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THE NORTHEAST FOLKLORE SOCIETY 

South Stevens Hall 
University of Maine 

Orono, Maine 
0441-3-i.9 

Newsletter # 15 • 
July 7, 1978 

·Florence E. Ireland 
Editor 

Alone Again . • Ji"ll Id not 
What with . house-finishing and garden-starting, . cou . .· 

help out •this• time·. So .I'm ,. soloing. again~ -' 'rhere are four_ ':1pcomi~g­
events I'd like' to call your attention to, and a past one that de • 
serves mention (not that others do · nbt -- • I' just happened to be there)• 
Onward then, with the was and four will-be's, plus some other worthy 
stuff. 

Was 
The i;:ast Bent;:.on -Music Show, on Sunday ,., .June 25th, was enhanced 

by sunny . skies . and fresh mown hay. Held in .• a. field in East ~en ton,, 
and an expansion of last year's East• Benton Fiddle Contes~, it bo~st­
ed a roster of talent which included the Northern Valley Boys, Edie 
Boughty, Bill Bonyun, the mime group Streets, Wild Mountain Thyme; 
and more but I had to leave for a dinner engagement and so missed the 
rest. There were perhaps 1000 people in attendanc_e, most there for 
the chance to meet old and new -friends as much as for the music. Re­
freshment were of .the healthy type,.: and the ·usua'.i. pre-show jamming by . 
performers and friends seemed .unusually orgainized, and 'thoroughly •• 
delightful . . I ; ,was - told that . a barn dance was to follow later that · 
evening, which_; must 'have turned out well judging from ·the exhuberance 
of audience ~nd performers alike. 'TWas a lovely -afternoon· and .I . 
wish I could have staye~ for the whole thing. • 

Will-be . . ... • . 
The M~ine Fesbiy.al, held again at Bowdoin · College in Brunswick; 

will run from . July 28th through July 30th, beginning at noon each day·. 
Some modificatiol)S have been made in physic.al layout and scheduling, • 
based on last year's observations, with apparently no sacrifice of 
quality or variety . . _Happily, all exhibits will remain open until 8:00 
p.m., to accomo~ate evening ticket-holders~ • 

Exhibits this year, to mention only a few, will feature Russian 
Fireplace Building, glass blowing, Shaker herb drying and m:;es, Shaker 
spinning and weaving,. chain saw sculpture, tatting, rughooking, a 
craft show, and the act~al building of a Cornerstones house right on 
the grounds! . 

There will ag.ain be a Children's ·-Area, · with Clown Al, Stre:ets, 
the Shoestring Puppets, ,and dancing by a' group of Passamaquoddy .' Indian 
children, to highlight some.. •• • • . 

Storytellers Don Taverner-, Nettie. Mitchell, Joh~ carne;y, . ·Marshall ' 
Dodge, Kendall ,Morse, «:tnd Jud Strunk will be there. Three types of 
Indian basketmaking will be demonstrated: sweetgrass, porcupine quill 
an~ mountain ash. Sipsis, the Penobscot poetess whose powerful ere- ' 
ations portray her experiences as a Native Ame,rican, wil-.1 be a special : 
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feature. There will be a Shaker vesper sei:;vic~, a demonstration by 
the S.A.L.T. group, boatbui,ldin.g, furtrapping~· sawfiling, crooked_kn~fe 
craftsmanship, cello and guitar building, a ~lqwn's convention, fid­
dlers' convention, opera, Morris dancing, bluegrass,.· a rock dance, 
David Ingraham, readings by Richard, Sewall, ·· th~ Argyle Highlanders, 
jazz -- the list continues. Go. I guarentee You will be neither 
bored nor disappointed. 

By the way, our fearless leader, Sandy Ives, will be singing 
lumbermen's songs from 2:00-3:00 on Saturday, the 29th, and later that 
afternoon and evening ·wili:· come Bill Bonyun, Edie Doughty, Chuck 
Krueger and his band, Wild Mountain Thyme, Kendall Morse, and David 
Mallett. 

The Search Is On 
Sue Ostroff, this year's Folklife Director for the Maine Festival, 

is looking for someone who can do old-time whittling, such as • res·u1 ts 
in gumboxes, chain and ball, and fans. Also, she needs mouth ?rgan 
players and stepdancers. Anyone knowing of or being any of these, 
please contact her at the Maine State Museum, Augusta, Maine 04333. 
She will be eternally grateful. 

