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First recipient of Tyler Binsted 
scholarship named

Freshman Conor Backman is the first recipient of 
the Tyler Binsted Endowed Scholarship in Sculpture 
and Extended Media.

The scholarship memorializes Tyler Binsted, a 
VCU sculpture major who was killed in March at 
Byrd Park. 

The VCU School of the Arts designated the 
scholarship for the top student of the Art Foundation 
Program accepted into the sculpture department.

“This scholarship will honor the life and work 
of Tyler Binsted, who proved to be an outstanding 
student and artist during his time at VCU,” said 
Richard E. Toscan, dean of the School of the Arts. 
“We will use this scholarship to reward exceptional 
students like Conor who have demonstrated the kind 
of talent and dedication we will always remember 
in Tyler.”

Backman will receive $1,000 from the scholarship 
for the 2008-2009 academic year.

Information provided by University News Services

Virginia unemployment rate on the rise

Virginia’s March unemployment rate was 3.9 
percent, up a percentage point from the same time 
a year ago, largely because of automotive-industry 
strikes and layoffs, the Easter holiday and an ongoing 

residential-construction slowdown.
The Virginia Economic Commission’s chief econo-

mist, William Mezger, says the general slowdown in 
economic growth also contributed to the increased 
jobless rate, up from 2.9 percent. 

Also, the Easter holiday fell in March, versus April 
last year. There are always some layoffs before and 
after Easter.

March’s unemployment was up 0.1 percentage 
point from February’s rate. 

The national unemployment rate in March was 
5.2 percent.

Among Virginia’s 134 counties and cities, 
Arlington County had the lowest unemployment 
rate at 2.3 percent; Martinsville had the highest, at 
11.7 percent.

Brief by The Associated Press

Former UMW president arrested  
on drunken-driving charges

Ousted University of Mary Washington President 
William Frawley faces new drunken-driving charges 
after police discovered him asleep in his car, which 
was still running, and found open bottles of alcohol 
inside.

Police from Montgomery County, Md., charged 
Frawley with driving under the influence of alcohol. 

He failed a field-sobriety test and had registered 
a .18 blood-alcohol level on a breath test, according 

to a police report.
The incident occurred April 10, exactly a year 

after he was arrested for drunken driving in Fairfax 
County after flipping his university-owned car. 

The following day, he was arrested in Fredericks-
burg and charged with a DUI after a motorist called 
to report Frawley was swerving into oncoming traffic 
and driving with his right front tire missing.

Frawley was fired April 30. Judy G. Hample, 
chancellor of the Pennsylvania State System of Higher 
Education in Harrisburg, will become the school’s 
eighth president July 1.

Brief by The Associated Press

Leonard Pitts, Chris Matthews 
will speak at ODU 

Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist Leonard Pitts 
Jr. and MSNBC host Chris Matthews will be Old 
Dominion University’s commencement speakers.

Pitts is a nationally syndicated columnist for The 
Miami Herald. He was awarded the 2004 Pulitzer 
Prize for commentary.

Matthews is the host of “Hardball with Chris 
Matthews” and the Sunday talk show “The Chris 
Matthews Show.”

Old Dominion’s graduation ceremonies will be 
held May 10.

Brief by The Associated Press and information 
provided by The Virginian-Pilot

This week in the news

cover photo illustration by Rachel Larue
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CATHERINE MACDONALD 
News Co-Editor

The brooms can’t fly and the snitch is a human player, 
but VCU is following in the footsteps of more than 130 
other schools across the U.S., Canada and Argentina 
by forming a campus muggle quidditch team. 

After weeks of grueling practice, the team will show 
off its skills at a game May 4.

Quidditch was in-
vented in J.K. Rowling’s 
“Harry Potter” series, 
and the muggle version 
combines elements of 
rugby, dodgeball and 
pure imagination to cre-
ate a sometimes danger-
ous sport.

“It’s a very rough 
sport,” said Heather 
Wright, the VCU team’s 
captain, coordinator and 
chaser. “We’ve had a lot 
of injuries.”

Wright, an English major, has been hit in the face with a 
bludger and nearly has broken her foot while practicing.

Amber Cummings, one of the team’s keepers, said 
she almost had her teeth knocked out by a teammate’s  
broom during practice.  

“The brooms have a tendency to hit people in the 
face,” Cummings said.

Despite the strenuous nature of the game, the 
“nerd” stigma surrounding the sport still exists. Several 

members of the team have experienced a mocking 
response from other students. 

“We’ll be carrying around our brooms, and one 
person said, ‘That’s retarded,’ to our faces,” said English 
major Brooke Bernard, the team’s co-captain and a 
beater. “People get weird about it. We’re having enough 
fun that it doesn’t bother us.”

Britni Puccio, a mass communications major and a 
keeper, thinks because it’s from the “Harry Potter” series, the 

sport is taken less seriously. 
“I think a lot of ‘Harry 

Potter’ fans get the label of 
‘nerd’ or ‘geek.’ People don’t 
really consider quidditch to 
be a sport when really, it 
requires a lot more athletic 
ability than bowling—but 
yet that’s national athletics,” 
Puccio said.

