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LOBSTERMEN STAND FIRM TO PROTECT LMA 1 FROM WIND LEASES
By Rebecca Nuzzi, MLA Policy and Advocacy Associate

Th e Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) held six virtual public meet-
ings during November to get feedback on the 3.5 million-acre Gulf of Maine 
Draft Wind Energy Area (Draft WEA) released in October. Th e 30-day comment 
period on the Draft WEA ended November 20.

Th e meetings’ objective was to provide stakeholders an opportunity to under-
stand BOEM’s process in identifying the area 
for potential off shore wind leasing and for 
BOEM to hear feedback and concerns about 
that area. BOEM anticipates announcing the 
Final Gulf of Maine Wind Energy Area in early 
2024.  

Lobstermen have voiced their opposition to 
off shore wind in the Gulf of Maine throughout 
the BOEM leasing process, with particular em-
phasis on the importance of keeping off shore 
wind leases outside of Lobster Management 
Area 1 (LMA 1). 

Th e State of Maine, which set an energy goal 
of 3 gigawatts (GW) of off shore wind by 2040, 
has also remained adamant that off shore wind 
be sited outside LMA 1 in response to fi shing 
industry concerns. 

Governor Mills and Maine’s Congressional delegation have sent two letters urg-
ing BOEM to avoid critical fi shing areas and to keep off shore wind develop-
ment out of LMA 1 to minimize confl icts between off shore wind developments 
and Maine’s fi shing industry.

Th roughout November’s meetings, BOEM highlighted the importance and in-
fl uence of feedback from fi shermen on the agency’s decision to exclude LMA 

1 from the Draft WEA. “We’ve heard that it’s 
really diffi  cult for fi shermen to draw lines on 
maps. Every area is important: important to 
the ecosystem, important to either individu-
als’ fi shing operations or…their neighbors’ 
fi shing operations,” said Zach Jylkka, BOEM’s 
lead project coordinator for the Gulf of Maine. 
“Given that diffi  culty, if and when fi shermen 
do draw lines on maps, listen. Th at’s some-
thing we’ve heard and take seriously.”

Despite BOEM’s exclusion of LMA 1 in the Draft 
WEA, fi shermen were surprised to see three 
Secondary Areas for Further Consideration 
(Secondary Areas) on the map, two of which — 
Secondary Areas A and B — fall directly in LMA 1. 

BOEM staff  explained that its computer mod-
el identifi ed them as areas of “higher relative 
suitability” for leases due to wind conditions, 

By MLA Staff 

Th ings may be looking brighter for North Atlantic right whales. 
According to fi gures released in October 2023 by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), the North Atlantic right whale 
population decline is 
leveling off . Th e right 
whale population es-
timate for 2022 is 356 
animals. Th e 2021 pop-
ulation, originally es-
timated at 340 whales, 
was increased to 364 
whales due to the addi-
tion of newborn calves 
to the population. 

According to NMFS, 
while current data indicate a “fl attening” of the population decline, 
it is too soon to know if the population is beginning to recover. Th e 
agency reports that serious injury and mortality incidents among 
right whales continue to exceed the level allowed under the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act. 

NMFS’s most recent data show that right whale births now exceed 
deaths. So far in 2023, two right whale deaths have been detected — 
one succumbed to a vessel strike while the other was an orphaned 
newborn calf — and twelve calves were born. In 2022, zero mortali-

RIGHT WHALE POPULATION 
STABILIZES BUT ENTANGLEMENT 

REMAINS NMFS’S PRIORITY 

Two "Secondary Areas of Interest" for wind leases are 

located within LMA 1. Orsted photo. 

Right whale and calf. NOAA photo.
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Welcome to December! Another eventful year is drawing 
to a close. Th e Maine lobster industry has weathered some 
pretty serious ups and downs this year, from the threat 
of unprecedented right whale protection regulations to 
the possibility of the fi rst-ever off shore wind energy leas-
es in the Gulf of Maine. Th e historic success of the Maine 
Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) lawsuit in June against 
the National Marine Fisheries Service was certainly a high 
point of 2023.

In our last issue of the year, Landings highlights the Bureau 
of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) ongoing process 
to help meet the Biden Administration’s ambitious renew-
able energy goals through leasing portions of the Gulf of 
Maine for off shore wind farms. BOEM held six meetings in 
November to receive feedback from fi shermen on its pro-
posed Draft Wind Energy Area in the Gulf, encompassing 
3.5 million acres. 

Th e MLA celebrates its 70th 
anniversary in 2024, a mile-
stone no other New England 
fi shery organization has at-
tained. Th is month Landings 
begins a series of interviews 
with members of the MLA 
board of directors. Th e board 
members hail from all regions 
of the coast, from isolated 
Downeast harbors to tourist-
fi lled coastal towns. Who are 
they and why do they believe 
it so important to serve the 
organization?

Th e #SaveMaineLobstermen
campaign continues its 
steady string of fundraising 
events due to the eff orts of MLA director of advancement 
Kevin Kelley and numerous people and businesses. A fun-
draiser at the Maine Mariner’s hockey game in November 
gave lobstermen and their families an opportunity to see a 
great game and levy support for the industry as well. Many 
more events are planned for 2024!

We hear this month from the Maine Lobster Marketing 
Collaborative (MLMC) on its marketing plans for the new 
year. Since its creation in 2013, the MLMC has created many 
eff ective campaigns to promote Maine lobster to diff erent 
sectors of the food industry, including celebrity chefs, food 
service companies, grocery stores, and of course, the in-
dividual consumer. Next year it will collaborate with the 
recipe web site Allrecipes to develop new lobster recipes 
designed for the home cook. Th e online recipes will give 
readers simple options to buy lobster, through a direct-to-
consumer supplier, MLMC’s online dealer guide, or a retail 
aggregator like Instacart – another way to make it easy to 
fi nd and use Maine lobster.

Joshua Stoll, assistant professor of marine policy at the 
University of Maine, is tackling the tricky problem of fi nding 

out just what the word “resiliency” means when it comes to 
Maine’s lobstermen. Assessing the resiliency of the lobster 
population turns out to be much easier than determin-
ing how the lobstermen themselves are doing. Based on 
surveys, interviews, and extensive database research dur-
ing the past two years, Stoll and his team have pinpointed 
eight specifi c issues that infl uence the resiliency of lobster-
men and, by extension, of their families and communities. 

One of the hallmarks of the fi shing year is the annual 
Maine Fishermen’s Forum, held during the fi rst weekend 
in March. Th is year a new person is managing the complex 
logistics of this popular, three-day event, Kathleen Gilbert. 
In addition, several changes to the Forum’s registration and 
room reservation processes are in place for the new year, as 
you will see in the accompanying article.

We also hear about the upcoming U.S.-Canada Lobster 
Town Meeting, hosted by 
the University of Maine 
Lobster Institute. Th e 19th 
annual meeting will take 
place on January 18 and 19 
in Moncton, New Brunswick. 
Th e Town Meeting allows rep-
resentatives from the lobster 
industry — harvesters, deal-
ers, processors, government, 
and academia — to convene 
to share perspectives from 
both sides of the border. Th is 
year’s agenda includes dis-
cussions about the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries 
Commission’s mandated lob-
ster gauge increase, sched-
uled to begin in January 2025, 

as well as discussions about off shore wind development, 
climate change impacts, and ropeless gear development. 

Th e state was shaken to its core by the horrifi c mass shoot-
ing in Lewiston in late October. Th e desire to help the vic-
tims and their families rippled along the coast. Steve Train, 
a Long Island lobsterman, decided to organize a fundraiser 
for the people in Lewiston drawing on what he knew best: 
lobsters. Train persuaded some Portland restaurants to of-
fer a special lobster dish on Tuesday, November 14, and to 
donate all the proceeds to Lobsters for Lewiston fund. He 
then worked with lobstermen and dealers in the area to get 
those extra lobsters sent to the restaurants. Th e eff ort was 
a huge success. “To see everyone from the state come down 
to the city to help do something for Lewiston is what this 
whole state is about. We are happy to help and be a part 
of this,” said Brian Noble, the assistant general manager at 
Luke’s Lobster.

It's what the Maine lobster industry can rely on — that help 
will be there when you need it. 

No doubt about it, winter is here. MLA photo.

Get noticed in 

LANDINGS!

2023 Advertising Rates 
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GUEST COLUMN:    Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative ready for 2024Guest
COLUMN

By Marianne LaCroix

Th e Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative (MLMC) board of directors met re-
cently to plan for 2024. Before creating its marketing program, the MLMC seeks 
out feedback from industry members and evaluates market trends and condi-
tions. A tactical plan is then designed to best take advantage of trends while 
supporting the industry’s marketing priorities. Th e plan for 2024 is designed to 
capitalize on the explosion of interest in accessible luxury meals to help keep 
lobster top of mind among consumers and restaurant customers.

As part of the planning process, the MLMC met with Maine lobster dealers to 
learn more about current conditions and anticipated challenges and opportu-
nities in 2024. We learned that economic conditions are causing companies to 
be more risk averse. Credit is more expensive, so companies tend to process 
less and hold less inventory. Restaurant business is still shaky in some areas, 
especially those areas that rely on offi  ce workers for business. Moreover, con-
sumer behaviors are changing rapidly, making it hard to anticipate or keep up. 

We also examine food and social trends and came back with some revealing 
fi ndings:

• We know that foodies are fi ve times more likely to use recipes they have 
sourced digitally versus those found on TV.  

• More than half of Americans consider themselves 
adventurous eaters. 

• We’re seeing a shift in fi ne dining from pretentious 
to accessible.

• Fine dining videos on TikTok are most often show-
ing how the price isn’t worth the experience or 
showcasing bizarre presentations.

• Another take on accessible fi ne dining is making 
common dishes more upscale, like adding lobster 
to mac-and-cheese.  

Th is all adds up to consumers continuing to cook at 
home, while looking to elevate their everyday meals 
with high cost/low cost combinations and “quiet luxu-
ries.” Additionally, we’re seeing these same combina-

tions on restaurant menus and in packaged goods 
produced by Maine lobster processors, such as lobster 
mac-and-cheese, lobster grilled cheese sandwiches, 
and lobster risotto bites. 

To lean into these trends in 2024, MLMC is partner-
ing with the digital powerhouse Allrecipes. Th ey are 
America’s #1 trusted recipe resource, with over 39 mil-
lion unique visitors each month, reaching 13% of the 
total digital population. 

Our idea is to work with Allrecipes’ team of expert rec-
ipes developers to have them create new recipes fea-
turing Maine lobster in “quiet luxury” dishes. We will 
feature a unique sales link in each recipe, providing 
consumers with an easy purchase option via a direct-
to-consumer supplier, through MLMC’s online dealer 
guide, or through a retail aggregator like Instacart. We will be able to directly 
fuel product purchases through our curated recipe content.  

Because MLMC will own this content, we will be able to broaden its reach be-
yond Allrecipes by bringing it to Pinterest and MLMC’s other social channels. 

As with all our content, the assets will also be avail-
able through MLMC’s online content hub for use by 
companies selling Maine lobster. We will increase en-
gagement by encouraging at-home cooks and lobster 
lovers to share their take on “quiet luxury” Maine lob-
ster recipes, engaging with the content in real time to 
continue the conversation.  

Th e MLMC board of directors strongly supported the 
Allrecipes concept for 2024 since it taps into existing 
trends, provides new content for the industry, and 
has multiple measurement metrics available to evalu-
ate the program. As always, we will share the con-
tent through our social media channels and in direct 
emails to the industry as it comes to fruition.

Marianne 

LaCroix is the 

executive director 

of the MLMC.
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Maine Fishermen’s Forum 
PO Box  

 
(207) 442-7700

202  SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

The Maine Fishermen’s Forum Board of Directors offers a scholarship fund to benefit children or grandchildren 

or a legal dependent of someone actively involved in harvesting wild caught or farmed Maine seafood or a 

Maine based resource law enforcement officer regardless of financial need or academic achievement.   

Applications will be accepted through March 2, 202 .     Please note that previous winners are not eligible. 
Scholarships will be awarded by a random drawing to be held on Friday, March , 202 . 

Do you qualify?  (Both questions must be answered YES to qualify) 
1.    Are you in College now, as a sophomore, junior or senior?  You must be at least a sophomore in 

 college or be  in at least the second semester of a Certificate Program  to apply. 

2.     Are you a child, grandchild or legal dependent of someone participating in Maine’s seafood industry? 

What is required?  (Both of these items are required to be a valid candidate) 
3.     Did you send an official transcript or Registrar’s letter of standing with your application? 

4. Did you complete this application and send it to the address at the top of this letter? 

Undergraduates attending a two or four year college who are in at least the second year of their program 
or students who are in at least the second semester of their Certificate Program will be eligible.   
STUDENT INFORMATION 

Student Name____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address__________________________________________________________ Home Phone_____________________ 

City______________________________ State_____ Zip Code________   Email: _____________________________________ 

SCHOOL INFORMATION    (High School Students are NOT eligible) 

College/University Name_____________________________________________   Expected Year of Graduation: ____________ 

Location of College _________________________________________________   Your Major __________________________ 

**COLLEGE Standing as of Sept 2022  (circle one)      Freshman          Sophomore        Junior         Senior 

MAINE SEAFOOD INDUSTRY FAMILY MEMBER INFORMATION 

Name____________________________________________________________ Relationship____________________________ 

Street/Mailing Address_____________________________________________________ Phone__________________________ 

City________________________ State______ Zip Code_________   Email: _________________________________________  

Vessel Name or Commercial License Number __________________________________________________________________ 

Describe participation in the Maine seafood industry_____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

You qualify for the scholarship drawing ONLY IF you check all 4 items below. 

Be sure to book early for best selection!

MM a inee F is herm en’ ss  Fo rum  
February 29 — March 2, 2024

Book your room at the Samoset Resort for 
the upcoming Maine Fishermen’s Forum

Booking opens online January 2, 2024 
First come, first served — rooms sell fast! 

S AM OS ET R E SER VA T IO N S O PEN J AN UAR Y 2,  2 02 4! 

New Process for 2024
� You are in charge of room selection. Choose your 

room type online when booking.
� A limited number of rooms accommodate families and 

we’d love to see yours at the event. Book early.

� Rooms are priced according to amenities.

