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The Samoan group of islands extends in latitude from 150° 26' to 
149 22° S., and in longitude from 1689 10’ to 1720 43' W., being about 2700 

miles east of the northern tip of Australia end 2200 miles south of the 

Hawaiian Islands. 

Prior to 1899 the interests of the United States, Great Britain, 
and Germany in the Samoan Islands had been the subject of misunderstand- 

ing and controversy for many years. In that year, a treaty between the 

three interested nations was signed, by which the Samoan Islands west of 

longitude 171° W, were allocated to Germany and those east of this line 

to the United States. 

American Semoa comprises the Island of Tutuila and all other is- 

lands of the Samoan group east of longitude 171° W., ineluding Rose 
Island, Tau, Olosega, Ofu and Aunuu. The Islends of Tau, Olosega, and 
Ofu are generally known ss the Manus Grour, end the Island of Aunuu is 
administcred as « vart of the Hastern Matric of tr: Islend of Tutuila. 
Rose Island is an uninhabited coral atoll, of no proactiesl value. By 
Joint Resolution of cap ha approved we 4, 1925, the sovereignty of 

the United St2tes was extcndad to Swains Islend, which lies 210 miles to 

the northwerd of Tutuiln, end the islind was mode a part of Amcricen Samoa. 

On Februsry 19, 1900, the Prosident, by Exceutive Order, placed 
the islends of amcriesn Smo under the Hei wdtotion of the Secreterry of 

the Navy. On April 17, 1900, the Hieh Chiefs of Tutuils volunterily 
ceded the Islands of Tutuila and Aunuu to the United Stites. The islends 

of the Manua Group were ceeded to the United Strtes by their Chiefs on 
July 16, 1904. Fresident Theodjore Roosevelt ncknovledged the cession of 

the ielande by their chicfs and sent a watch, a med=1 end a diploma to 

each signer of the dseds of cession. Congress neeepted the islands under 

a Joint Resolution approved February 20, 1929. 

The former Germen islends sre now mindiuted to Now Zealand. 

The islands of americtn Samoa ere of volennic formation and mountain- 

ous, rising in pleces sbruptly from the sea. The Island of Tutuila is 

of irreguler shape, about 18 miles long 2nd from 5 to 6 miles wide in the 

widest part, cont?ining spproximatcly 40 squere miles of lmnd. A mountain 

range extends nearly the whole length of the isl»mnd, with spurs on either 

side and indentstions of deep valleys. xcept *t the foot of the mountains 

along the coast, nd 9 broad fertile plein in the southwestern part of the 

islend, there is very little. level Ilrnd. Pago-Paec Bay, the safest and 
best harbor in the South Seas, has its entrenee to the southward and 

nearly cuts the island in twos 

The climate cf the islnnds is trepiccl but squrp! From May to 

November strong southwest winds blow, during the ot’ « onths the winds 

are variable. Severe gales and ceeasionel hurric t j@@ave been experienced,  



In 1899, 1903, 1913, 1915, 1926, 1921, snd 1936 hurricanes swept the 

islands with erent aqemage to property end food crops and, except in 

1931 and 1936, some loss of life. Destruction of property and crops 

was so great in 1915, 1926 and 1931 as to necessit te appropriations 

from bas ine Red Cross relicf. Duriug the month of January 1939 

(hurrienne season) a tropical storm narrowly missed Tutuila but this 

area was subjectec to heavy torrential rains. During the pericd from 

13 to 19 January, 54.3 inches of rain fell in the vicinity of the Naval 
Station with a record high of 18.3 inches on 16 January. Considernble 

damage resulted due to numerous landslides. The rainy season extends 

from December to March. The average yearly rainfall for 39 years vas 

194.0 inches. The temperature is highest during the summer months, 

December to February; coslest in the winter months, June to duane, 

The yearly temperature ranges from 90° to 790 Pitwanho 2it. 

The soil of the islands is of two kinds - clay and sane. In the 

valleys it is alluvial and guite fertile for he tropical fruits. 