Being a fan of the series is 
not expected of those who 
want to join the team. 

“We have people who 
have not read the books or seen the movies,” Bernard 
said. “It’s a sport in itself.”

Hassan Ahmed, the team’s seeker and a chemistry 
major with a concentration in pre-med, said anyone 
can learn to play quidditch.

 “The sport is simple to learn,” Ahmed said. “It’s 
easy to get used to; anyone can do it. You do look a 
little silly playing, but that’s the fun of it.”

The team’s game May 4 will be held in Monroe 
Park at 12 p.m.

Quidditch comes to VCU

Terminology

Muggle: a non-magical person in the 
world of J.K. Rowling’s “Harry Potter” 
series

Bludger: a ball thrown at other play-
ers by the opposing team to prevent 
them from scoring or otherwise playing 
successfully

Beaters: two players who “beat” the 
bludgers at the opposing team’s players 
and away from their team’s players

Brooms: in Rowling’s “Harry Potter” 
series, characters fly around on brooms 
as a mode of transportation and to play 
quidditch. In muggle quidditch, players 
must hold the brooms between their 
legs as they play

Quaffle: a ball thrown through the 
opposing team’s goal posts to score

Chasers: two players who “chase” the 
quaffle, trying to score

Goal posts: in muggle quidditch, these 
consist of three hula-hoops attached to 
wooden posts

Keeper: player who guards the goal 
posts

Snitch or Snitch runner: in Rowling’s 
books and movies, the snitch is a walnut-
sized ball that flies around and is very 
hard to see. In muggle quidditch, the 
snitch runner is a person with a tennis 
ball encased in a sock hanging out of 
their shorts. The goal for the seeker is to 
snatch the tennis ball. In both versions 
of the game, catching the snitch ends the 
match.

Seeker: player who tries to catch the 
snitch

How to play

Muggle quidditch is played by a team 
of seven players who run around the 
field with (sometimes-decorated) brooms 
clasped between their legs. The goal is 
to score with the quaffle, while trying to 
catch the elusive snitch runner, and to do 
all this without being hit by bludger.

“We’ll be carrying around our brooms, 
and one person said, ‘That’s retarded,’ 
to our faces. People get weird about 
it. We’re having enough fun that it 

doesn’t bother us.” 

—Brooke Bernard, co-captain, beater

Karen Sagun illustration
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How much can I get? Your textbook is worth more if the same edition will be used
for a class on this campus or at thousands of other schools across North America.

But it doesn’t pay to wait – textbooks are rarely worth more as they age.

Bring your textbooks back to us, no matter where you
bought them. Get cash back now.

146
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ANNA YATES
Contributing Writer

After a drawn-out election process 
for the Monroe Park Campus Student 
Government Association, most of 
next year’s new legislative and execu-
tive branch members were sworn in 
Monday. 

The 2007-2008 student body president, 
Jessica Lee, presented the State of the 
Student Body Address at the meeting.  

Lee expressed pride in many of the 
accomplishments of the SGA. She cited 
the body’s work with the administration 
to begin to build a more environmen-
tally conscious campus, and its work 
to institute less-expensive meal plans 
and less-expensive, more-convenient 
academic services.

Lee said improvements still need 
to be made, and many of the SGA’s 
accomplishments have treated the 
symptoms of the problems – not the 
causes – facing the student body.

“VCU is too young for its student 
body,” Lee said. “Our population 
growth hasn’t been matched by the 
resources we need.”

Lee asked the new SGA line-up to be 
a more-effective voice for the student 
body by opening itself up and com-
municating what the SGA is doing more 
effectively with both the administration 

and the students.
“Please, keep students first,” Lee 

said. “That’s why we’re here. People 
have put you in this office to use your 
position to represent them … Future 
generations are going to look back at 
this as a turning point.”

Controversy trailed the election, 
which ended March 27. An error in the 
online ballot resulted in some write-in 
votes not being counted. Because many 
of the candidates were running write-in 
campaigns, there were complaints made 
about the error. 

To reach a compromise, the first 
17 seats were awarded to those whose 
names had appeared on the ballot and 
who had received the most votes. 

Then, nearly a month after the elec-
tion, a run-off election was held that 
determined the winners of the remaining 
eight senate seats and gave the write-in 
candidates a chance for their supporters’ 
votes to be counted.

Another controversy arose when 
Joshua Ronk, one of the candidates 
on the losing executive ticket, filed a 
grievance against Jibran Muhammad, 
the new SGA president.  

Ronk said people representing the 
Muhammad campaign had partici-
pated in tactics that constituted voter 
intimidation. 

The judicial branch ruled in favor 

of Muhammad, because no eyewit-
nesses could place any member of the 
Muhammad ticket at the scene of the 
incidents.

Adam Sowder, the newly elected 
SGA vice president, was not present 
to be sworn in at the meeting, because 
he was sick. Solle Taghavi, the newly 
elected executive director for university 
relations, was sworn in shortly after 
Muhammad. 

Soon after, Muhammad delivered a 
speech that focused on the change he said 
could be achieved through teamwork.