Room reservations available only through the website:

www.mainefishermensforum.org

Questions? Contact Kathleen Gilbert, the Forum’s Executive Director at 207-442-7700

By Maine Fishermen’s Forum staff 

Th e 49th annual Maine Fishermen’s Forum returns February 29 – March 2 with 
a new executive director, Kathleen Gilbert, at the helm. Gilbert’s professional 
event organizing experience has helped the Forum’s board of directors recon-
sider some aspects of the event in order to provide more benefi ts for fi shermen. 

“While a few new processes will be notice-
able to attendees this year, everyone will fi nd 
the old and cherished programming going 
strong,” Gilbert said. “In coming years, the 
improvements to processes we are introduc-
ing this year will support expanded off erings 
to meet the growing needs of Maine’s fi shing 
industry into the future.” 

One notable improvement for Forum attend-
ees is the process for making room reserva-
tions at the Samoset Resort in Rockport. For 
2024, the Forum has reserved all Samoset 
rooms to pass along savings over market 
rates to those staying at the resort. It highly 
encourages fi shing families to take advantage 
of organized children’s programs and all the 
resort has to off er. As always, there is a two-
night requirement for all Friday and Saturday 
reservations. 

For the 2024 Forum all the rooms will be 
priced according to their accommodation 
size and amenities, allowing guests to self-
select a room type when booking. Attendees 

need to be aware that the Samoset sells out within two to three weeks, so any-
one looking to stay in a family suite must book early! Reservations open on the 
Forum’s website on January 2.

Another change for 2024 is the opportunity to sign up to attend the Forum, 
which remains free to all, in advance. Attendees are encouraged to register on 
the website and will fi nd their name badge ready to print instantly upon arrival. 
Th ere’s also the option of registering upon arrival in the Samoset lobby at new 
name badge stations. 

MAINE FISHERMEN’S FORUM FORGES AHEAD IN 2024

Kathleen Gilbert is the 

new Maine Fishermen's 

Forum coordinator. 

MFF photo.

By gathering basic information, the Forum seeks to better meet the needs of 
the community and provide options for fi shermen to communicate with other 
attendees, if they choose. For example, there is a growing interest to off er addi-
tional health-related services to fi shermen at the Forum. Some health-related 
exhibitors want to hear from attendees beforehand so that they can tailor their 
health off erings to meet the real needs of fi shermen. 

All the reasons everyone loves the Maine Fishermen’s Forum will remain in full 
swing in 2024. Th e Trade Show will have over 130 exhibitors. Th ere will be three 
days of seminar presentations providing a constructive space for fi shermen to 
engage with scientists and regulators. Th ere are evening events all three nights 
including the silent auction on Th ursday and live auction on Friday to pro-
vide scholarships for students of fi shing families. Th ere’s a health clinic, water 
safety training, a fi rst aid and CPR course, and children’s programming. 

As in years past, the New England fi shing community comes together at the 
49th annual Maine Fishermen’s Forum. 

In just a few months, New England fi shermen and families will 

gather again for the Maine Fishermen's Forum. MFF photo. 
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New England Marine & Industrial 

www.newenglandmarine.com

200 Spaulding Tpke 

Portsmouth, NH  

603-436-2836

294 Ocean St 

Brant Rock, MA 

781-834-9301

86 Cemetary Rd 

Stonington, ME 

207-367-2692

Lobster Bands 
We carry: 

Sheddar 

Standard 

Cold Water Shedder 

Jumbo

Rain Gear: 
Guy Cotton 

Grundens 

Helly Hansen 

NEMI Rain Gear

BUOYS: 
Sea Alex 

Polyform US 

Polyform Norway 

Sea Master

Riverdale/Aquamesh Trap Wire 
- Inventory of trap wire in store 

- Variety of sizes and colors available 

- Some trap kits in stock 

- Order any size trap kits you may need 

Boots: 
Guy Cotton 

Xtratuff 

Muck Boots 

Servus 

Grundens

BOEM meetings continued from page 1

proximity to potential connection points, as well as interest from wind energy 
developers — despite concerns raised by fi shermen, the State of Maine, and 
federally recognized tribes.

BOEM sought comments to determine whether the Secondary Areas should 
remain in consideration for possible future leases — an eff ort they stated was 
in the interest of meeting Maine’s energy goals.

Th e fi shing industry was united in its strong opposition to leasing in the two 
Secondary Areas, which encompass over 200,000 acres in LMA 1, and ques-
tioned how BOEM could consider development in areas that the state has spe-
cifi cally and repeatedly asked BOEM to avoid. 

“If [BOEM’s] process is to meet the State’s energy goals, and the state says, ‘don’t 
put any [off shore wind] in LMA 1…’ it begs the question: why have you includ-
ed two areas in LMA 1?” questioned Patrice McCarron, Maine Lobstermen’s 
Association (MLA) policy director.

Participants expressed frustration at all six meetings with the lease planning 
process, which requires stakeholders and BOEM to speculate on projects that 
have yet to be designed and accept decisions made using the “best available 
data” at hand at a given stage of the planning process.

“One of the inherent challenges is that we’re planning for projects that are yet 
to be designed,” said James Morris, a marine ecologist from NOAA’s National 
Centers for Coastal Ocean Science. Th is, he said, “make[s] it diffi  cult to dis-
cuss critical components such as transmission costs, potential points of in-
terconnection, and the design of the wind turbines themselves, which make it 
diffi  cult to determine the viability of any level of coexistence with the fi shing 
industry, as well as potential impacts on the environment,” all of which were 
sources of great concern to attendees.

BOEM sought feedback on potential confl ict to determine if coexistence be-
tween off shore wind and the fi shing industry is possible. 

“BOEM stands pretty strong in trying to maintain access as best as possible 
for fi sheries, and navigation safely around those structures, and that will con-
tinue to be the mission until further notice,” said Brandon Jensen, a BOEM 
fi sheries biologist, in response to concerns over where off shore wind fi ts in 
the Gulf of Maine. 

“All of the things that are [in the Gulf of Maine] are currently coexisting with 
each other, and that’s the way it’s been for hundreds of years,” said Dustin 

Delano, MLA board member and New England Fishermen’s Stewardship 
Association chief operating offi  cer. Th roughout Maine’s maritime history, “dif-
ferent fi sheries have coexisted with each other. We’ve made things work. We’re 
able to work it out. We’re able to utilize the same areas. Th at’s just not the case 
with off shore wind.” 

November’s virtual public meetings were the fourth time BOEM has engaged 
with the public during the wind energy development process. BOEM empha-
sized the importance of continued input relevant to the Final WEA and wheth-
er the Secondary Areas are included moving forward. 

BOEM estimates the Final WEA may encompass approximately 1 million acres 
and is expected to be published in early 2024.
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to Maine’s commercial fishing industry. With long- and short-term financing 

options for real estate, boats and equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice 

for you. We provide attractive rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of 

every type and size. Our lending experts understand your business.  

Call them today at the branch office closest to you. 
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“How is it already December?” is heard so frequently this 
time of year, as if time is accelerating. As the new year ap-
proaches, we’re bombarded with articles and year-end 
messages that summarize our experiences, from the music 
we listened to, to the shows we watched. It’s a familiar cy-
cle that repeats year after year.

When I set out to write this month’s column, I looked back 
at Landings summaries from years passed to get a sense of 
what has happened. In recent years, lobstermen’s concerns 
spoke to an overwhelming feeling of dread, like last year 
when the fate of the industry was unknown. A scary and 
stressful place to be as you haul traps out for the season 
wondering if this could be your last time.

Th ankfully, this year we know that you will have a winter 
season. You will have a spring and summer one too. But 
it is far less certain to be the same fi ve years from now. All 
the while you continue lobstering, the MLA will continue 
supporting its members. We 
will fi ght to hold the gov-
ernment accountable and 
prevent over-regulation of 
our industry by continuing 
to demand that up-to-date 
science and unbiased as-
sumptions are used for the 
next Biological Opinion, due 
in 2028. We will continue to 
work to prevent giant corpo-
rations from industrializing 
the Gulf of Maine for wind 
energy farms as well.  

So instead of a recap of all 
the MLA has done in 2023, 
I want to remind you of how 
much you and the genera-
tions before you have done. 
Lobstermen were the original environmentalists before 
that became a trendy thing to be. It was lobstermen who be-
gan V-notching egged females in order to protect them and 
provide a catch for future generations of lobstermen. It was 
lobstermen who demanded prohibitions on landing drag-
ger-caught lobster, protecting the population from being 
overfi shed. It was lobstermen who pushed to make sure lob-
stering in Maine remained an owner-operator fi shery, keep-
ing large fi shing corporations out of the state and ensuring 
our stewardship practices continue. 

As responsible fi shermen, you safeguard marine life and 
protect the Gulf of Maine every day. By recycling plastic 
bait bags and general packaging, you prevent them from 
fl oating in the water or littering our shores. Some of you 
have even gone the extra mile by upgrading engines or ad-
justing hauling schedules to reduce the frequency of trips, 
further minimizing negative impacts on the environment.

Every little bit counts. It’s inspiring to see some individuals 
leading by example, almost unconsciously. Maine’s sustain-

able lobster fi shery requires a lot more than just common 
sense, however. It has taken years of persistent eff ort to es-
tablish great habits and set standards that are so ordinary 
they go unnoticed.

What if you broke that legacy? What if you stopped fi shing 
in your grandfather’s footsteps? Caught the eggers, trashed 
the ocean, landed the small ones? You would be destroying 
the future. 

Th at’s what the MLA does — protects the fi shery for the 
future. As we go “steaming ahead” into 2024, we need to 
revisit and affi  rm our priorities, our partnerships, and our 
future goals.   

We have done mighty things this past year. Th e Omnibus 
bill of 2022 that kept you fi shing was no small feat. Patrice 
McCarron, MLA policy director, worked on it around the 
clock with DMR and Maine’s Congressional delegation. Our 
historic court case against NMFS and its draconian whale 

protection measures liter-
ally saved Maine’s lobster 
fi shery from being erased. 
Our eff orts to protect LMA 
1 from industrial wind farms 
are proving successful also. 

To do all this, the MLA must 
have a robust membership. 
Truly, we must stand to-
gether or we will fall as indi-
viduals. Keeping the Maine 
lobster fi shery afl oat cannot 
be accomplished by one guy 
in a meeting. It can only be 
done through the concerted 
eff orts of all lobstermen, 
standing as one, speaking 
loudly and clearly to the 
centers of power. Th at is the 

only way to ensure you can build your business and that 
the next generation can be on the water too.  

Let’s not forget the legacy we carry but also, let’s not forget 
that we defi ne the legacy we leave in our wake. What will 
yours be? 

If you asked someone why they became a member of the 
MLA, they may say it’s because they fi sh. Some may say 
it’s because someone in their family was always a mem-
ber. Some may talk about the legislation and programs the 
MLA put in place during our 70 years. If you asked me, I 
would say because no one can do it alone. Th e MLA has 
been there for your grandfather, your father, for you, and 
we will be there for your children. 

May you have a magical holiday. We’ll see you in the new 
year, head down and steadfast, ready to get to work. 

MLA DIRECTORS MEETING SUMMARY

Th e MLA Board of Directors met on November 15 at Darby’s 
restaurant in Belfast. MLA policy associate Rebecca Nuzzi 
briefed the board on BOEM’s Draft Wind Energy Area 
(WEA) and Secondary Areas released in mid-October 
which identify potential areas for off shore wind leasing in 
the Gulf of Maine. MLA worked with other Maine fi shing 
groups, Governor Mills, and the Maine delegation, to suc-
cessfully advocate that BOEM not allow wind development 
in LMA 1. Although the Draft WEA does not include LMA 
1, BOEM is seeking feedback on potential off shore wind 
leasing in Zones D and Zone B (crossing into Zone A). Th e 
Board directed MLA policy staff  to submit comments to 
BOEM calling for the exclusion of both secondary areas so 

there is no off shore wind leasing in LMA 1 and reiterated 
the MLA’s opposition to off shore wind development in the 
Gulf of Maine.

Following the MLA’s historic win against NMFS in the ap-
peals court in September, environmental groups requested 
that the district court delay the execution of the appeal 
court’s verdict. In November, Judge Boasberg denied the 
environmental groups’ request and will order NMFS to 
issue a new biological opinion and whale rule in compli-
ance with the appeals court ruling. In the environmental 
groups’ own case against NMFS, the Department of Justice 
has a motion pending to dismiss the case. Final briefs are 
due November 28. Th e MLA is hopeful that the case will 
be dismissed and previous rulings vacated, because those 
rulings are no longer valid now that the Biological Opinion 

Th e Leigh Farnsworth family. C. Clegg photo.

STEAMING AHEAD 
BY AMBER-JEAN NICKEL, MLA COO
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and Final Rule have been vacated as a result of the appeal court’s June decision. 
Th e MLA is still waiting to hear from the Court in response to the case against 
Monterey Bay Aquarium.

Th e Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) determined that 
the lobster stock has declined by 39%, exceeding the trigger of 35% set in the 
lobster management plan. As a result, ASMFC must implement a series of gauge 
and vent changes designed to increase lobster biomass. Department of Marine 
Resources (DMR) Commissioner Keliher succeeded in getting the ASMFC to 
delay the implementation schedule for lobster gauge and vent increases by 
six months. Th e fi rst lobster gauge increase will occur in January 2025 (rather 
than June 2024), and the fi rst vent increase in January 2028. Th e MLA opposed 
the gauge increases and wrote a letter to ASMFC requesting a delay to imple-
mentation. Th e MLA board had an extended discussion over concerns that the 
gauge increase will have negative impacts on the lobster market and depress 
the boat price for Maine lobster. 

Th e MLA once again fi led comments on the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) 
List of Fisheries, making the case for NMFS to recategorize the lobster fi shery in 
Maine state waters as a Category II fi shery, which is considered to be of lower risk 
to right whales. Th e MLA has made this argument over a number of years, because 
Category II more accurately refl ects the risk level posed by the fi shery.

MLA policy staff  attended the Ropeless Consortium and North Atlantic Right 
Whale Consortium meetings in October, and Rebecca provided a brief over-
view of each conference.

Membership director Andi Pelletier provided updates from the board’s most 
recent Membership Committee meetings. Th e Committee has held three of its 
four scheduled meetings and will continue to meet in the future, particularly as 
the MLA prepares to celebrate its 70th year. Th e nominations process for new 
board members remains open through the end of January. Nomination forms 
will run in Landings until then. Th e next MLA board meeting is December 6.

