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About this collection
Title: George Willis Bailey Papers

Creator: George Willis Bailey, (1922-2017)

Identifier/Call Number: Center for Restoration Studies Manuscripts #592

Physical Description: 6 linear feet (4 boxes)

Dates (Inclusive): 1937-2005

Dates (Bulk): 1960-1995

Location: Center for Restoration Studies

Language of Materials: English

Scope and Content Note:
The Bailey papers contain sermons notes and materials reflective of the breadth of his preaching
career. It also contains materials collected by or presented to Bailey. Most of the materials are
paper-based, but there are a number of cassette tapes and other media types.

Biographical Note:

George W. Bailey, 95, passed away on Saturday November 11, 2017. He is survived by his son,
Philip (Gaye) Bailey; daughter-in-law, Jill (Phil) Hoebelheinrich; grandchildren, David Todd
(Lisa) Bailey; Will (Ani) Bailey; Kimber (Ryan) Scott; Caleb (Tara) Bailey; Ben (Lyric) Bailey;
Kenzie (Danny) Wilson; and 13 great-grandchildren.

Bailey was preceded by his wife of sixty-eight years, Ela Beth, and eldest son, David.

Born April 3, 1922 in Ola, TX, Mr. Bailey began preaching at age fourteen. He attended
Freed-Hardeman College, Southwestern Oklahoma State, University of New Mexico and
Abilene Christian College. For more than fifty years, Mr. Bailey was an influential preaching
minister and touched thousands of lives serving churches in Oklahoma, New York, New Mexico
and Texas as well as traveling extensively and preaching in campaigns all over the world on six
continents including a rare privilege preaching in Russia in 1958. He was a guest speaker at the
1964 World's Fair in New York City. For three years, Mr. Bailey was a regular speaker on Herald
of Truth radio & television, a staff writer for three Christian publications, and an author.1

Administrative Information
Immediate Source of Acquisition: G. Philip Bailey

1 Adapted from https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/abilene-tx/george-bailey-7642045 Accessed 8
December 2023.

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/abilene-tx/george-bailey-7642045


Date of Acquisition: 15 June 2023
Accession Number: R2023.026
Date of Accession: 21 September 2023
Accessioned by: Amanda Dietz
Processor and Date of Processing: Amanda Dietz, November 2023
Finding Aid Creator and Date: Amanda Dietz, Mac Ice, and Emma Boerm, November 2023



Using this collection
Processing Status: Processed

Conditions Governing Access:Materials are housed in the Abilene Christian University Special
Collections and Archives, Brown Library, Abilene Christian University in Abilene, Texas and are
non-circulating. Access is available during normal business hours; prior appointments are
preferred.

Conditions Governing Use:Materials are housed in the Abilene Christian University Special
Collections and Archives, Brown Library, Abilene Christian University in Abilene, Texas and are
non-circulating. Access is available during normal business hours; prior appointments are
preferred.

Preferred citation: [identification of item], [file or folder name], George Willis Bailey Papers,
1937-2005. Center for Restoration Studies MS #592. Abilene Christian University Special
Collections and Archives, Brown Library. Abilene Christian University, Abilene, TX.

Copyright notice: Unless transferred in writing to Abilene Christian University, copyright is
retained by the authors of these materials, or their descendants, as stipulated by United States
Copyright Law (Title 17 US Code). Researchers are responsible for using these materials in
conformance with copyright law.

Arrangement of Materials: The processors retained the original order as received.

Separated Materials: Tracts, pamphlets, and periodicals separated for cataloging.