Due to the heavy rainfall the soil en hillsices is thin and there is 

no subsoil. Certain elements nocessary tu ble eke zone plant Life 

were apparently burned out at the formetion of thecc islands. The 

soil is quite "spotted", i.e., in ecertrin leoeslities one kind of ve- 

getable will grow well end only c short distance avay the same vegetable 

will not thrive. This is aus chiefly to the virious altitudes of the 

tillable portions of the lrnnd surfsce, the nature of the soil and the 

degree cf protection from salt air, In addition to the tropical fruits 

and vegetables native to Srmoa the following have been found by experi- 

ment to do fair: well heres trepicel e¢orn (Guam eorn has given best 

results - Americen ficlé and sweet corrsa fo not thrive) swect votatoes, 

radishes, strin: beans, okra, peanuts, turnips, muctard, ‘rutabaga, 

cucumbers, and peas. Temrtocs, cabbago, ces plsnt and Lottuce can be 

grown in certein locslitiss but ths land requires Tertiliger or chemical 

treatment end the plents require grest erre with frequent spraying. The 

citrus fruits that grow fairly well here arc oranges, limes, lemons, 

agrepetruit, and tengerines. The folloving srecies of nut trees have 

recently been introduced into American Samea anc while the trees are 

growing well, it is toc enrly to predict what the result will bes 

mecacamia, Lichi, pili, eel. Sty rusk walnut, and Malabar chestnuts. 

A great variety of tropical f has been obtained from Hawaii 

and the Philippine Islen4dis by the Gecniieccus of agriculture and these 

trees are growing at the experinental farm. The list incluces carambola, 

longan, French cherries, rese apples, Kei apples, strr apples, Brazil 
cherries, loquat, African manastcen, mabolo, tarnnrinds, dates, Liberian 

Java anc arabian coffec, fifteen vriricties cf svocado and two kinds of 

hardwood, teak end nerra. The most important product of the soil is 

copra, the dried meat of ee eacoanut. The eoeoanut tree gives ment, 

drink and shelter to the Senonns It crovs vhsrever planted, begins 

to bear nuts in about five Ones, and matures in seven years. The tree 

grows to be very tall -néd is very strong. The roots fron a dense network 

extending many yords from the trecs, enabling then to withstand the 

heavy trade winds. Capra is the principal export from americe2n Samoa, 

the principal market boing Sen Frouciseo, where the oil is expressed from 

it. This cil is used in the menifscture of coccanut butters of various 

kinds, scaps, salac oil, and for other purposes.  



and sale of native curios such as floor wots able mats, wood carvings, 

tapa cloth, etc. These find « reads wrerket in Hawail : the United States. 

During the past year preducts of this “yoo valued at $55,581.53 were ex- 

ported through Customs. 

rag + a AY = Sag bay Pane “GN PaaS A 3 Ce Ae a 
A growing source .f income Yor the Sanoar. pcople is the manufacture 

The amount of coprs 301d varies (1750 tons in 1924 to 357 tons in 

1931) with the rise and fall of the prevailing market price for that . 
product, and perticularly is affected by hurricanes previously mentioned. 
The price of copra varies widely ($156. 80 in 1920 to $30.55 in 1932) be- 

cause of the competitive trade of other oil-producing products. As a 
matter of policy, a contract is vatiacigabeo for the sale of copra when ad- 
vantage can be taken of a favorable market price, otherwise it is sold 

on consignment as is done at wali 

The Samoan live stock corprises ecttle, horses, and pigs. Cattle : t 3 > Oo 

thrive well and sare of great value in keeping down the luxuriant growth 5 j &> 

of weeds and grass. The number of cetile is eres ¢, although it is 
still small. <A great many pigs are raised by the netives, being in ae ¢ © 

great demand for feasts . sood—s Pa een Sah OF cagbons is worth 
about $50.00 io sheep are found thers 5 the natives will not eat 

mutton. 

There are no factories of any king. A few pies are built, but 

no power machinery is used. Theve are a few stores handling goods 

available for native use. No fuel is obbeinable, but there is a limited 

supply of gasoline in the stores. 