Will-be #2 
The Folksong Festival, successor to Orono's Folksongs in February, -.; ; 

will be held at Wesleyan College, Middletown, Connecticut, August 4, 
5, and 6. There will be free daily workshops, a free Pub Conqert from 
6-7 p.m. on the 5th, and at 10:30 .a.m. on Saturday, a free Chi],.gren's 
Concert with Carolyn and Sandy .Paton, Sparky Rucker,. and Jim [)ot,iglas. 
All evening concerts will be . given twice to allow for maximum atten­
dance. Here's a rµ,n down of · the performers in each .concert: 

Concert A 
Sandy Ives 
Margaret Christl 
Gale Huntington 
Sparky Rucker 
Debbie McClatchy 
Wendy Gross 
Joe Hickerson 
Vaughn and George 

Ward 

Concert B 
Peter Bellamy , . 
Margaret MacArthur 
Norman· Kennedy 
Helen :schneyer 
Grannie Riddle 
Jeff Warner 
Jeff Davis 
Bill Shute 
Lisa Null 

Concert C 
Carolyn arid . ,Sandy 

Paton 
• I David Jones 

Joan Sprung 
Dan Smith 
Roy Berkely 
Tim Woodbridge 
Mick Maloney 
.Rosalie Sorrels 
Seamus Ennis . 

Tickets are $5.00 each .conceit or all three f6r $12~00~ '. student; and 
senior citizens will . l:>e .. charged $2.50 each or ' tfrree;,-:fior . $6.00. :: In-. 
formation and tickets. '. cqin-· be . obtained from: Foiksong , Festivai•: • 
Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut 064.57 •--·~ Tioket o'tders 
will be accepted up ,:t? July 26th. Otherwise, you' 11·, have to take your 
chances at the door·. • 1 • • 

Will-be #3 . .. . 
The Catskill Folk Festival, celebratirig ' the folklore· of the · _. 

·various peoples of the Catskill region, will be held August 12 ,~nd 13: 
at the Catskill Ski Center iri Andes, New York. Much of the folk music . 
at this year's festival will be material col:;Lected from.: George · Edwards; .• · 

a Catskill Mountain ballad singer. Although George Edwards died in the 
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late l940's, his songs remain alive in the voices of young campers 
who learned_ t.roil,l him . at Camp Wo(?9,land. . .. . . 

Pete Seege·r will · sing at · th~ festivaT . ' He attended one of the 
first of camp Woodland's festiv~ls and holds a ·-warm :spot in h~s heart · 
for Catskill . 'folklore. • • 1 • •• •• • · • • ., 1 • • • • : • • 

The weekend will begin with Folk Forums concerning Catskill lore_, 
such as anti-rent folklore, folk music and dance. There will_ bea • : 
forum on :the life arid · music of George Edwardsas · we11· as tapes .of his 
singing available ' for listenipg ._ •• Tr~ditiorial Ca~skill }:ood,~ ~ill be . 
~ffe~ed thr~u~ho~t the weekend. ~tory telling and ~am sessi~ns are 
e~pect~d -t.Q spril)g up in t~e inspiring atmosphere. Cq.ildren s _games 
and entertainment will be part ot the festi'vai, too. There ; will be 
an afte;rnoon folk music concert and· a square _cia?lce iri t~~ evening. An 

• old time hymn sing i$ planned · for Sunday morninq to be followed by · a _ 
potluck· picnic. · Potiqcks are a ·' traditional part of group meetings · in , 
the .Catskills. • ~unday afternoon .will., be filled with entertainment and 
education. . . . • • • . . . • . ·, • • . , . . . . 

_Again this year the Delaware . County Scottish Society will be -~t . 
the f es ti val with a group of bagpipers~ • • Ther~ wil 1 also be a demop"'." 
stration of the weaving of tartans, . and other ethnic!: · areas · o _f C~1rp1<,ill 
culture will be. included as well. • • . • ."" ' . 

' The School ~:i::- C~qnt+Y 'ii ving will);how d:ispf-a~~ and dembnst:rations 
of · traditional · jobs .· acme in the Catskill _ M9~ntains ~ • Tpere will be an 
exhibit of Catskill Folk Art · emphasizihg Catskill carvers in wood g.hd 
stbnei • Paintings o'f Nellie ·Bly Balla~a of : Roxl;>ury will . also ,be shown. 
A fiddlers' hoedown will fea~ure many traditional old. time · fid~lers. 

• The Catskill Ski Center . his fa9ilities for carrying on the. Fe~ti­
val in any weather. · There is space for tent and trailer camping · on 
the premises, but arrangements must be made ,in . advance. Food will 'be 
sold on the grounds during the entire Festival~ - • • , . 