“We have every reason to feel strong 
and optimistic,” Muhammad said. 
“We begin with the largest mandate 
for positive change in history. Those 
who see that mandate as a product of 
intimidation underestimate their fellow 
students.”

Muhammad said he wants next year 
to be marked by communication and 
cooperation among SGA members.

“When we differ, come to me, or I 
will come to you so we can discuss our 
differences and find better answers and 
become better friends,” Muhammad 
said. 

“For me, VCU is more than a place. 
VCU is a humanitarian idea. As we 
develop and shape ourselves, we can 
shape Virginia and we can change the 
world.”

Tom Nash photoNewly elected Monroe Park Campus Student Government Association senators being sworn into office.

SGA members sworn in Monday Advertisement
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Applications for editorial positions on next year’s staff can be obtained at the 
Student Media Center at 817 W. Broad St. from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more 
information, contact Stacey Hamman at editor@commonwealthtimes.com.
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JEROME FOSTER
Contributing Writer

VCU men’s tennis coach Paul Kostin claimed his 
800th victory earlier this month, making him the fifth 
head coach in Division I to reach that milestone.

The men’s tennis team defeated the University of Denver 
4-2 on April 12, rounding out Kostin’s victory count.

While the wins are a great achievement, the coach 
isn’t making a big deal of it.

“I don’t feel any different now that I have 800 wins,” 
Kostin said. “I just try to take it one match at a time 
and go from there.”

Kostin said he never sought to win so many games and that 
800 wins wasn’t first on his list of things to accomplish.

“I honestly did not think that I would win 800 games. 
The goal is to try to win championships,” he said.

Under Kostin, the men’s and women’s tennis teams 
never have had a losing season. Kostin has led the 
men’s teams to 16 straight NCAA tournament berths. 
He has won 14 conference championships with the 
men’s team and two with the women’s team.

Kostin led the men’s and women’s teams back to 
the NCAA tournament this season. The men’s team 

received an automatic berth for winning the Colonial 
Athletic Association tournament while the women’s 
team received an at-large bid.

Kostin, who has been coaching tennis for 27 years 
– the last 18 being at VCU – said the goal at the 
beginning of the season is to have a winning season, 
to win the conference championship and to win the 
national title. However, Kostin said it is his players, 
not he, who is most responsible for the wins.

“I have been blessed with great players. It doesn’t 
matter how good a coach is, he can’t win without the 
right type of players,” he said.

Kostin said his players and the love of the game 
keep him going.

“I have been doing this a long time. I love to be 
around young adults, and I love what I do,” he said. 
“For me, the most rewarding thing about coaching is 
seeing the players grow up and be successful in life 
outside of tennis.”

Kostin also said he likes to be able to influence his 
players, and he enjoys the relationships he has with 
the players after tennis. 

“I want to make sure the players reach their potential, 
on and off the court,” he said.

BASEBALL

May 2-4, vs. Towson, The 
Diamond 

MEN’S TRACK & FIELD

Sun., May 4, @ George 
Mason Invitational, Fairfax, 
all day 

WOMEN’S TRACK & FIELD

Sat., May 3, @ George 
Mason Invitational, Fairfax, 
all day

THIS WEEK

VCU sporting events are free to students with a valid student ID. for more info, visit vcuathletics.com or call 
828-3440.

Kostin: 800 wins and counting
Kostin becomes the fifth Division I coach to reach 800 wins. VCU Athletics file photo
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sportsCOMMENTARY

ON
MATT’S
MIND

BASEBALL

Both of VCU’s midweek games 
were cancelled because of rain. The 
Rams were scheduled to play at home 
versus VMI Tuesday and versus 
Norfolk State Wednesday. The Rams 
are back in action this weekend in a 
home series against Towson.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

The Rams were recognized as 
one of the most-improved teams in 
Division I by the NCAA earlier this 
week. VCU finished the season with 
a school record, 26 wins with only 

eight losses, after finishing last year 
17-13. The Rams were one of only 
25 teams to improve their record by 
seven or more games.

TENNIS

Both the men’s and women’s teams 
will head to the NCAA Tournament 
as announced Tuesday. The men 
earned an automatic bid after win-
ning the CAA tournament and will 
face Penn State in Charlottesville 
May 10. The women earned an at-
large bid after finishing the season 
18-5 and will face South Carolina in 
Athens, Ga.

Sports Briefs

Round and round the carousel goes in 
the NBA, so fast it sometimes feels like a 
blur. With only 30 horses on the carousel, 
coaches are lucky to have a saddle. Along 
the ride, though, each horse makes its 
ups and downs. This offseason is likely to 
conclude with the wrong coaches riding 
high.

 We learned, this past week, that Isiah 
Thomas will not return to the sidelines for 
the New York Knicks next season. That 
decision came about two years late, except 
in the minds of James Dolan and other 
higher-ups at Madison Square Garden.

