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Enhancing Indic Children’s Tales with Dall-E 3 Al Imagery

Panchatantra: The Story of the Crows and the Owls
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South Asian Folklore and Children’s Stories

By: Sai Gattupalli, Sujatha Gattupalli, Girija Talluri




Background and Context

Origin: Extract from the Panchatantra, a collection of ancient Indian animal fables (Sharma, 1991, 2020; Hertel, 1908;
Original texts in Sanskrit language from 200 B.C., and translated to English in 1199 A.D., as cited by Ryder, 1949).
Setting: An animal kingdom where birds seek a leader.

Main Characters: Owls, Crows, and other birds.

Conflict: Decision-making about leadership leads to a rift between the Owls and the Crows.
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Narrative Overview

e Birds decide they need a leader, considering Garuda, the legendary bird, unsuitable.
e During a meeting, the Owls are chosen as leaders, but the Crows are absent.
e A Crow criticizes the choice of the Owl as the king, offending the Owls.

e The offended Owl declares enmity towards the Crows, leading to a longstanding feud.
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Visual Representation

Story Nature: Traditional and linear narrative.

Al Tool: Dall-E 3 (OpenAl, 2023) with prompt engineering techniques (Gattupalli et al., 2023)

Purpose of Visuals: To enhance understanding and engagement, especially for children.

Rationale: The story is not inherently multimodal; we're using Al-generated visuals to provide a contemporary

interpretation for easier comprehension.
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In a lush, green forest..




A diverse group of birds gathered, engaging in a community meeting to decide on a new leader.




An owl at the center of the bird assembly in a forest clearing, with various birds surrounding it, looking on with respect
and anticipation. The owl appears regal and wise, signifying its selection as the new leader.




Image depicting a late-arriving crow at a bird assembly in a forest clearing. The crow looks surprised and curious,
observing the owl, who is now recognized as the leader, surrounded by other attentive birds.



The crow expressing its disapproval of the owl as the new leader. The crow is in the foreground, appearing disdainful as
it speaks, while the surrounding birds, including the owl, react with surprise and discomfort.




The owl, offended and angry, declares enmity towards the crows. In this image, the owl is central, portrayed with a stern and
commanding expression, making its solemn declaration. The other birds are shown with expressions of shock and dismay,
emphasizing the gravity of the situation in the lush green forest setting. This is the pivotal moment where the lifelong feud between
the owls and the crows begins.




The crows reflecting on their mistake, feeling remorseful. They are in a somber mood, with one appearing particularly thoughtful
and regretful, signifying their realization of the impact of their thoughtless words. The lush green forest remains the backdrop, now
with an atmosphere of sadness and reflection, capturing the crows' recognition of the unnecessary enmity they have caused.




The final image symbolically represents the enduring enmity between the owls and the crows. The scene is visually divided, with
owls on one side and crows on the other, each group eyeing the other warily. The backdrop is the same lush green forest, but the
mood is tense and standoffish, illustrating the ongoing conflict between the two groups.




Moral of the Story: Thoughtless words can lead to lasting enmity.
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