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*The author is a descendent of Jelle and Taalke Heeren and enjoys learning about family history. He grew

up in rural South Dakota and currently lives in Lincoln, NE with his wife and their four children.

Remembering East Frisian Immigrants Who Settled near 

German Valley, Illinois: A Family History Scrapbook 

Derek Heeren* 

January 3, 2024 

Summary 

In June of 1848, Jelle Heeren (age 25) married Taalke Park (age 15) near Rhauderfhen, 

East Friesland (German: Ostfriesland). One year later, on September 10, along with their 

infant son, they left everything that was familiar to them in Germany. Based on glowing 

reports of good opportunities for farming and raising a family on the American frontier, 

they set sail for the United States. After what must have been a traumatic voyage 

(including the death of their son), they entered the United States at New York City. 

Continuing onward, they arrived at a new East Frisian settlement in Illinois (later known 

as German Valley) on November 23, 1849. Jelle and Taalke established a farm, raised a 

large family, welcomed new settlers, and helped start a local church.  

Most of this paper is a Family History Scrapbook which was originally compiled by Sophia 

(Wagner) Heeren in 1992. It focuses on Jelle and Taalke Heeren and their family, although 

it also highlights their grandson, John J. Heeren, who spent his career as an educational 

missionary in China. The scrapbook includes records of genealogy, pictures, and excerpts 

from books. While many of the details are specific to Jelle and Taalke’s family, the broader 

themes of this paper may be of interest to any reader who enjoys learning about German 

immigrants who settled in the American heartland. An extended introduction provides 

historical context and a glimpse into the experiences of this early-immigrant generation, 

the first generation of East Frisian immigrants in the American Midwest.  

Introduction 

Immigration 

In 1849, Abraham Lincoln was wrapping up his two-year term representing Illinois in the 

U.S. House of Representatives. A local blacksmith, John Deere, had just moved from 

Grand Detour to Moline, IL where he would have access to the Mississippi River for 

shipping his increasingly popular steel plows. In 1849, Iowa and Minnesota were in the 

process of being settled. Further out on the westward-moving American frontier, the 

Kansas, Nebraska, and Dakota Territories had not yet been formed. In the American 

Southwest, there was not even a map available for the Grand Canyon (John Wesley 

Powell would make his perilous expedition down the Colorado River in 1869). 
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The year 1849 was also when Jelle and Taalke Heeren migrated to Illinois. Jelle 

(pronounced YEL-lə in German or JEL in English), the youngest of seven children, was 

from Holte and had become a member of the Lutheran church in Rhaude. Both Holte and 

Rhaude were about two miles north of Rhauderfhen, East Friesland. At that time, East 

Friesland was part of Kingdom of Hannover in the German Confederation, although it was 

previously part of the Dutch Republic (see the paper “Ethnic heritage of the families from 

East Friesland (Northwest Germany) who migrated to the American Midwest”). Taalke’s 

parents, Jan and Gepke Park, had six children (Taalke was the oldest) and owned a 

bakery and restaurant in Rhauderfhen. East Friesland suffered from crop failures in 1845 

and 1846, causing a sharp rise in the cost of living. Also, the German conscription (draft) 

for military service was not popular.  

   

  

Top left: Location of Illinois shown on a U.S. map with 1849 political subdivisions 

(image credit: Golbez, 2006, Wikipedia). Top right: Location of German Valley within 

Illinois (image credit: Google Earth). Bottom: Aerial view of Jelle and Taalke Heeren’s 

farmstead (image credit: Google Earth).  
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In 1847, with a group of eight people, Arend J. Arends started 

the first East Frisian settlement in America at German 

Valley. (A few East Frisians had immigrated earlier to different 

places, but hadn’t start an East Frisian settlement). This was 

the beginning of the great East Frisian migration to the 

American Midwest (1847-1900). Arend sent back reports of 

favorable living conditions, initiating a migration chain. In 

1848, after Jelle and Taalke’s wedding, Jan Park traveled to 

the settlement to assess the living conditions for himself and 

sent back his own positive report. Jelle and Taalke began their 

journey the following September. Their group also included 

Jan’s wife Gepke with their children. Arriving at the settlement 

in November, the group joyfully reunited with Jan. In 1849, 

the population of the settlement had increased from 28 to 66 

people. Jan and Gepke must have been people with vision 

to be willing to take the risk and move to a new land at the 

very beginning of the wave of migration (before it became a 

popular choice), and to partner with their daughter and son-

in-law (Jelle and Taalke) to provide a new life for their families. 