Wi'll-be #4 . 
The Common '·Ground Cotlntry Fair -will retu:r::n thi~ year on Septemper 

22,23, and 24 at the Faj.:tgrounds in Litchfield, Ma;i..ne . . Successful 
. • J .• • . . ' • .. .. 

last year beyond all . anticip?ttion, .' this no nonsense, - lej,surely, living-· 
oriented ' event . brougnt toget,her homesteaders, , established farmers, , 
city folk with .country ideas, and . others in an enviroment of peaceful 
learning and sharirig, greatly, enhanced by theenormqus variety of 
wholesome food, the aromas o.~ which insur_ed steady lines .·,in the . eating 
area. •, 

This year there ,'win:. be demonstrations in ti'nsmithing, spinning 
angora · wool, solar gree'nhouses, plant dy,es, chair caning, , using sea­
weed,: to · name just a few . .. Featured spea~ers wil.l be Wendell. Berry, 
J .eff Cox, and ·the Nearings. . There· will be at _ least. 11 different ani­
mal displays, including a chicken flying. c.ont~~t! There will be 
booths representing small farm· mach.inery, ai ternati ve energy. sources, 
shelter; and social action. · ·Entertainment will ,include Marshall • • 

.. Dodge, Noel Stookey, ; the· Danvilie Junction Boy's, Wiid Mountain Thyme, 
the Pine Hill String Band, Joe Perham, and more. - . . : , -
.· .Children's Day, September 22nd, will feature a petting farm,. 
chil,dren's theatre, puppets, clowns, storytellers ,, jugglers, magi ... 
cians, games, music ahd a Pumpkin Growing Conte.s ·t, seeqs having ·already 
been distributed to local school children. (Adam's seeds all came up 
and the plants are healthy,_but his cousin Geoffrey planted his in the 
compost pile -- humph!) •1 • ··, ' . ,• 



i C • 
. r- • . .. .. 

Tickets:·' ~~e only $2 ._00 pe;-, .qay, ~l. 00 ·:<?n . Children I s I>ay, and the 
Fairbook . can be .obta:i2ned 'in _ad'\Y.ance by __ se_ndi.ng 50¢ to -.Common Ground 
Country :Fai:i-pook) ,. Box 188, Hallowell, Maine 0434 7 • after Augus·t 1st • 

,:.: : • .: ··:: '. ~· 
Treasure Hunt News . .. • 

From Eaie Doughty.,· here•:s · the latest_ on .this vibran't group: • 
Thanks : to all. •of you :wh0·· '-~ontributed to 'the Gene Bbnyun·. Merrior'ia~_ 

Treasur·e aunt Fllnd,. . Part of ·th~ monies were used as a matchii:ig. fund • 
for a grant · from .;the Maine- State Commission on Arts. and Human1. ties ~o_r 
an exciting pilot project· .headed by Bill Bonyun. Bill spent, hours in°'." 
terviewing .and pilotograplling • George R~chardson, a · lobsterm~n . '?n • ~-lest-:- . 
port Island, _and his family about their experienc~s ;_as a .: f1.7_~1,:ng _fa~ily • 
Bill honed these hours and hours of tape and multJ.t'l,lde of ,piatures 
taken by Nick · D~an :· down to a ·three section presentation. T~e si~th 
grade ; stud,ents 9£ Ri<::hmond and Woolwich were the lucky rece_ive.rs·_of 
these pres·entations. The first day Bill went into the cl_assroom and 
s howed slides of Gec:>1:::ge ·and his famil,y and played them a ·seriEfa of in­
t erviews. 'The next1 day George himseif\~ent into _the .cla~sroom: and. • . 
brought in live lobsters, crabs, nets ', · traps and more slides. Jn Rich­
mond the scheduled hour stretched into .a two and a half hour ·session 
with students. opting _not to go out for 'recess! The third daf; George's 
son · Gary went in .with Ge0rge:. and they taugµt the class ' how to . ~mild 
a lobster · trap~ Bill at this very moment .is p9-lling together his . re­
port for the Maine 1state Comtnis:3ion, and looki11g forward - to the,ir _· 
r eaction and S\lggestions. If ·all goes well, this is the ;beginning .of 
a series of such pro.j~qts coordinated ·py various: Treasure · Hunt staff 
people. . . • . 