Subjects and Keywords
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Manuscripts



Inventory

Box 1
[First Folder] Finding Aid
Mark
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy
2 Timothy
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation
Philip
Evangelism I
Evidences - Evolution
[personal workers class]
Personal Evangelism
Holy Spirit
Giving
Sabbath
Doctrines
“The Challenges of Christ”
“The Boundaries of Prayer”
“He was but a Youth”
“Lord, I Believe”
“Love Beareth and Believeth All Things”
“Don’t be a Fool,” 19 September 1965
“How God’s Word is Blasphemed,” 7 February 1965
“An Enemy Hath Done This,” 20 September 1964
“Why Not be Saved Now?,” 29 March 1964



“Lovelessness,” 4 February 1964
“The When of Discipline”
“What Profit Should We Have If We Pray?”
“Exerting Christian Influence in the Community,” Central Christian College Leadership, 31

March 1958
“Denominationalism,” 1962
“Life’s Inadequate Harbors,” 7 July 1963
“Let the Bible Answer”
“The Day the Church Began”
“Lest Satan Get an Advantage of Us”/ “Don’t Give Satan a Foothold”
“They Took Him Even As He Was”
“A Little Child Shall Lead Them”
“Will America Always be Blessed?,” 7 December 1964
“Can we Find Such a One as This?”
“Within Thine Own Power,” 14 July 1963
Gospel Meeting Poster, 29 June 1958
Questions for our Adventist friends
“Jehovah’s Witnesses,” by Jim Chamblee, May 1975
“Which is the Safer Way?,” 8 March 1964
“Is it a Small Matter?,” 15 March 1964
“What it Means to Repent,” 22 March 1964
“Why Not be Saved Now?,” 29 March 1964
“A Way that Seems Right,” 5 July 1964
“Has God Asked Too Much?,” 12 July 1964
“Are God’s Consolations Too Small?,” 19 July 1964
“God of the Hills, But Not of the Valleys,” 26 July 1964
“As I Behold Your Devotions,” 2 August 1964
“How Great is Your Faith?,” 9 August 1964
“Before Baptism, and After Baptism,” 16 August 1964
“Bringing a Soul to Christ,” 23 August 1964
“The Cost of Being Lost,” 30 August 1964
“I have Played the Fool,” 6 September 1964, #658
“Thou Hast Destroyed Thyself,” 13 September 1964, #659
“An Enemy Hath Done This,” 20 September 1964, #660
“How Christians Should View Death,” 27 September 1964, #661
“We Shape Our Future,” 3 January 1965, #675
“What in Life has Value?,” 10 January 1965, #676
“The Rich Man and Lazarus,” 17 January 1965, #677
“Come and See for Yourself,” 24 January 1965, #678
“The Law and the Gospel,” 31 January 1965, #679
“How God’s Word is Blasphemed,” 7 February 1965, #680
“What John Said About Christ,” 21 February 1965, #682
“The Establishment of the Lord’s Kingdom,” 28 February 1965, #683
“Is Church Membership Really Necessary?,” 7 March 1965, #684
“Felix Trembled,” 14 March 1965, #685
“New Testament Christianity: God’s Ecumenical Movement,” 21 March 1965, #686



“Why I am a Member of the Church of Christ,” 28 March 1965, #687
“The Lost Sense of Wonder,” 4 July 1965, #701
“The Marvel of Divine Forgiveness,” 11 July 1965, #702
“Consider the Son of God,” 18 July 1965, #703
“The Greatest of All Ifs,” 25 July 1965, #704
“The Second Coming of Christ,” 1 August 1965, #705
“Was Christ Born of a Virgin?,” 8 August 1965, #706
“Don’t Give Satan the Advantage,” 15 August 1965, #707
“Neither Give Place to the Devil,” 22 August 1965, #708
“Ye Have Heard it Said,” 29 August 1965, #709
“Infant Baptism,” 5 September 1965, #710
“A Bed Too Short and Cover Too Narrow,” 12 September 1965, #711
“Don’t be a Fool,” 19 September 1965, #712
“Could You Say That?,” 26 September 1965, #713
“The Origin of the Church,” N. T. Church #6
“The Attractive Christ”
“The Insanity of Sin”
“A Man’s Life”
“The Power of the Atonement for Today”
“Who is this Man Called Jesus?”
“Happiness”
“We Become What We Think About”
“What Distinguished Christ from Others?”
“They Addicted Themselves”
“Are You as Wise as They?”
“Can You Recommend Your Religion?”
“Respect for Authority”
“What does the Future Hold?”
“The Personal Work Program”
“Consider and Criticize the Following”
“Consider and Criticize the Following”
[calendar]
Nehemiah
“What Does the Future Hold?”
“Lest Satan Get an Advantage of Us”
“Can We Find Such a One as This?”
“What Do You See?”
“The Long Way Around”
“Some False Concepts of God”
“Psalms I
“Let’s Go Up A Force”
“Seeing”
“Respect for Authority”
“God of the Hills, but not of the Valleys”
“There is None Like It”
“A Definition or a Demonstration?,” 21 July 1963