What’s puzzling about Thomas’ depar-
ture is the timing. The Knicks would’ve 
suffered severe pains if they dared to 
crane their necks at the Eastern Confer-
ence standings early in the season, and 
Thomas wasn’t fired then. That led you to 
think nothing could get him fired—even 
a sexual-harassment scandal. Now, sud-
denly, 43 games out of first place isn’t good 
enough. What was the problem before? 
Didn’t want to disrupt that “chemistry” 
in New York? Thomas shouldn’t have 
trouble using his charisma and success as 
a player to land a job elsewhere.

Larry Brown, Thomas’ predecessor 

with the Knicks and the man who set 
the turbulence in motion, just filled 
the coaching vacancy of the Charlotte 
Bobcats. Brown is like the modern-day 
traveling salesman. He goes from town 
to town pocketing undeserved cash under 
the pretense that he’ll deliver a reliable 
product. However, he ultimately leaves 
the customer feeling conned.

The Bobcats are Brown’s ninth victim. 
He has accomplished plenty in his coach-
ing career but is now more of a team 
killer than curer. He alienates superstars 
and turns them against the team—most 
notably, Allen Iverson in Philadelphia. 
This story is bound to end with the Bobcats 
buying out Brown from his contract with 
the promise that he won’t destroy any 
more of their team.

How does Brown plan to unite with 
Michael Jordan – someone whose ex-
pansive talents don’t reach front-office 
management – to turn around a team in its 
infancy with no winning tradition? (And 
no winning season, for that matter.)

Well, coaches you don’t want coaching 
your team usually come in threes. Pat 
Riley completes the trifecta. Riley, another 
coach with a winning legacy, cannot bear 

to rebuild a team or to be responsible for 
losing. Riley hired Stan Van Gundy to 
bring the Miami Heat to prominence, then 
forced him out so he himself could claim 
the championship as coach. Now that the 
Heat is the worst team in the NBA, Riley 
bails back to the front office. It’s likely the 
next coach either will be fired for losing 
too much or will be forced out for winning 
too much so Riley can take over.

Then there are guys, such as Avery 
Johnson with the Dallas Mavericks, at the 
other end of the spectrum. Johnson was 
the fastest ever to reach 100 wins as an 
NBA coach. He had the Mavericks two 
wins away from an NBA championship 
just two years ago. Last season, they were 
the Western Conference’s top seed and 
have been among the class of the West 
throughout Johnson’s tenure.

Now, despite his team winning 51 
regular-season games, Johnson got the 
boot because of another first-round 
playoff exit. A word to the wise in Dallas: 
The West, in case you haven’t realized, 
is ultracompetitive—not everyone can 
dominate. Johnson is the kind of coach 
with the tools to win, and the team 
shouldn’t want to see him go.

Good guys will finish down in this year’s NBA coaching carousel
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It isn’t too late to get 
the grade you want.

Tutoring• 
Supplemental Instruction• 
Foreign Language Conversation Groups• 

Check out the FREE learning support services offered by the Campus Learning Center:
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connect in more ways:
txt, pix, video, email & IM
know what’s going on:
download new music & video on the go, 
get the game score and keep an eye on 
social networking sites

$7999
after rebate

LG VX9900: $129.99 2-yr. 
price – $50 mail-in rebate. 
With new 2-yr. activation.

enVTM
by LG     

Get the enV and see what it can do! Win a hybrid!
Sign up for service at a participating 
Verizon Wireless Communications Store 
and ask how you could win a brand new 
hybrid car! Your friends — and 
the planet — will love you! 

Be the enV of your friends.

Switch to America’s Most Reliable Wireless Network® For sweepstakes details go to vzwcar.com. 

54636

54636-Commonwealth Times-10.25x12.5 4C 4.16
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May 2
Iron Man
Directed by Jon Favreau (“Elf,” “Zathura: A 
Space Adventure”); 
Starring Robert Downey Jr., Terrence Howard, 
Gwyneth Paltrow and Jeff Bridges

May 9
Speed Racer
Directed by Larry and Andy Wachowski (“The 
Matrix Trilogy”); 
Starring Emile Hirsch, Christina Ricci, John 
Goodman, Susan Sarandon and Matthew Fox

May 16
The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Cas-
pian
Directed by Andrew Adamson (“Shrek”); Star-
ring Georgie Henley, William Moseley, Anna 
Popplewell, Ben Barnes, Warwick Davis

May 22
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of 
the Crystal Skull
Directed by Steven Spielberg (“Jurassic Park,” 
“Saving Private Ryan”);
Starring Harrison Ford, Shia LaBeouf, Cate 
Blanchett, Karen Allen, Ray Winstone and Jim 
Broadbent

May 30
Sex and the City: The Movie
Director by Michael Patrick King;
Starring Sarah Jessica Parker, Kim Cattrall, Kris-
tin Davis, Cynthia Nixon and Jennifer Hudson

June 6
Kung Fu Panda
Directed by Mark Osborne and John Steven-
son;
Starring Jack Black, Dustin Hoffman, Angelina 
Jolie, Jackie Chan, Lucy Liu and Ian McShane

You Don’t Mess with the Zohan
Directed by Dennis Dugan (“Saving Silverman,” 
“The Benchwarmers,” “I Now Pronounce You 
Chuck & Larry”);
Starring Adam Sandler, Rob Schneider, Alex 
Luria and Emmanuelle Chriqui