Speaking of ·Treasure Hunt, besides having ,the offerings of work-
shops in classrooms· such as bas·ket we·aving, puppetry, Indian lore, and 
more, we have some new artists that have grouped togethe r with two of 
us old standbys and formed a Traveling Treasure- Hunt .Festival. The 
"Traveling Festival" consist of that oldstimey music group The Grey 
Goose made up .. byBob Chi:Lds, Danny Clifford and Jeff McKeen, and the 
mime troupe Streets which . is Tony Owen and Richa:t::d Green, Bill Bonyun, 
anq rou~s truly ~ _We ._qpened June 1 under the join.t auspices of the 
Commission . of Arts an4. -Hu1;1ani ties a nd the Pare,nt -Teacher.s club of Tops­
ham at the ·Mount Ararat iiigh_ School. ·It was a great e veni ng hosted by 
r:iarshall Dodge. All of us did o u r own acts in the f ir:•:;t h a lf and then 
17:1 ~he second half brought our acts togethe.r . for a h igh energy com­
bining o; 

11 
forms. We op~ned t~e, second half with the sorig-· ''.The _¢at 

Ca~e Bac.K · .s1;1ng , by ~11 including the audience and with Ton:;c and Richard · 
beii:ig ';ery winsome cats. :We then switched ' into a water 'therne ··with such , 
va71at1.on~ as Bi~l - Bonyu:1 "l .eadin~ the c~ew in se~ .shan.t-ie s ', Streets .•. • 
doin~ their . amazing dowsing ~outines• which some of you sf .i>r a t our Cele-- ; 
bra ti~n f?r Gene, and · c1l~ . qf us. ending· :ttie ~E:gment b y t:d:r:.,3-:. ·::'lg "Water- •• 
bound whi7h had ~ surpr~_se ending when Marshall dur,::;:,t·d i.~. <{~~s s of water.,: 
on my head. The _ Travel1ng 'rreasure HU:nt , Festival" is doing som~ .f~sti­
vals and recreation. departments · this summer . and , wi 11- be , ading workshops : . 
and performances th3rs f~ll al.L around Maine~ . If you -•a : like us to come • . . : 
to y~ur area~ please wr.ite ,to me at West:.port Isl:and 0·4578 .and .I'll send 
you information. Have a good summer. ' ·'•· • . t . 

. Edi e <bou~h ty 
Westport Island 



Help Build A Gundalow 
A what? 

-s-

A gundalow, which is, although I probably don't have to tell you, 
a river vessel which carried goods. The people at Strawberry Banke 
are going to build one, over a two-year period, using traditional 
methods, and under the guidance of a local boat builder named Bud 
McIntosh. After launching, the vessel will visit communities on the 
Piscataqua River, providing a mobile exhibit and educational program. 
It is the goal of this project to build a gundalow which will serve 
as the focal point of the river's once vital role in the lives of its 
people., 

The gundalow will be based on the lines of the Fannie M., the 
last working gundalow on the Piscataqua. The Fannie M. was built in 
1886 at Adams' Point, Durham, by Capt. Edward H. Adams. The gundalow, 
69 feet in length ~ith a beam of 19 feet, will be fitted with the 
traditional sailing rig unique to the Piscataqua River gundalow. It 
will have no engine. 

They need financial support to make this project a reality. In­
formation can be obtained by writing: Strawberry Banke/Gundalow 
Project, P.O. Box 1303, Portsmouth, New Hampshire 03801. 

"SUTHIN' II 

We hope your copy of "Suthin'" (Northeast Folklore XVIII:1977) 
arrived safely, we also hoped you are enjoying it. We're rather 
pleased with it, in spite of the goofed-up pages 10 and 11. It's 
always good news when we get an issue out. Unfortunately our pleasure 
has been marred by the bad news we must pass on : Grover Morrison died 
Sunday, June 18, just three days after we delivered .,the completed b.ook 
to him. He and his wife spent may of his last hours reading the book 
through together. He was delighted with it. He went on his way very 
quietly, a little over a month into his eighty-seventh year. 

DAVID INGRAHAM'S RECORD 
It's finally happened. Dave has put out an album containing his 

songs. Title: "Back in Maine Again." Cost: $5.95 + .30 Maine sales 
tax if applicable. (Make your check out to Dave, by the way, and mail 
it to him at the Time Out, 451 s. Main St., Brewer, Maine 04412.) For 
your money you'll get such old favorites as "Dr. Ganong" and some new 
ones like "The Hairpiece that Belonged to Mayor Brountas." It's good 
fun, this album. 

All For Now 
This is the greenest, most fragrant summer I can remember 

or maybe I've just gotten better at noticing it. In any case, the 
garden, the pigs, and Adam are all growing, and Jill gave me a won­
derful surprise last month: an antique birdbath! Back in the fall. 



: ·, 
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