
Volume 57  •  N umber 1  •  Summer 2021Volume 59  •  Number 1  •  Summer 2023



General and Managing Editor
Jennifer C. Edwards

History, Manhattan College

Medieval Feminist Forum
A Journal of Gender and Sexuality

Volume 59  •  Number 1  •  Summer 2023

Subsidia Editor
 Emily Francomano
  Spanish and Portuguese,
  Georgetown University

Book Review Editor
 Melissa Ridley Elmes
  English, Lindenwood University

Design & Typesetting
 Linda K. Judy
  Western Michigan University
  Medieval Institute Publications

Society for Medieval Feminist Scholarship Officers

President: Roberta Magnani (2022–2023) 
English, Swansea University

Vice President: Nicole Lopez-Jantzen (2022–2023)
History, CUNY—Borough of Manhattan Community College

Secretary: Kathryn Maude (2020-2023)
Women and Gender Studies, American University of Beirut 

Treasurer & Membership Coordinator: Amy Vines (2018–2024)
English, UNC—Greensboro

Advisory Board

Lucy C. Barnhouse (2022–2024), Daisy Black (2022–2024), Suzanne M. Edwards 
(2023–2025), Kersti Francis (2023–2025), Carissa Harris (2021–2024), Lucy R. Hinnie 
(2023–2025), Boyda Johnstone (2021–2024), Laura Kalas (2021–2024), Amy Livingstone 
(2022–2024), Sara McDougall (2022–2024), Amanda McVitty (2021–2024), Becky Stra-
ple-Sovers (2023–2025) Graduate Student Representatives: Thelma Trujillo (2021–2023), 
Christine James Zepeda (2022–2024), Basil Arnould Price (2023–2025) Medieval Femi-
nist Forum is indexed in the MLA International Bibliography, published by the Modern 
Language Association, 26 Broadway, 3rd floor; New York, NY 10004; http://www.mla.
org and Feminae: Medieval Women and Gender Index, https://inpress.lib.uiowa.edu/Fem-
inae/AdvancedSearch.aspx

Medieval Feminist Forum, e-issn 2151-6073
 https://doi.org/10.32773/AVHW9936

Editorial Board
 Jessica Barr
  Comparative Literature,   
  University of Massachusetts   
  Amherst
 Liz Herbert McAvoy
  English, Swansea University
 E. Ann Matter
  Religious Studies,
  University of Pennsylvania
 Lynn Shutters
  English, Colorado State University

Copyright © 2023 by the Board of Trustees of Western Michigan University
Medieval Institute Publications is a program of 

The Medieval Institute, College of Arts and Sciences



• ARTICLES 

Fighter, Player, Hunter: Queer Women
and Female Agents on Secular Gothic Ivories
Emma Le Pouésard

Women’s Public Language in the
Old English Apollonius of Tyre
Sophia D’Ignazio

Malory’s Gwenyvere and Her Ladies
Molly A. Martin

Reading the Books of Margery Kempe
and Alice Pyett: Attachment and Feminist
Restoration in Michelle Paver’s Wakenhyrst
Laura Varnam

• RETROSPECTIVES

Lesbians Like Me
Judith M. Bennett

• BOOK REVIEWS

Stone Fidelity: Marriage and Emotion in Medieval Tomb Sculpture
Jessica Barker
Reviewed by Amy Danielle Juarez

Women Warriors and National Heroes: Global Histories
Boyd Cothran, Joan Judge, and Adrian Shubert, eds.
Reviewed by Misty Urban

Women’s Friendship in Medieval Literature
Karma Lochrie and Usha Vishnuvajjala, eds.
Reviewed by B. Skye Oliver 

•
CONTENTS

1

32

58

79

116

122

125

128



Apostate Nuns in the Later Middle Ages
Elizabeth Makowski
Reviewed by Morgan McMinn

A Life of Ill Repute: Public Prostitution in the Middle Ages
Maria Serena Mazzi
Joyce Myerson, translator
Reviewed by Amanda L. Scott

Female Authorship, Patronage, and Translation in
Late Medieval France: From Christine de Pizan to Louise Labé
Anneliese Pollock Renck
Reviewed by Alani Hicks-Bartlett

Acts of Care: Recovering Women in Late Medieval Health
Sara Ritchey
Reviewed by Tanya Stabler Miller

The Basque Seroras: Local Religion, Gender,
and Power in Northern Iberia, 1550–1800
Amanda L. Scott
Reviewed by Phyllis Zagano

Women, Food, and Diet in the Middle Ages:
Balancing the Humors
Theresa Vaughan
Reviewed by Autumn Reinhardt-Simpson

Women Religious Crossing between the Cloister and the World:
Nunneries in Europe and the Americas, ca. 1200–1700
Mercedes Pérez Vidal, ed.
Reviewed by Alexandra Verini

Women, Writing and Religion in England and Beyond, 650–1100
Diane Watt
Reviewed by Andrew Breeze

Medieval Intersections: Gender and Status
in Europe in the Middle Ages
Katherine Weikert and Elena Woodacre, eds.
Reviewed by Ebba Strutzenbladh

• NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

130

133

136

139

142

145

148

151

152

156



Book Reviews 151

Women, Writing and Religion in England and Beyond, 650–1100, by 
Diane Watt. Bloomsbury Academic, 2020, ISBN 978-1-4742-7062-5. 