June 13
The Happening
Directed by M. Night Shyamalan (“The Sixth 
Sense,” “Signs,” “The Village”);
Starring Mark Wahlberg, Zooey Deschanel, 
John Leguizamo and Spencer Breslin

The Incredible Hulk
Directed by Louis Leterrier (“The Transporter,” 
“Unleashed”);
Starring Edward Norton, Liv Tyler, Tim Roth, 
William Hurt and Tim Blake Nelson

June 20
Get Smart
Directed by Peter Segal (“Naked Gun 33 1/3,” 
“Anger Management,” “50 First Dates”);
Starring Steve Carell, Anne Hathaway, Dwayne 
Johnson, Terence Stamp and Alan Arkin

June 27
Wall-E
Directed by Andrew Stanton (“A Bug’s Life,” 
“Finding Nemo”);
Starring Fred Willard, Jeff Garlin and Ben Burtt

Wanted
Directed by Timur Bekmambetov (“Night 
Watch,” “Day Watch”);
Starring James McAvoy, Morgan Freeman, 
Angelina Jolie and Common

Summer movie guide
ROBERTO CURTIS

Spectrum Editor

With flicks hitting the silver screen every Friday from now until the start 
of the fall semester – except for the week of Independence Day, when movies 
will hit the screen July 2 – there almost always is going to be a good excuse 
to run to the theater and drop $10. If titles such as “Hellboy II: The Golden 
Army” and “Sex and the City: the Movie” make you a little queasy, there’s 
always the free and invigorating bike ride to Belle Isle.
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KEMI OWENS-HART
Associate Spectrum Editor

The Monroe Park Campus has begun 
to show all the tell-tale signs of the 
impending finals week. 

Conversations heard in passing are 
less frequently about the raging party 
from the past weekend and more fre-
quently about final projects and curved 
grades. 

Students have made the library their 
second home. On any late-night library 
stroll, one can find that person who has 
finally succumbed to the losing battle he 
was fighting with his circadian rhythm 
— the table obscured with piles of text-
books, the poor young scholar sleeping 
soundly in the glare of his laptop. 

It is during this time that recreational 

activities are farthest from the mind. It 
is important, however, to remember 
that “this too shall pass.” Those coming 
sunny days can be spent outside instead 
of under fluorescent lights hunched over 
a desk bubbling in hundreds of tiny 
circles with a No. 2 pencil.

For those who will be strolling across 
the stage with a degree in their hands 
this May, congratulations! For those 
who still will call Richmond home for 
a little while longer, take advantage of 
what this city has to offer, those four … 
or five years will have come and gone 
before you know it. 

#10 See some art in the park

The Carillion Civic Association hosts 

“Arts in the Park,” an adjudicated show 
that takes place every May, in Byrd Park. 
This free event, which is in its 37th year, 
showcases the talent of more than 450 
artists from all over the country. 

With a wide variety of media on 
display – from glass to fiber to jewelry to 
woodwork – there is a little of something 
for every artistic taste. My personal 
advice: Be sure to check out the stained-
glass pieces of Riverside Glass — with 
their dazzling colors and friendly artists, 
you won’t be disappointed.

The event will take place this week-
end: May 3 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
May 4 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free 
shuttles are available at the University 
of Richmond parking lot. 

#11 Go for a walk

Sunny days are meant to be spent 
outdoors, and with the James River 
basically at your fingertips, you have 
the perfect location to enjoy the scenery 

and to get a little exercise. Beginning at 
14th and Dock Streets, a 1.25-mile walk 
traverses the banks of Haxall Canal and 
the James River and Kanawha Canal. 
Totally free and open every day of the 
year, this is the perfect place to take the 
dog, that special someone or a group of 
close friends, or to just enjoy a riverside 
sunset on your own.

Just in case you missed them 
… (in no order, at all)

#1. See a movie at the Byrd Theatre
#2. Go to a house show
#3. Check out the music department
#4. Get on stage 
#5. Go to the river
#6. Check out some museums
# 7: Lace up your running (or walking) 

shoes for a good cause
#8: Meet some famous resident lectures, 

musicians, etc. 
#9: Go to a festival

July 2
Hancock
Directed by Peter Berg (“The Rundown,” “Fri-
day Night Lights,” “The Kingdom”);
Starring Will Smith, Charlize Theron and Jason 
Bateman

July 11
Hellboy II: The Golden Army
Directed by Guillermo del Toro (“Blade II,” 
“Hellboy,” “Pan’s Labyrinth”);
Starring Ron Perlman, Selma Blair, Doug Jones 
and Luke Goss 

July 18
The Dark Knight
Directed by Christopher Nolan (“Memento,” 
“Batman Begins,” “The Prestige”);
Starring Christian Bale, Heath Ledger, Morgan 
Freeman, Michael Caine, Gary Oldman, Aaron 
Eckhart and Maggie Gyllenhaal

