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EDITORIAL

W. P. Brown, Governor of Chickasaw Nation

The following letter is sufficient proof that W. P.
Brown was at one time Governor of the Chickasaw Na-
tion. We give the letter in its entirety that you may
know something of the discussion had prior to this date.
Miss Wright has given us some very interesting facts in
this connection which the readers of the Chronicles will
appreciate.

Miss Wright has a vast amount of information con-
cerning the Choctaw and Chickasaw people and is con-
sidered good authority on matters pertaining to their past
history.

As a reader of Chronicles you will be pleased to know
thit Miss Wright has consented to give us an article soon
baring on matters of intense interest oncerning the life,
hatits and government of these splendid people.

J.Y.B.

Olney, Oklahoma
May 27, 1027
Mr. L Y. Bryce, Secretary,
Oklstoma State Hlistorieal Soclety,
Oklaoma City, Oklahoma.
My ¢ar Mr. Bryce:

Te June number of the Chronicles was recelved here yesterday,
and lwant to tell you how much pleasure it has given me to read the
very ateresting the contains,

Ivas also Interested In your editorlal wlith reference to W. I>. Brown
who wis Governor of the Chickasaw Nation from 1870 to 1871. If you
have pt already found documents to prove that he was governor at that
time. would refer you to the copy of the Constitution and Laws of
the Chckasaw Natlon in your library, which is entitled, “Chlkasha Nan-
Ulhplse’ You will find that Governor W. P. Brown signed the laws ed
by the essions of the Chickasaw Iegislature of October, 1870. and .Iune‘
1871, ad, nlso, the first part of the scsslon of September, 1871. 1 find
that thefirst law signed by him, glven In this volume, was on Sep-
tember 1, 1870, and the last law on September 7, 1871.

In te original manuscript of these laws, W. P. Brown also sizned
the mensrves, dated 15, 1871, and 18, 1871, but his
pame s wry neatly and deliberately scratched out and bears the signa-
ture of Thmas Parker, as governor, just below. As the contents of these
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two measures are Intereating bits of bistory. 1 herewith give thems re-
respectively, from the original manuscript in Etglixh:

“An Act uuthorizing the National Secretary to have the Cupitol bell
lng.

Sec. 1st. e it enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation
that the Nutionnl Secretary be and he Is hereby authorized to employ
some competent mechanic to examine the cupalo & see if sald cupalo fs
fit and substantinl enough to hold the weight of the Bell and to baog
the Natlonal bell in the cupalo of the Capltol; and for such labor the
me~hanic shall receive ten dollars,

Sec. 2nd. Be It further enacted, That the National bell shall not
be rung unless on National occaslons as foliows: For the calling of the
members of the Legislature togethee for the Sessions of Court; for re-
ligious meetings and for fire in T ; or for such as the
Jegislature may designate.

Sec, 3rd.  Be it further enncted, That If any person not authorized
shall enter the Capitol and ring the bell. he. she. or they so offending
xball be wubject to a fine of not mare than ten dollars for every offense,
s the County Court of Tisbomingo may nnpw and such fine shall be put
o the matlonal Treasury for County purpose:

Sec. 4th. Be It further enacted that lhls ‘act shall take effect rom
and after the time the bell ix bung.”

“Approved Sept. 15th, 1871.

LW pRRRT
“Thos. Parker Governor.”

“An Act in Relatlon to filling vucant offices.

Sec. 1st. Be It enacted by the Legislature of the Chickasaw Natig
That from and after the passage of this act all appolntments and Cor
missions given by the Governor for filling vacant otfices shall not extel
beond the first annual election of the people: or the frst annual S
sion of the Leglslature ns’the case may be.

Sec. 2nd.  Be It further enacted, That if the vacant offices are i
by election by. the people or by election of the joint votg of the Lep
lature, the people or the Legislature, as the case may be. shall be fillecdy
election ; but such election shall be to fll the vacancy in office for the!B-
expired term only.

Sec. 3rd. Be It further enacted, That this act ehall not be 0B-
strued as to interfere with the appointing power filling vacanciesfor
the unexpired term of the former incumbent already provided for bthe
Copstitution or laws.”

“Approved Sept. 18th. 1571

“Thes. Parker ) Governe”

It may be of further interest to you to know thattev.
Allen Wright, former governor of the Choctaws from 866
to 1870, was commissioned by the Legislature of the (ick-
asaw Nation, in 1872, to translate the laws of the Jation
from the English to the native language, as the Ch:taws
and the Chickasaws have the same written lanuage,
their spoken language being very similar exceptas to
some dialectal forms. The above mentioned -olume,
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“Chickasha Nan-Ulhpisa,” in the native tongue, represents
the results of Reverend Wright’s labor on his commission
from the Chickasaws.
With best wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,
Muriel H. Wright.



