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The Samoan group of islands extends in latitude from 1300 26' to
140 22' 5., and in longitude from 1680 10' to 1720 43' W,, being about 2700
miles east of the northern tip of Australia and 2200 miles south of the
Hawaiian Islands.

Prior to 1899 the interests of the United States, Great Britain,
and Germany in the Samoan Islands had been the subject of misunderstand-
ing and controversy for many years. In that year, a treaty between the
threc interested nations was signed, by which the Samoan Islands west of
longitude 1710 W, were allocated to Germany and those east of this line
to the United States.

American Samoa comprises the Island of Tutuila and all other is-
lands of the Samosn group east of longitude 1710 W including Rose
Island, Tau, Olosoga, Ofu and Aunuu. The Islands of Tau, Olesega, and
Ofu arc generally known as the Manuc Group, ond the Island of Aunuu is
administcred as & vart of the Bastern District of th: Islaond of Tutuila.
Rosg Isgland is an uninhabited coral atelly of no praetiesl walue. By
Joint Resolution of Congrcss approved hu“&h 4, 1925, the sovereignty of
the United Statce was rxtcnd.d to Swains lslend, which lies 210 miles to
the northward of Tutuiln, 2nd the isltnd was n:dc a part of Americen Samoa.

On Februsry 19, 1900, the Prosident, by Exceutive Order, pl=aced
the isl~nds of dmn-rieon S~mos under the jurisdiction of the Secretsry of
the Navy. On April 17, 1200, the High Chiefs ﬂf Tutuiln volunterily
ceded the Islands of Tutuila and Aunuu to the United States. The islnnds
of the Manua Group werc ceded to the United Strtes by their Chiefs on
July 16, 1904, Fresident Theodore Rooscvelt ncknovledged the cession of
the islands by their chicfs and sent a watch, a med=l snd a diploma to
each signer of the dzeds of cession. Congreoss nceepted the islands under
a Joint Resolution cpproved February 20, 1929.

The former Germen islands are now manduted to Now Zealnand.

The islands of Amerieczn Somoa sre of volennic formation and mountain-

ous, rising in places abruptly from the sea. The Island of Tutuila is
of irwrcegular shape, about 18 miles long ~2nd from 5 to 6 miles wide in the
widest part, cont2ining approximatcly 40 squarc miles of lsnd. A mountain
range extends nearly the whole length of the isl-nd, with spurs on either
side and indentations of deep vanlleys. Jxcept =t the foot of the mountains

olong the coast, nnd 2 broad fertile plain in the southwestern part of the
islsnd, therc is very littlec.level 1lrnd. Prgo-Pasc Bay, the safest mnd
best harbor ir the South Seas, has its entronce to the southward and
nearly cuts the island in twcs

The elimate of the islands is tropicel but squapl From May to
November strong sauthwest winds blow, during thae ot! w onths the winds
are variable. Severe gales and oceasional hurrict eSS ve been experiecnced,
Sl




In 1899, 1903, 1913, 1915, 1926, 1981, nnd 1936 hurricanes swept the
islands with great domage to property ond food erops and, except in
1931 and 1936, some loss of life., Destruction of property and crops
was so great in 1915, 1926 and 1931 as to necessitnte appropriations
from Congress and Red Cross relicf. During the month of January 1939
(hurrienne seascen) a tropical storm narrowly missed Tutuila but this
area was subjected to heavy torrential rains. During the period from
13 to 19 Jomuary, 54.3 inches of rain fell in the viecinity of the Naval
Station with a record high of 18.3 inches on 16 January. Considerable
damnge resulted due to numerous lendslides. The rainy season extends
from Deeember to March, The average yearly rainfall for 39 years weas
124.0 inches. The temperaturc is highest during the summer months,
Dcecember to February; coolest in the winter months, June to August.
The yearly temperature ranges from 900 to 700 Fahrenheit.

The soil of the islands is of two kinds - clay and sand. In the
valleys it is alluvial and quite fertile for growing tropical fruits.
Due to the heaovy rainfall the soil un hillsides is thin and there is
no subsoil. Certain elcments nocessary to tvnpurntc zone plant life
were apparently burned out at the formetion of theise islands. The
goil is quite "spotted", i.e., in certrin locolities one kind of ve-
getable will grow wsll end only o short distance away the same vegetable
will not thrive. This is dus chiefly to the various altitudes of the
tillable portions oFf the land surfqce,. the nature of the so0il and the
degree cf protection from salt 2ir, In addition to the tropical fruits
and vegetables native to Srmeoa the folloming have been found by experi-
ment to do foirls well here: trepicel corn (Guam eorn has given best
results - Americ-n ficlé and swect corra Ao not thrive) swect potatoes,
radishes, strins beans, okra, pesnuts, Burnip muatard, ‘rutabaga,
cucumbers, and peas. Tomntoes, cabb gt ~1 ‘nt and lottuce can be
grown in eertein locnalities but thoe land requires fertilizer or chemical
treatment end the plents requirc gre=t care with frequent spraying. The
eltrus firuits that sgrow fairly well hqrc arc oranges, limes, lemonsy
grepefruit, and. te ines., The follevwing spe Lﬁ“ »f nut trees have
recently been 1ntr/,1c~x into American En“ a anf while the trecs are
growing well, it is too early to precdiet what the result will bed
macacamia, lichi, pili, cnshew, Enzlish walnut, and Malabar chestnuts.