 Congratulations are due for this definitive account of literacy and 
early Englishwomen. It is a job admirably done and with a special sur-
prise; for Diane Watt accepts the Whitby life of Pope Gregory (with its 
famous story of English youths in Rome and “not Angles, but angels”) 
as being by a woman writer. If Cædmon of Whitby is the first named 
English poet, then an unknown religious of Whitby is England’s earli-
est female autor—quite an achievement for a small Yorkshire town. On 
those grounds alone, Women, Writing and Religion will be prescribed 
reading all over the world for courses on Woman and the Book. It has 
fundamental and permanent value. 
 Its material, treated with learned seriousness (so that it always 
repays consultation), appears in six chapters. We start with Ely and 
Whitby in about 700 CE, then move forward to convents at Barking 
(in south Essex) and Minster (in east Kent). Chapters 3 and 4 take 
us to the Continent and the letters or verse of women in the circle of 
St. Boniface (d. 754); thereafter, we encounter the Latin lives of ab-
besses ruling German convents, then the tenth-eleventh centuries and 
a return to England, with a chapter on the Benedictine community at 
Wilton (outside Salisbury). We end at the village of Markyate (near 
St. Albans), home of Christina, anchorite and visionary. In both geo-
graphical and literary terms, this is quite a tour. 
 So, a cheering verdict: here almost everything merits praise. Diane 
Watt opens windows on inhabited landscapes; she presents a diversity 
of men and women, the good, the bad, and (sometimes) the startling. 
Here are instances: while a villain called Thunor is attempting to stop 
nuns from settling at Minster, the “earth suddenly opens up” and swal-
lows him into its depths (63). Serves him right! Besides founding com-
munities, women also worked as copyists, the result often being beauti-
ful books, such as a “gold-inscribed copy of the letters of St. Peter” (77) 
written by Eadburg of Wimborne, Dorset. Elsewhere is haunting anal-
ysis (pp. 86, 88) of The Wife’s Lament, an Exeter Book poem wherein 
a deserted woman grieves on how “First my lord went away from the 
people, / Over tossing waves” and concludes “It is a misery for those, 
who, longing, / Have to wait for a loved one.” Death at sea being ev-
er-present, little wonder that King Cnut had devotion to St. Edith (d. 
984), a Wilton religious whose intercession (he believed) saved his life 
“during a fierce storm” (133). The king had more than fine words. He 
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commissioned “a golden shrine or casket dedicated to her” (135). It 
had unexpected attributes. When its makers tried to cheat their clients, 
they suffered unfortunate consequences. Better was Christina of Mark-
yate, making “gifts of mitres and sandals” to send to the Pope (164), 
who responded politely. Yet one thing not mentioned for Christina is 
how as a young woman she was nearly seduced by Ranulph Flambard 
(d. 1128), Bishop of Durham. Luckily, she tricked him and “darted out 
of the room,” locking the door firmly behind her. One might think 
that, given such goings-on, medieval women must often have seen the 
attractions of life as a nun.  
 Diane Watt has, then, given us a precious book, one that will 
last. Women, Writing and Religion in England and Beyond deserves 
every success. 

Andrew Breeze
University of Navarre, Pamplona

https://doi.org/10.32773/LRZB4846

Medieval Intersections: Gender and Status in Europe in the Middle Ages, 
edited by Katherine Weikert and Elena Woodacre. New York: Ber-
ghahn Books, 2021. Pp. 132. ISBN: 9781800731561.

 Emerging from the 2014 Gender and Medieval Studies confer-
ence at the University of Winchester, and originally published as a spe-
cial issue of Historical Reflections/Réflexions Historiques in 2016, this 
collection of essays is a celebration of interdisciplinarity in medieval 
studies. The volume’s contributors explore the changes and disrup-
tions, the possibilities and boundaries, of gendered medieval lives in 
light of the shifting nature of status, its limitations as a currency, and its 
impact both inside and outside male hegemonic cultures. With a geo-
graphical emphasis on sources from England, France, and Italy, though 
Spain and Scandinavia figure as well, the nine chapters cover thematic 
ground that is likely to function as a stimulating springboard for fur-
ther work on gender and status.
 The introduction has not been updated substantially since 2016, 
which is something of a missed opportunity. Reflections on Joan Scott’s 
call to consider gender as a useful category of analysis and Kimberlé 
Crenshaw’s definition of interdisciplinarity are important markers of a 