LOBSTER ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING

Th e Lobster Advisory Council (LAC) met on November 15. 

Th e November LAC meeting addressed the increase in the minimum gauge and 
vent required by ASMFC Addendum 27, DMR’s research plan to collect data on 
right whales using the federal Omnibus Appropriation funds, status updates 
on litigation related to right whales, and the eff ort to have the Maine lobster 
industry re-categorized as a Level II fi shery on the List of Fisheries.

Additional discussion items included the upcoming legislative session, Marine 
Patrol activities, as well as the BOEM Draft Wind Energy Area comment period. 
DMR plans to schedule lobster zone council meetings in late 2023 and early 2024.

WHALE UPDATES

List of Fisheries - Th e MLA submitted comments to NMFS on its draft List of 
Fisheries under the Marine Mammal Protection Act. Th is is part of MLA’s long-
term strategy to address NMFS’s over-regulation of the lobster industry to pro-
tect right whales. Th e entire Maine lobster fi shery (along with other northeast 
trap/pot fi sheries) is a Category I fi shery, the designation for fi sheries that pose 
the highest risk to marine mammals. Th e MLA continues to request that NMFS 
recategorize Maine’s state waters fi shery as Category II, which is for fi sheries 
that pose a lower risk to marine mammals. While NMFS has denied MLA’s re-
quests in recent years, the agency did grant Massachusetts’ request to recatego-
rize its state waters trap/pot fi sheries as Category II last year. 

Ropeless Consortium – Th e Ropeless Consortium held its Annual Meeting in 
October. Th e meeting included updates from 10 ropeless fi shing technology 
companies developing-demand systems, gear location marking technology, 
and interoperability solutions. Government agencies and conservation groups 
presented updates on fi eld trials underway by lobstermen, snow crab fi sher-
men, and gillnetters in the U.S. and Canada. Th ere were also presentations 
on the cost to transition to ropeless fi shing and representatives from NMFS 
and DFO/Canada provided updates on each country’s plan to expedite adop-
tion of ropeless fi shing to allow fi shermen access to areas closed to fi shing to 
protect right whales. Despite progress, there are still signifi cant challenges in 
developing comprehensive systems that include gear location marking, gear 
retrieval, lost gear recovery, and enforcement enabled by acoustic communica-
tion standards. 

North Atlantic Right Whale Consortium (NARWC) – Th e NARWC Annual 
Meeting was held in late October. Th e NARWC released the updated right 
whale population estimate and presented an update on the population’s status. 
Th e right whale population estimate for 2022 is 356 animals. Th e 2021 popu-
lation, originally estimated at 340 whales, was revised to 364 whales. Current 
data indicate a “fl attening” of the population decline, although scientists say it 
is too soon to know if the population is beginning to recover. 

Th e New England Aquarium reported 32 human-caused injuries to right whales 
(6 entanglements with attached gear, 24 entanglements with no attached gear, 
and 2 vessel strikes) to date in 2023 and two documented deaths (1 vessel strike 
and an orphaned new born calf). As always, the meeting featured presenta-
tions on ongoing right whale research, including updates on right whale demo-
graphics, population modeling, health, reproduction and mortality, acoustic 
monitoring, right whale distribution, feeding ecology, interactions with off -
shore wind, and entanglement and vessel strike mitigation strategies. 

Right Whale Population Viability Analysis – In October, NMFS released the 
results of its newest suite of computer models which predict the right whale 
population in 100 years based on diff erent levels of entanglement in fi shing 
gear, vessel strike rates, and availability of prey. Th e model results indicate that 
entanglement and vessel strike continue to pose signifi cant threats to right 
whales. Without further management action, the right whale population re-
mains at risk of decline. Th e model assumes that conditions present in 2019, 
when mortalities were high and calving was low, will continue for the next 100 
years. Th e peer review of the model concluded that it used the best available 
science, but reviewers provided a suite of recommendations to improve the 
model as it is further developed.

New Vessel Speed Compliance Tool – In October, NMFS launched an interac-
tive dashboard generated from Automatic Identifi cation Systems (AIS) data 
for vessels that are subject to existing mandatory speed regulations. Th e dash-
board allows users to explore vessel activity by speed, season, month, speed 
zone, and vessel type. AIS is an automated safety tracking system that provides 
the location and other information of vessels in a given area. 

NOAA’s Offi  ce of Law Enforcement and the U.S. Coast Guard (USGC) enforce 
the right whale vessel speed regulations and help vessels comply with the rules. 
According to NMFS, AIS data indicates high compliance with mandatory ves-
sel speed zones designed to protect North Atlantic right whales. 

BOEM ANNOUNCES GULF DRAFT WIND ENERGY AREAS

Th e Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) held a series of virtual 
public meetings in early November following the announcement of the Gulf of 
Maine Draft Wind Energy Area (Draft WEA). BOEM also requested comment 
on three Secondary Areas in addition to the Draft WEA. Th e MLA participated 
in each of the virtual meetings and submitted comments on the Draft WEA, 
calling for BOEM to exclude all of LMA 1 in the Final Wind Energy Area by re-
moving Secondary Areas A and B from consideration.

Th e MLA’s comments state, “Th e MLA appreciates BOEM’s acknowledgement 
of the repeated concerns raised by Maine’s fi shing community over siting off -
shore wind in the Gulf of Maine by excluding Lobster Management Area 1 
(LMA 1) from the Draft Wind Energy Area (WEA). However, the MLA remains 
deeply concerned over the inclusion of the two Secondary Areas within LMA 
1 presented for consideration alongside the Draft WEA. BOEM has repeatedly 
stated that it is moving forward with off shore wind leasing in the Gulf of Maine 
at the request of the states to meet their renewable energy goals. Th e state of 
Maine, and the entire Maine delegation, have made it clear that off shore wind 
development should not be sited anywhere within LMA 1. Secondary Areas A 
and B in particular cover over 200,000 acres of critical lobstering grounds with-
in LMA 1 and must be removed from consideration.”

ASMFC PREPARES FOR AMERICAN LOBSTER BENCHMARK STOCK 
ASSESSMENT

ASMFC initiated a benchmark stock assessment for American lobster to be 
completed in the summer of 2025. Th e assessment will evaluate the health of 
stocks along the Atlantic coast to inform lobster management. Th e Commission 
is accepting data sets through January 8, 2024. Such data includes, but is not 
limited to, data on abundance, biological samples, life history information, 
catch, and information on environmental infl uences on lobster population dy-
namics. A data workshop will be held in February 2024 to review and select 
available data sources for the stock assessment.

REMINDER TO CERTIFY INSTALLATION OF VESSEL TRACKERS

As a reminder, ASMFC Addendum 29 requires all federal lobster permit hold-
ers to install an approved tracker device on their vessel by December 15. 
Addendum 29 was adopted in March 2022 to support more accurate stock as-
sessments and address challenges associated with risk reduction requirements 
for whales, emerging ocean uses, and enforcement. 

DMR sent Particle Tracker One vessel tracking devices to Maine’s federal per-
mit holders along with instructions on the installation and use of the trackers 
and how data from the trackers will be managed. Lobstermen are required to 

Continued on page 8
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certify to DMR that the approved trackers have been installed and are opera-
tional through an online form prior to their fi rst fi shing trip on December 15. 
Th e state is covering the cost of the trackers as well as three years of cellular 
service to support the devices’ data plans. 

Four trackers have been approved by the state: Particle Tracker One (Particle 
Industries), Nemo (Woods Hole Group), hiSky Smartellie Dynamic Ku termi-
nal (Network Innovations), and Boat Command VMS (Viatrax Automation 
Corporation). If a lobsterman chooses an approved device other than Particle 
Tracker One, they will be responsible for the cost of the device and data plan. 
For more information, visit https://www.maine.gov/dmr/fi sheries/commercial/
fi sheries-by-species/lobsters/trackers.

MENHADEN UPDATE

Maine’s menhaden fl eet continues to participate in the Episodic Events Fishery 
Set Aside (EESA) program, which allows for harvest of 4,285,786 lbs. Under 
Maine’s EESA fi shery, vessels are limited to 6,000 lbs., or 17 barrels per vessel, 
to be harvested on Mondays and Fridays. Th e EESA fi shery was authorized by 
ASMFC following the closure of the state allocation fi shery. 

Th e 2023 Maine menhaden state fi shery closed on August 30 following the ful-
fi lment of the state allocation quota. Under ASMFC guidelines, Maine was allo-
cated 4.8% (24 million lbs.) of the total menhaden quota (233,500 mt) for 2023. 
Th e season opened to pound nets and fi sh weirs on June 1 and to all other gears 
on June 19. 

Maine Menhaden Commercial Fishery Landings
As of November 20, 2023

Quota (lbs.) Reported 
Landings % Quota Caught % Quota 

Remaining
24,510,314
(State Allocation) 20,500,000 100.0% 0.0%

4,285,786
(episodic)

~2,636,535
(preliminary) ~62.52% ~38.48%

Source: Maine DMR Menhaden Commercial State Allocation Fishery Landings

HERRING UPDATE

Th e Atlantic Herring fi shery for Management Area 1A closed on November 6 
when the fi shery was projected to exceed 92% of the sub-annual catch limit 
(ACL). Th is included an in-season increase of 1,000 mt to the Area 1A sub-ACL 
from 3,345 mt to 4,345 mt. Th e Area 3 fi shery closed on May 14 when the sub-
ACL was estimated to have been landed. Th e Fixed gear set-aside of 30 mt will 
continue to be available to fi xed gear fi shermen operating in Area 1A west of 
Cutler through December 31, 2023. 

Cumulative Landings Atlantic Herring
As of November 16, 2023

Area Quota (mt) Cumulative 
Catch (mt)

% of Annual Catch 
Limit

1A 4315 4,575.0 106.0%
1B 555 194.9 35.1%
2 3589 457.0 12.7%
3 4806 5140.6 107.0%

Annual Catch Limit 13,287 10,367.5 78.0%

Source: NMFS Atlantic Herring Quota Monitoring

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

Senator Collins introduced Th e Working Waterfront Preservation Act to help 
preserve access to working waterfronts for fi shermen and maritime workers 
in coastal communities. “Waterfront access is critical to the future of Maine’s 
lobster industry. You simply can’t make a living from the sea if you aren’t able 
to get to it,” said Patrice McCarron, MLA policy director. “Th e bipartisan leg-
islation will help protect existing working waterfront and preserve access for 
fi shermen, and the unique character of our fi shing communities.” Th e Working 
Waterfront Preservation Act would establish a $20 million grant program to per-
manently protect waterfront areas for commercial uses. 

Th e Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR)’s online licensing sys-
tem opened in November, and paper applications were made available on the 
DMR website on November 14. 

To avoid unnecessary delays in obtaining your license and tags, please con-
sider the following: 

REPORTING: Make sure your landings reports are up to date, or you will 
not be able to renew your lobster license (or any other license that requires 
reporting). You can use the VESL app or LEEDS to submit your reports. If 
you need assistance, please contact the Landings Program at  landings.dmr@
maine.gov or by phone at 207-633-9414.

TRAP TAG EXPIRATION DATES: Your 2023 lobster tags are valid through 
May 31, 2024. You have until May 31, 2024, to purchase your full allocation of 
2023 tags. When you purchase your 2024 tags, you will only be able to pur-
chase 100 more tags than the number of 2023 tags you have purchased by 
May 31, 2024.

TRAP TAG ORDERS: From the date you order your tags, it will take a mini-
mum of 4 to 6 weeks for your tags to arrive. If you plan to be fi shing on June 
1, please order your tags no later than April 20 to ensure arrival. If you have 
increased the number of tags in 2024 from 2023, and intend on fi shing your 
2024 tags prior to June 1, you must submit an affi  davit requesting to use your 
2024 tags. If you have the same number of tags in 2023 and in 2024 and would 
like to put your tags in prior to June 1, 2024, you must ensure that all your 
traps have 2023 tags in them. Keep in mind 2024 replacement tags cannot be 
issued before June 1, 2024.

FEDERAL PERMIT HOLDERS: At the time you renew your license, your ves-
sel will be checked against the NOAA database to ensure that it has a current 
and valid federal permit. If your federal lobster permit is not valid and current 
at the time you renew your license, you will receive State issued tags (NON).

If you intend to renew your federal permit, but have not done so at the time of 
renewal, you must provide proof (application) that you have applied to renew 
your federal permit, and call DMR Licensing to notify us that we will need to 
change your tag order from State (NON) tags to federal tags (EEZ) (or 

vice-versa if you are planning on giving up your federal permit). If you do not 
notify Licensing within 24 hours of purchasing your license and tags, you will 
have to pay for a second set of tags to obtain the appropriate tag status. Your 
tag status is found under the “Permit” area on your license. Please check your 
license — it must say “EEZ” for federal or “NON” for state tags.

APPRENTICE/STUDENT LICENSES: You MUST be licensed in order for any 
fi shing time to be eligible to be logged under the apprenticeship program. You 
must list any sponsors (up to three) that you will be fi shing with to log time. 
Your sponsor must be licensed at the time you list them on your license as a 
sponsor. If one of your sponsors is not licensed at the time you purchase your 
license, it is your responsibility to contact the Department to add them when 
they obtain their license.

If you are under the age of 18 and obtaining a student license, you will be at-
testing to your status as a student on the license application. If you are over the 
age of 18 and obtaining a student license, you will be required to provide proof 
that you are enrolled as a student, carrying at least half of a full course load. 

SECOND ZONES: If you intend to fi sh a secondary zone, you must select that 
secondary zone at the time of application. We cannot add a second zone or 
provide second zone tags after you have obtained your commercial lobster 
license. Student license holders cannot obtain second zone tags.

ONLINE RENEWALS THROUGH LEEDS: If you obtain your license online 
through LEEDS, you will need to print your license; a copy of your license will 
not automatically be sent to you.  If you do not have a printer please contact 
us and DMR will print and mail it to you. 

LEEDS ONLINE LICENSING LINK: https://maine-dmr-leeds-prod.pegacloud.
com/prweb or visit the DMR website (https://www.maine.gov/dmr/home) to 
print off  a paper application.

DMR NOTICE: Accepting 2024 License Renewal Applications 
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATES

It’s been a busy year in the MLA membership department with 10 new busi-
nesses joining. Welcome to all of you and thank you for your support of the 
Maine Lobstermen’s Association!