“In the Days of Thy Youth,” 4 August 1965
“He Knew Not that Lord was Departed,” 19 November 1961
“She Hath Done What She Could,” 23 August 1964
“Please do not Disturb,” 27 September 1964
[hand-written sermon notes]
“What About Instrumental Music in Worship?,” 1 September 1963
“Have you Resigned or Re-Signed,” 1 January 1967
“Do All to the Glory of God”
“What Baptism Will and Will Not Do”
“Why Should You be Interested in the Bible School?”
“Jesus’ Prayer for Unity,” Summer 1975
“The Law and the Gospel,” 31 January 1965

Box 2
“The Lost Sense of Wonder,” 4 July 1965
“Getting Better Acquainted with God,” 14 February 1965
“Open Your Eyes to Greatness,” 6 January 1943
“Measuring Ourselves by Christ,” 13 January 1963
“How Christ was Different,” 20 January 1963
“How Interested are You in Christ?,” 27 January 1963
“Has the Messiah Come?,” 3 February 1963
“Why Believe in God?,” 10 February 1963
“Why Obey God?,” 17 February 1963
“How Faithful God is,” 24 February 1963
“When God says ‘No’,” 3 March 1963
“Do You Really Want to be Saved?,” 10 March 1963
“Why not be Baptized?,” 17 March 1963
“The Preaching that Saves,” 24 March 1963
“Are You Honest with God?,” 31 March 1963
“Life’s Inadequate Harbors,” 7 July 1963
“Within Thine Own Power,” 14 July 1963
“Taking Christ as He is,” 21 July 1963
“Let the Bible Itself Speak,” 28 July 1963
“Will God Always Bless America?,”
“The Sin of Pride,” 11 August 1963
“Why Many Prayers Don’t Work,” 18 August 1963
“But They Made Light of it,” 25 August 1963
“What About Instrumental Music in Worship?,” 1 September 1963
“Joy, a Conquest of a Consequence?,” 8 September 1963
“What Shall I do for My Child?,” 15 September 1963
“Are you Sure You’re Saved? 22 September 1963
“A Day of Surprises!,” 29 September 1963
“Let’s take on Inventory,” 5 January 1964
“Christ’s Love for the Church,” 12 January 1964
“Can You Recommend Your Religion?,” 19 January 1964
“Jesus’ Prayer for Unity,” 26 January 1964



“That Which Cannot be Overthrown,” 2 February 1964
“A Model for Young People,” 9 February 1964
“Are You Bound to do it?,” 16 February 1964
“Thy Will be Done,” 23 February 1964
“Respect for Authority,” 1 March 1964
“Which is the Safer Way?,” 8 March 1964
“Is it a Small Matter?,” 15 March 1964
“What it Means to Repent,” 22 March 1964
“Why Not be Saved Now?,” 29 March 1964
“A Way that Seems Right,” 5 July 1964
“Has God Asked Too Much?,” 12 July 1964
“Are God’s Consolations too Small?,” 19 July 1964
“God of the Hills, but not of the Valleys,” 26 July 1964
“As I Beheld Your Devotions,” 2 August 1964
“How Great is Your Faith?,” 9 August 1964
“Before Baptism and After Baptism,” 16 August 1964
“Bringing a Soul to Christ,” 23 August 1964
“That Cost of Being Lost,” 30 August 1964
“I have Played the Fool,” 6 September 1964
“Thou Hast Destroyed Thyself,” 13 September 1964
“An Enemy Hath Done This,” 20 September 1964
“How Christians Should View Death,” 27 September 1964
“We Shape Our Own Future,” 3 January 1965
“What in Life has Value?,” 10 January 1965
“The Rich Man and Lazarus,” 17 January 1965
“Come and See for Yourself,” 24 January 1965
“The Law and the Gospel,” 31 January 1965
“How God’s Word is Blasphemed,” 7 February 1965
“Getting Better Acquainted with God.” 14 February 1965
“What John said About Christ,” 21 February 1965
“The Establishment of the Lord’s Kingdom,” 28 February 1965
“Is Church Membership Really Necessary?,” 7 March 1965
“Felix Trembled,” 14 March 1965
“New Testament Christianity: God’s Ecumencial Movement,” 21 March 1965
“Why I am a Member of the Church of Christ,” 28 March 1965
“The Lost Sense of Wonder,” 4 July 1965
“The Marvel of Divine Forgiveness,” 11 July 1965
“Consider the Son of God,” 18 July 1965
“The Greatest of All Ifs,” 25 July 1965
“The Second Coming of Christ,” 1 August 1965
“Was Christ Born of a Virgin?,” 8 August 1965
“Don’t Give Satan the Advantage,” 15 August 1965
“Never Give Place to the Devil,” 22 August 1965
“Ye Have Heard it Said,” 29 August 1965
“Infant Baptism,” 5 September 1965
“A Bed Too Short and Cover too Narrow,” 12 September 1965