A great variety of tropieal fruit tress has b;,n obtained from Hawaii

and the Philippine Isl nds by the Depurtiient of agriculture and these
trees are growing at the experimental farm. The list includes carambola,
longan, French cherries, rcse apples, Kei applesz, strr applcs, Brazil
cherriss, loquat, African manestcen, mabolo, tanarinds, dates, Liberian
Java and Arabian coffec, fifteen vnaricties of =vocado and two kinds of
hardwood, teak and narra., The nost important produet of the snil is
copra, the dried meat of L%ﬁ cocoanut. The ecocoranut tree gives meat,
drink and shelter to the Semonns It grows vharever planted, begins

to bear nuts in about five yafrs, and matures in scven years. The tree
grows to be very t2ll ~nd is very sirong. The roots frori a2 dense network
extending many yords from ¢ treos, cnobling them to withstand the

heavy trade winds. apra is the prinecipal export from smericsn Samoa,
the principal market being Sen Froucisco, where the oil is exprcssed from
ite [ This cil is used in the namufscture of cocoanut butters of various
kinds, scaps, salad oil, and foxr other purposes,
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The sanitation of tho islsonds undor Amorican adninistration is
carefully watched, wnd prog: 5 is ag continuous as funds will admit,
here are no civilian physicinrs, sas tho notive population is treated
without cost 2ané the forcien element is rmch too small to maintain an
independent practionzr of medicine or ‘entistry.

The .islands of dmericon Semon are under the administration of e
naval officer wh“ 18 appecintec bv the President »~f the Unitecd Strtes
as Governor cof Ameriecegn Samon yhe also has orders from the
Seeretary of the Novy as Conmvri,at of the Naval Station, Tutuila. The
seat of the government is Pegn Pago, located on the bay bearing that
nare. The Governcr is assisted in his a2dministrotion by several of-
ficials: an Atterney General, a naval officor with legel experience
who supervises the native distriet governors, county chiefs nnd police,
and who acts as prcsecutcr in all felony ceses and in all actions in
law 2nd equity in which the govermment is o porty or has any interest,
and is authorized to prosccute, or interveune in, an appropriate ‘court
proceding, 2s the next friond of a Cestui que trust, ward, lcgates,
devisee; or heir, fas the c¢sse may bo, whrwwVw he has gonod reason to
believe that therc hus becn fraui, nisec-nd or negleet injurious to
the trust or aestate; a listico, ~n 4nerican civilisn of suitable
gualifieations; a Chiof Customg OCficor, a naval officer appointed to

this duty by the Governor; a Public Worke Officer of the Naval Station,
acting in the s pacity in th: Islond Govermnent, an Island Treasurer,
and officer of the Supnly Corrs of the Navy, and who also acts as supply
cfficer of the Navel Station; o Coshi of the Benk of émerican Samoa,

and/officer of the Surply Ccrps of il N2vy, 2nd who also acts as Disburs-
ing and Cormisary Officer of ths Naval Stotion; & Public Health Officer
who 1s the senior medical officer of the NwV“l Stntion, mmd has charge

of the Semonn Hospitnl ond outlying dis aries in addition to his

naval dutiee; and thce Direcctor of #duen Ll n, who is & navel chaplain,

The Constitution of the United Stetes does not extend to American
Sarmcq, and the Foderal Laws of the United States do not extend except
as specified in a few instances. The MCodific-tion of the Regulrtions
and Orders for thc Government of Amoriesn Sqmon" ennstitute the
written law of this depoendcney. These rcogulatinns arce amended from time
to time as found neccssa2ry by the Governor

The judiciezl power cf Americrn Samon is vested in a High Court,
six district ecmrts 2nd villa.g courts.  The Hish Court eonsists of
the Chief Justice and two as iate judges. The associate judges are
chosen by the Chief Justice i \m among the native judges,

For &dministration purpuscs, ricen Samca is divided into three
districts, thc Eastern, Westorn and U‘“U“ districts. BHach district is
administered by a nniiVﬂ ’iwtriot zovernor aprointed by the Governor.
The districts are agnii 1 int> eounties, occh administered by
chiefy, who is appcinted by t“c