Life in the German Valley-Freeport Settlement 

With limited opportunities for aspiring farmers to acquire land in Germany, the opportunity 

for East Frisians to settle on available land in the American Midwest, particularly as part 

of a settlement with other East Frisians, allowed them to preserve their rural way of life 

and their ethnic heritage. The sense of belonging with like-minded neighbors in the 

settlement reduced the loneliness which is so often experienced by those who move to a 

new country. In contrast to their old home in Germany, where the rural poor did hard labor 

but did not have opportunity to become landowners, class mobility was possible for 

immigrants in America, and land ownership would become a central part of the East 

Frisian-American identity. In addition, there was less of a class distinction; while East 

Friesland had a clear difference between landowners (“marsh farmers”) and laborers 

(peasants), the social structure of the East Frisian settlements in America afforded 

respect to all in the community regardless of financial condition. There was a sense of 

unity and “give and take,” with those who were more established standing by the side of 

those who had greater need. 

Jelle and Taalke settled on a farmstead one mile south of German Valley (near Freeport, 

IL), adjacent to Jan and Gepke’s farmstead. Both farmsteads were along Mud Creek 

which provided a water supply. Jelle had purchased his 120-acre plot of land for $800 

when he arrived, which is approximately $33,000 in today’s dollars. The land included a 

primitive, one-room log cabin where Jelle and Taalke lived for ten years. They also used 

their cabin to provide hospitality, often hosting one or two other families (e.g., new 

immigrants) for weeks at a time. Since the settlement did not yet have a church, Jelle, 

Today, the population of East 
Friesland (an area approximately 40 
miles long by 30 miles wide) is 
469,000. Historical data on the 
population of East Friesland is not 
readily available, but it is available 
for the province of Friesland in the 
Netherlands. If the trend of 
population growth in these two 
regions was similar, then the 
population of East Friesland in 1850 
would have been between 150,000 
and 200,000. This would be a high 
population density for an area that is 
primarily rural, around 150 people 
per square mile (including both 
towns and countryside). To compare 
it to another rural area, Turner 
County, South Dakota (in the more 
populated part of the state) currently 
has a population density of 15 
people per square mile. Although 
East Friesland is a small corner of 
Europe often forgotten in the annals 
of history, approximately 20,000 
immigrants from East Friesland 
would help settle the American 
heartland. 
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*Some of the East Frisian immigrants had wooden shoes, similar to Dutch wooden shoes. 

Michael Van Osterloo (who had immigrated in 1849 through New Orleans and up the 

Mississippi River by steamboat), and others initiated a congregation which began meeting 

in Jelle and Taalke’s cabin in 1850 (Silver Creek Reformed Church). Although most East 

Frisians immigrated for economic reasons more than religious or political reasons, East 

Frisian settlements would typically prioritize forming a church soon after farms were 

established. The church was the center of community life and provided a way to uphold 

their beliefs and ethnic heritage. 

Jelle and his father-in-law shared equipment and worked together to “break the prairie” 

with a plow pulled by oxen. Breaking the sod of the tall-grass prairie was viewed as an 

important step in preparing land for food production which would support families and 

communities. (In the nineteenth century, people did not yet have the scientific 

understanding needed to appreciate the value of preserving a portion of the native prairie 

with its ecosystem.) Crops included corn, wheat, and oats. Grain was cut by hand with a 

cradle, which was a scythe with long fingers (tines) to catch the cut grain.  

Jelle and Taalke’s farm was profitable, and they eventually built a stone house to replace 

the original log cabin. They raised a family with eleven children. Besides their first child 

who died at sea, the rest of the children lived to adulthood and several lived past 70 years 

of age. They had come to America in part for the freedom to pursue a better life; in time 

they were indeed able to obtain a good quality of life for themselves and their children. 

Taalke lived to be 67 and Jelle passed away when he was 91.  

By 1917, the “mother” settlement around German Valley had grown to an area 

approximately 35 miles by 25 miles with about 4,000 people. From there, other daughter 

settlements had been formed, sometimes in marshy land such as eastern Illinois. East 

Frisian and Dutch immigrants constructed drainage systems to lower the water table and 

“reclaim” the land for crop production. They brought with them valuable experience with 

drainage since much of their homeland was near sea level. Even today the Netherlands 

is a leader in water management (e.g., the IHE Delft Institute for Water Education).  