Agri Access is a lending organization which has a local representative familiar 
with Maine’s lobster fi shery. Matthew Senter worked for Farm Credit East for 
many years and lends to lenders who work with fi shermen and fi shing businesses. 

Coastal Enterprises Inc. is a local lender helping small businesses fi nd the resourc-
es needed to solidify or expand in order to support Maine’s working waterfront.  

Coastal Equipment Corp. in Portland is a material handling services company 
which serves and is passionate about the lobster industry. Th e company’s pro-
vides the infrastructure for food production and product distribution. 

Downeast Dayboat was founded by Togue Brawn to provide the freshest pos-
sible scallops to its customers. Joining the MLA shows how closely entwined all 
Maine’s fi sheries are. 

Gillespie Marine is a marine service shop based in the Midcoast serving fi shing 
boats. 

Mason’s Famous Lobster Rolls is a Virginia Beach franchise that serves lobster 
rolls in two locations and feels strongly about supporting Maine lobstermen. 

Seacoast Lobster Bands was founded in 1979. Th e MLA is happy to welcome 
the Massachusetts-based business as members! 

Shop Lobster Inc. is a brand-new way to buy lobster with an app on the phone 
for easy ordering. 

Trident SPS is a sustainable plastic solution company that off ers everything 
from fi sh totes and lobster crates to insulated boxes that are recyclable. Th ey 
off er recycling solutions for existing plastic totes too. 

Finally, we said a sad goodbye to business member Cape Porpoise Bait Co. as it 
closes its doors; Venture Bait has stepped in to take over and continue provid-
ing a wide supply of bait products. 

MEET THE MLA BOARD MEMBERS
By Melissa Waterman

Matinicus Island lobsterman Jarod Bray, 39, didn’t think of being a lobsterman 
when he was a child growing up on the island, even though his father was one. 
“I got seasick,” he laughed.

It wasn’t until he was in his late teens that he felt the itch to go lobstering. After 
attending Southern Maine Community College for building construction and 
masonry, he headed back to the island and the fi shery. “I like being independ-
ent. It’s something where you get out what you put into it,” he explained.

Bray was elected to the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) board in 2022. 
“My father was an MLA member. He saw the value in it. I always appreciated 
what the MLA was doing for the industry,” Bray said. “Tad Miller [ former board 
member from Matinicus] took me under his wing. He nominated me to take his 
place when he got done.”

Since joining the board, Bray has moved onto the executive committee. When 
MLA vice-president Dustin Delano stepped down from his position earlier this 
year, the board then elected Bray to be the association’s vice-president.

“Th ere are terrifi c guys on the board. Th ey are outstanding leaders in their indus-
try,” Bray said. “I don’t want to disappoint them or the lobstermen I represent.”

Bray, who fi shes from Artemis, a 46-foot Super 
Wesmac, was one of the lobstermen who lost 
fi shing ground when the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) instituted a closure 
within LMA 1 in 2021. “Th at closure changed 
how I fi shed, big time,” Bray said. “I used to fi sh 
off shore half the year, and now I’m not there. 
I don’t want to move my gear when it opens 
during the harsh month of February. Now I’m 
100% around Matinicus.”

He refl ected on the successful court case the 
MLA brought against NMFS to halt the im-
position of harsh new rules to protect North 

Atlantic right whales, rules that would have decimated the fi shery.

“I wish more people understood how big a deal it was. Th e cost [in legal fees] 
was astonishing,” Bray said. “Th e MLA saved the industry for six years. A lot 
of non-members say that someone else, like the state, would have stepped up 
to do the court case eventually. Th ere was no one else. If the MLA weren’t in-
volved, we would be in trouble.”

Bray has a hard time understanding how any lobsterman could not be a mem-
ber of the MLA, given possible punishing regulations that the fi shery still faces. 
“Th e younger generation [of lobstermen] have lots of information at their fi n-
gertips, and they know what the MLA has done and will continue to do, but 
some still aren’t joining. Th at’s scary, that’s astounding. We need members to 
continue the fi ght ahead of us,” he said. “2028 will be here before we know it.” 

Currently, Bray lives part of the time on Matinicus and the rest on the main-
land, in South Th omaston. Where once island lobstermen largely remained on 
the island all the time, living and raising their children there, that pattern is not 
true today, according to Bray. 

“Th e younger guys, they have worked hard, they have been successful earlier 
in their career. So, they have a house on the mainland. Th ere are more oppor-
tunities for their kids on the mainland. I think in the last 20 years it’s changed, 
and for the better,” he said. Bray knows that he will be in the fi shery for years to 
come. “It’s still challenging. You can keep excelling. Sure, it might be monoto-
nous 99% of the time, but what job isn’t?”

Vinalhaven lobsterman Johnny McCarthy, 35, remembers the day about four 
years ago when he decided to join the Maine Lobstermen’s Association (MLA). 
He was shooting the breeze with fellow fi sherman Steve Rosen when Rosen 
asked him casually if he was an MLA member. McCarthy isn’t someone who 
was afraid to get involved. He is on the Vinalhaven Fishermen’s Co-operative 
board and serves as a member of the Zone C Zone Council. He had heard 
about the MLA throughout his life. But he had never joined. So he signed up. “I 
thought, why didn’t I do this before?” he recalled.  

Now he sits on the MLA board. “I love this,” McCarthy said enthusiastically. “I’d 
way rather go to an MLA meeting than any other. With the MLA the board is all 
volunteer and everyone is looking out for each other and the fi shery. Th ey have 
the fi shery and what’s right for it at the bottom of what they do.”

McCarthy’s roots on Vinalhaven go back fi ve generations on his mother’s side. 
Although he was born in Florida, his family moved back to the island when he 
was seven. His father worked as a sternman for a family friend and McCarthy 
started lobstering when he was in middle school. “I went with a bunch of guys 
through high school, then I got my full license in my senior year. I started with 
50 traps and worked up to 270,” he said. 

Looking to broaden his skills, McCarthy attended a 14-month outboard/small 
engine maintenance program in Orlando. After fi nishing the program, he 
returned to Vinalhaven. “My dad told me that Amby Alley was looking for a 
sternman. He said if I didn’t have anything else lined up I should go. So I did,” 
McCarthy said. 

During the fi ve seasons McCarthy went as 
sternman with Alley the older fi sherman 
taught the younger man much, not by talking 
but by fi shing. “I really, really enjoyed fi shing 
with Amby. I was fi shing with him in my early 
twenties and now I know how lucky I was to go 
with him. I was very fortunate,” McCarthy said. 

By 2013 McCarthy had his own 35-foot boat. 
By 2021 he moved on to a new boat, a 45-foot 
Dixon, which launched the same year as the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) de-
clared a large portion of LMA 1 closed to lob-
stering from October through January. “I fi shed 
trawls just outside [in the area now closed]. Not 
the best time to get a new boat!” he laughed.

Being an MLA member and then a member 
of the board has given McCarthy insight into how important the organization 
is. “Growing up I would hear guys complain about something negative they 
thought the MLA did 20 years ago. You hear too much of that and you don’t 
think about the good stuff ,” he commented. “Th e MLA is the best chance and the 
best voice, one that we can depend on. It’s not a state organization, it’s a group 
trying to do the right thing for the fi shery.”

Like so many lobstermen, McCarthy is hesitant to predict what lies ahead for 
himself or the fi shery. In 2028 NMFS is required to release a new Biological 
Opinion and with it will come new rules designed to protect North Atlantic 
right whales. In addition, the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
(ASMFC) will require gauge changes beginning in January 2025. 

“I don’t know how much [the gauge change] will aff ect us,” he said. “I hope we 
have a decent few years, because a lot of people are not doing that great right 
now. If too many more regulations get piled onto the fi shery in 2028 a lot of 
communities are going to be hurting.” When he’s not fi shing, McCarthy enjoys 
spending time with his wife and their three children.

Jarod Bray and his wife 

Leslie.

Johnny McCarthy.

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
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BROOKS TRAP MILL & MARINE SUPPLIES

Visit us online at:

WWW.BROOKSTRAPMILL.COM

 Jonesboro, ME  Portland, ME  Th omaston, ME  West Bath, ME Wakefi eld, RI
 (207) 434-5791  (800) 244-8727  (800) 426-4526  (855) 840-6027 (401) 782-4412

We specialize in what you need!
Custom Lobster Traps, Custom Aquaculture Gear,

 Specialty Wire, Buoys, Rope, Fishing Supplies,
Aquaculture Supplies and MORE!!

With FIVE locations & trucks delivering 
throughout New England, we are closer to you than 
ever......giving YOU easier access to great prices and 

SUPERIOR CUSTOMER SERVICE!

FRESH
207.594.0405

FROZEN
207.542.1856

19 Front Street
Rockland, ME 04841
oharabait.com

FRESH BAIT
DIRECT FROM O’HARA

SINCE 1907

BLACK COD
HERRING
POGIES  
REDFISH  
ROCKFISH  
SALT
TUNA  

Why buy secondhand when you can buy fresh from O’Hara?

SINCE 1907

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN VATS/BOXES

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL
FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

FROZEN IN BOXES

50 LB BAGS

FRESH BY TANK AND BARREL

 

 

2024 US-CANADA 
LOBSTER TOWN HALL 
JAN 18-19 MONCTON, NB 
Registration fee: $75 USD / $102 CAD  
includes: conference materials, meals, and popular 
seafood reception. 
 
Hotel rooms: $115 USD / $155 CAD per day, including 
parking. 

Panel Discussion 
Topics Include: 

──── 

Market Issues and 
Impacts of US 

Gauge Increase 

──── 

Spatial Planning & 
Offshore Wind 
Development 

──── 

Impacts of Climate 
Change on Lobster 

Sector 

──── 

Innovative Gear 

 

 

 
 

Register Here: umaine.edu/lobsterinstitute/events/ 

For information about sponsorship opportunities, exhibit space (new this year!) 
or travel funds for harvesters via the Klaus Sonnenberg Memorial Fund, contact:  
 
Chris Cash at christina.cash@maine.edu  207-581-1443 or 207-975-0003 
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Our best wishes 
to the lobstermen, 

businesses, communities & families 
who make up the 

BEST WISHES FOR THE SEASON!

, 
& familie

from 
MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S 

COMMUNITY ALLIANCE

Maine Lobstermen’s Association

Twin Disc’s MGX series marine transmissions and 
QuickShift® controls provide smooth, fast shifting along 
with amazing slow-speed control. And the QuickShift®

control head isn’t just another pretty face:  
it’s designed to be workboat tough!

NORTH ATLANTIC POWER PRODUCTS
15 Continental Drive – Exeter, NH 03833

Call:  (888) 460-7419 or (603) 418-0470
Email:  djones@glpower.com

Your authorized Twin Disc Distributor for New England, New York 
& New Jersey

We’re here for you!

•  Proven Quality and 
Durability

•  Precision Engineered
•  Fastest Fishing Mesh
•  Unmatched Corrosion 

Resistance
•  The Highliner’s Top Choice

Aquamesh®   |   Manufactured by Riverdale Mills
riverdale.com   |   sales@riverdale.com   |   1.800.762.6374

AMERICAN  MADE

Since 1980 Aquamesh® has revolutionized 
the marine industry. It’s designed to 
be weather and corrosion resistant to 
withstand the harshest marine conditions.

Rebekah,
3rd generation lobsterman.

designed for the LONG HAUL

•  Provveenn QQuuaalliitty and 
D bilit

e harshest marine conditions.

Designed and 
manufactured in 
Massachusetts with 
pride, by lobstermen 
who know the superiority 
of Aquamesh®

( ) ( )

it s designed to be workboat tough!

WWWEEE’’RRE RRRRREEEEEEAAAAAAAADDDDDYYYYYYY FFFFFFFFFFFFFFOOOOORRRRRRRRRRRRRR 
YYYYYYOOOOUUUUUURRRRRR TTTTTTTTRRRRRRRAAAAAAAPPPP &&& KKKKKKIITTTTTTTTT OOOOOORRRRRRRDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRRRSSSSSSSSSSSSS

WWeWeWeWeWe wwanannnnt tttttt tototototo tttttthhhhahahah nk all of  yoyoouuuu -- cucucucuccuststtststttomommmomooomeerers ss s oloolooolddddddddd annannanananddddd d neeeeeeneewwwwwwwwww - ffffffffofoforrr r r yoyoyoyoyourururu  
pppatience aass weweweweewewewewee’v’v’v’vvvvvvveee e e wooworkrkeded tto oo fafaaafaffaffaaff cec tthehehehehehehe cccccccchhahhhah nngngnggngggeesese  andddddddnddddd cccccchahahahallllllllllenenenenngeegeegegeeeegessssss 

ofof ttthehehehehe lllllasasasasassssstt tttt ccoccocoupupupuplelee ooooofffffff yeyeyeyeeyeeyeyearrrarrrarararrararss.ss.ssss.s.ss.s.ss   

WeWeWWWeWeWeWeWe wwwwanananannnttt ttt yoyoyoyoyoyooyyoyoyoy u uuuuuuu u alalaallll totototo kkkknonow wwww wwww thtththththhhthht atataatatataataata wwwwwwe’e’’’ee reerrrerr hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhherereerererrereeee e ananananannannnanddddddd rererrrerr adaddy y y y yyyyyy tototototooo tttttaalalalaalkkkk aaabbbouououuuouut tt
yoyoyooyoyoyoyooururururururur uuuuuuupcppcpppp omomommmmmiiinininnggg orooroorordedededersrsrsrsr . 

OOOOOOUUUUUURRRRRRRRR BBBBBBBBBUUUUUUSSSSSSSSSSSSIIIIIIIINNNNEEEEEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSS IIIIIIIISSSSSS BBBBBBUUUUUIIIIILLLLLDDDDDDIIIINNNNNNGGGGG YYYYYYYOOOOOOOOUUUUUUUURRRRRRR 
TEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRRRRRRR GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRELLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOOBSTTLLLLLLLLLLOOOOOOOOOOBBBBBBBSSSSSTTTTTEEEEERRRRR GGGGGGEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRLLLLLLLOOOOOOOBBBSSSTTTTEEEEEEEEERRRRRR GGGEEEEEEAAAARR.
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SERVING CUSTOMERS FROM CANADA TO THE MID-ATLANTIC

FRIENDSHIP TRAP OFFICE: (800) 451-1200   (207) 354-2545

BUILT THE BEST.   BUILT TO LAST.   BUILT YOUR WAY.