The natives of American Semoa are Polynesian and closely akin to 
the Kanakes of Hawaii and the Muoris oi New Zealand. At the taking of 
the sixteenth decennial census on April 1, 1940, the popuiation was re- 
ported as 12,908. The foilowing tables inaicete blood extraction and 
location of the inhabitants: 

Polynesians (including those of part Polynesian blood) 
7 Ceauegasians attached to the Naval 

Caucasians with perianent residence in Minerican Samoa 

C8 ee eh yy 
WUAULOIL ewnceecsnsesecee 

Japanese eeemneoeve eevee eepeoaeve ete ceeeeesooee ®t vooee ee @ eenveoaeecves e@ @ @ 

Chinese eeeseeeeveseseeveeveeeeereeeeeceeeneaeceeeseereeeeee eee © 

Filipinos ceoeeweveseseveeeweeeoeeeseseeceeoaeeeeweo#esaeeverereveee ee ee oe @ 

Tutuila (iz area Lg ix Nava LL abat sion) eevee e882 8 s 

Manu's Group (Ofu, Olosega and Ta'u Islands) . 
Swein's Island ee0aoeeese*e#tseeess8se#steece#eesefrsenrteeewe eeeee @ 

The present population represents en increase of approximately 

127% over that of 1900, oe Was eetinetod at 5 69. This is attributed 

principally to the cessati 1 of internecine werfure, the Public Health 
Department's program of oben in sanitation and hygiene, and establish 
ment of free medical facilities  



The sanitation of the islands under Amsorican administration is 

enrefully watche’?, end prosress is as continuous as funds will admit. 
There are no civilian physicinrs, as tha netive population is treated 

without cost anc the forcien element is much too small to maintain an 

independent prectioner of medicine or centistry. 

the .islands of american Semos are under bone administration of a4 

naval officer who is rppcinted by the President of the Unitec Sttes 
as Governor cof americen Samon, anc who also tiie orders from the 

Secretary of the Novy as Commandant of the Naval Station, Tutuila. The 

sest of the government is Pego Pogo, lcented on the bay bearing that 

nome The Governcr is assisted in his administretion by several of- 

ficials: an Attorney Goneral, a naval officor with legal experience 

who supervises the netive district governors, county chiefs and police, 

and who acts as prosecutcr in all felony crses and in 211 actions in 

law end equity in which the government is 2 perty or has any intorest, 

and is authorized to prescecute, or intervene in, an approprinte court 

proceeding, as the next Apes of & Gestul que, trust, ward, legates, 

devisce, or heir, as tho cise may vibcnever he has good reason to 

believe that there hus becn 3 ee op iuet or neglect injurious to 

the trust or estate; a Chief Justices, sn danerican civilien of suitable 

qualifications; s Chicf Custons Officer, 1 noval officor appointed to 
this duty by the Governor; a Publie Works Officer of the Naval Station, 
acting in the same esnacity in t: Islend Government, an Island Treasurer, 
and officer of the Supply Corrs cf the Navy, and vho also acts as gmupply 

officer of the Navel Station; c Orshier of the Benk of American Samoa, 
and officer of the Supply reste of the Nevy, end who also acts as Disburs- 

ing ane Commisary Officer of the Naval Stetion; a Publie Health Officer, 

who is the senior medical officer of the het Stetion, md has charge 

of the Semonan Hospital «nd outlying disnensarics in addition to his 

naval dutics; and the Director of rns a who is a navel chaplain. 

The Constitution of the United Stetes does not extend to American 

Samoa, and the Foderal Lavscf the Unites States do not extend except 

as specified in few instances. The "™Codifiertion of the Rerulstions 
and Orders for the Gevernment of Amsriean Semon" constitute the 

written law of this denpcnicney. These beni dda sey are amended from time 

to time as found neccsssry by the Governor 

The judiciel power cf Amerienn Semon is vested in a High Court, 
six district cwurts end villeacc ecurts. The Hich Csurt consists of 
the Chief Justice anc two associate judges. The associate judges are 
chosen by the Chief Justice from among the native judges. 

For @dministration purposes, 4Amcricen Samca is divided into three 

districts, the Hastorr, Western and Monus districts. Hoch district is 
administerec by 3 nat te district governor appointed by the Governor. 

The cistricts are agnin divided int» counties, eech administered by 

chief, who is appointed by the Gerven 

American Samoa is United States turriterv. It is not a customs 

collection district, snd irrortaitions into these islands sre not govern- 

ed by the United States Custom Reguleticns 411 inverts from foreign 

countries, including the United St-te: are subject to an ad valorem duty  



of 15%, oxcept certain items subjeet to spccific cuty and these on 

the free list. Importers of dutinble soods are required to pay an im} 

port license fee equ2l te 1% of the value of such g2cds imported. 