“Don’t be a Fool,” 19 September 1965
“Could you Say That?,” 26 September 1965
“Will God Always Bless America?,”
“Has the Messiah Come?,” 3 February 1963
“Who is God?,” Freed-Hardeman Lectureship, 2 February 1997
“An Interview with George Bailey”
“Regarding the Resurrection”
“Reflections: My Life in Preaching”
“Reflections: My Life in Preaching”
“An Outline Study of Elders, their Work and Qualifications”
“The Church of Christ is Distinctive to Identity”
“The Church Faces the Future with Confidence,” 29 August 1965
“Basic Doctrine: A Course for New Converts”
“Is There Somebody Out There?”
“Christianity, A Spiritual Religion”
“New Testament Christianity: God’s Ecumencial Movement”
“Teaching by Personal Example,” 19 February 1956
“Jesus’ Prayer for Unity”
“God’s Plan for Unity,” for Freed-Hardeman Lectureship, 5 February 1974
“The Law and the Gospel”
“Will God Keep a Promise?”
“God Cares: Seek Ye First the Kingdom”
“The Church Faces the Future with Confidence,” 8 October 1957
“Denominationalism”
“The Love of Christ” by Richard Rogers and Bill Yasko
“Is Conscience a Safe Guide?,” 1 August 1965
“Importance of Influence,” 7 August 1958
“Eight Questions to Consider”
“The Greatest of These is Love”
“Questions for Self-Evaluation,” 17 June 1973
“Will the Church Survive?”
“The Immovable Kingdom”
“Lord, I Believe,” 20 October 1976
“Jesus is Lord”
“What Profit, If We Pray?”
[loose materials]
“Evangelism and Conversion”
“Worship”
“Giving”
[loose notes]: (1 of 11)
[loose notes]: (2 of 11)
[loose notes]: (3 of 11)
[loose notes]: (4 of 11)

Box 3
[loose notes]: (5 of 11)



[loose notes]: (6 of 11)
[loose notes]: (7 of 11)
[loose notes]: (8 of 11)
[loose notes]: (9 of 11)
[loose notes]: (10 of 11)
[loose notes]: (11 of 11)
George W. Bailey 1987 Notes and Schedule
George W. Bailey 1988 Notes and Schedule
George W. Bailey 1991 Notes and Schedule
George W. Bailey 1992 Notes and Schedule
George W. Bailey 1993 Notes and Schedule
George W. Bailey 1995 Notes and Schedule
George W. Bailey 1996 Notes and Schedule
George W. Bailey 1997 Notes and Schedule
George W. Bailey 1999 Notes and Schedule
George W. Bailey 2001 Notes and Schedule
George W. Bailey 2005 Notes and Schedule
George W. Bailey 2007 Notes and Schedule
George W. Bailey 2008 Notes and Schedule
George W. Bailey 2009 Notes and Schedule
“Who’s Who Among High School Students in Texas 1940”
“Holy Bible, KJV”
“Holy Bible, NIV” - Published in 1984, annotated
“New Testament, ASV” - Annotated
[George’s first or early Bible] “Holy Bible, ASV, teacher’s edition” - Annotated
“Holy Bible, NIV, giant print” - Published 1990, annotated