July 25
Step Brothers
Directed by Adam McKay (“Anchorman,” “Tal-
ladega Nights”);Starring Will Ferrell, John C. 
Reilly, Richard Jenkins and Mary Steenburgen

July 25
The X-Files: I Want to Believe
Directed by Chris Carter (“The X Files”);
Starring David Duchovny, Gillian Anderson, 
Amanda Peet, Xzibit and Billy Connolly

August 1
The Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon 
Emperor
Directed by Rob Cohen (“The Fast and the 
Furious,” “xXx,” “Stealth”);
Starring Brendan Fraser, Maria Bello, Jet Li, 
Michelle Yeoh and Luke Ford

August 8
Pineapple Express
Directed by David Gordon Green (“George 
Washington,” “All the Real Girls,” “Snow An-
gels”);
Starring Seth Rogen, James Franco and Amber 
Heard

August 15
Tropic Thunder
Directed by Ben Stiller (“Zoolander”);
Starring Ben Stiller, Jack Black, Robert Downey 
Jr. and Nick Nolte

My Richmond bucket list: 
final installation

More summer movie guide
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The CT wishes you many 
wonderful adventures this summer

Look for the next edition of the CT in June!
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Your Last Homework Assignment
May Be Your Easiest One Yet!

Before you go home for the summer, take a few minutes and 

see if you need to upgrade your copy of VCU’s antivirus pro-

gram (Sophos) on your computer. Upgrading 

will keep your computer safe 

throughout the summer and ready 

for next fall.  Simply go to

go.vcu.edu/sophos
and see if you need to upgrade.

Instructions are there to help you.  

Still need help? Visit the Help 

Desk at www.ts.vcu.edu/helpdesk or 

call (804) 828-2227.

Be Safe. 
Upgrade Today.

Technology Services • www.ts.vcu.edu

Volunteers (ages 18 to 40 years old) are needed for a study 
about asthma and the common cold. The goal is to improve 
asthma care. You must have asthma and not smoke. Screening 
is in progress and involves 2 visits ($40 will be paid to participants 
for each visit). 

Based on the screening results, those who qualify can enroll in a 
7-week study which will begin in the fall. Compensation will be up 
to $1250. A 4-day stay in a hotel is an important part of this study. 
All study-related testing, medications and the hotel stay with room 
service will be provided at no charge. 

Screening near VCU, along with reimbursement for travel 
costs, will be available.

For more information and questions, please call or email.

UVA Asthma and Allergic Diseases Center 
434-982-3510
hts@virginia.edu   IRB-HSR #13236

www.uvahealth.com

Asthma Study

Do you have Asthma?

Across
4.  Create words with lettered 
tiles.

6.  “Do not pass go. Do not collect 
two hundred dollars.”

8.  Pile on rectangular blocks until 
the pile falls over.

9.  Military action figure.

10.  Ken’s counterpart.

11.  Interlocking colorful, plastic 
blocks.

12.  “Hungry, Hungry _____.”

17.  “Easy-Bake ____.”

19.  ____ Dolls come with crazy 
hair and a jeweled navel.

Down
1.  ____ Patch Dolls.

2.  Teddy ____ came equipped with 
a built-in tape deck in his back. He 

told stories of his adventures as 
the tape played.

3.  Colorful molding clay.

5.  ____ babies.

7.  Includes the Funny Bone, Wish 
Bone and Spare Ribs.

13.  “My Little ____.”

14.  Rockem _____ Robots.

15.  String with weighted disks.

16.  _____ Pocket.

18.  Tickle Me _____.

Toys and games

Answers from April 28

1 2 3

4

5 6 7

8

9

10

11

12 13 14

15 16

17 18

19

Created with EclipseCrossword — www.eclipsecrossword.com
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Created with EclipseCrossword — www.eclipsecrossword.com
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Opinions expressed are those of individual 
writers and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of The Commonwealth Times or Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University.  Unsigned 
editorials represent the institutional opinion 
of The Commonwealth Times.

Add Your Voice

The opinion pages of The Commonwealth 
Times are a forum open to the public.  Clear, 
concise and compelling contributions are 
welcome online at our Web site, by e-mail 
at opinion@commonwealthtimes.com, or 
by mail and in person at 817 W. Broad St., 
Richmond, Va. 23220-3806.
Letters must be sent from a valid VCU e-mail 
address or signed with daytime and evening 
telphone contact.  We reserve the right to 
edit for grammar, style and space.

REBECCA
LANDAU

Executive Editor

RICH
GRISET

Opinion Editor

RICH GRISET
Opinion Editor

It’s spring again, and – alas – another 
school year is over. This is the part where 
I’m supposed to make you, the reader, 
all teary-eyed about this being my last 
editorial for The CT. Sorry—that’s not 
my style. I’d much rather go out with 
guns blazing. I’ll save the teary-eyed stuff 
for the series-finale cliffhanger of “Pizza 
from Scratch” (spoiler alert: Unca Lux 
gets cancer). 

For my final editorial, I decided to hash 
out the list of problems I see at VCU. In 
retrospect, I wish I had spent more time 
focusing on VCU’s problems instead of 
on the world in general. After a semester 
of ripping into everything from underage 
drinking to roflcopters, I figured this list 
might somehow redeem me.