Over the decades, the East Frisian immigrants would remember their homeland fondly, 

but they also recognized the opportunities they had gained in America. In 1912, the editor 

of an East Frisian-American newspaper in Iowa summed it up with a fictional dialogue:  

"Freerkohm, what were the conditions in East Friesland before you came to America?" He 

said, "you know well Kasper that I had to work hard like everybody else, digging ditches… 

The food? Sour black bread with rancid butter or cheese, buttermilk soup, beans with stale 

pork…” "How much did you have when you came to America?" "On my feet, two hard 

boots*. In my pocket I had a handkerchief… [with] a Prussian Taler (a silver coin used in 

Germany)." "Well, well, but you need not feel ashamed of that… But, if I may ask, what do 

you possess now?" Freerkohm answered, "I have 320 acres of land, twelve horses, sixty 

head of cattle…" "Well, I am glad to hear this, but would you have gotten along this well in 

East Friesland?" "Oh my, no! Why ask such a question?" "And would you have been able 

to ride to town and to church in a carriage?" "No." "And what would have become of your 

children?" "Ah! They would have been in the same condition of poverty [as I had been in]." 

(From East Frisian News as quoted in Lindaman, 2004.) 
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Wessel Heeren
b: 1788, Germany
d: Germany?

Forka (Collman) Heeren
b: 1790, Germany
d: Germany?

Jelle & Taalke Heeren Family Tree

Jelle Heeren
b: 6/30/1822, Holt, East Friesland, Germany
d: 5/25/1914, German Valley, IL

Taalka “Tillie” (Park) Heeren
b: 2/23/1833, near Hamburg, Germany
d: 3/31/1900, German Valley, IL

m: June 1848, near Rhauderfhen, 
East Friesland, Germany

migrated: 1849

Wessel E. Heeren
b: 10/17/1850, German Valley, IL
d: 1/19/1929, Lennox, SD

Greetje “Grace” (Van Osterloo) Heeren
b: 3/24/1853, German Valley, IL
d: 2/2/1924, Lennox, SD

m: 3/24/1875, German Valley, IL
moved to Chancellor, SD: 1890

Daniel M. Heeren
b: 6/23/1880, German Valley, IL
d: 2/23/1937, Chancellor, SD

Minnie (Highstreet) Heeren
b: 11/4/1882, Carroll, IA
d: 7/8/1972, Chancellor, SD

m: 3/14/1906, Chancellor, SD

Luverne Louis Heeren
b: 3/13/1911, Chancellor, SD
d: 8/14/2005, Chancellor, SD

Sophia Mae (Wagner) Heeren
b: 5/3/1917, Carrington, ND
d: 7/1/2014, Chancellor, SD

m: 11/23/1944, Chancellor, SD

John Jelle Heeren
b: 12/18/1875, German Valley, IL
d: 2/2/1941, Manhattan, NY

Edith M. (Weeks) Heeren
b: 1880, Reading, England
d: 1956, Claremont, CA

m: 4/6/1912, Cheefoo, China

Wilhelm “William” Christian Wagner
b: 2/21/1875, Michigan City, IN
d: 4/10/1919, Carrington, ND

Anna (Rust) Wagner
b: 4/18/1880, Butler County, IA
d: 6/15/1927, Chancellor, SD

m: 3/26/1901 
Rushmore, MN

Johan “Jan” Park
b: Germany
d: Illinois

Gepke Park
b: Germany
d: Illinois

migrated from 
Rhauderfhen, East Friesland 

to German Valley, IL: 
1848 (Jan)  and 1849 (Gepke)

Family tree providing an overview of Sophia Heeren’s Family History Scrapbook. 

The tree highlights Jelle and Taalka Heeren, illustrates the connection with 

Sophia, and shows other people who are mentioned in the scrapbook.

Meinhard Heeren
b: 1819, Holt, East Friesland
d: 1899, Tea, SD

Jan “John” Heeren
b: 1814, Holt, East Friesland
d: 1888, German Valley, IL

John D. Heeren
b: 12/16/1857, German Valley, IL
d: 2/29/1920, Dell Rapids, SD
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*When the East Frisians first arrived in Illinois, genuine black tea was very expensive. Instead, they 

used leaves from the Penny Royal, a flowering plant that grew in marshes, to make “slough tea.” They 

would also make tea with blackberry leaves. 