Jerry Wadsworth
jerryw@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 542-0842

Jimmy Emerson – Columbia Falls
jemerson@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 483-6555  (800) 339-6558

Mike Wadsworth
mikew@friendshiptrap.com

(207) 542-0841

Everson 
breakaway rope 
is the strongest 
whale-safe rope 
available. Available 
in ME, MA and 

The Maine Mold 
Link is the safest 

breakaway link 

when properly 
installed.
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Twin Disc’s MGX series marine transmissions and 
QuickShift® controls provide smooth, fast shifting along 
with amazing slow-speed control. And the QuickShift®

control head isn’t just another pretty face:  
it’s designed to be workboat tough!

NORTH ATLANTIC POWER PRODUCTS
15 Continental Drive – Exeter, NH 03833

Call:  (888) 460-7419 or (603) 418-0470
Email:  djones@glpower.com

Your authorized Twin Disc Distributor for New England, New York 
& New Jersey

We’re here for you!
C7.1 C9.3

C18 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
470 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A”
600 HP @ 1800 Continuous Duty “A”
670 HP @ 1800-2100 Heavy Duty “B”

715 HP @ 1800-2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”
803 HP @ 2100 Intermittent Duty “D”

* Tier 4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings:
1,001 BHP @ 2300 
1,136 BHP @ 2300

C9.3 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
375 HP @ 1800 Heavy Duty “B”

416 HP @ 2100 Maximum Continuous Duty “C”
476 HP @ 2300 Intermittent Duty “D”

CAT MARINE ENGINES
Tier 3 Commercial Line-up

miltoncat.com

C7.1 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
280 HP @ 2300 Heavy Duty “B” IN STOCK

350 HP @ 2500 Maximum Continuous Duty “C” IN STOCK
400 HP @ 2600 Intermittent Duty “D” IN STOCK
425 HP @ 2700 Intermittent Duty “D” IN STOCK

*All T4 Exempt Light Commercial Ratings, require qualifications review and approval by CAT Factory.
*Contact Nick Fawle or Your Authorized Marine Dealer for Tier 4 exemption qualification details.

Billings Diesel & Marine 
Service
Stonington, ME

Dennis’ Welding & Marine
Beals, ME

Front Street Shipyard
Belfast, ME

Lyman Morse at Wafarer 
Marine Corporation
Camden, ME

Journey’s End
Rockland, ME

Fairhaven Shipyard & 
Marina, Inc.
Fairhaven, MA

Guy Crudele Repair
Gloucester, MA

Sacchetti Marine and 
Industrial LLC
Plymouth, MA

Windward Power Systems
Fairhaven, MA

DePaul Diesel Services, Inc.
Portsmouth, RI

Hinckley Yacht Service
Portsmouth, RI

Rhode Island Engine 
Company, Inc.
Narragansett, RI

AUTHORIZED MARINE DEALERS

CC77..11

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTiiiieieieieiieieieieerrr 3333333 CoCoCoCC mmmmm ere ciicialalalaal RRRRRRRRRatataatatiii

C99..33

TTTTTTTTTTTTieieieerrrrr 3333333 CCCCCCoCoCCCoCoCCoCommmmmmmmmmmmmmmm ererereeerciciciciialaalaaaal RRRRRatattatttininini

C18 C32

8 8 88 TiTTTTiTiTiTTT ererer 333333 CCCCCCComommmommememercrccrcr iaiiiaiiaiiiiallllllll lll ll RaRaRaRaRRaRR tititiititiitingngngnn s

C188CC1188C 8 CC3322

For Marine Engine Sales, contact Nick Fawle, our new Marine Market Manager. 
Nick Fawle at 603-484-5248

Nick_Fawle@miltoncat.com

C32 Tier 3 Commercial Ratings:
750 BHP @ 1600-1800
800 BHP @ 1600-1800
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• To make a nomination, you must be an MLA     

member in good standing. 

• All nominees must hold a Maine lobster license & 

be an MLA member in good standing. 

• Deadline for nominations: January 31, 2024.

• Feel free to nominate yourself, or someone else.

MLA Members -- Don’t miss your opportunity 
to influence the future of your organization and your industry!

MLA Seeks Nominations for Board of Directors

MLA Director Nomination Form (detach and return)

Name:________________________________________________________________________________

Fishing Port:_________________________________________________________________________

Zone:___________Town of residence:________________________________________________

Please let us know how this nominee could contribute to the MLA Board:

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Nominee Information (must be MLA member)

Mail your nomination to the MLA office: MLA, 2 Storer St, Ste 203, Kennebunk, ME 04043 
Or feel free to call in your nomination to 967-4555   or email: amberjean@mainelobstermen.org.

Person submitting nomination (must be MLA member)
Name:________________________________________________________________________________

Lobster Lic. #:_______________________________________________________________________

Thank you 
for helping to keep 
the MLA strong!

Nomination Requirements

Did you know?

• MLA Directors are elected for a 3-year term

• MLA Directors meet monthly (except August)

• Board members expected to attend at least 4 meetings/yr

Overview of MLA Board

• Maximum # of Board members:  21

• Current Board:  21 members

• Number of  Directors with Terms expiring:  7
• Average age of MLA Board:  49

• Youngest MLA Board member:  28

• Oldest MLA Board member:  75

MLA Board representation

• Zone A 4 (2 expiring)

• Zone B 3

• Zone C 3 (2 expiring)

• Zone D 3 (1 expiring)

• Zone E 3 (2 expiring)

• Zone F 2 

• Zone G 3 

• Islands represented 4

2024 Board Priorities

• Dedicated lobstermen who 

care about the future of the 

industry

• Lobstermen who can talk 

about the industry’s needs 

and priorities

• Balanced industry  represen-

tation across the state

Shop our Holiday Flyer online or in-store and...

Kittery • Portland • Rockland • Searsport • SW Harbor • Jonesport

Our flyer is filled to the brim with goodies for the boater 

in your family. From must have knives to stocking 

stuffers to cozy warm weather gear, there’s something 

for everyone on your list!

The one size fits all gift.
Hamilton Marine 
Gift Cards!
Available in any amount. 
Order# GIFTCARD

Don’t know what to get 
the boater on your list?

hamiltonmarine.com800-639-2715

Plus, keep an eye on social media! We're 
filling our sleigh with a selection of Super 

Specials that you don't want to miss out on!

Exclusions apply. Valid thru December 24th only.

Purchase$20off a $50
Use Coupon Code HOLIDAY at Checkout Online.

Shop our Holiday Flyer online or in-store andShop our Holiday Flyer online or in-store and...

KitteryKittery • Portland Portland • Rockland Rockland • SearsportSearsport • SW Harbor SW Harbor • JonesportJonesport

Our flyer is filled to the brim with goodies for the boater 

in your family. From must have knives to stocking

stuffers to cozy warm weather gear, there’s something

for everyone on your list!

The one size fits all gift.
Hamilton MarineHamilton Marine
Gift CardGift Cards!s!
Available in any amount. AA
Order# GIFTCARDOrder# GIFTCARD

t

hamiltonmarine.com800-639-2715

Plus, keep an eye on social media! We're
filling our sleigh with a selection of Super 

Specials that you don't want to miss out on!

Exclusions apply. Valid thru December 24th only.E

Poff a
Coupon Code eoupon Code CC dUse Cooup CCCoupon Code CodU poCo Cose CouponnUs onppon Codddddese ouUse Coupu oooooose Coupon Coooooo dddpppuu CooooCoupon Codeee Coupon Coddpp eee CouponnUse Coupon CodeUse Coupon Code YYAYAYDADALLOOOOHHOO YYAADDIILLHHHOLIDAYHOLIDAY Checkout OnlineCheckout Online.at C at CCC OOOnkout OOkout Onn nCheckout OnlinOnat Checkout Online.hhaa uut Onliooaa ckckaa ookk uuookk eecceeee eeiinntt ttChh lilCheckout Onlineat Checkout Online.
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Proud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in MaineProud to be a fourth-generation seafood wholesaler in Maine
If yo

WE WOULD LOVE TO SERVE YOU!

There’s always an advantage with A.C. Inc.
LET US HELP YOU MARKET YOUR PRODUCT!

Buying product from dealers, wharfs, fishermen and harvesters.
AC Inc.    Beals, ME 04611    207-497-2261
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AQUACULTURE

Atlantic Sea Farms
Liz Johndrow
20 Pomerleau St.
Biddeford, ME 04005
ljohndrow@atlanticseafarms.com
www.atlanticseafarms.com
MLA members can get 25% off order

AUTOMOTIVE 

Weirs GMC Buick
1513 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
877-861-0700  
info@weirsbuickgmc.com  
www.weirsbuickgmc.com
Buy a new GMC truck & get a free 
Bullet Liner

BAIT DEALERS 

CBS  Lobster
52 Union Wharf
Portland, ME 04101    207-775-2917
cbslobster13@yahoo.com

Channel Fish
370 E. Eagle St.
East Boston, MA 02128
617-569-3200
admin@channelfi sh.com
www.channelfi sh.com

Louisiana Bait Products
11908 Hwy 87
Jeanerette, LA  70544
337-400-4121
shawn@getbait.com
www.getbait.com

Lund’s Fisheries Inc.
997 Ocean Dr.
Cape May, NJ 08204 
207-415-4547
Htodd@lundsfi sh.com
www.lundsfi sh.com

Nor'east Bait LLC
Tom Canino
4 Vacation Dr.
York ME 03909
207-752-6775
noreastbait@gmail.com
https://noreastbait.com

BOAT BUILDERS/ BOAT REPAIR

Royal River Boat Repair
Alan Dugas 
307 Bayview St
Yarmouth, ME 04096
207-846-9577
alan@royalriverboat.com
www.royalriverboat.com

SW Boatworks  
358 Douglas Highway 
Lamoine, ME  04605 
207-667-7427 
swboatworks@roadrunner.com
www.swboatworks.com
$1000 discount for hull or top

ELECTRONICS

Deckhand Electronic Logbook
Lange Solberg
11 Bellwether Way
Bellingham, WA 98225
888-210-3117
info@deckhandlogbook.com
www.deckhandlogbook.com
Discounts & specials for MLA 
members only! Call for more info. 

DuraBrite Inc.
310 Ellington Ave. E
Garden City, NY  11530
201-915-0555
info@durabritelights.com
www.durabritelights.com

Navroc Marine Electronics
Jason Philbrook
156 New County Rd.
Rockland, ME 04841
207-596-7803
jason@rockbound.net
www.navroc.com

FINANCIAL &INVESTMENT 

Farm Credit East
Shannon Webber
615 Minot Ave.
Auburn, ME 04210    
800-831-4230     
www.farmcrediteast.com

Twin City Financial Group
Mike Godin
1071 Lisbon St
Lewiston, ME 04240  207-777-6266
mike@twincityfg.com
Locations in Brunswick, Stonington & 
Farmingdale

FISHING, MARINE AND 
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES

Hamilton Marine
with locations in Searsport: 548-6302
Southwest Harbor: 244-7870
Rockland: -594-8181
Portland: 774-1772
Jonesport: 497-2778
Kittery: 439-1133
mail@hamiltonmarine.com
www.hamiltonmarine.com
Discounts to commercial fi shermen

Ketcham Supply Co, Inc
Myron Horzesky
11 Myrtle St
New Bedford, MA 02740
508-997-4787
myron@ketchamsupply.com
www.ketchamsupply.com

North Atlantic Power Products
Dan Jones/ Jay Perrotta
15 Continental Dr
Exeter, NH 03801
603-418-0470
djones@glpower.com
www.northatlanticpower.com

Tightlines Tackle
Cody Barter
60 School Street
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-2944
ttctuna@gmail.com
www.tightlinestackle.com

Trident SPS
Bruce Hannough
1 Wheelhouse Way
Kittery Point, ME 03905
610-715-0789
sales@tridentsps.com
https://www.tridentsps.com

FUEL 

Colby & Gale
Matt Poole
154 Biscay Rd
Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-3414
mpoole@colbyandgale.com
https://colbyandgale.com

GIFTS 

Maine Camp Outfi tters
Melissa Daniels
300 Sunset Rd 
Sunset, ME  04683 800-560-6090 
melissa@maine-camp.com 
www.mainepromotional.com
10% off  apparel & promotional 
product orders.
HYDRAULICS 

Coastal Hydraulics Inc.
28 Route 86 
Seabrook, NH 03874      
603-474-1914      
sales@coastalhyd.com
www.coastalhyd.com 
10% discount on all in-stock items for 
MLA members.

Hews Company LLC
190 Rumery St.
South Portland, ME 04106   
207-767-2136       info@ hewsco.com
10% off  hydraulic components & 
Craft cables.

INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS 

Maine Lobster Marketing 
Collaborative
2 Union St.
Portland, ME 04101       
207-541-9310    
info@lobsterfrommaine.com
www.lobsterfrommaine.com

INSURANCE 

Acadia Benefi ts
Connor and Kevin Kennedy
50 Portland Pier, Ste 301
Portland ME 04101
207-615-0560 (Kevin)
207-822-4385 (Connor)
kkennedy@acadiabenefi ts.com
www.acadiabenefi ts.com

FA Peabody Insurance
Josh McGuire
254 Main St
Calais, ME 04619    800-759-4478
www.fapeabody.com

Smithwick & Mariners Insurance 
366 US Route 1 
Falmouth , ME  04105 
207-781-5553/800-370-1883 
scott@smithwick-ins.com 
www.smithwick-ins.com
Discounted vessel insurance for MLA 
members. Additional 5% discount 
with proof of completed C.G. Fishing 
Vessel Drill Conductor course within 
the last 5 years.