The school systom consists of a Board of Eluecation, a Director 

of Eiueation, a Superintendent of Eaueation (2 civilian who receives 
a selery of $250.00 per month), a Supervising Principal (Samoan) and 
a Secretary cf Eiueation. Tore are 74 tecchers, of whom 7 are white 

(average salary fcr white teache os $29 per month, -verage salary for 

native teachers $16 rer month). There are 35 ets oe The cost of 

the schools now averages about $22,780. 00 per year. Thirteen of the 

o9 schools now establishec have 3 srades; 4 have ik srades, 15 heve 6 

grades, end 4 sxtend to the ninth ; In addition to these classes 

a normal seheol course is given eeeh ser for teachers and prospective 

teachers. The averace student enre Lin n for the year 1939-40 was 

4,770.  Informetion concerninzs Sonahine positicns should be obtained 

direct from the Directcr of EXucntion. However, it is believed that 
applicants shoulc not be ene durazed to lock honefully in this direction 

since a Large proportion of the teaching personnel is netive Samoan. 

A Department cf Native Inmcustry is maintvined for the prupose of 

developing the native arts ani ersfts among the native Samoans. The 

principal articles exporter ere fle or nats, table mats, tapa cloths, 

hula skirts, and wood carvings of notive boats and keva bowls. 4#fforts 

are constantly being made to increase the markets for those products. 

Orders »leced with the Department of Native Industry are filled direct 

by the Department, or are fistributed among the leenl exporters for ship- 

ment. All arts ane ersfts 2re made entirely by hena of materisls grown 

locally, ane strict surervisicn insures * high quelity of workmanship. 

The money reecived by the netive Samcens for this work enrbles them to 

meet annual taxes end helps to esteblish a higher stencerd of living. 

There is a steady inerense in the demand for the nroducts of the Deprt- 

ment of Native Industry thr« none Aa widening nearket. 

bank was -blished by the Gevernment of American Samoa on May 
19, 1914, the primery object beine te previde a safe pleece for the 

people of PARP ao Samoa to denosit their monies. The benk carries 

on a general benkinz business. The officors of tho benk are officials 

of the Island Government. No >fficer cf the bank receives a salary as 

such except the Assistant Cashier who is elected by the Board of Directors 
and receives a salary of $250.00 rer month. Une Samean clerk is employed 

by the bank. 

When the émsriesn flas was raised 311 the land was eommunally owned 

by family erours, except for 2 few sriall tracts owned by foreigners whose 

titles thereto ha@ been esteblishe? between 18°90 send 1899. From the 

beginning of its .wnership of American Scmoa, the United States Govern- 
ment has realized tht the basis cf the natives’ prosperity, health, and 

happiness was founded largely upon their eontinucda ownership and culti- 

vation of lands held by thom, an? has vursued a policy of "Samoan lends 
for Samoans". he laws of Amorienn Samee secordingly provide that there 
shell be no alienstion te 2 nonnetive of land held by natives. These  



lands may, however, be leased te nonnatives, with the sanction of the 

Governor, for a term not to exceod 40 yoars, for any purpose except for 

the extraction of mincrals and the cutting of tinber. 

The government docs not faver inmigration into these islands, as 

there is little ovportunity for neweomers to make a living there, and 

it desires to conserve the islands for the native Samoans. 

A cash deposit of $200.00 is required of all persons who enter 

Anerican Samoa with the purpose of remaining. This deposit will be 

returned at the end of 2 year, or in case of earlier —. or 

may be used by tho Governor at any time ‘“ aefray the expe of main- 

tenance or deportation of depositor. 

There is one small hotel in Page Pago, the accommodations of which 

are very crude, The Matson Maylene Commany meintoins a four-weeks' 

schedule between Sen Francises, Honolulu, Pero Paes, Suva, Fiji, and 

Sydney, Australia, carrying nasscncors mail and freight. 

The "O Le Fa'eteru" is a free monthly cazette end newspaper 

rublished by the Gevernment of «ancriacn Sano, printed with adjoining 

columns of Samoan ana dnclish It ccnteins new reculations and instruc- 

tions together with informett: 

A publication containing more detaile information on Amcrican 

Samoa, entitled “Amuricar Samoa, = Gener’! port by the Governor™ 

may be preeureé from the Superintendent of tbe a nts, Governnent Prints 

Office, Washington, D. ©., at 30 cents per copy. 

(Revised July 1, 1940) 

 