Descendants 

Illinois was a good place for farming. It was known for having excellent soil, and most 

years it had adequate rain for crops. Many of Jelle and Taalke’s children stayed in the 

area, and some continued farming. However, there was not enough land available for all 

of them. Two of their children went to South Dakota, which was open for settlement 

through the Homestead Act of 1862. While Abraham Lincoln is often remembered for 

ending slavery, he also supported westward expansion during his presidency with the 

Homestead Act, the Pacific Railway Act (supporting the first trans-continental railroad), 

and the Morrill Act (for land-grant colleges). 

In 1882, Jelle and Taalke’s son Johan “John” D. Heeren, after marrying Christina 

Akkerman, moved to a farm near Chancellor, SD as part of the new Lennox-Chancellor 

East Frisian settlement (including Tea, Lennox, Chancellor, Hurley, and Marion). Jelle 

and Taalke’s son Wessel E. Heeren, his wife Grace, and their children moved to a farm 

near Chancellor in 1890. One of Wessel and Grace’s children was John J. Heeren. 

Starting in 1911, he spent three decades as a history professor at Cheeloo University in 

Jinan (formerly Tsinan), the capital city of the province of Shandong (formerly Shantung) 

in eastern China. John and his wife Edith, knowing the undeserved love of Christ which 

they had received, sacrificed much to demonstrate this love to the people of Shantung. 

For example, during the “Jinan Incident” of 1928 in which several thousand people were 

killed, John and Edith risked their lives to evacuate 47 university students from the city, in 

a train where they laid on the floor to avoid gunfire which shattered the windows (see the 

Family History Scrapbook for more details about John and his work). 

Jelle’s brother and sister-in-law, Jan and Anna S. Heeren, and their children immigrated 

with Jelle in 1849 and settled on a farm one mile west of German Valley. Jelle’s other 

brother and sister-in-law, Meinhard and Hilge Heeren, immigrated to German Valley in 

the 1850s. Abraham Lincoln, in 1858, came to the nearby city of Freeport, IL for a debate 

with Stephen Douglas and received enthusiastic support from the East Frisians. When 

the Civil War broke out in 1861, at least 20 of East Frisian immigrants, who had lived in 

the United States for only 13 years or less, quickly volunteered to “leave the plow” and 

serve their new country. This included Jan and Anna’s son Wilhelm “William” Heeren (age 

17) and Meinhard (age 42) who fought for the North in the 46th Infantry Regiment.  

In 1884 Meinhard and Hilge moved by railroad to a small village in the Lennox-Chancellor 

settlement. Three of Jan and Anna’s children also moved to that area. When local leaders 

were brainstorming names for the village, they decided to stop for tea. Someone 

suggested “Tea” as a name, reflecting their heritage since East Friesland is famous for its 

tea culture*. Meinhard’s son and daughter-in-law Henry and Flora Heeren were the first 

mail carriers (beginning in 1903). When the village was formally organized as the town 

of Tea (1906), William Heeren was the first Justice of the Peace and Board Chairman.   
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Character Traits  

While not wanting to romanticize the stories of immigration (the hardships were very real), 

it is helpful to reflect on the positive traits that shine through. The East Frisian immigrants 

brought with them both German and Dutch culture. They reflected many of the German 

virtues, such as reliability, diligence (consider the difficulty of farmwork in 1849!), order, 

and a high sense of duty. They possessed the courage to embark on a life-changing 

journey and the orderliness to provide structure for a new community. Their commitment 

to hard work (and the corresponding lack of recreation) made it possible to survive the 

early years; progress on a farm was evidenced by a growing number of cattle and 

upgrading from oxen to a team of sleek horses. East Frisian immigrants were not known 

for showing emotion (except an occasional tear for the old homeland); however, love was 

demonstrated through loyalty, acts of service, and providing for each other’s physical 

needs. They were generally characterized as stable, quiet, inward-focused people; not 

interested in folk songs or dance; and more interested in farmwork than social 

organizations. With a centuries-old pattern of democratic self-governance, decision 

making prioritized seeking consensus. They had a straightforward conservatism, 

cherishing local independence and minimal government interference, which would 

continue as part of the East Frisian-American identity. 

