and humane nature.

Not so the gallant Colonel—some of his letters to Mr.
Henderson were very fiery and he made it plain that his
home was his castle and that the boys of the school were
not to invade his private premises. Having retired from
his long career in public life he made his home on his farm
in Scott County until his death in 1850.

There is little left of the old buildings of the Academy
but the good accomplished there will never die and a school
which sent out such men as Lewis Downing, George W.
Harkins, Peter Pitchlynn, Robert Jones, William Small-
wood, the Leflores, the Folsoms, and the Nails, together
with other distinguished Indians will live in the hearts and
memories of their descendants.?®

29In addition to authorities quoted th: compiler has material not
used in this article, because of lack of space, from the New York Ob-
scrver, November 1, 1834, p. 31; The Southern Statesman (Jackson,
Tennessee) August 10, -1833, p. 3, col. 3, taken from the Cynthiuna
Glaencr; The Cherokee Advocate, (Tahlequah, Cherokee Nation) July

31, 1845 copied from The Arkansas I I ;3 and Zion's Ad- 2

a Baptist paper. There is also an interesting account of th: school in
Life /l'langgnq the Choctaw Indians by Henry C. Benson, A. M., Cincin-
nati, .