American Semoa is Urited States territory It is not a customs
¢alleetion district, ond irmcortatisneg into these islends are not gnvern=
ed by the United States Custom Regulations 411 irverts from foreign
countries, including the United St-tes, are subject to an ad valorem duty




of 15%, oxcspt certain items subjeet to specific duty and those on
the free liste Importers of dutinble goods are required to pay en im=
port licemnse fee cqual tc 1% of the value of such goods importeds

The school systcin consists of a Beard of Elueation, a Director
of Edueation, a Surerintendent of Elucatiosn (2 civilisn who receives
selary cof $250.00 per ronth), a Supervising Principal (Samnan) and
Secretary cf Elucation. There sre 74 teachers, of whom 7 are white
average salary for white teachers, &77 por month, ~veragc salary for
native teachers $16 rer month), Thore arc 25 scheols., The cost of
the schcols now averages about ??2,,‘0.00 per yenr. Thirteen of the
35 schools now established have 3 grades; 4 have 4 grades, 13 heve 6
grades, 2nd 4 oxtend to the ninth gre In addition to these classes
a normal scheol coursc is given ca vesr for teachers and prospective
teachers. The averazc student lnen for the yenr 1939-40 wAas
2,0 InPyrmoticon concernins 'fea nositicns should be obtained
direct from the Dipectcr of Huention, However, it is believed that
aprlicants shuould not be encouraged to lozk hopefully in this direction
sincc a large »roportion of the teaching personnel is native Ssmoan.

A Department ¢f Native Industry is neintained for the prupose of
developing the native arts ani erafts among the native Samoans. The
principal articles exported zre floor mats, table mats, tapa cloths,
hula’ skirts, and wood earvings of native bm s anG keva bowls. Efforts
arc constontly beinz nade to increassc the narkets for those products
Orders nloced with the Department of Native Industry are filled direct
by the Department, »r are 4istributed arnong the leenl exporters for ship-
ment. A1) arts and craft re nade entirely by hond of nmaterisls grown
locally, an? strict supervisicn insures = high qurlity of workmanship.
The money rcecived by the netive Samesns for this work e¢nnbles them to
meet annual taxes and helps t> establish a hicher stenderd of living,
There is a steady inerease in the demand for the rroducts of the Deprrt-
ment of Native Industry throughout 2 widening r 1arket.

bank was estrblished by the Grvernment of émerican Samoa on May
1O Le L Bhesan y obiect being te previde a snfe place for the
psople of Amsrican =eomoza to denssit their nmonies, bank carries
on a general bonkinz business. The officors »f tho bank arc officials
of the Island Government. No officer of t bank receives a salary as
such cxecpt the Assistant Czshier who is eleeted by the Board of Directors
ané receives o salary of $250.00 rer monthe. One Samoan clerk is employed
by the bank.

When the ARoTiC“K flas was raiscd 211 the land was corwmannlly owned
by family aroups, exeopt: for a foew smnll tracts owned by foreigners whose
titles thercto hnﬂ huun establis! between 1820 ond 1899, From the
beginning of its owncrship of dmcrican Smmoa, the United States Govern-
ment has realized that the basis of the natives' prosperity, health, and
hapriness was founded largely upon their c 4 ywnership and culti-
vation of lands held by thcm, and has purs xi a policy of "Samoan londs
for Samoans". The laws of dmurienn Samce accardingly provide that therse
shnll be no alienstisn te 2 nonnntive of land held by natives. These




lands may, however, be leased mnntives, with the sanction of the
Governor, for a term not to cxceed 40 ycars, for any purpose gxcept for
the oxtraction of nincrals and the eutting of timber.

The government does not faver immigration into these islands, as
there is 1little opportunity for newcomers to mske a living there, and
it desires to conserve the islands £ the native Sanoans.

A cash deposit of $200.00 is required of &ll persons who enter
Aneriean Sarioa with the purpose of remaining. This deposit will be
returned at the end »f 2 year, or in case of earlier departure, or
may be used by the Governor at any time to defray the experse cf main-
tenance or deportatiorn of depnsitor.

There is one small hotcl in Pago Pag hg nccommodations of which
are very crude., The katson mtion any mrintnins 2 four-weeks'
schedule between San Franciseo, Honolulw 1m0 Pagn, Suva, Fiji, and
Sydney, Australia, carrying passony sy madloana Fredehts

The "0 Le Fa'steru” in a froee monthly gazette and newspaper
published by the Govermmunt of ancricnn Lan0a, rrinted with adjoining
columns of Samoan and Inglist o 3 new rogulations and instruc-
tions together with infc i
A publication containing more ! 1iled informaticon on 4merican
Samoa, od "Ameriear on, o Genersl Renort by the Governor"™,
may be procured orn ¢ Surerintendent of Locumsnts, Government Print-
ing Office, Washington, D. C.,

(Revised July 1, 1940)