An example of Dutch influence can be seen in the Dutch Reformed congregations (East 

Friesland was approximately three-fourths Lutheran and one-fourth Reformed). Dutch 

Reformed is a branch of Christianity that focuses on Bible truth, forgiveness of sins by 

grace alone, and moral living as a way to honor Christ. While the East Frisian immigrants 

did not emphasize a personal relationship with God, they were highly devoted to church, 

did prayer and Bible reading at home, and found strength in singing the psalms from the 

Bible. An exemplary expression of faith occurred when Jelle and Taalke were crossing 

the Atlantic Ocean with a voyage marked by storms, frightening waves, over-crowded 

living conditions, illness, and the death of their infant son. With much lamentation, they 

‘buried’ his body at sea; yet Jelle also looked forward to the resurrection described in the 

Book of Revelation and later stated that “…the time will come when the sea must give 

back its dead, and the sea itself, with its peril, affliction, and separation, shall be no more.” 
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Preface: A Tribute to the Original Author 

 

The rest of this paper is a Family History Scrapbook, which was originally compiled in 

1992 by my grandmother, Sophia Heeren. I have many fond memories of her telling these 

stories with much love and warmth. Throughout my childhood, I would often visit her and 

grandpa (Luverne Heeren), which would usually include tea and snacks after looking at 

the garden. The stories of our heritage were recounted with faith and hope–a confidence 

that, despite the trials our ancestors had endured, God had been at work in the midst of 

those difficulties and had been providing faithfully for His people.  

Grandma assembled the scrapbook to preserve this history for future generations. I made 

edits to fix minor errors and added annotations to improve clarity. For the sake of brevity, 

I omitted some of the pages from the original scrapbook. After beginning with a family tree 

of Sophia’s parents–Wilhelm and Anna (Rust) Wagner–the scrapbook continues with a 

focus on Jelle and Taalka. I hope the scrapbook is an encouragement to you as it has 

been for me.  

Derek Heeren 

January 3, 2024 

Lincoln, Nebraska 
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East Freasia, Germany

East Freasia, Germany
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John and Gertie (Amelsberg) Rust (who were both born in East Friesland) along with their nine children 
Anna (Rust) Wagner is second from the left in the back row 
Picture taken around 1908, perhaps in Chancellor, SD
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(Neermoor, Ostfriesland)

(Neermoor, Ostfriesland)

Margaretha (Janssen) Van Lo

Michael Van Osterloo
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WESSEL HEEREN MARRIED 
1788 

CHILDREN 

* SERVINA

* ANKE

* JOHN "Jan"

* ANTJE

* LENA (TENA)

* MEINHART

* JELLE

* ALL BORN IN EAST FRIESLAND,

GERMANY

FORKA COLLMAN 
1790 

MARRIED 

HENRY SCHMACHER 

___ FREESE, 
(BROTHER OF WEERT) 

ANNA SOPHIA WEYMEIR 

KLASS HEYER 

WEERT FREESE 

HILGE MUSTARD 

TAALKA PARK 
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*JELLE HEEREN
JUNE 30, 1822

MAY 25_, 1914 

CHILDREN 

WESSEL APRIL 1849 

WESSEL E. OCT.18, 1850 

GEPKE JULY 9,1853 

FOSKEA -- /861:> 

JOHAN "John" D. DEC.16,1857 

SERVINA 1860-1892 

HEYE ERUNS  1862-1940

MARRIED 
1848 

MARRIED 

12-16-73

3 24-74 

11-10-76

2-23-82

3 20-84 

EMMA 

3-:5-87 

OCT.16,1864 - NOV.28,1950

JETTA :!. 868 3-29-83
JUNE 1,1906 

ANGE�INE JAN.29,1870- APRIL 12, 1951 

JELLE MAY 4,18 4-25-1901

JUNE 23, 1961 

TAALKA E.AEK. 
FEB. 23,1833 
HAR. 31,1900 

DIED AT SEA OCT 15,1849 

GRACE VAN OSTERLOS 

DANIAL VAN OSTERLOS 

GEORGE HAYUNGA 

CHRISTINA AKKERMAN 

WIL:' MUL�ER 

MARTIN DEN 

BERTA WENGER 

s 

C 
,._, 

*CAME TO AMERICA IN 1849, ALL CHILDREN BORN IN ILLINOIS 

JOHAN fARK. MARRIED G �E-f�K-A..._ ___ _ 

CHILDREN 
*TAALKA

.JOHAN 

*-I ASPE:\ 

*JETTA OR JETTCHEN

*,JOHN ANN 

*HYE BURNS

1848 JELLE HEEREN 

(DROWNED AT AGE 16) 