Box 4
[biographical materials]: (1 of 2)
[biographical materials]: (2 of 2)
Cassette Tape Set: “Christ in You - The Hope of Glory,” Skillman Ave. Church of Christ -

Dallas, 1976

Bible Class: “For Show or to Show,” George Bailey, 11 July 1976
“Is Christ in You?,” George Bailey, 11 July 1976
“Why Some Leave the Faith,” George Bailey, 12 July 1976
“Freedom in Christ,” George Bailey, 13 July 1976
“You’ll Not Want to Miss Heaven,” George Bailey, 14 July 1976

Cassette Tape Set: “Undenominational Christianity in a Time of Peril, Part II: Strategy for
Success,” Waterview Church of Christ, 2 May 1998

Keynote Address: “Take Two Aspirin and Call Me in the Morning,” Robert Oglesby, Sr.
“The Role of Women in Worship (for women),” Nancy Ferguson
“Is Baptism All That Important,” Dr. Jack Evans
“How to Have a Biblically-Based Youth Ministry,” Russell McLaughlin
“The Church at the Crossroads - 100 Years Ago and Now,” Dr. Earl West



“Being Led By the Spirit,” Truitt Adair
“Balance - Key to Growing Churches,” Harold Taylor
“Can the Church Grow in Troubled Times?,” Kent Allen
“Texts Misused in Pursuit of Unity,” David Tarbet
“Lessons From Promise Keepers,” Kerry Holton
Closing Keynote: “Who is In the Fellowship?,” Carl Mitchell

Cassette Tape: “Tribute to George Bailey,” 31 May 1987
Cassette Tape: “Prestoncrest 20 yr. Reunion,” 16 August 1992

Side A: “What We Can Learn From Our Past,” George Bailey, A.M.
Side B: “Getting Ready for the Future,” Mebe Peters, P.M.

Cassette Tape: August 1996
Side A: “A Tour of Torment,” Vance Crowe, 17 August 1996
Side B: “If I Miss Heaven,” George Bailey, 18 August 1996

Cassette Tape: September 22nd, 1996
Side A: “Worship Service,” George Bailey, A.M.
Side B: “Thought-Provoking Questions,” George Bailey, P.M.

Cassette Tape: September 1996
Side A: “Thought-Provoking Questions,” George Bailey, 23 September 1996, P.M.
Side B: “George Bailey,” 24 September 1996. P.M.

Cassette Tape: “George Bailey,” 25 September 1996, P.M.
Cassette Tape: The Church of Christ in Katy, 14 September 1997

Side A: “A.M. Class,” George Bailey
Side B: “A.M. Worship,” George Bailey

Cassette Tape: The Church of Christ in Katy, 14-15 September 1997
Side A: “P.M. Worship,” George Bailey, 14 September 1997
Side B: “Monday Night,” George Bailey, 15 September 1997

Cassette Tape: The Church of Christ in Katy, 16-17 September 1997
Side A: “Tuesday Night,” George Bailey, 16 September 1997
Side B: “Wednesday Night,” George Bailey, 17 September, 1997

Cassette Tape: “Bible Class - Aud.,” George Bailey, 22 September 1996, A.M.
Cassette Tape:

“Bible Class - Sunday, A.M.,” George Bailey, 10 May 1998
“Have You Taken Inventory Lately?,” George Bailey

Cassette Tape
Side A: “Redigging Old Wells - Sunday, A.M.,” George Bailey, 10 May 1998
Side B: “Could the Bible Be Wrong,” George Bailey

Cassette Tape: “P.M.,” The Church of Christ in Katy, George Bailey, 3 January 1999
Cassette Tape: “These Are The Days, P.M. - The Joy of the Lord is Our Strength ” Memorial