1. James Branch Cabell Library 
should be open 24 hours on weekdays 
throughout the semester: It is absolutely 
wonderful that VCU keeps Cabell open 
24 hours, seven days a week, during 
exams, but the school fails to realize 
students have exams they need to study 
for year-round. 

The library is the brain of our institu-
tion, and it should be treated as such. 

2. Overcrowding at the Stuart C. 
Siegel Center Gym: The turnout at the 
gym was fine until VCU shut down the 
Cary Street Gym for renovations. Fliers 
slyly apologize for the inconvenience 
of the temporary closing and state the 
gym will reopen in spring 2010. That’s 
two years from now, and by that time, 
I will have graduated.  

In the meantime, the students who 
used to go to the Cary Street Gym now 
pile into Siegel, and VCU has smushed 
all of the Cary equipment into the Siegel 
gym. Even if you manage to find a time 

when the gym isn’t 
packed, you still risk 
being smashed in the 
face by another workout 
machine located a half-inch 
away.

While I understand the need 
for new facilities, VCU has an obliga-
tion to keep its students healthy in the 
meantime. After a week or two of waiting 
30 to 40 minutes to use a treadmill, I 
eventually just stopped going to the 
gym—as many of my friends did. 

VCU has another perfectly good gym 
on campus: the Franklin Street Gym. 
The only problem is, except for the 
pool, the gym facilities are reserved for 
athletes. Some of the excess equipment 
from the Cary Street Gym could be 
made available to regular students at the 
Franklin Gym, and I doubt that would 
make too much trouble. The idea that 
more than 31,000 students can work 
out when they want to in an exercise 
room that has a maximum occupancy 
of 98 people is preposterous.

3. The lack of concerts at VCU: Once 
upon a time, before there was a Shafer 
Court Dining Center, there was a little 
place known simply as Shafer Court. The 
Shafer Court offered a stage for bands 
like Red Hot Chili Peppers (wearing 
nothing but tube socks) to perform for 
students. Except for Lupe Fiasco – and a 
band of weird Beatles-wannabes in their 
50s who performed next to the W.E. 
Singleton Center for the Performing 
Arts – VCU rarely lets outdoor concerts 
take place.

The school does allow some outdoor 
concerts, but only in their “allotted time” 
between noon and 2 p.m. VCU needs to 
host more musical events such as these 
for students. Shafer Court used to have 
a band perform every Friday night. We 
only get bands if there is a festival. 

4 . 
VCU sculp-
tures: VCU is currently 
rated No. 1 for its Master of Fine Arts 
sculpture program by U.S. News and 
World Report. You would think, with 
that ranking, VCU would select some 
cool sculptures to place around campus. 
Instead, VCU put out what looks like a 
castrated nutsack. The “Soft” sculpture 
next to Grace E. Harris Hall looks like 
testicles, and confuses most everyone 
who walks past it. Perhaps, when VCU 
eventually takes over Dogwood Dell, the 
sculpture will be relocated there with 
the Carillon as a phallus.

There was a cool sculpture next to 
the Singleton Center of a pair of jeans 
kicking midair, but just as quickly as 
it was put up, it was taken away. Does 
VCU have a sculpture fairy that runs 
around dropping balls from the sky and 
picking up sculpted jeans? Why not 
have the student body vote on which 
sculptures get placed on campus so we 
have the choice of whether to look at 
balls every day?

5. VCU TV/Radio: Though there have 
been rumblings of improvements in the 
works, there has yet to be an outcome. 
It is ridiculous that a school with more 
than 31,000 students would not have 
its own radio frequency or TV station. 
VCU HDTV hijacks the PBS station for 
two hours a day, and WVCW only is 

The List

LIST continued to CT17

Karen Sagun illustration
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available on the Internet. VCU should have its own 
channel and frequency.

Imagine the entertainment that could come out of 
an independent channel. With all of the creativity and 
arts majors at VCU, with all of the cultural events and 
festivals, VCU TV could be amazing. Both “The Tom 
Green Show” and “The Whitest Kids U’ Know” started 
off as college radio and TV shows. VCU’s stations also 
would give communications students more experience 
with their field and would be their first time creating 
content unbridled by a department or grade.

6. Quality of education: In its rush to become some 
giant beast of a university and own all of Richmond 
proper, VCU seems to have disregarded completely 
any thought of making itself a better school. Couldn’t 
some of that expansionist energy have been put into 
making our educational experience at VCU better?

I’ll explain this in the best way I can. I took a course 
this semester about Shakespearean plays that was 
held in one of the huge lecture halls in the Eugene P. 
and Lois E. Trani Center for Life Sciences. When my 
friend took the class the semester before, it was held 
in one of the smaller lecture halls of the T. Edward 
Temple Building. 

When I expressed my concern about the class size 
to my professor, he told me it was only going to get 
larger. Next school year, the course will be taught in 
Harris Hall’s humongous lecture room. VCU is creating 

gigantic classes to make money, and the quality of our 
classes is going down the tube. 