LOBSTER/SEAFOOD/
WHOLESALE/RETAIL  

Atwood Lobster
Travis Th ompson
286 Island Rd
Spruce Head, ME 04859
207-596-6691
travis.thompson@atwoodlobster.com
www.atwoodlobster.com
Cranberry Isles Fishermen's Coop
PO Box 258
Islesford, ME 04646    207-244-5438
cranberrycoop@gmail.com
http://littlecranberrylobster.com

Delano Seafood
Kendall Delano
2090 Atlantic Highway
Waldoboro, ME 04572
207-832-7902
www.delanoseafoodmarket.com

D.C. Air and Seafood
258 Newman St.
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
207-963-7139

Th e Lobster Co.
1272 Portland Rd.
Arundel, ME 04046
207-985-8824
lobcoretail@yahoo.com
www.thelobsterco.com

Luke’s Lobster
84 Industrial Park Rd.
Saco, ME 04072 
207-332-0304
jeff @lukeslobster.com
www.lukeslobster.com

Maine Lobster Outlet
Caanan LeTourneau
360 US Route 1
York, ME 03909
207-363-4449
caanan@mainelobsteroutlet.com
https://mainelobsteroutlet.com

RDR Lobster & Shellfi sh LLC
1077  Bar Harbor Rd.
Trenton, ME 04605     
207-667-2250     
rpdoane@yahoo.com

ShopLobster, Inc.
Nick Perreault
66 Main St., suite 304 
Ellsworth, ME 04605
207-386-9320
nperreault2029@gmail.com
www.shoplobster.com

Shucks Maine Lobster
150 Main St, Suite 4
Richmond, ME 04357    
207-737-4800
bryan@shucksmaine.com

Spruce Head Fishermen’s Co-op 
275 Island Rd.
S. Th omaston,  ME  04858    
207-594-8029      
shfcoop@gmail.com

Stonington Lobster Coop
PO Box 87
Stonington, ME 04681  
207-367-2286
www.stoningtonlobstercoop.com

Swans Island Fishermens Coop
PO Box 116 
Swans Island, ME 04685    
207-526-4327   
sicoop@tds.net

MARINE ENGINES

Cummins
110 Gibson Rd.
Scarborough, ME 04074
207-510-2223
ryan.oliver@cummins.com
www.cummins.com

Gillespie Marine, LLC
Mike Gillespie
519C Gardiner Rd. 
Wiscasset, ME 04578
(207) 504-2652
GillespiemarineLLC@yahoo.com

Power Product Systems
Joel Rumelhart
432 Warren Ave 
Portland, ME 04103
207-797-5950
info@powerprodsys.com
www.powerprodsys.com

REAL ESTATE 

RE/MAX Jaret & Cohn
Camden: 236-9626
Belfast: 338-4220
Rockland: 596-0352
Vinalhaven: 863-2554
Waldoboro: 832-5219
info@jaretcohn.com
www.jaretcohn.com

REFRIGERATION SERVICES 

Applied Refrigeration Services 
7C Commons Ave. 
Windham, ME 04062  
207-893-0145 
info@appliedrefrigeration.com
www.appliedrefrigeration.com
$250 off  new installations.

RESTAURANTS

Barnacle Billy's
50 & 70 Perkins Cove Rd.
Ogunquit, ME 03907
207-646-5575
billy@barnbilly.com
www.barnbilly.com

Island Lobster Co. 
20 Island Ave
Peaks Island, ME 04108
207-956-7488
ahoy@islandlobsterco.com
www.islandlobsterco.com

Mason's Famous Lobster Rolls
Weston Leonard
600 Atlantic Ave., 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451
757-644-7685
wleonard@missionfoods.com
www.masonslobster.com

Red's Eats
Debbie Gagnon
Water St., Wiscasset, ME 04578
207-882-6128
debbiegagnon222@yahoo.com
www.redseatsmaine.com

TRAP BUILDERS/STOCK 
SUPPLIES 

Brooks Trap Mill
Stores in Portland, West Bath, 
Jonesboro, and Wakefi eld, RI 
211 Beechwood St 
Th omaston, ME  04861     
207-354-8763 
stephen@brookstrapmill.com 
www.brookstrapmill.com 

Friendship Trap Company
in Friendship, Columbia Falls
570 Cushing Rd. 
Friendship, ME 04547 
207-354-2545/800-451-1200 
MikeW@friendshiptrap.com 
www.friendshiptrap.com

Sea Rose Trap Co.
9 Digital Dr.
Biddeford, ME 04005 
207-730-5531
searosetrap@gmail.com  
www.searosetrap.com

MLA SELECT BUSINESS MEMBERS Show your support for these businesses! 
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Thank you to our
22023 DDonors. 

TThankk youu too thosee whose 
ddonationss too #SaveMaineLobstermenn  

CCampaignn totall $100,0000 orr more 

JJohnn andd Brendann Ready 
MMachiass Savingss Bank 

BBarr Harborr Bankk && Trustt  
FFirstt Nationall Bank 
DDonaldd Sussman 

GGiftss $20,0000 -- $$39,999 
Robinson’s Wharf Fundraiser

 
GGiftss $10,0000 -- $$14,999 
Town of Cutler
Town of Friendship
Town of Harpswell

 
GGiftss $5,0000 -- $$9,999 
Hamilton Marine
Maine Aquaculture Association
Town of Boothbay
Town of Stonington

 
GGiftss $2,5000 -- $$4,999 
Mark Bennett
Delano Seafood
Friend & Friend
Maine Camp Outfitters
Tyler Piper 
Town of Sorrento
Vinalhaven Lions Club

 
GGiftss $1,0000 -- $$2,499 
A Silver Lining, Jess Pinkham
American Lobster Products
Brian Alley
Jeremy Alley 
Richard Alley, Jr.
Laurence Ames
Bar Harbor Chamber of 
     Commerce
Eric Beal
David Black
Michael Bowser, Esq.
Brown’s Boat Yard
Judge W. Kennedy Boone III, Ret.

Tricia Ann Carver
Jason Chipman
Larry Coombs
Ben Doliber

$$1,0000 -- $$2,4999 (cont.) 
George Dow
Joe Doyle
Brian Eaton
Lillian Eby & Jeff Fogelsong
Elizabeth Fenwick
Bruce Fernald  
Michael Flanigan
Edward Foye 
Travis Gamage: The Penalty Box
Kevin Glover
Go Fish! 
Peter Goldstein
Earl Hamilton 
Erick Harjula
Andrew Hawke
David Heallen
Alice Ingraham
Chip Johnson
Nathan & Janet Jones
Jeff Kaelin
Kristofer Koerber  
Stuart Levenbach
William Libby
Travis Lunt 
Coleen Lydon 
Jeni Menendez
Moody’s Diner
Moody’s Shellfish
Mornings in Paris
Jonathan Murphy
NH Commercial Fisherman’s
     Association 
Jeffrey Norwood
Brent Olsen
Alfred Osgood
Leland R. Osgood
Nicholas & Kristin Page 
Douglas M. Ricci
Karen Rizkalla, Saint George 
     Realty 
Todd Savage: The Penalty Box
Mark Sewell
James Smith
Sorrento Seafood 
David A. Thomas
Courtland & Roxanne Tolman 
Town of Frenchboro 
Town of Kittery
Town of Mount Desert
Town of Vinalhaven
Lee Watkinson
Ronald Watkinson 
Chris Welch
Wendy Webster Good Fine Art
Whitney’s Tri-Town Marine
Winter Harbor Co-Op

GGiftss $5000 -- $$999
Eben Wilson
Dominic Zanke
Travis Alley 
Josh Beal
Blue Water Concepts
Russell Brown, Percy L Brown
     & Sons
Chandler River Fuel Service
Barbara & James Chesney
Mark Cheney
City of Auburn
Jessica DeFrenn, Sacred 
     Seahorse Studio
Deer Isle Sunset Cong. Church
Robert Docill
Michael G. Floyd
Timothy Field
Kevin Hopkins, Hopkins
     Boatyard
BR & CR Hughes
Mark Jones 
KA ORA Bracelets
Sean Kelley
Chris Kelsey
Kyle Koerber
Edwin G. Lawson 
Martin Leeman
John McCarthy
Raymond & Judith McCaskey
Carl McIntire
Shane McIntire 
Robert McIntire
Katherine Miller
Ryan Miller 
Steve N. Miller 
Tad Miller
Tim Morong
New England Marine & 
     Industrial
Brian & Lisa Osgood, 
     Creekside, Inc.
Michael Philbrook 
Port Lobster Company
Andrew Ray & Sarah 
     Buchen-Ray
Matthew Samuels
Martha Silver
Paul Smith
Nathaniel Snow
David Thurlow
John Tripp 
Rita Tripp
Richard Wall
Weathervane Seafoods
Wind Horse Arts
Jeff White 
Chilloa Young

 
GGiftss $3000 -- $$499 
Alice Bissell & Stephen Rosen
Carla Bryson
Stephen Burns
Scott E. Drake 
Michael Foster & Jill Jensen
Geary Brewing Co. Staff 
Chris Jenness
Bobby Ingalls
Kathi & Bruce Jordan
Kyick Charters LLC
Maine Camp Outfitters

$$3000 -- $$4999 (cont.)
Jane Snider
David Sullivan 
Charles Tarbox
Tiller & Rye Grocers

 
GGiftss $1000 -- $$299 
Diane Adair
Andrew Adam 
Ted Ames & Robin Alden
Herman Anderson
George Andrews
George Armstrong
Emily & Ron Axelrod
John Barrett
Glenda Beal
Naftal Bechar
William & Catherine Becker
Thomas Bennett
Joannah Bentley
Bobbi & Dana Billings
Russell Bray
Eric Brazer
Ernie Burgess
Linda Burley
Albert Buswell
Susan Buxton, Day Boat Fresh
Buzz Carver 
Bonnie & Gary Castanino
Roger Chipman
Julie Cleveland 
Daniel Clough
John & Diane Cochran 
Diane & Daniel Colacino
Lydia Coleman
Alcyone Coon
Diane Cowan
Mark & Margery Cyr
Orville Darling  
Darwin & Jacqueline Davidson
Palmer Davies
Eric Davis
Steven Davis 
Jesse Davisson
Howard Dentremont
Charles Dillon 
Tripp Dixon
Dock’s Seafood
Joey Donnelly
William Dowling, Jr.
Donna Dworkin
Terrance & Sandra Eaton 
Barbara Edson
Stephanie Ewen
Cameron Field
Friendship Lobster Treats
Judith Gary
Alexander Gonzalez
Shelley Grant
Barrett Gray, Boyce’s Motel
Eugene Guilford
Jason G. Hamilton
Pearl Hardie 
Noah  Harjula
Gary & Susan Harmatz
Curt & Sally Haskell
Nicole & Larry Heath
Susan Heissenbuttel
Allison Hepler
Stephen & Lisa Hewitt
Michael Higgins
Ditta Baron Hoeber

$$1000 -- $$2999 (cont.) 
Richard Howard
Island Spirits
Bruce Irwin Johnson
Keith Jordan 
David Joyce
Roger Kellett
The Kelley Family
Dana Knudsen
William Knuff & Kristine Geils
Rachel Korenkiewicz
Stephen Kosacz
Alyssa & Dale Landrith, 
     Wicked Adventure Redemption

Bill Lanza
Burt Leach 
Gary Libby
John Lumbard
Larry & Barbara MacAdams
Marshall Matthew
John McCann
Robert McMahan 
Mark Minton
Christopher Moore
Howard Moorefield
Rick Morton 
Bill Most
Christopher Nelson 
Richard Nelson 
Willem Nieuwkerk
Chelsea Nunan
Dave Nute
Robert H. Oberlander
Brent Oliver 
George Olsen
Travis Otis Family
Katherine Page & Alan Hein
Anne Pease
Tara & Matthew Perez
Cathy Proctor
Nancy Plummer
Larry & Sandra Pye
Lawrence Pye 
Edward Reddy 
Scot Reisner
RG Tax Accounting & 
     Resolution
Gordon Rittmeyer
John Rohrer
Michael Rowan
Tammy Rowe
Michael Sargent
George Sass
Annette & Daniel Schultz
John Seiders
Michael Sherman
Constance Sinclair
Sarah Smith
Bobbie Speigelman
Ted Spurling 
John & Sondi Stanton
Stonington Lobster Boat Race
     Committee 
Andrew Svenson
Gary Taylor
Zachary Teal
Matthew & Rya Trundy
Noel Twigg
Diana Tyler
Keavany Tyler
VIP Maine Mobile
Eloise Vitelli
Allan Vitkus

Donate $1,000 or more and receive 
this exclusive sweatshirt. 

MMLAA Legall Defensee fund::  www.savemainelobstermen.orgg  207--9967--44555
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$$1000 -- $$2999 (cont.) 
Richard Waldron
Michael Webber 
Walter Whetstone
Jeanne & Richard Whittier
Wesley Willink
Richard Wilson
Crayke Windsor 
Judith Wylie
Elaine Yandow
Christopher Young
E. Richard Young
 

GGiftss Underr $100 
Katya Abazajian
Petrea Allen
Fred Backman
Aaron Beal
Linda & Chris Berlow
Dana Betts, Sr.
Col. Charles Brule, Ret.
Elisabeth Butler & Albert Harper
Dobbin Callahan
Patricia Callahan
Scott Callahan
Sheila Callahan
John Bowden & Clare Catarius
Craig & Merrill Chapin
Terri Rae Chattin & Stephanie 
    Hixon
Sean Clayton
Peter Collins 
Felix Croft
Lois Davis
Susan Dempster & Gerald 
    Doughty
Virginia Deucher
Demaree DiBiase
Donalee Dolan 
Oaky Dover
Kim Drain
Lynn Duryea

UUnderr $1000 (cont.)) 
Eastern Tides Design
Gerry Fogerty
Fraternal Order of Eagles: 
    Ladies Aux. Social Fund 1248

Sandra Gates
Kathye Gorham
Jerry Goto 
Michael Gray
Mike & Penny Greenberg
Anonymous
Carla Harris
James & Elaine Herlan 
Jorge Hernandez
Jo Ann Hoppe
Eve Jamieson
Alice Jaskolka
Margaret Jicha
Mary Jones
Robert Jordan
Debbie Kelley
Mark Kirchoff
James Klick
Jeffrey Knuckles
Richard & Kathleen Lacourciere
Susan Lane
John & Teresa Lynch
Priscilla & Ralph Masciovecchio
Richard Marchione
Ruth Matthews
Lance & Amy Meader, Rivalries
     Falmouth, LLC
John Meyn
Raymond & Carol Michaud 
Dana Morin
Namaste Clean Soaps
Charlotte Nekola
Harry Nelson
H. Oliver & C. Goddard, Coastline
    Physical Therapy
Jeffrey & Kristina Osgood

 

GGiftss inn Honorr Of::  