MARY TERRY 

WILLIAM WESSEL 

WILLIAMS RALPHS 

ALL BORN NEAR HAMBURG, GERMANY * MIGRATED TO AMERICA
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Farmstead where Jelle and 
Taalka Heeren settled near 
German Valley, IL. 
(Pictures taken by Sophia 
Heeren)
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The following pages are excerpted from the book “The East Friesens in America,” written by Pastor 
George Schnucker in 1917 and translated into English in 1986 by Kenneth De Wall (included here 
with permission granted by the Ostriesen Genealogical Society of America, 2023).

"
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Foskea (Heeren) Hayunga
(wife of Gerhard "George" J. Hayunga)
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(built in 1861)
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*

*German Valley was originally 
known as North Grove. 
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*Elsewhere in the book, Schnucker notes that one-
room log cabins were common in those days and were 
known for having leaky roofs. An umbrella was kept 
by the bed to help stay dry on rainy nights. 

*
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Silver Creek 
Reformed Church, 
German Valley, IL. 
(Pictures taken by 
Sophia Heeren)
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Left to right: 
Luverne Heeren 
Faye Dubbelde 
Lucille Heeren 
Margaret Heeren
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WESSEL HEEREN 
OCT.17,1850 
JAN.19,1929 

CHILDREN 

JOHN JELLE DEC. 1875

MARRIED 
12-16-73

MARRIED 

MICHAEL G. MAY 14,1877 - MARCH 12,1898 

JOHANN F. OCT. 17\ 1878 - MARCH 4, 1898 

DANIEL JUNE 23, 1880 3-14-06
FEB. 23, 1937 

HERMAN JUNE 6,1882 

MARGARETHA L. FEB.21,1885 - JAN.22,1907 

TILLIE NOV 18, 1886 
AUG.21,1945 

WILLIAM OCT 31,1896 
JUL 4, 1963 

3-17-16 

GRACE UH. OSTERLOS 
MARCH 42,1853 
FEB. 2, 1924 

EDITH WEEKS 

MINNIE HIGHSTREET 
NOV.4,1882-JUL.8,1972 

WINIFRED HAUSER 

OCCO HARMS 

MATTIE LUTTERMAN 
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WESSEL AND GRACE <VAN OSTERLOS) HEEREN 

JOHN JELLE AND EDITH (WEEKS) HEEREN 

ROBERT HEEREN 

MARY HEEREN 

MICHAEL HEEREN 

JOHANN "JOHN" HEEREN 

DANI�L AND MINNIE (HIGHSTREET) HEEREN 

WESLEY AND HELEN (WEELDRYER) HEEREN 

ALFRED HEEREN 

LUVERNE AND SOPHIA (WAGNER) HEEREN 

MARGARET HEEREN 

MARVIN HEEREN 

LOUIS AND KATE (SYMENS) HEEREN 

LUCILLE HEEREN 

HERMAN AND WINIFRED (HAUSER) HEEREN 

DUANE HEEREN 

JOYCE AND JOSEPH DALE 

ROBERT HEEREN 

MAGGIE HEEREN 

TILLIE AND OCCO HARMS 

JOE AND KATE HARMS 

WESLEY AND IRENE (RADLAFF) HARMS 

MARGARET AND ROBERT YEAGER 

CORNELIOUS AND IRENE (HAMMERSTROM) HARMS 

WILLIAM AND MATTIE (LUTTERMAN) HEEREN 

MYRA AND PHILL WACKENDORF 

IDA AND GENE WILKENSON 
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John Jelle Heeren (1875-1941)
Wife: Edith Mary (Weeks) Heeren (1880-1956)
Son: Robert Heeren (died in infancy)
Daughter: Mary Grace Heeren (1914-1926)
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The "Tsinan Incident" 
of 1928
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John J. Heeren