Church of Christ, George Bailey, 8 May 2005
Cassette Tape: “Do You Know My Jesus?, P.M. - The Truth About the Truth,” Memorial Church

of Christ, George Bailey, 8 May 2005
Cassette Tape: “Which Way Are You Headed, P.M. - Judge Not” Memorial Church of Christ,

George Bailey, 23 October 2005
Cassette Tape: “Don’t Be Afraid, P.M. - Lead Us Not Into Temptation,” Memorial Church of

Christ, George Bailey, 8 May 2005
Cassette Tape: “Which Way Are You Headed, P.M. - Judge Not,” Memorial Church of Christ,



George Bailey, 20 October 2005
Cassette Tape: “Which Way Are You Headed, P.M. - Judge Not,” Memorial Church of Christ,

George Bailey, 20 October 2005
Cassette Tape: “On to Maturity,” George Bailey,
Cassette Tape: “George W. Bailey”

Side A: “Sun. A.M.,” George Bailey
Side B: “Sun. P.M.,” George Bailey

Cassette Tape:
Side A: “Are You Sure You’re Saved? - Tuesday,” George Bailey
Side B: “Is There a Wed Pattern?,” George Bailey

Cassette Tape: “George W. Bailey”
Side A: “Mon. P.M.,” George Bailey
Side B: “Tues. P.M.,” George Bailey

Cassette Tape: “George W. Bailey,”
Side A: “Wed. P.M.,” George Bailey
Side B: “Ladies Bible Class,” George Bailey

Cassette Tape: “Hebrews 10:26-36,” The Church of Christ In Katy, Gaye Bailey
VHS Tape: “Gospel Preachers Living History Series, ‘Can You Recommend Your Religion?,’”

World Video Bible School, George Bailey, 26 February 1997
VHS Tape: “Gospel Preachers Living History Series, ‘4.) Do You See God’s Word as

Infallible?’, ‘5.) Do you See Why Christ Came?’, ‘6.) Do You See Heaven As Your
Home?’,” World Video Bible School, George Bailey, 7 March 1997

Cassette Tape Set: “‘...The Truth Shall Make You Free’ Is Truth Attainable?, What is the Truth
About: The Bible? God? Christ? Man? Eternity? Being Lost?,” George Bailey
Tape 1, Side A: “Is Truth Attainable?,” George Bailey
Tape 1, Side B: “What is the Truth About The Bible?,” George Bailey
Tape 2, Side A: “What is the Truth About God?,” George Bailey
Tape 2, Side B: “What is the Truth About Christ?,” George Bailey
Tape 3, Side A: “What is the Truth About Man?,” George Bailey
Tape 3, Side B: “What is the Truth About Eternity?,” George Bailey
Tape 4, Side A: “What is the Truth About Being Lost?,” George Bailey

Recording Tape: “George Bailey National Seminar, HSU,” Recorded by KWKC, George Bailey,
7 December 1964

Recording Tape: “G.C. Brewer, 2 Sermons,” Recorded at 3 ¾ IPS, G.C. Brewer, 1956
Side 1: Blank
Side 2: “Morning: ‘Be Ye Steadfast,’ 1 Cor 15:58,” and “Evening: ‘How Are The Dead
Raised Up and in What Body Do They Come?,’” Recorded at 3 ¾ IPS, G.C. Brewer,
1956

Recording Tape:
Track 1: Ser. 1 – “Coliseum Meeting,” George Bailey, 15 June 1966
Track 2: “Special Sunday 3 P.M. Service to Parents”
Track 3: Ser. 4 – “Coliseum Meeting,” George Bailey, 18 June 1966
Track 4: Ser. 5 – “Coliseum Meeting,” George Bailey, 19 June 1966

Recording Tape with Track Timestamps:
Track 1: “Coliseum Meeting, Sermon 3, Friday,” 17 June 1966



Track 2: “Coliseum Meeting, Sermon 6, Monday,” 20 June 1966
Track 3: “Sermon 7, Tuesday,” 21 June 1966
Track 4: “Sermon 8, Wed.,” 22 June 1966
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