David & Mary Black
Susan Lane

Laurin Brooks
Michael Bowser

Cranberry Isles Co-op
Emily & Ron Axelrod

Tim Dyer
Larry Coombs

The Joy Family
Bruce Erwin Johnson

Chris & Carole Page 
Coleen Lydon 

The Steele Family
Darwin & Jacqueline Davidson

Frances & Bob Williams
Lillian Eby & Jeff Fogelsong

Those that go down to the sea 
in their ships
Mark Minton

GGiftss inn Memoriam: 

Ed & Mary Blackmore
Curt & Sally Haskell

Edward Chickering, Sr. 
Debbie Kelley

Douglas Cressey
Priscilla & Ralph Masciovecchio
Dana Morin
Michael Weisman

Carol Susan Ferraro
William & Catherine Becker 
Ruth Matthews
Andrew Svenson
Gary Tylinski
Judith Wylie

Greg Gamage & Arnie Gamage
Travis Gamage

Peter Goldstein
Nicole & Larry Heath
John & Teresa Lynch 
William Knuff & Kristine Geils
Kathy Madrazo

Willie Havener
Petrea Allen

Gene Kelley
Donalee Dolan 
The Kelley Family

Connor Lazaro
Jason G Hamilton

June Kantz Pemberton
Dana Knudsen

Gus Radley
Jason G Hamilton

Charles Rogers, Sr. 
Donna Rogers

Carl Simmons, Jr.
Diane Cowan

Evelynne Small
Kathye Small

Dale Torrey, Sr.
George Armstrong
Tripp Dixon
James & Elaine Herlan
Raymond & Carol Michaud
Christopher & Gail Nelson
Andrew Ray & Sara Buchen-Ray
Mary Lou Weaver
Winter Harbor Co-Op

Mason Warren
Fraternal Order of Eagles:
    Ladies Aux. Social Fund

Susan Young
E Richard Young

UUnderr $1000 (cont.)) 
Gus Oster
Russell Pancoast
Penny Pengra
Lucy & Jerome Pieh
Evan Pinette
Lindsey Pinkham, Midcoast First
     Aid, LLC
James Poole
Port Clyde Kayaks
Tim Pridham
Phebe Quattrucci
Margaret & Terry Quinian
Red’s Eats
Ladonna Readmond
Rigid Fishing
Will Roese
Bonnie Rogers
Donna Rogers
Jan Salas
Molly Samuels
Shenanigan’s by Sam
Marshall Shepard
Joshua Scherz
Jim Smith
Carl Steiniger
Roger Stephenson
Paula Stover
Susan Tananbaum & Joe Frazer
Marquita Temple
The Community Gourmet
William Thurlow
Gary Tylinksi
Mary Lou Weaver 
Michael Weisman
Mary Wells
Richard & Aileen Wenzel
Travis Widdecomb
Richard & Erika Willard
Bruce & Theresa Young

We can’t predict the challenges to come. 
2028 is right around the corner and

we must be ready.

� $$10,0000  
� $$5,0000 
� $$2,0000 
� $$1,0000 
� $$5000 
� $$3655 “a dollar a day” 
� OOther:: __________ 
� MMakee thiss aa yearlyy giftt 

NName::  

BBusinesss Name::  
      ______ ppleasee usee myy businesss namee inn myy listing 
AAddress::  

CCity::                                                              State::                     Zip::  

PPhone::  
EEmail::  

SSweatshirtt Size::  
IInn Memoryy of::  

MMyy Info::  Myy Gift::  

AAlll donorss givingg $1,0000 orr moree inn 20233 willl 
rreceivee ann EXCLUSIVEE 

##SaveMaineLobstermenn sweatshirt. 

i

mmailingg address:: 22 Storerr St,, Suitee 203,, Kennebunk,, MEE 040433   

YYourr supportt keepss uss fifightingngg fforr YOUU andd yourr family.y.y.yy.y  

YYOURR INVESTMENT TODADAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAADAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAY WILL HELP ENSURE WEWE’E’’’’’RE AABLEE INVESTTTMENT TODDADAYAYY WILL HELP ENSURE WWEE
TTOO CONFRONTT THEE CHALLENGESS TOO COME.

EE RRRRRE
EE.. 

DDonationss listedd weree receivedd byy 11/20/23..  
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are busy soliciting sponsors and raffl  e prize donations for our fi rst event of 
the new year, which will be held at the Star Th eatre at the Kittery Community 
Center on Sunday, February 25. NewsCenter Maine morning anchor, Sharon 
Rose, has agreed to emcee this community event.

As we wrap up fundraising activi-
ties for 2023, we look back with grati-
tude and forward with hope. Th ank 
you to everyone who has donated, 
attended an event, or purchased a 
#SaveMaineLobstermen t-shirt, sweat-
shirt, or hat. When we kicked off  our 
campaign in the fall of 2021, it sure 
seemed like the tide was turning 
against us, but your support helped lift 
us and made our decisive court victory 
earlier this year possible. We may have 
some breathing room today, but we 
know that there will be challenges to 
face in the coming months and years, 
which is why it is more important than 
ever to support our eff orts to ensure 
we are fi nancially ready to face what-
ever challenges those may be.

(207) 223-8846

New England Propeller

9 Apollo Eleven Rd., Plymouth, MA 02360 • 800-635-9504 Fax 508-746-8804
www.neprop.com • E-mail: neprop@aol.com

Factory Repair Station
for All Makes and

Types of Propellers

Top 10 Distributor
for

Michigan Wheel

Over 4,000
Propellers in Stock

Hale MRI 
3D Computerized

Scanning and
Dynamic Balancing

• Michigan 3 Blade Dyna-Jets
• Four Blade DQX + Dyna Quads
• Five Blade Hi-Torq Michigan
• Aluminum & Stainless Outboard

& I.O. Propellers

• Fuel Tanks Fabricated to
USCG Specs.

• Duramax-Cutless Bearings
• Sierra Engine Parts
• PSS Mechanical Seals

Shafting

Drive 
Savers

Godfrey-Camp
Zincs

Buck-Algonquin
Rudders —

Stuffing Boxes

Federal Flexible
Couplings

Check out our shipping rates!!!  2 Days to Alaska.  Overnight to Maine!!!

Highest quality ropes made in Maine

SINK 

By Kevin Kelley, MLA Director of Advancement

Enthusiasm for Maine’s lobstering families fi lled the Cross Insurance Arena 
in Portland on November 10. Th e Maine Mariners ice hockey team hosted 
“Lobstermen’s Appreciation Night” 
with fun-fi lled activities held through-
out the evening to highlight the im-
portance of the lobster industry to our 
state’s identity. MLA chief operating 
offi  ce, Amber-Jean Nickel, was invited 
onto center ice and dropped the puck 
to offi  cially begin the game. 

A portion of the proceeds from tick-
ets sold via a special link benefi ted 
the MLA. A 50/50 raffl  e was held, and 
the winner (who remained anony-
mous) donated their portion back to 
the MLA. Th e Mariners also donated 
a special hockey stick, autographed by 
team members, which was raffl  ed off  
at the MLA’s information booth.

Preparations are already underway for 
“All Hands On Deck” events to be held 
in 2024. Organizers of the second an-
nual “Chowder’s On” event in Kittery 

SAVE MAINE LOBSTERMEN CAMPAIGN SKATES INTO NEW YEAR

MLA COO Amber-Jean Nickel drops the puck at the November 10 

Maine Mariner's hockey game in Portland. MLA photo. 

Fishermen at November's Pacifi c Marine Expo had the opportunity to try out 
Blue Ocean Gear buoys. Designed to track and monitor fi shing gear and equip-
ment the buoys are small and light enough to be stored inside a Dungeness 
crab or lobster pot, according to a recent article in National Fisherman, yet du-
rable enough to be bounced off  the deck or whipped around at sea. 

Th e buoy's new PlotterLink system means it can be integrated with any plot-
ter. Benefi ts of the PlotterLink system include being able to provide direct 

communications with 
Blue Ocean Gear smart 
buoys, seeing the dis-
play directly on GPS 
chart plotters and being 
able to share data with 
other nearby vessels.

NEW BUOYS LINK WITH ANY ON-BOARD PLOTTER
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Lobster traps and supplies
• 
• 
• Cavatorta Seaplax Italian wire
• Fitec and Broad Creek twine in #21, 

• Seamaster

Family-owned business since 1993

Shop:  207-730-5531
Adam:  207-730-1651
Don: 207-730-2063
Eric: 207-653-6195

Email:
www.searosetrap.com

Small enough to care; big enough to deliver 

Chase Leavitt & Co.
Marine Safety & Consulting Since 1854lting Since 1

~EPIRBs, Survival Suits, Life Jackets
~Inspections and Battery Replacement Center
~The Chart Room: Paper Charts, Chart Kits, Books, 
   Navigational Tools, Courtesy Flags and more
~Take out service at our new Portland location! 

84 Cove St, Portland 772-6383
218 Bucksport Rd, Ellsworth 667-9390

www.chaseleavitt.com
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By Christine Cash 

Th e 19th U.S.- Canada Lobster Town Meeting, hosted by the University of Maine 
Lobster Institute, will be held January 18-19, 2024, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in 
Moncton, New Brunswick.   

Th e Town Meeting allows representatives from the lobster industry — har-
vesters, dealers, processors, government, and academia — to convene and 
share perspectives from both sides of the border. Th e 2024 meeting runs all 
day Th ursday, January 18, followed by an evening social, and concludes Friday, 
January 19, at noon. 

Th e American lobster fi shery is facing unprecedented challenges. Whether it’s 
shifting lobster distributions in a warming ocean, gear and gauge modifi ca-
tions, unpredictable global markets, or spatial squeeze, harvesters, dealers, 
and resource managers realize that they need to work together to succeed. 

Town Meeting panels will include:

Addendum 27 (increase of the U.S. minimum gauge size) will address unan-
swered questions and anticipated cross-border market impacts of the January 
2025 gauge change. Panelists will include management leaders, harvesters, 
dealers, live shippers, and processors from the U.S. and Canada.

Marine Spatial Planning - Off shore Wind Development will discuss the status of 
off shore wind developments from Southern New England to Canada. Th e panel 
will include fi shermen from Maine, Southern New England, and Newfoundland, 
as well as representatives from the Responsible Off shore Development Alliance 
(RODA), the Maine Department of Marine 
Resources, and BOEM.

Climate Change and Warming Waters fo-
cuses on where and when lobster is being 
caught, molt times, lobster location, and col-
laborative research initiatives. Panelists will 
include managers, researchers, and harvest-
ers and fi sheries association representatives 
throughout the Gulf of Maine and Atlantic 
Canada. 

2024 U.S.- CANADA LOBSTER TOWN MEETING ON JANUARY 18-19
Innovative Gear will feature gear manufacturers, 
harvesters testing gear, and management repre-
sentatives to share design updates, fi rst-hand ex-
periences, and challenges with gear location and 
confl icts.

A $75 registration fee includes conference materi-
als, meals, and the seafood reception on Th ursday 
evening. Hotel rooms, including parking, are avail-
able at $115/night ($155 CAD).  

Th anks to two generous sources, we are able to 
cover hotel costs for commercial harvesters to 
attend Town Meeting in Moncton. If you want to 
take advantage of this opportunity, please register 
online indicating you are a commercial harvester. 
Th e Lobster Institute will follow up with you di-
rectly about lodging logistics. Th e Crowne Plaza 
is a family-friendly hotel with pool facilities within 
walking distance of downtown amenities. 

Don’t forget to make sure your passport is current, 
but don’t worry if you need a new one. Turnaround 
times are good, and there are expediting options, as well as rush passport op-
tions securable two weeks prior to international travel. 

We welcomed a record number of attendees to our meeting in Portland in 2023, 
with over 200 people hailing from eight states and 
fi ve Canadian provinces, and we hope to do the 
same in 2024. Please reserve early to guarantee 
your spot, as tickets, like last year, are expected 
to sell out. 

For more information, to register or make hotel 
reservations, go to umaine/lobsterinstitute/events

or contact Chris Cash at christina.cash@maine.
edu or 207-975-0003.

Christine Cash is the 

interim director of 

the Lobster Institute 

at UMaine. Lobster 

Institute photo. 
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ties were observed and 15 calves were born.

However, NMFS assumes that for every right whale that is known to have died, 
two additional right whales died but were not seen. Th is is known as cryptic 
mortality. 

Factoring in cryptic mortality, right whale births also exceeded deaths in 2021 
and 2020. In 2021, two right whales were confi rmed dead. One died as a result 
of a vessel strike and the other due to entanglement in Canadian snow crab 
gear. Based on cryptic mortality, NMFS recorded nine deaths and 20 calves that 
year. In 2020, two right whales were confi rmed dead. One was killed by a vessel 
strike and the other was an infant mortality. NMFS recorded seven deaths and 
10 calves that year. 

Th ese fi gures are in stark contrast to 2017 to 2019 when right whale mortalities 
reached record highs. Combined deaths for those three years, including cryptic 
mortality, totaled 92, while combined births totaled only 12. For cases where a 
cause of death was determined, the majority were traced to vessel strikes in the 
U.S. and Canada and entanglement in Canadian fi shing gear. 

Despite the striking improvement since 2019, the conservation community 
remains concerned. “While this is an encouraging change, the number of hu-
man-caused injuries that will likely lead to death or reduced reproduction in 
the future remains high,” said New England Aquarium senior scientist Philip 
Hamilton. “We need to continue to reduce human-caused death and harm to 
this species for the population to trend upward.”

Lobster industry leaders are more optimistic. “U.S. lobstermen have done our 
part to reverse the right whale decline by making our fi shery even safer despite 
zero evidence that right whales are dying in our gear,” stated Kristan Porter, 
president of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association. “Now that right whales are 
successfully feeding again and Canada has put meaningful protections in 
place, I fully expect the right whale population will begin to rebound.” 

In October, NMFS released the results of a new population viability analysis 
(VPA), its latest suite of computer models which predict the right whale popu-
lation in 100 years based on diff erent levels of entanglement in fi shing gear, ves-
sel strike rates, and availability of prey. Th e model results indicate that entan-
glement and vessel strike continue to pose signifi cant threats to right whales. 

Th e model assumes that conditions present in 2019 – when mortalities were 
high and calving was low – will continue for the next 100 years. Th e model con-
cludes that without further management action, the right whale population 
remains at risk of decline.