When I hear about a friend graduating in only four 
years at VCU, I am shocked. Because of all the confusion 
and barriers set up by the school, it nearly is impossible 
for students to graduate on time. According to a 2000 
report from the State Council of Higher Education for 
Virginia, the rate for earning a degree at VCU within 
four years is less than 20 percent. Only one in five 
VCU freshmen will complete college in four years. 
This is unacceptable. 

VCU is running our school like a business instead 
of an institution of learning. VCU seems determined 
to retain students and to milk as much money out of 
us as possible. Numerous friends have cried in my 
arms because VCU had screwed them over.

I was sitting in the office of an adviser and overheard 
her on the phone speaking with another adviser.  

“These kids—they just need to chill out and relax. 
They’ll get into all the classes they need; it just takes 
time,” she said.

What she fails to realize is the longer we stay in 
school, the more money we will have to pay off when 
we leave. For those of us at school on our own dime, 
the cost of an extra semester or two is not cool. The 
last thing we need to do is “chill out and relax.”

7. Campus safety: In the aftermath of the Virginia 
Tech shootings of last April, school administrators 

across the country scrambled to prove their schools 
were equipped to respond to a similar tragedy. What 
VCU came up with was an expensive siren that sounds 
like a fire truck. 

The siren is just something administrators can point 
out to visiting parents and prospective students to 
indicate VCU is safe. If VCU really wanted safety, it 
would install an intercommunication system through-
out campus that could give detailed information as 
to what is happening and could provide instructions, 
accordingly. Texts are a great idea, but if your phone is 
silenced in class, it is hard to know you have a message. 
It is much quicker with an intercom system.

When siren tests took place (or when the alarm 
went off accidentally), students either didn’t care to 
respond properly to them or were uninformed as to 
what to do when they sound. VCU’s administration 
should work on a better system, then go to every class 
to explain how it will work.

For all of its flaws, I do love VCU and can’t see 
myself anywhere else. I love its diversity and its open 
urban environment. Writing this section has been a 
blast, and I hope you have had as much fun reading 
it as I did writing it. 

Cygnus Inter Anates,
Rich Griset
Opinion Editor

LIST continued from CT16

aestival

of or belonging to the summer

(P.S.—The CT wishes everyone 

a happy and safe summer!)

   WORD OF 

      THE DAY
 brought to you by The CT 

  staff to educate and enlighten 

   the VCU community
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Pizza From Scratch Bill Lemmond

JOBS

Rachel!  Met   a t  Vi l lage; 
re-met at drug-law debate 
last year. please contact me. 
IGaveYouARideHome@Yahoo.
com

PERSONALHave something to say? 
Keep it to 25 words,  
and it’s FREE!
Students: If you’re a 
chatty type, the cost is 
just 10 cents per word 
after the first 25. Call us 
at 828–1058 or stop by 
at 817 W. Broad St.

PT STUDENT ADVISOR WANTED Kaplan Test Prep & Admissions. $8/hr. Office 
Assistant to assist with the overall administration of the Center, including 
classes and marketing initiatives, and providing friendly customer service. 
Great opportunity to gain a tremendous amount of multi-faceted business 
experience and provide a service that helps students achieve their educational 
goals. Part-time hours: evenings and weekends. Minimum one-year commit-
ment. If you are interested in applying for the position, please forward your 
resume and cover letter to gpo_Richmond@kaplan.com. 

Piled Higher, Deeper                 Jorge Cham

Shared House for Rent Church 
Hill. Perfect for MCV grad or med 
student. Furnished 3bd, 1.5 bath 
home with all amenities. On bus 
line to MCV, or bike $675. includes 
all. Call 783-2272

FOR RENT
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Last Ditch Effort John Kroess

Slippin’ in the Tub Jonathan Scheer and Nate Waggoner

xkcd — “Geico” & “Snakes On A Plane 2”          Randall Munroe
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Off-campus living...

© GSC 2008  Limited availability. Subject 
to rent changes and normal leasing policies.

www.gscapts.com

• 8 Minutes to downtown 
• Express shuttle to campus available
• Two swimming pools
• Fitness center, tennis courts, volleyball
• GRTC bus stops in the community

• Spacious apartments with patio/balcony
• Separate dining areas, large vanity baths
• Mini-blinds, fully carpeted
• Laundry facilities open 24/7
• Pets welcome

PRE-LEASING FOR SUMMER AND FALL - RESERVE NOW FOR THE BEST DEAL!

Free locator service - 329-6666
1-800-368-7669, E-mail: valocator@gscapts.com

321-4840
colonial@gscapts.com

321-3509
treehouse@gscapts.com

COLONIAL TREEHOUSE

$729$643
$535 $607
for 1 bedroom for 2 bedrooms

NOW
as low as

Special price includes: 

Up to 2 months FREE RENT plus FREE parking and FREE gas heat.
Free rent is prorated over a 12-month lease. Furnished apartments are available. 

Ask about our Deluxe Package, which includes furniture and all utilities.

VA student flyer 2008 as CT ad.i1   1 1/22/2008   12:25:48 PM
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