Brother: Daniel M. Heeren 
Sister: Matilda "Tillie" Heeren

"Willie" is younger brother William F. Heeren 
Mother is Grace (Van Osterloo) Heeren
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Heeren family reunion, 1922, German Valley, IL
 At the home of Emma Heeren and Angelina Heeren (probably Jan & Gepke Park's farmstead)
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(Edith Heeren) 
(John J. Heeren)

(Mary Grace 
Heeren)

(daughter of Jelle & Taalka)

(daughter of Jell & Taalka)

(daughter of 
Jelle & Taalka)

(son of Jelle & Taalke)

(son of George & 
Foskea Hayunga)

(daughter of Jelle & 
Ella Hayunga)

(married Foskea Heeren)

(married Jelle R. Hayunga)

(daughter of Jelle 
& Ella Hayunga)

(son of Heye Heeren)

(daughter of Heye Heeren)

(daughter of Heye Heeren)

(daughter of Heye Heeren)

(daughter of Heye Heeren)

(baby Erma)
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DANIEL M, HEEREN 
JUNE 23, 1880 

CHILDREN 

WESLEY F. AUG.10,1907 
JAN. 3,1987 

MARRIED 

3-20-31

ALFRED A. FEB 23,1909 - DEC.30,1918 

LUVERNE L. MAR 13, 1911 11-23-44

MARVIN E MAR.16,1814 - MAY 14,1914 

MARGARET SEP.7,1915 

LOUIS A. MAR.19,1917 3-21-45

LUCILLE OCT.2,1925 

MINNIE HIGHSTREET 
11-04-82
07-08-72

HELEN WEELDRYER 
MAR 31, 1804 

SOPHIA M WAGNER 
5-3-17

KATE V SYMENS 
9-1-22
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FREDRICK AND SOPHIE HIGHSTREET 

DICK AND DOROTHY HOOGESTRAAT 

FRED AND LORNA (CUNNINGHAM) HOOGESTRAAT 

SILVIA AND GEORGE HENDRICKS 

BEN AND MABLE (GADE) HOOGESTRAAT 

SIEFRIED AND WINEFRED (HAMMILL) HOOGESTRAAT 

STENA AND WILL MC COY 

MARVIN MC COY 

ALICE AND JOHN ELKER 

ELINOR AND RUBIN HAAR 

MINNIE AND DANIEL HEEREN 

WESLEY AND HELEN (WEELDRYER) HEEREN 

ALFRED HEEREN 

LUVERNE AND SOPHIA (WAGNER) HEEREN 

MARVIN HEEREN 

MARGARET HEEREN 

LOUIS AND KATE (SYMENS) HEEREN 

LUCILLE HEEREN 

PAULINE AND WILLIAM JACOBS 
12-29-84 1883 

12-16-41 1946 

MARRIED 2-28-1906 

CLARENCE AND ELTA (STRUCK) JACOBS 

ART ABO FLORENCE (DAVIS) JACOBS 
4-18-09
8-78

HAROLD AND LILLIAN (DE nEUI) JACOBS 

VERNON AND MARGARET (LARSON) JACOBS 

LAWRENCE AND CARRIE (MURRA) JACOBS 

WILFRED AND LANORE (MURRA) JACOBS 

CRISTINE AND ART NELSON 

("Hoogestraat")
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WESLEY L HEEREN 
AUG 8, 1907 

CHILDREN 

DONA L. 1933 

DUANE D. 1935 

NORMA J. 1936 

KENNETH L. 1941 

MARRIED 
3-20-31

4-5-60

2-18-57

6-6-61

HELEN W:EELDRYER 

MAR 31, 1904 

ROBERT E. JOHNSON 

VERLA L OTTEN 

RUSSELL PETERS 

HARRIET MEYER 
1940 
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LUVERNE L HEEREN 
MAR 13, 1911 

CHILDREN 

GENE F 1846 

FAYE L 1954 

DON M 1955 

MARRIED 
11-3-44

6-3-67

6-9-73

SOPHIA M WAGNER 

MAY 3, 1917 

LINDA B JOHNSON 

1946 

JACK P DUBBELDE 

1948 

CAHOL A ;,,lILLJ'.;R 

1959 

6-9-73

10-10-80
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LOUIS A HEEREN 
MAR 19, 1917 

CHILDREN 

HARJEAN K 191J9 

WAYNE L 1854 

LYNN A 1956 

VERA M 1959 

MARRIED 
4-21-45

KATIE Y SYMENS 
SEP 01, 1922 
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