Th e model examines diff erent threat scenarios to determine the probability of 
extinction. Rather than looking at the probability that threats would result in 
the right whale population reaching zero, the VPA estimates the likelihood of 
“quasi-extinction” in 100 years, which is when right whales are still present but 
there are fewer than 50 proven females.

Under the 2019 baseline conditions, the model predicts a 93% probability of 
quasi-extinction for right whales in 100 years. Th e model then explores a vari-
ety of scenarios. For example, if the whale rules implemented in 2022 reduced 
entanglement by 50%, the population would be expected to increase by 52% in 
100 years, reducing the probability of falling below 50 proven females to 35%. 

Th e model also evaluated the relative impact of threats individually. If all other 
threats remain, removing all entanglement risk reduces probability of quasi-
extinction from 93% to 5%; removing all vessel strike risk reduces it to 34%; 
while removing the threat of limited prey availability only reduces it to 88%.  

NMFS Population Viability Analysis (VPA) Results
Probability of <50 proven females in 100 years (quasi-extinction)

Th reat Scenario Probability of 

Quasi-extinction

No change (2019 baseline) 93%
Entanglement

Remove all entanglement risk, other threats remain 05%
Remove half entanglement risk, other threats remain 35%
Implement 50% weak rope, other threats remain 62%

Vessel Strike
Remove all vessel strike risk, other threats remain 34%

Prey Availability
Remove prey availability, other threats remain 88%

A peer review of the VPA was conducted by the Center for Independent Experts 
in 2022 and included guidance on next steps. Th e panel concluded that the 
VPA incorporated the best available science, but reviewers identifi ed concerns 
and provided a suite of recommendations to improve the model as it is further 
developed. 

Th e reviewers raised concern with certain elements of the model. One re-
viewer noted that the model used 2014-2019 data for entanglement injury 
and mortality rates while using 2010 to 2019 data for other analyses. Th e 
reviewer noted, “Th is is a critical assumption because estimated mortality 
jumps sharply in 2014 from low rates, and 2017 (17 reported deaths) is the 
only year since 1990 with more than 7 reported deaths (Pace et al. 2021).” 
Another reviewer noted that the lack of proper mathematical description of 
the model “has resulted in a ‘jury-rigged’ presentation of the model that re-
mains unclear in parts and impossible for others to check the computations 
of the presented results.” 

Th e Peer Review panel recommended that the VPA use a consistent time period 
— 2010-2019 — for all analysis, provide a proper mathematical description of 
the model and details of the analyses, and include a spatiotemporal structure 
to understand where right whales and human threats overlap so the model can 
meaningfully inform management. 

According to NMFS, this model is a living tool that can be improved, adapt-
ed, and extended as new data, new methods, and new questions arise. 
Additional documentation on the underlying models and the model code 
will be available in a public data repository to promote further development 
and improvements.
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By Melissa Waterman

Resiliency is a term tossed around these days like confetti. You can scarcely 
turn around without being hit in the eyes by “resiliency,” whether it applies to 
Maine’s moose herds, clam beds, or blueberry crop. Merriam-Webster diction-
ary defi nes the word as “the ability to recover from or adjust easily to adversity 
or change.” Figuring out the resiliency of Maine lobster stocks is relatively easy. 
Figuring out the resiliency of Maine’s lobstermen is a lot harder.

Joshua Stoll, assistant professor of marine policy at the University of Maine, has 
been working to do just that. Stoll and his graduate students have spent the past 
two years exploring just how to measure the resiliency of the state’s lobster-
men in the face of a changing marine environment and regulatory structure. 
Funding for his research work has come from the 
Sea Grant American Lobster Research Initiative 
and the Senator George Mitchell Center for 
Sustainability Solutions, among other sources.

“Th e lobster fi shery is important to Maine. We 
have many biological monitoring programs that 
monitor lobsters throughout their life cycle. We 
use those data to triangulate how things are go-
ing. But the lobster fi shery is not just lobster, it’s 
also people. And there are no monitoring pro-
grams to learn how the fi shery is going from a 
people perspective,” Stoll said. “We could all ben-
efi t from thinking about the people.”

To do that, Stoll traveled throughout the coast 
to ask specifi c questions concerning the lobster 
fi shery and fi shermen’s lives. He wanted to know 
what they saw and thought: How do you evaluate 
if fi shermen are having a good fi shing season? 
What is one thing you notice when the lobster fi shery is not doing well? After 
many, many interviews, Stoll and his colleagues sat down to summarize the 
information they had collected. 

Th ey found that answers to their questions varied along the coast. “Th e var-
iability suggested that we think about these issues at a fi ner scale than just 
statewide,” Stoll explained. So they reviewed their data at three scales – state, 
regional, and individual fi shing community.  

MAINE'S LOBSTER FISHERY IS MORE THAN JUST LOBSTERS
Eight issues that related to the resilience of lobstermen stood out: profi tability, 
coastal accessibility, business investments, community change, risk taking, fi -
nancial health, personal spending, and physical and mental health. 

“Th en the question became, how do you measure these things? So we went to 
fi nd data sets connected to these eight areas,” Stoll said. In the end the team 
gathered more than 70 data sets on everything from truck registrations to 
property transfer taxes. Long hours were spent sifting through the data.

“We ran something called a factor analysis. It’s a statistical approach to see how 
these databases fi t together and which ones were important,” Stoll said. Using 
the technique allowed him to understand the importance of each area in diff er-
ent regions of the coast. “For example, coastal accessibility is going down more 

in southern Maine than eastern Maine,” he 
said. “Th e goal of our work is to complement 
what lobstermen know themselves, to under-
stand what’s happening on the coast like we 
understand lobster populations through bio-
logical surveys.”

Th roughout the project, Stoll and colleagues 
have held monthly meetings to report on the sta-
tus of their research. Th e meetings were open to 
all. At fi rst those who were familiar with Stoll and 
his work attended. Slowly more people intrigued 
by his research began to attend, to ask questions, 
correct the researchers, and comment on the pro-
ject’s direction. At the close of the 18th monthly 
meeting, more than 100 fi shermen, community 
members, policy makers, and researchers had 
attended. “It was a diff erent model for us. We’ve 
been showing them the sausage-making process, 
demystifying the results,” he said. 

Stoll is quick to agree about the complexity of calculating something as intan-
gible as resilience among the thousands of diff erent people in diff erent sections 
of the coast who make their living from the lobster fi shery. “But that doesn’t 
mean you can’t fi nd some way to measure it. Th ere are lots of data sets out there 
that can help us understand what’s happening. Th ey are all pieces of the picture 
of resilience,” he said. 

Th e strength of the lobster fi shery relates to the 

resiliency of lobstermen. MLMC photo.
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In the

NEWS

207-615-6483
207-615-6352

NEW ENGLAND FISHERMEN’S STEWARDSHIP ASSOCIATION

DECEMBER 15 IS DEADLINE FOR TRACKERS IN FEDERAL WATERS

Maine lobstermen who fi sh in federal waters have until December 15 to install 
and activate recently distributed tracking devices on their boats to comply with 
a requirement of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) 
approved last year. Th e Particle One devices were sent by the Department of 
Marine Resources (DMR) with an accompanying letter of explanation. Th e 
tracker will collect both the time and position of the boat any time it is moving. 
Th e device will also monitor a boat when it is tied up every six hours until it 
moves again. Th e tracker and three years of cellular data service is provided to 
lobstermen at no cost through congressional appropriations provided to DMR. 
Th e tracker requirement aff ects the 1,055 Maine lobstermen who hold permits 
to fi sh in federal waters.

N. B. CRAB FISHERMEN RECEIVE MONEY TO TEST ROPELESS GEAR

Th e Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) and the New 
Brunswick provincial government announced a total of $2.8 million to help 
fi shermen in New Brunswick test “whale safe” gear for snow crab fi shing. Th e 
government funding will go to the Association des Crabiers Acadiens Inc. (ACA) 
to support the project, which has a total cost of $3.8 million. It is a follow-up to 
a study done in 2018-2020 on the co-existence for North Atlantic right whales 
and snow crab harvesters in the waters off  northern New Brunswick. Th e pro-
ject has three separate activities that will take place over three years: testing 
on-demand technology in closed areas of the Gulf of St. Lawrence with trawls of 
traps, testing fi shing with low-breaking strength rope in open areas of the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence, and tracking whales and vessel activity using hydrophones.

WORKING WATERFRONT PRESERVATION BILL INTRODUCED

In November, Maine Senator Susan Collins and Senator Jack Reed of R.I. in-
troduced the Working Waterfront Preservation Act. Th e bipartisan bill would 
help preserve access for the nation’s fi shermen and maritime workers to the 
waterfronts in coastal communities, supporting the commercial fi shing, aqua-
culture, boatbuilding, and recreational fi shing industries that are vital to cul-

ture, heritage, and economies of coastal communities. According to the most 
recent data from NOAA, commercial and recreational fi sheries are responsible 
for more than 1.7 million jobs in the U.S., $253 billion in sales, and $117 bil-
lion in value-added impacts. Th e bipartisan bill would establish a fi ve-year, $20 
million annual grant program to provide those wishing to improve working 
waterfront property and work within the maritime industries. To be eligible for 
a grant, recipients must permanently protect an area as a working waterfront.

ALL SORTS OF WHALES TRAVERSING GULF OF MAINE THIS FALL

Th e New England Aquarium reported the appearance of dozens of humpback 
whales and endangered fi n whales in the Gulf of Maine’s off shore waters this 
fall. Whale watching companies confi rmed the rare sighting of an endangered 
blue whale 15 miles off shore of Boothbay, Maine. “Th e amount of wildlife we’ve 
seen feeding has really been quite astounding,” Orla O’Brien, a scientist who 
leads the aerial survey team for the New England Aquarium, said in a state-
ment. “From fi n whales lunge feeding on krill, to right whales and basking 
sharks skim feeding side by side, to groups of humpbacks, pods of dolphins and 
a blue whale — all brought here by a large amount of prey in the Gulf of Maine.”

A NEW WAY TO CRACK A NUT

Th is holiday season, forget the nutcracker. Maine lob-
sterman Jacob Knowles, with 2.5 million TikTok follow-
ers, recently posed and defi nitively answered the ques-
tion of how best to crack a walnut. Knowles, known for 
sharing educational videos about lobstering, created a 
series of videos showing a lobster’s ability to crush car-
rots, apples, and a stick of chalk. Th en he decided to test 
a lobster’s crushing strength with an unshelled walnut. 
As his short YouTube video shows, a 1.5-pound shed-
der wasn’t up to the task. It took a 2-pound hard shell 
female lobster to break open the walnut. At the end of 
the test, the large female was returned to the ocean.
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Ward Peck, tank room manager at Luke's Lobster in Portland. 

Doug Stewart photo. 

More details on all of these events can be found online at www.mainelobstermen.org

By MLA staff , from a National Fisherman article

In mid-November, lobstermen, restaurants, and lobster dealers in the Portland area 
raised $24,250 for the victims of the Lewiston mass shooting and their families. 

Lobsters for Lewiston was organized by lobsterman Steve Train of Long Island. 
He contacted individuals from Luke’s Lobster, J’s Oyster, DiMillo’s On the Water, 
and Th e Porthole to support the event. Each restaurant agreed to feature a lob-
ster special on Tuesday, November 14. 

With the restaurants committed, Train then turned to lobstermen and dealers 
to supply the lobsters, and connected them to specifi c restaurants to ensure 
they had what they needed throughout the day. Local lobstermen and dealers 
such as CBS Lobster Inc., Free Range Fish, Looks Lobster, Luke’s Lobster, and 
Ready Seafood all immediately agreed to participate. 

On November 14, the restaurants cooked and prepared the lobster dishes, 
with 100% of the proceeds from the meals going to the Maine Community 
Foundation’s Lewiston Victims and Survivors Fund. 

“Th e dealers’ answers were all a quick yes. We all want to help support the com-
munity, and as lobstermen, we can all agree that the community has been there 
for us when we have needed it,” Train said of the response.  

Steve DiMillo of DiMillo’s On the Water said, “We decided to do a twin lobster 
dinner for the twin cities (Lewiston and Auburn). People came out of the wood-
work for the special and were so pleased to help the families aff ected.”

“To see everyone from the state come down to the city today to help do some-
thing for Lewiston is what this whole state is about. We are happy to help and be 
a part of this,” said Brian Noble, the assistant general manager at Luke’s Lobster.

“We set an estimated pounds for the whole day, and we fl ew through it during the 
lunch rush,” said Patrick Chadbourne, owner and operator of CBS Lobster. “It’s 
awesome to see the community come together, from those on the boats to the 
dealers, to the restaurants, and the people who came out to enjoy and eat lobster.”

LOBSTERS FOR LEWISTON

December 4
Central Maine Regional Shellfi sh Meeting, 2-4 
p.m., Bucksport Town Offi  ce.

December 5-7
New England Fishery Management Council 
meeting, Newport, RI. FMI: https://www.nefmc.

org/calendar/december-2023-council-meeting.

December 6
MLA Board of directors meeting, 5 p.m., Darby’s 
restaurant, Belfast. FMI: 975-4555.

Aquaculture Public Scoping Session - Downeast 
Institute, 6 p.m., Downeast Institute, Beals 
Island.

December 14
Public Hearing on Atlantic Striped Bass Draft 
Addendum II, 6-8 p.m., remote via Teams and at 
DMR offi  ce building, Augusta.

December 15
Deadline for installation of electronic trackers 
for lobster boats operating in federal waters.

January 10
Aquaculture Public Hearing - Stuart Ryan, 1 
p.m., Freeport Town Offi  ce.

January 23-25
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
winter meeting.
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As we come to the end of an eventful 2023, Landings considers the 
complexity of the Maine lobster fi shery, as refl ected in the fami-
lies who make it strong. 

Some lobstermen fi sh from congested western harbors, others 
from tiny ports along the Downeast coast. Some have larger boats 
and bigger engines and head off shore throughout the year. Others 
fi sh grounds inshore, where their fathers and grandfathers fi shed 
before them. Th ere are as many lobstermen and methods of fi sh-
ing as there are stars in the sky but they all have one thing in com-
mon:  each lobsterman is part of a community, linked inexorably 
to a particular place and people. And it is the people of the Maine 
lobster fi shery who we honor and celebrate.

Photos by Cheryl Clegg. 

AT THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR

Th e Crowley family.
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